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Wahsaw, JifwaSih, 1778. 

O tract of rom:t:y in Europe cua 
oiler fewer objecls of information, 
curiolitv, or nmufement, in the coinnioii 
acceptation of iho torni?', than that whicli 
extends from the gales of Oacow to the 
fuburbs of Warfaw; r, uiiiance of at leait; 
two hundred miles ibrougli tlie centnil 
provinces of Poland. It may however 
be juftly fai<l, tljat the appearance oi' the 
VOL. II, B country 



iwio^ftry itfelf, thcna fjSg^^ f its inliabitanfs, 

^vcry inaividual, excite re- 
if not plcafiDg, are never- 
important and inrtru6live. In the 
mrajt of a foil naturally rich and fertile, they 
are in want of common necefTaries. I could 
Icarcely procure bread in any of the wretched 
pofthoufes at which I flopped, except of a 
kind fo blaek, four, and cxecrahle, as not 
to be eaten. Inns there are none wliich 
merit the name: but the Jews, who form the 
majority of the people in the villages, feem 
to keep alive the little fubfifting induflry. 
The Poles, among whom depo{)ulation, 
oppreflion, and mifery, appear under CTery 
pof ible fhape, manifefi in their looks and 
their whole appeaimice, the utmoft poverty : 
even the churches are compofed of wood, and 
the hovels of the peaiiints are made of the 
fame materials. 1 fcarcely faw a nobleman^s 
or gentlenuin^s houfe of any kind ; and the 
roads are either left in their natora) ftate, or 
•. ^ made, w here the ground is marlhy, by fir 
trees laid ac' ^fs them clofe to each oth 
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in many parts of Euifia. The^very water 
is moitly unwholefome and,ftagiiant. 
however be admitted that the poits are tolo 
aldy well ferved; aud though the horfes are 
Iniull and weak, yet as numbers fupply the 
deleft of ftrength, a traveller cannot reafon- 
ably compl^a of the want of expedition. 
As I drew near Warlaw, 1 fuw no marks of 
opulence, cultivation, or luxury, fuch as 
ufuidly befpeak the approach to a capital. 
A wide, open plain, interfperfed with littkt 
woods of hr or birch, and equally deftitote 
of natural, as of artaiicial beauty, extendi 
quite to the entrance of the city. 

This metropolis ilfelf feems to me, like 
the Republic of which it is the nominal heady 
to unite the extremes of civilu^on and 
barbarifm, of magnificonce and wretched-* 
nefs, cf fplendor and mifery; but, 
all other great cities of Europe, thefo 
tremea aje not foftened, ai^^roxiinated* and 
bleaded by any intermediate gradatinns. 
The middle orders of men, who evesy 
where form the moR muaerons dafft 
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of citizens,, the moil ufeful, and the moft 
mdi^rious, appear hardly to have any cx- 
iftcnce here. Palaces and flieds, the man- 
fions of the great, and the cottages of the 
poor, compofe exchifively the larger portion 
of Warfaw. It is like an aflenihlage of 
nobles and {laves, of lords ami vaflals, fuch 
as the darknefs of the middle ages, when 
feudal tyranny prevailed univerfally, might 
have exhibited; but which, happily for 
mankind, is now no ^\hcre to be feen except 
in Poland. Even Conltantinople is in this 
refpe^l far lefs barbarous; and the genius of 
the Ottoman government, little calculated 
as it is to promote the felicity of the people, 
neverthelels feems more favourable to com¬ 
merce, ingenuity, and the arts that humanize 
fociety, than the city from which I am now 
writing. The defpotifni of one man, how¬ 
ever degimling or pernicious, is yet lei’s 
deftniftiva than the tyranny of a thouiand 
petty defpots; and tlic Turks, though fallen 
from tliCir antient fplcndor, do not prefent 
a pi^Stare of national degradation or humil^- 
14 ation, 
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alion, fuch as the Poles at prefent offer tQ. 
the world. 

As I walk through the ftreets of Warfaw, 
and furvey the buildings around me, I am 
tempted to imagine myfelf in fome fcattered 
and half-ruined village. All the municipal 
defeats of Cracow cxift here in a greater de¬ 
gree. I am no longer furprized tliat a King 
fixated in his own carriage, furrounded by 
guards and attendants, could be feized and 
carried off in the midft of his capital, as 
happened to Staniflaus fcarcely feven years 
ago. In a city where no lamps are lighted 
even in winter, and no precautions are taken 
for general fecurity, any defperate banditti, 
protected by the night, may commit the 
moft atrocious crimes. I am not amazed to 
hear Mr. Wroughton, the Englilh Miniffer, 
fay, that he has feen Prince Radzivil, one 
of the greateft Poliih noblemen, when cbm- 
ing to court in his own coach draw’n by the 
linelt fet of horfes in the kingdom, fo com- 
pletely ftuck feft in the mire at a hundred 
yards from the Royal Palace, as to make it 

B 3 neceflEiry 
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for toi to be taken out, and car¬ 
ried thither in the arms of his fei^nts. At 
^ dbfe of the late reign, when Auguftus 
r'the third <hed, no longer ago than 1763, 
Wariaw was almoft wholly unpavfed. Even 

4 

at prefent, in this beautiful feafon Of the 
year, after violent of fudden rains, many of 
the ftreets are rendered totally impaffahle 
On foot, and nearly fo on horfeback, or in a 
Carriage. The buildings are fo irregular, 
fcattered, and disjoined, tliat great fpaces 
remain unoccupied, and even uhlevellcd, in 
the moft frequented parts of the metro¬ 
polis. In front of StaniOauss palace, fo 
indecently negle6led are the fewers, that the 
finell b peltilential. A nation too indolent 
to remedy fuch nuifances, or fo accuftomed 
to them as hot to perceive how incompatible 
they are with fafety, comfort, and falubrity, 
feems not far removed from barbarifm: yet, 
k>y a lingular contradiction, Warikw prefents 
nttder other afpe^ all the refinement of 
fSris, the arts'of ^lorfence, and the Iplen- 
Aor off Pdtentihur jh, 

The 
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The Viftula, though oonfiderably broader 
than the Thames at Windfor, wants beauty, 
<h'pth, and every"artificKil aid or iraprove- 
iiient. Its tides are in general low and 
fandy ; its channel is obftru6Led l»y banks 
whid) continuallj' ftiift; and the colour of 
its waters is thick and muddy9 like thofe of 
the Tyber. The Poles feem fcarceiy to be 
confcious that it is navigable; and it is rare 
to fee upon it a velfel of any kind. A bridge 
of boats, laid acrofs the 'ftream, condu^s 
to Praga, a town or fuburb on the eafteni 
fide. Praga is a wTetched colle^ion of 
cottages or huts, built of* wood, and fcat- 
tered irregularl}^ in the faml without order 
or plan ; fudi as Tartars, and only Tartars 
would conilru6b or inhabit. Yet. this is the 
principal objefb feen frenu the windows of 
the royal palace, which ftands on the Of^- 
fite bank. It is large, but cannot be 
eftcemed a regflilar, or a magnificent edifice. 
Tire two laft kings, Augafius tiie Second 
and Third, not chufing to inhabit it, ere^ed 
another, in which, when at Warfaw they 
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commbnlv refidcd aiid held their court, flill 

4 / 

denominated from them, “ the Saxon 
. Palace." Hardly a fiugle public monument 
of art, taflo, or devotion, exifts in this me¬ 
tropolis. The very churches and palaces 
are unfinilhed, or fulling to decay. Among 
the latter are many which want inhabitants ; 
not more than a fourth part of the great 
families who refuled here at the death of 
Augudus the Third, l>eino; now in a flato 

O ' o 

to mainlain their dignity. Prince Riulzivirs 
palace, one of the mod fuperb, is converted 
into a playhoufe. Such is tlie wretched 
date of the capital of Poland; a country 
which previous to the late difmemborment, 
xvas larger than the nine Circles of tlic 
German Empire. 

The fH^opIe accord in tl'M'ir njjpcarnncc 
too well with the afpect of every thing 
around them. I never brlicid fo many 
objects of hoiTor or compaflion, as prefent 
thcmfelves in the ftreets: many of thefc 
are a difgraee to humanity, as well as a re¬ 
proach to the national police. Warfaw is 

likewife 


COURT OF BERUK, ETC. 9 

likewifu crow<led with Jews, who form a 
conUderable ;>i*oportioii of the inhabitants. 
Tliey wear a dKtinguiibing drefs, and derive 
a very precarious rubllftence from the arts 
of fraud ulent^-oniiiierce, moll of them being 
extremely poor. From time to time they 
are plundered, exiled, impnfoned, and 
niadacred : yet, un«ler fuch accumulated 
vexations, they continually multiply, and 
are here found in tar greater numbers than 
oven at Anifterdani. 

Afier lliis diigufling deferiptlon of War- 
faw, you will be aitunilbed when I add, that 
notwithlianding die picture of public niifery 
which it ihfjilays, it is dillirult not to be 
plealed with it as a temporary reftdence. 
Alany cirenmftanecs conduce to render the 
place more than ordiuarilv agreeable to a 
llranger. Tlie King Is, of all the Princes 
whom I have ever the moft acceiliblc, 
, eaiy, and even captivating in his manners. 

I have been in ids fociety ; and one cannot 

, 

be furprifed, on confidering his perfon and 
addrels, at the partiality of Catharine for 

Count 
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Count Pon^ato^v^ki. The Poliih and Lithu¬ 
anian nobility of both ft}xes, wha^e^•er may 
be their chential detects of charafter, want 
none of tiie exterior graces of deportment- 
In the palaces of the Oginlhis, the Czarto- 
ritlci!5,theLuljomiHkis,and numerous othei's, 
is ftili to be found every difplay of rehne- 
ment, hofpitalitv, and magnificenen. Many 
of the great Ihmilies continue to live in a 
■fivlc almoft rovai, anucitl the ruins of their 
Uiionizijig and expiring country. In no 
court or capital o1 Kurop«; are to Vje found 
n;‘'n more acr-^miplithed, nor women mor« 
beaulifo), poliihed, and agrecal»lc. As an 
EnglifoTnan, 1 hav«; tlie greattrft perfonal 
ohligationa to Mr. Wrouglston, his Majefty's 
Minifter, who has rendered iny hay here 
at once dj-lighirul and informing. His long 
relideiicc in Poland ; his intimale acquaint¬ 
ance, or rather friendfliip with the King, 
botii bnibrK and fince liis elcrnlion to the 
throne ; liis|crie 61 knowledge of this coun- 
trvjwhofe convnlfions, decline, and partition 
he lias witnefled : Hie variety of curious 

and 



COURT OF BERLtlfr, £TC. 

and interefting anecdotes •with hU 

converfation abounds; tiiefe arcumftances, 
added to numerous proofs of his regard, 
have in Tome meafure blinded, or recondled 
me to the wrctchcdnels vlucb I perceive 
on all fidcs. 

I contemplate country as the moft 
inftru6tivc and awful of political lelTons: I 
even efteem nij*ftlf fortunate in hemg able 
to i'urvcy it, before Poland links and is 
crafed from the lift of nations, or is incor¬ 
porated with the great furrounding mo¬ 
narchies ; an event which, according to 
every appearance, cannot be vt*ry diilant; 
and Mhich is, indeed, now rather to be 
wiflied than deprecated, even by the Poles 
themfelves. I liave been enabled to afeer- 
lain, from fomc of the Iiigheft fources of 
information, the principal exta'tial caufes 
which led to the partition of Poland; for, 
in the deteftable and ruinous form of their 
conftitution, muft be fought the internal 
jburce of all their national calamities. What 
fife, in fu6i, could rationally be expelled 



1S2 . UDUOJRS OF TU£ 

4 

4 

as the natural death of a country, where 
the crown is at once elective, venal, and 
powerlel's; where the nubility are inde¬ 
pendent, uncontrollable, and tyrannical; 
while the people arc funk in llavery, igno¬ 
rance, opprefiion, and poverty! We fljoukl 
rather wonder, that in the prefent progref- 
fivc ftate of Europe, Poland has lafted thus 
long, inilead of being furprifed at its ruin 
and approaching extinction. In my next 
letter I mean to endeavour to delineate the 
immediate caufes of tliat great e\ ent, the 
partition ; as well as to confider its efieCls, 
prefent and future. If it be not a plcafing, 
it muft at leaft be admitted to form as 
momentous a fubje<^ of invcftigatioii and 
reflexion, as ever was prefented to the 
human mind. 
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Wabsaw, July 3d, 177R. 


Ttithoeveii coiifiders the ftate of Poland, 
* * and reflects on the nature of its go¬ 
vernment, will perceive, that while the fur¬ 
rounding Powers of the continent have been 
in a coniiant Rate of intprovement or pro- 

grcllion 
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greflion civil and military, for near a century 
paft, the Poles alone have betm ftationary. 
At the death of John Sobie.tlsi, hardly more 
than eighty years ai'o, the Sxsedes and the 
Turks were the only foj'niidahlc enemies of 
the Republic. Huflia, under Peter tlu^ Great, 
was only jull emerging from barbarifm, 
and fearcoly become a inomher of the Eii- 
ropcaii fyftcm, Th.- '* U .ilc of Brandenhuug 
iiifpircd little apprehenlion, and hntl not 
then attair}cd beyond tlie (ik-6loi-al dignity. 
As Dukes of Piiiftia, they Inid for ages been 
feudatories of Poland; while AuRria, pn:fl- 
ed on one fide by the Po.te, and on the 
Ollier by the arms of Loins the I’ourteerith, 
could fcarcely relltl llic attacks of t^^o fuch 
powerful anlagdnifls. To the pcifonal aR 
fiftance and valor of Sol>icnci, at the hear! 
of a Polifli army, the Ejnperor Leopold 
bad been recently indebted for hispreferva- 
tion, when driven froDi liis capital by the 
Ottoman fonei. The immcrife ftandiiig 
armies of mod^ times tvere then compa- 
jratively uuiiwwn;'and Poland, under ail 

the 
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the of its gov'ernnieat political and 

might, ftili rep«l invaiion, or mainUiia 
its independence. 

But in the interval of near feventy years, 
v'diich elaplhd beiwetn the deceale of John 
Sohidki and that of the late Kin" Au^nftus 
itic 'ihhtl, tlic face of Euroj*e luicl totally 
fhniged, Tlie Sncdes after repeatedly 

o. t r-runniag and fuhju'ratin" Poland ; dri- 
' O hack h\ the Czar Peter, Ivevond tlie 
Ivl'ii:, no longer maiuu.hud any political 

p. 'ktljtwis, except ihole merely of amitv', 
vviih the Poiilh Crmvn and Kepiiblic : "while 
li.e’I'ltiklih Empiiv, doelining annually in 
)h-ength, could neither cxleml to them « 5 - 
h t'iuai ;ud, nor inliifd^ on them material 
wdurv. Other powers had arifen to Ihpply 
ii:e place of Sweden and Turkey. In Octo- 
her 1703, when the Sason Line of Puldh 
Sovereigns became extin^, RuHn, by the 
permanent conqueft of Livonia, by her in-' 
fiuenee in Couriuiid, and by her prodigious 
nribtary force, might be fold to iuive acquitedi 
a domineering and almoil irrehRilde aibsnd* 

aacy 
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ancy in the ai?airs of Polaml. Tliirty yeart 
earlier, in 1733, at the death of Auguftus 
the Second, the Emprefa Anne had been 
able to raife that Prince's fon to tlie throne, 
and to maintain him in it againfl; all the 
efforts of France, aided by a party among 
the Poles themfelvcs. Elizal)elh, her fuc- 
ceffor, followed the fame line of policy. 
Pruffa, after a war of fevt n years, fudained 
under circiimftaiues of iinparallclcd inequa¬ 
lity, had by a fortof minudc extricated lier- 
fehi and was likewife l>ecoiiie a Power of the 
firft confideration. The talents of Frederic, 
his vi^ries, and his ambition, rendered 
the Pjuffian monarchy peculiarly an obje6l 
of attention, if not of terror. Laftly, Maria 
Therefa, though foiled in her attempt to 
recover Sileiia, pofleffed neverthelefs im- 
menle refources; and might, from her poii- 
rion, have a great influence on the deftiny 
of Poland, either as an ally, or as an enemy. 

At the tinae when tlie throne became 
vacant by the deceafe of Auguftus the 
Third, the three great Powers above men« 

rioned 
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iion'ed retained under their conimahd a re- 
;;ular, difciplincd, military force, amounting 
together to abo\:e four ljundred and fifty 
Ihoufand men. On the contraryj the Polifh 
army, if it could properly be fo termed^ 
conlifted rather in the prerogative with 
'R'liich the conftitulion veiled the King, of 
calling out and arming the Nobility, if 
emergency required, than in any effeftive 
body of foldiery, paid, clothed, and main* 
tained by the Itatc. It is indeed palpable 
that if Ruffia, Auftria, and Pruffia, had 
chofen to difineuiber and divide Poland in 
1703, as they did nine years later in 177 
no inienial or elFe6kual oppofition could 
have been made by the Republic, which 
would have finally prevented the partition 
of its territories among thofe powers* The 
intraftability, want of forefight, and infii* 
tuation of the Polilh Grandees, who would 
fee no objeft of jealoiily except iheir own 
Sovereign, and who would take no pre* 
caution againR external attack,-left them 
at the mercy of any foreign combination- 

\ou lu C Whib 
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WHiie the Saxon Kings conUnued to 
TCign, thefe evils were neverthelefs retarded 
}|iid averted. They maintained themfelves 
on the venal throne which they hstd origi¬ 
nally (nirchafedy by foreign alliances of 
marriage, confangoinity, and policy. If 
Elizabeth, Emprefs of Ruflia, hod furvived 
Auguflus the Third, there is no doubt that 
the deftiny of the north of Europe would 
^lave been totally changed. The Saxon 
Princes would probably ftill have governed 
Poland ; and that country would have re¬ 
tuned iu ancient limits: while on the con¬ 
trary Pruflia would have inevitably been, 
if not diftnembered and divided, at leaft 
cohfiderably reduced in territory, revenue, 
azul politick importance. Elizabeth had 
givra paWic:proofs of her refointion to fup- 
^>ort Anguftus and his defcendants on the 
throne ^ Pqkind. She had even railed 
OB&of his younger fons, Prince-Charles of 
€a]pny, to the Dukedom of Courhmd, os 
Mxif eftrneft of her tiitwre exertions in favour 
of 'his Houlh* But the late Kihg of Poland 
'17 had 
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lliicl the misfortune to outiite bis dfy an 4 
Ix’.ncf.iftrefs juft one and twenty 
Klizabeth expired in’Januair 1762; and 
her deatli was the era from which we 
date tile deftruftion of Poland as oil 
European State. The reign of Peter, fbort 
und tragical, was fucceeded by that of Ga* 
tharinr. It was evident, from the ago and 
infirmities of Auguftiis the Third, that the 
Polilh crown muft foon become vacant* If 
his fon, the Electoral Prince, ftiould be 
chofen in his room, the Saxon Family cotild 
no longer be confidered as ele^vev hut iA 
cftec^ as hereditary; and all aittempts tO 
make h partition of Poland would be ine^ 
fettual. The Peace of HubertftmrgiPeceiidy 
concluded, left his Pndftan at 

berty to turn his principed views and eftbttt 
towards Wariaw* He well^ kbevf thtft ^ 
time was eritiealj and that every thing de- 
peiided on the choice of at fueceflor after 
Auguftus*s deeeafe. 

Such Were the cireamftaheew iit wM^ 
.ms- conceived the proje£t of thia peftftioA 
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of Poland. I will relate from high and 
fjoncurring teftimonies, what I have col- 
le^ed relative to it, at Peterfburgh, Vienna, 
Berlin, and finally during my ilay in this 
capital. 

The plan unqueftionably originated in 
the Cabinet of Pruffia; but not w ith the 
King, nor with any of his minifters. His 
brother Prince Henry’s deep and capacious 
mind is faid to have firfi: feized, digefied, 
and ripened the plan in filence. When he 
communicated his ideas on the fubjefil to 
Frederic, that Monarch, while he exprelTed 
his admiration of it in theory, confidered it 
as impra€licable,and as oppofed by too many 
obllacles ever to be realized. Prince Henry 
on the other hand contended, that by the 
-aid of time, judicious concealment, and 
dexterous management, the partition might 
be finally effefted. He brought over the 
King to his opinion; and they began in 
^concert the train of meafures requifite for 
dts completion. The firft Ilep taken, was 
artfiilly to flatter the new Emprels of Rufli^ 

to 
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to awaken her vanity, and to reprefent 'to 
her the honour, as well as the advantage, of 
giving a Sovereign to Poland, after tiaving 
placed herfelf on the throne of the Czars. 
Catharine liftened with complacency to fug- 
geftions fo well calculated to make impref- 
fion on a mind like hers, anxious for every 
fpecies of glory. Impelled by her partiality 
for Count Poniatowlki, and probably likewife 
induced by her perfect knowledge of his 
cluirafter, Ihe fignitied to Frederic her in¬ 
tention of elevating that Nobleman to the 
crown. The choice being approved at Ber¬ 
lin, on the deceale of Auguftus, Catharine's 
forces and treafures overcame all oppofttion. 
Stanillaiis was elefted by violence ; v'hile 
the Ruffian erabalTador, Prince Repnin, as 
the delegate and reprefentative of the Em- 
prefs, became in ia6t the defpot and the 
oppreflbr of the Poles. The unfortunate 
King, who retained little more of royalty 
than the name, was only an engine in the 
hands of the Court of Peteriburgh. 

f 

c j Fredericj^ 
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Fnederic, attentive to tlie accompliflimcnt 
his primary obje6ts, and who by no 
medics Hitended that Poland (hould hnk 

I 

THtt^lIy into a RuSiaa province, next fo-> 
mented the difcontents of the great Poiifti 
Nobility. By means of his emifiaries, he 
fecwtly ftimulated them to throw off fo 
ignominious a yoke, and to dethrone a 
prince illegally elected, as well as unable to 
aSbrd them protection againft the tyranny 
of Catharine. His infinuations were fuc-* 
celsfiil; confederations were formed in 
various provinces, and Poland foon became 
a riieatre of civil war, of infurreClion, and 
deva^tion. In order to maintain Staniflaus 
tm the throne, Mufeovites and Cofiacks 
were rjuartered in all the principal cities; 
while Warfaw refembled rather a Ruffian 

4 

garrifon, then the capital of an independent 
Republic. It was not difficult for Frederic 
*0 CKcite the jeafoufy of the Turks at fuch 
M inte^rence; and to reprefent to them, 
that uzuier pretence of reducing the Poliffi 
rebels to obedience, Catharine in eife^ ren- 

dered 
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dered the country a province of her Empire^ 
At the fame time he encouraged and ex* 
hoited the Court of PeteHburgh to engage 
in hoftilities with the Porte. No exertions 
were omitted in order to inflame the two 
Sovereigns and Governments, already irri* 
tated againfl each other. War enfued. 
tween them, and was profecuted with various 
fuccefs, in Afia as well as in Europe. 

The ob je6t to which his policy had fo long 
tended was now in fome meafure attained> 
Frederic having completely embroiled the 
Ruffians and Turks, at the .fame time that 
the Poles, exhaufled by confederacies, added 
to the ravages of the plague, were incapable • 

of refillance, turned his attention next tp 
the Court of Vienna. Nothing could be 
cflre6led without the Aoftrian confent and 
co-operation. With a view of ftudying the 
charafter of Jofeph the Second, he there-, 
fore artfully caufed a propolition to be made 
on his part for an interview between them* 
The Emperor accepted it; and the two 
Princes met at Neiis in Silefla, towards die 
• end of Auguft, 1769. But, though t^e ftate 
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of Poland might there have been men^ 
tsooed in general terms, it is certain that 
no plan or treaty for a partition of it took 
place. Whether matters were not • then 
fufficiently ripe, or that Frederic perceived 
other obftacles to its immediate completion, 
it was not till the following autumn, in 1770, 
that after previoufly founding the Imperial 
Cabinet, the fubjccl was fully difeufled in 
the fecond interview of Frederic and Jofeph, 
at Neuiladt in Moravia. Prince KaunilE 
accompanied the Emperor thither for the 
exprefs purpofe. His Pruffian Majefly, who 
knew that without the Miniftcr’s aj)proba- 
tion, he could not overcome the fcruples of 
Maria Therefa, religious as well as political, 
•exerted all his addrefs to win the Prince. At 

4 

the opera which was performed at Neuftadt, 
Fsederic conftantly placed him by his fide, 
look fnuif out of his box, and affected for 
him the moft diftinguilhing confideration. 
Jofeph, young, ambitious, and eager to 
extend the dominions of the Hpufe of 
Auffria, was not difficult to be perfuaded. 
It tmiy TOPte naturally e^icite our aftoniib-' 
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ment, that a Minifter fuch as Prince 
Kaunitz allowed himfelf to be convinced 
eitlier of the policy, or of the necelTity of 
the meafure. As little can we conceive 

4 

how fo pious and circuinfpeft a Princefi 
as Maria Therefa could liave been induced 
to lend her aid to a meafure fo repug- 
luint to every principle of juftice or refli- 
tude. Such, however, was the fa6t. Fre¬ 
deric and Jofeph fpread before them the 
map of Poland, agreed on their refpefrivc 
Ihares, and fixed on the tra£i of country to 
be offered to the Emprefs of Ruflia, as her 
portion. Thefo prehminaries being adjuRed, 
the two Sovereigns parted. 

In the courfe of the enfuing year appeared 
the fruits of the interview’. By command 
of their refpeftive Courts, the Auftrian and 
IVulfian embafladors at Peterfburgh figni- 
fied to Catharine the determination of the 
Cabinets of Berlin and Vienna. They add ed 
at the fame time, that the refolutioii was 
definitively taken on the part of thofe So¬ 
vereigns, at all events to feize on the pro¬ 
vinces 
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vinces relpe^kively allolted them r and it 
vas plainly, inlinuated, that if {he would 
not confent, or chofe to re jeft her portion 
of the fpoil, they knew how to compel her 
to it hy force. The Ehnprefs, thus tlireat- 
eoed and alTailed, made the flrongefl re- 
monfbuaccs to Maria Therefa and her 
MinHlers, whom ihe endeavoured to con¬ 
vince that th^ were over-reached by 
Frederic. But finding tliem impervious to 
arguments, and indexible in their deter¬ 
mination, and being engaged in a war with 
Ae Porte which occupied all her forces, 
while it drained her treafury, Catherine had 
no alternative left except acquicfcence. 
After a proper delay therefore, neceflary in 
order to prepare manifeftos, the armies of 
the three Powers, which had previoufly ap¬ 
proached the frontiers of Poland, marched 
into the country, and fequeftered the terri- 
. tories refpe6tively allotted to tliem. They 
. then compelled the unfortunate Staniflaus to 
convoke a Diet, in which he ratified his own. 
degradation, and that of his fubje6b, by 
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pvlng to their ufurpations the mockfan^a 
of leglilative and deliberattvc confent. 

After liaving viewed the ^nngs, and 
follo\i*ed the movements of thifi extraordindi^ 
tmula^lion, which is without precedent in 
modern hillory, it is natural to dk. Which 
of the three Sovereigns has been the greateft 
gainer by the divifion ? No doubt whatfoever 
can i)e entertained on the point, by fuch as 
have examined or inquired with impartiality. 
Unqueitionably it was not Cathoiine, flnco 
ibe migl]t be confidured as already millre& 
of all Poland. Her troops and her embaf- 
fador gate laws in Warfaw equally to the 
King and to the Republic. The Duchy df 


Courlnnd w as not more fubje6i;ed, or more 


dependent on her orders. Every motive of 
policy dictated to her, not to aggrandi2e 


two powerful European Rates her neigh¬ 
bours, at the expence of Pokmd. The 


portion which has been alTigned ‘to lier, is 
indeed a fertile, exteidive, and important 
traft of country, contiguous . to lier own 


domiiuons on the weR, and including a 


great 
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great part of Lithuania, as well as Polifli 
Livonia: but, comparatively eftimated, it 
adds little to her revenues, power, or poli¬ 
tical con£dcration. 

« 

The Aullrian ftiare, locally as well as 
ifinancially coniidcred, is indeed more valu¬ 
able. By its pofition it covers Hungary and 
Moravia, while it extends the Imperial 
frontier oh that fide, for beyond the Carpa¬ 
thian Mountains, to’tlie diftant confines of 
Podolia and Moldavia. Tlie mines of Vie- 
licza, which may enable the Emprefs Queen 
to fupply all Poland with fait, form a con- 
,fiderable permanent fource of revenue; and 
the population cannot be eftimated in thofu 
provinces, at a fmaller number than two 
millions. 

But thefe advantages, great as they muft 
be feparately allowed in tbemfijlves, link on 
a comparifon with the political benefits de¬ 
rived to Pruflia from the partition of Poland. 
Even Silefia, on the conqueil of which Fre¬ 
deric naturally prides hhnfelf, was not, in 
xny eftimate, fo vail or fo folid an acquiQ- 

tioa 
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tion to the Monarchy as Poli(h 'PniffiRi It 
fufEces to look at its geograpliical poiition, 
in order to be convinced of the. fa6l in all 
its force. Though left in mere extent than 
the Auftrian and Ruflian (hares, it far ex¬ 
ceeds them ill fertility of foil, in tile number 
of cities, induftry, and faculties of railing 
pecuniary fupplies. Not only the Viftula, 
from the gates of Thorn to thole of Dant- 


zic, together with tlie whole commerce of 
that river, are become Pruflian. Tlie cir- 
cumflance which renders them ineftimable 
to Frederic, is, that he has joined his elec¬ 
toral dominions of Brandenburg the 
Duchy of Pomerania, to liis kingdom of 
Pruffia. They were previoully dilTevered by 
a traft of country which incapacitated 
them in a great degree from lending mu¬ 
tual fuccours, when invaded by a foreign 
enemy ; efpecially by a Ruflian. He may. 
now be faid to have almoil realized tb^ ^ 
** Rcgrmm Bahicum,'" without ihedding a 
drop of blood; and he {branches in vg unin¬ 
terrupted line, from the> mouths of the 
1 • ‘ Oder 



or me 

(Sdarr dfcmg the ibuthem {horo of tiie 
Mtky the frontiers of Courland ukE 
tiauidgim. 

Ito futili^ effe^ on Europe are incal- 
c^ble* Csdianne may continue to dictate 
bei^ plea^iTB in the city of Warfaw; but 
Fred^c» by holding the Vidula in his pof* 
ftffiony retains the keys of Poland, and 
can prewnt the importation or exportation 
irf" almoft etery article of trade. Dantzic 
and Thom, whatever refiAance they may 
teake^ muft, fooner or later, become a part 
j)i- his dominions. The Cabinet of Vienna 
will one day perceive, diat in confenting to 
the parti^onr of Poland d)ey violated not 
}els the laws of true policy, then thofe of 
morahfy and juftice. They were in feft 
tyver-^eaehed by his PrufBan Majeliy at the 
interview of Neuftadt, notwithftaftding the 
^eciotts advantages^ with whieh he dazzled 

and deluded Prince Kaunitz. Pi^- 
are already lenfible, when tod 
iblCj af etitjr; and would glacHy re* 
flare lAnat ewne portiate of the plunder, if 
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it were poHible to induce Fredeiic to his 
former (Ituation. 

The final deOiny of this dlfmembeFed 
end impoverilhed country forms a purioui 
and interefting fubjett of political inquiry^ 
doubt, and fpcculation. Will the Crown 
'of Poland and the liepublic long continue 
toexill even in name? Will the Family of 
Poniatowfki be rendered hereditaiy? May 
not circumflonces poilildy arife, that fhall 
again reflore to Poland licr raviihed pn> 
vinces? Or may not her total deftru^tioa 
as an independent power, and the incorpo¬ 
ration of her remaining territory with the 
three great furrouoding monarchies be an 
event neither didiant nor intprobable ? Th^ 
difcuifions would lead me too far; and OA 
one of them 1 may have occahon to 
fomething when I fpe^ of the King, atid 
his nephew Prince Stanidaus. If however 
appearances may be traded^ there la 
reafon to believe, that tlte' find' difiblutxOB 
of Poland cannot be very reftiotG i thodgli 
the precife time mud nOtar^y be aecelereted 
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jt)r retarded by a \-ariety of circumftanceS/ 
£ven the^ Poles themfelves forefee it as ine* 
ritable* and admit that in the wretched 
condition of their country, it is a coiifum- 
mation rather to be defired than deprecated 
by every individual. 

In addition to the radical defers of the: 
conilitution, which irrefiftibly operated to 
fink Poland below the level of the neigl> 
bouring Hates, and to deprive it of the 
means of refiftance againft foreign violence j 
the moral principles of its dilTolution are' 
fo numerous, as to leave little hope of re¬ 
medy or of refufeitation. The great No¬ 
bility are depraved, corrupt, and dellitutc 
of enlightened ^triotihn: their education 
and habits extinguifh every fpaxk of public ' 
virtue. In their infancy they are furrounded 
by domellics or preceptors, who nourish 
thpfe fatal prejudices and ideas of fuperi* 
ority fo calculated to harden the human 
heart. Even while in their cradles, the . 
peaHmts are brought to kifs their feet, and 
jfo ibew them marks of homage. Hiey are 

taught 
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taught to regard their vaiTab as ^reaturM 
of a fcparate fpecies. On the other hand,* 
they are not brought up. in principles of 
obedience to the laws, or of. deference to 
the Sovereign and to the civil Magillrate. 
How can they be fo, in a country where 
the courts of julhee are corrupt, mercenary^ 
and venal beyond imagination; where the 
Crown) at the death of every Sovereign^ is 
either bought, or transferred by violence; 
and where the • puniihn^ent of crimes is 
almod unknown! Ai&i&nationB) robberies^ 
frauds, divorces on the moft frivolous pre¬ 
tences, invafions of property, and a rage 
for play which knows no limits; thele in* 
fra^ons of public and private order W 
committed with imponity among the higher 
clailes. A total diflolution of morals is tho' 
inevitable Ooniequence. Even the of* 
ihame, and dre^ of infinity anterior 
fuperior '\o all written law, feesn to 
have loft much of their fyree, and fcaiorif 
to operate as reftnunts. 
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If fuch be the ftate of the upper orders, 
no refource is to be found in the people. 
The very tenn k inapplicable; for there is 
ill foft no Polijh Pfople. Never was the 
title of R^ublic fo abufcd and profbtuted ; 
as well might the name be applied to 
Algiers or to Tunis. Of the intermediate 
rank of citizens, merchants, artizans, and 
kiechanics, the number is fo fmall and in* 
confidcmbie, tliat tliey may be regarded as 
non*cxi(lent to any beneficial purpofo. In 
a country A»here eommerce is in a manner 
Oxtinfi; mamifo^rcs, except tliofe of the 
firft neceflity, nearly unknown; indiiftry 
difeouraged; arts unprotefied; and only 
the cultivation of the ground that can be 


conddered as in any degree ftourifhingj 
the middle ckifs' of men muft necefforily* 
diinmiih,' and be of no account. The pea- 
fonts ^are indeed a numerous body, though 
much reduced by facceffis'e years of anarcliy, 
‘ fominei and calamity: but they remain in 
fame ftate of pot^iiy, valfelage, and 


ighoxaoce, which haa bven their mvanable 
'16 ’ ‘lot 
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lot during many ages. Attached to the 
glebe, and fold with it, they are equally 
llrangcrs to the na&e attd to the poileflion 
of freedom. Inured to domeftic fervitude, 
it may even be queftioned whether they are 
capaUe of receiving fuch a prefent^ except 
by infcnhble gradadons. A coniiderable 
lapfc of time) die introdu^on of arts, 
and the general dilfuhon of knetv ledge, 
could alone render them able ia impiove 
the bleHings of civil liberty, of elevate them 
to the rank of fubjedts, the condition 
of ilavcs. Sttch a change U, 1 fear, be-* 
yond either hope 6 t calculatk^; and what¬ 
ever may be the Gnal dclliny of thb un¬ 
fortunate country, the greater part ita 
inhabitants will probably coDtinne to exife 
in nearly the feme Hate of poliucal and 
perfonal degradation. .Hefe I fltall 
tills letter, and fetoaih, &c. 
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Origin and hijiory of the family of Poniatmofi. 
•^Anecdotes of the father of Sfantjlaiis 
Auguftus.^Particulars of the life of Count 
Poniatowjkit pretiont to his eleBion to the 
crown of Poland.—Jlis elevation to the throne. 
—His condttB in the beginning of his reign .— 
Luxury^ pleafures, and profujion of tlte court. 
Miferable fate of Poland.—Account of the 
attempt to aJafmate'StaniJlauSy and his efcape. 
•^Puni/kinent <f the corfpirators.—ConduB 
of the King on the partition of Poland.— 
CharaBery perfonal qualitiest dqfcBs, and 
anecdotes <f Stanijlaus.—His private life.— 
Family—Uncertainty qf his future defiivy. 


Warsaw, My 17th, 1778. 

A fthu having traced the principal caufes- 
which led to the partition of Poland, 
and endeavoured to inveiHgate its conle- 
quences, immediate as well as remote, it b 
natural to turn our regards towards the 
King. As an ele^ve fovereign, without 

queen 
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<]iioon or deicendants, he ilands alone; 
and in whatever point of view we coniider 
him, lie is an objed. of no common intereft. 
liaifcd from the condition of a private no¬ 
bleman or gentleman, to a throne, main¬ 
tained in it by foreign fuppoit, efcaped by 
a fort of miracle from the hands of airaiTms, 
and flill nominally the head of a difmem- 
bered and expiring monarchy; all the in¬ 
cidents of his hillory awaken attention. His 
amiable perfonal qualities, the precarious 
nature of his prefent elevated iituation, and 
the uncertainty of his future deftiny, excite 
regard and curioiity blended with anxiety 
and compaflion. Never in was any 
prince lefs an obje^ of envy. I have had 
opportuniries of feeing him, and of forming 


fome opinion of his character from my per¬ 


fonal obfervation: * but it is ' from nittch 
Kher-fources.of information that 
IjBeak of StaniflatiB; they have been.fci'ain- 
ne, as rather to leave me upder. ap embpf-. 
Wment what to conceal, th^ what Ut o|f-> 

m - , r . . 
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clo&if Before I mention him pcrfonaHy, it 
may not l)e improper to fay fomething of 
his dafeent, and of his connexions. 

The of Poniatowfhi is nohle» and 

oonfeqv^tfy hke tha^ of every Stohiick/* 
i^r private gentleman, is eligible to the 
eaovm ; neither commerce nor even iervitude 
dif^ualifying for the elevation. On the day 
^dien Stanifkaus was chofen King, Mr. 
Wroi^tcm, the Emgliih minifterat Warfav, 
vaa firock mth furprife at feeing his butler 
on a fhbre, and vithout aikiog his 
pennisl^oiiy 'waUt ont to the Smpa.” This 

^et i& the place where the ceremony of 
fleftiag the PoUfh ibvereigos is perfonned, 
bhdut half aa Eoglifh mile difiant from the 
capital. Sir,* £dd the man to him, by 
may of fqx)logy for his condu^, 1 am 
** nedbk: and thot^h 1 a^ in the capacity 
‘‘ of one of yowr domeiUes, I am not left* 
*S ooitipetent to be. railed to the throne^ 
^ tbim the. firft nobleman in the rtpitbUc** 

piSBftkU Kin^odefeent oa the 

patelrnal 
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paternal fide is by no means illuftrious. It 
is well attclled, and univerfaliy acknow¬ 
ledged, that his grandfather, who was Teiy 
poor, poifellcd fcarcely any hereditary pa¬ 
trimony. Far from arriving at, orafpiring 
to any public honours and dignities, he 
ai^ed in tlie humble capacity of an overieer 
or fteward* 

4 

His fon, the late Count Poniatowfki, who 
firil raifed the family from obfeuri^, 
not only a very diftinguiOied and celebrated 
.perfon, uncommonly graceful in his hgure, 
but endowed with great qualities of min^ 
When young, he married a noble lady of 
high extrafhon, the Countefs Oginfka, 
though the marriage was never avtnre^ nor 
u'as (he knowQ.in the yrorld by at)y-odief 
name than thfit of Qginfk^. He afterwards, 
in the beginning of the preien^ c^tury, 
became colonel of the Swediflt ^ardi of 
Staniflgas i^oanfki,, King ^ Pok^; 
compmiied Charles the TwelAjh 
fortunate battle of JPultowa; 'ai»d emmen^y 
cott^ributed to fave that mon^cb, after 

04 ' 
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the action, from falling into the hands of 
the Czar Peter, by his perfonal exertions, 
which Voltaire has commemorated and im¬ 
mortalized. On his return from Bender to 
his native country, Poniatowfki, about the 
year 1720, efpoufed the Princefs Conilantia 
Czartoiifki, lifter to the prefent Prince of 
that name. Though (be brought him only 
an inconliderable fortune in marriage, and 
was little favoured by nature in the article 
of perfonal beauty, yet the alliance with fo 
, powerful and opulent a family as Czarto- 
riOd, contributed much to his elevation. 
After having taken no mean part in the 
adminiftration of Poland, during the tuo 
reigns of Auguftus tlie Second and Third, 
under whom he filled fome- of the higheft 
offices of State, he died about twenty 
.years ago, at an advanced age, in eminent 
reputation for his talents and virtues. 

Of four fons whom he left behind him 
by Ab Pt^cels Czartorilki, his prefent 

St^illaus Auguftus, is the fecond. 

JEn the fpring of the year 1757, when juft 

twenty-five 
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t^vcntvrrive years old, the interefl, of hia 
ill mily procured him from the late King of 
Poland, an appointment to the court of 
Peterlburgh in a public capadty. He was 
nor. indeed fent thither as envoy from the 
Crown and Republic ; but as the Minifter 
of Auguftus exclufively to the Emprefr 
Elizabeth, in which quality he took an oath 
before his departure, to fupport and maintain 
the interefts of the Saxon femily.. They 
afterwards complained loudly of his breach 
of laith and honour, when they difpovered 
that inftead of endpai ouring tp perpetuate 
the Poliih crown in Auguftus’s line, which 
was the great object of his milTion; be had, 
by his political intrigues with /he GreaS; 
Ducheis Catherine laid the foundations of 
his own future exaltation to that high 
dignity. 

Previous to hb fetting out for Rufiia, ho 
obtained, not without difEculty, after much 
folicitation on the part of hiinfelf and his 
friends, the riband of tlie White Eagle," 

s 

then the only order of Knightl^d cxifting 

in 



nCMOlBS THE 


in Poknd. A very fmgulur circuinltance 

took place at his inveftiture, the notoriety of 

which leaves no doubt of its truth, anil 

which every perfon in WaHaw with whom 

I ever converfed on the fubject, is ready to 

confinn. AVhen the Sovereign confers tluj 

© 

order, it is cuftomary wth the riband to 
pre&nt likewifc the ftar, round which is 
embroidered the device. The motto of the 
King, ;s dififerent from that of the fuhjc^ \ 
tlie former being, 


“ Pro fide, Grege, kge 
whereas the knights wear it, 

** Pro fide^ Kcge, lege.^" 


By an accident which never happened be> 
fore, inflead of a flar bearing the device as 
worn by the fubjeft, a royal flar had been 
given to Count Poniatowiki. The miilnkp 
ivas not-immediately <hfcorvered; but w hen 
it reached Count Binihl* the firft minifter 

of 
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of AiiguAus, he loilantJy redemauded tli9 
infignia of the order, as having beea in¬ 
advertently conferred, and they were of 
courfe reilored. The affair excited much 
remark at tiie time; and when Stanll)an$ 
afterwards afeended the throne, it w'as re-* 
cohered, and confidered as an omen of 
his future fortune. 

Count Poniatowlki, on his arriTa] at 
Peterlburgh, foon became perfonally accepN 
able to the Great Ducliefs Catharine, who 
then lo 4 a retired life in the court of Eliza* 
beth, by whom ihe was noi beloved. That 
the connexion between her and Stapiflaua 
was of the clofeft and tendereft nature» no 
doubt can be entertained. Even at thii 
hour, the King, when he fpcaks of the Em* 
prefs to thofe with whom he is imreferved* 
mentions her as an obje& of hia warmeft 
attachment as a woman, not leis than of his 
admiration and refpe^ aaa Sovere^n. How 
dating the period to which l alhtdo, 
&e might have given, him hopes or affurances 
of her fi^port in placing him on the. Throne. ^ 

whenever 
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whenever the crown of Poland iliould be¬ 
come vacant) it is difficult to fay with pre- 
ciiion. Any fuch promifes howe\er, if made, 
could only have been contingent, \agne, 
and almoft ^ ifwnary; fjnee her own cxclu- 
five elevation to the throne of Ruffia 
then apparently by no means a probable 
event. Yet, that flic did hold out to him 
fuch profpcfls, is univerfally believed and 
afterted here. She doubllefs fav' that Eli* 
Fubeth, who fenfibly declined in health, 
might not long continue to reign. Tlic 
wruknefs and hicapacity of her huflband 
Peter, and ftill more his imprudence, or 
contempt of the Ruffians, flie was likewife 
aware, would probably open a way for her- 
frlf to the fupreme power. Auguflus the 
Third was linking in years; and at his 
•death tlie Rufllans mult neceflurily hu\c 
the pieponderating influence at Warfaw, 
in naming a flicceflb'r, as they had done 
at the deceafe of his father, in 1733. 
Under thefe circumflances flic certamly 
■might, and Ihe probably ffid aflurc him of 

her 
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her exertions in his favor, if Fortune fhould 
enable her to afford him effeftual afiiffancc. 

So convinced were the Saxon Minifters 
of Staniflaus^s carrying on fome fecret 
negotiations or proje6ts in concert with the 
Great Duchefs, to the prejudice of Au- 
guftiis’s intereff, that they recalled him from 
Peteriburgh. Prince Charles of Saxony 
then refidcd in the court of Elizabeth, by 
Avhom he was much cheriflied and prote£led. 
Catharine, inconfolable at the intelligence 
of her fai'oritc’s recall, condefeended to 
apply to the Prince, and befought his in- 
terpofition with the King his father, to allow 
Poniutowlki’s continuance in Ruffm. He, who 
was then in high favor witli the Emprefe, 
and had been recently raifed by her to the 
dignity of Duke of Courland, refufed to 
gratify the Great Duchefs, or to interfere 
in favor of her lover. Staniflaus, after 
many vjun’efforts to prolong his flay, re¬ 
luctantly quitted Peterfburgh; but Catharine 
never forgave the rejeftion of her requeffe 

and 
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And fevcfely revenged il in the fequel ott 

the Houfe of Saxony. 

After the deceafe of Elizabeth, Peter the 

♦ 

Third, during his fliort reign, extended his 
views to Poland. He had (?ven deftined the 
crown, whenever it fhould become vacant, 
for Prince Adam Czartoriiki, coulin hv the 
smtcmal fide to Stanillaus; a young noble* 
man, who from his defeent, immenfe for* 
tune, expe^tions, and alliances, miglit 
juftly pretend to fuch an elevation. But 
the fudden depofition of Peter in the fame 
year, opened a new feene; and it was fol¬ 
lowed a:t DO long internal, by the death of 
Auguftus the Third, who expired at Drefden 
in Oftober, 1763. Catharine inllantly 
turned her principal attention towards War- 
faw. Eleven months of Interregnum elapfed 
before the vacant throne was filled; and her 

I 

tfooice, however it might have been in reality 
. lued, long appeared to be doubtful. Vari^ 
6119 Polifti noblemen Wfero propofed as can- 
didnt» T. but at leng^. Prince Kepnin the 
' Ruffian 
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Riifimn ambaiTador named 5 tanillaus, Count 

4 

Poniatowfki, as the fortunate objett of the 
Emj)refs’'s felc^^ion. It is not my intentioit 
to enter upon this part of his ftory, which 
is matter of hiftorical publicity. Force 
lla^illg overruled the deliberations of the 
Diet, and filenced all oppoiition, Stanldauil 
was declared King. 

Ills election might be confidcred in fa6l 
as not more illegal than the three preceding 
ones; in each of which, Saxon, S\vedi(hv 
or Mufcoviie troops, aided by gold, bad 
ntifcil the pretender whofe caufc fhey 
efpoufed, to the throne of Poland. Bjat irt 
all former inftances, the foreign interference 
was either immediately withdrawn ; or at, 
leaft better concealed after the elevation of 
the iuccefsful candidate, in wltofe behalf it 
had been emploj^. Catharine the Second 
did not imitate the modemtion of her pre^ 
deceflbr the Einprefs Anne, refpefiv 

Far from meaning to rend^ StaniikuS in^ 
dependent of her preteftion ; on the con^ 
trary, Ihe clearly maaift^ad her intention 
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to rebin him in jier.immediate dependence^ 
and to govern Poland as a province, under 
the forms of a free Republic. Her troops, 
quartered in the vicinity of Warfaw, equally 
awed the Sovereign whom {he had created, 
and the nation which ihe opprefled. Accuf- 

n 

tomed as tlie Poles had always been to ex¬ 
ternal interference in die election of tlieir 
kings, they were not broken down to 
flavery. Refiftance, confederations, infuf- 
re6lions, and civil war under every form, 
laid wafte the country; while Uie King 
remained a pafbve or a hclplefs fpe6tator of 
the multiplied calamities inilidted on his 
unfortunate fubjecls. 

The firit years of bis reign, from 1764 
to 1767, were nevcrthelefs devoted almoft 
entirely to plcafure and dilfipation; a con¬ 
duct the more culpable cenfurable, as 
he had already poflcd the period of human 
}ife, at which tlie Science of the palTions 
may be pleaded in excufe- When crow'ncd 
in November 1764, he wanted only two 
inonths of .tlurty-three years complete. In- 

Read 
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ftead of adopting meafures which indicated 
any vigour of mind, and which might even¬ 
tually lead to his emancipation, Stanidaus 
confirmed his political chains, by manifeft- 
ing a difpofition at once yielding, indolent, 
and fubmiffive. No economy w'as obferved 
in his expences, and no limits were affixed 
lo his profulion. Tiiree parties, on his ac- 
ceffion, difputod the government of the new 
monarch. At the head of the firit were his 
two uncies, the Princes Czartorilki, whofe 
ad\’anccd age, high rank, and chara 61 er, 
leen\cd to point them out as the proper 
advifers and condu6lors of their nephew. 
They did in fact enjoy for Ibme time, a 
conliderable degree of power and influence. 
The fecond faClion confifted of his Majcfty s 
three brothers; the Great Chamberlain, the 
General, and the Abbe, now Biffiop of 
Ploczko. The third party w'as corapofed 
of the ladies of the court, among whom the 
principal figure was the Princefs Lubomirlka, 
daughter to Prince Czartorilki. Her per- 
Ibnal attraflions, accomplilhmentB, and in- 
voL. II- £ timate 
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timate^connexion with the King her coufm, 
gave her an afcendancy over him, which 
did not tend to raifc him in the public cfti- 

4 

mation. 

While clouds were collecting on e^ery 
fide; regardicfs of futurity, he pafied the 
greater part of his time among women, 
occupied in purluits of gallantry, in puerile 
amufements, or in luxurious exhibitions of 
tafte and magnificence. Far from acquiring 
in his character of a Sovereign, the cfleeni 
of his fubjeCts, he did not even retain the 
good opinion of the Emprefs; who, it is 
evident, well knew how to appreciate tlic 
qualities and talents of her former lover. 
When Count Rzewufki, who is now “ Ma- 
rechal de la Cour,” was at Peterfburgh fome 
years ago, Catharine converfmg with him 
on the fubjeCl of Staniflaus, “ Le Roi mon 
maitre,” faid Rzewulki, “ prend Henri 
“ Quatre pour fon modele/’-—“ Apparem- 
“ ment," anfwered the Emprefs, ‘Vee neft 
que danPtes foiblefies qu’il veut imiter le 
“ Roi de France. ” 


K 
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• If the prefent King had poffefled a ftrong 
and vigorous mind; if to econony he had 
added polio}*, deciiion, and energy of cha- 
ra6ter; it is probable that Poland might 
have been prefened from total ruin. But, 
had he been cad in fuch a mould, Cathar 
vine, inftcad of placing him on the throne^ 
would doubtlefs have fediiloullv excluded 
him from it. An obvious means of 
drengthening and fupporting liinifelf agaiiiR 
the Ruffian tyranny, was by contra6lii1g a 
foreign matrimonial alliance. Its expedU 
ency was ftrongly inculcated by his real 
friends, who urged him to open a negotiation 
for the purpofe J and it is with reafon be¬ 
lieved that he might have obtmned the hand 
of a princefs of Saxony. Such a connexion 
would perhaps have tended eventually to 
conciliate, as well as to attach, the Cabinet 
of Vienna, without whofe approbation and 
participation, the difmemberment of the 
kingdom which we have witnefled, could 
‘t,not have taken place. But Staniflaus, what¬ 
ever were his motives, never.would be in- 

£ s duced 
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duced to make the requifite demand to the 
Court of Drcfden. He was unqueftionably 
difTuaded from it by the ladies who fur- 
rounded him, and who dreaded the ex- 
tin6lion of their influence on the arrival of 
a foreign queen. There is not any proba¬ 
bility that he will now^ ever be married; nor 
if he were fo, that it could have any politi¬ 
cal confequences. The deftiny of Poland 
is irrevocably decided. 

Entertainments of the mofl; ftudied lux¬ 
ury, comedies, operas, and ail the divei'fions 
of an eifeminate or diflblute court, occupied 
every moment, and feemed to leave him 
no time for any ferious bufinefs. Thefe 
ipeftacles emptied the royal coffers, and 
plunged the King, though his revenue wai 
ample, into a ftate of poverty. Many of 
them coft very confiderable fums, and in 
tafte might vie with the moft fplendid ex¬ 
hibitions of the laft or prefent century. Tlje 
courtiers in their turn gave fimilar enter¬ 
tainments for the amiifement of the So¬ 
vereign. A grandfoni of Auguftus the Se¬ 
cond, 
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cond, Count Mofzinfld, (with whoie mother 
I am well acquainted at Drefden) was con- 
flitutcd at once fevourite, minifter, and- 
direftor of the royal pleafures. He poflefled 
great delicacy of fancy i his prodigality in 
tlie indulgence of it, knew no bounds; and 
after having expended his whole fortune 
in a ftiort time, he now fubfifts wholly on 
the bounty of Staniflaus. In one of the 
fuperb fttes given by Mofzlniki to his ro3raI 
mafter, there feems to have been combined 
every variety, whicli an elegant imagination 
could invent or alTemble. Mr. Wroughton, 
who was prefent at moll or all of thefe en¬ 
tertainments, favoured me with a defcnption 
of tlie one in queftion, which 1 lhall repeat, 
as it will convey to you fome idea of Polilh 
manners and magnihcence. 

It took place in fummer, and confifled 
of fixty perfons; thirty of each fex. After 


a fumptuous repaft, a comedy was performed 


in a building conftru^d exprefsly for the 
occafion. The whole company, habited in 
fancy dreffes, next embarked in barges on- 
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the Viftula, attended hy bands of mufie^ 
An ifland, fortified and defended by women 
in the drefs of Amazons, the Queen Hyj>- 
poUta at their head, having prefented itfelf 
to the view, a mock combat enfued, in 
which the King was the principal affailant. 
They did not however make a long, or an 
oblbnate refillance; and Hyppolita, fol* 
lowed by her female train, laid their fpears 
at the feet of the royal Thefeus; for whole 
diverfion they then exhibited an opera. A 
fupper and a ball fucceeded: while on other 
iflands in the ftream of the Viftula, were 
tiifplayed fire-works and illuminations. It 
jnuft be admitted that nothing more clafli- 
cally elegant could have been given by the 
Princes of the Houfe of Medicis, at Pifa, 
or at Florence. But fuch coftly amufements 
were ill fiiited to Staniftaus^s pecuniary re- 
fources. The expence of the evening did 
not iall ftiort of near fix thoufand pounds 
fierling; and in the courfe of one year, tlie 

i 

King Imd out about forty-five thou&nd 
pounds in theatrical or mufical exliibitions. 

39 
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Mr. Wroiighton, who had known Stani^ 
laiis in a private ftation as Count Ponia- 
towfki, and had always lived with him on 
terras of the mofl intimate familiarity, be¬ 
held with regret his profufion, and deter¬ 
mined to remonllrate with him. Ufmg the 
freedom of an old and faithful friend, he 
ventured to rcprcfent to his Majefty the im¬ 
prudence of fiich expence, which while it 
impoveriftied himfelf, obliged no one. The 
King, fur from being offended, liftened with 
attention ; but attempted to juftify it as po¬ 
litical, fince it tended to render him popular, 
by conciliating the affe6tions of his rubje6t8. 
“ I imitate,” f^d he, “ my great predecef- 
“ for Auguftus the Second, one of the moft 
“ amiable of princes, who difplayed the 
“ fame profufion from fimilar motives.” 
It was in vain that the Englifh Minifler en- 
deavoured to convince him how ill the 
precedent applied: Staniflaus continued 
incorrigible. He laviflied immenfe fiims at 
the fame time, in conflni^ing a p^ce at. 


IJjafdow, which I went to fee feme days 
ago, and which exhibits at this moment, a 


E4 



$ 
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ftriking monument of folly and podigality. 
Ujafdow Hands on a hill, about tliree quar-> 
ters of a mile from Waxfdw, and was begun 
by Augufius the Second; at whofe deceafe 
it fell to a Prince of the Lubomiriki family, 
from whom it was purchafed by Staniflaus. 
However incredible it may appear, there is 
no doubt that he has expended above 
two hundred thouiand pound? on the edifice. 
It is a prodigious pile of building, refembling' 
more a convent than a palace, unfinifhed, 
ruinous, and will probably remain for ever 
uninhabited. 

In the midfl of thefe occupations, if fuch 
they can be deemed, Poland became a fcene 
of .mortality, infurreclion, and carnage. 
Many thoufand perfons were carried oft’ by 
the plague. The confederate nobles, who 
maintmned tlie illegality of the King’s elec¬ 
tion, endeavoured at once to depofe him, 
and to expel their opprelTors the Iluilians. 
Saxony furniflied them w ith pecuuiaiy fup- 
plies; while the plunder of fuch provinces 
or towns as refufed to join them, contributed 
■fit fupport their troops. The cabinet of 

Berlin 
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Berlin fanned the flames, at the fame time 
that France and Auflria extended to the in- 
furgents indireO; afliflance in men or ia 
money. But, though embarralTed by the 
war in which fhe was engaged with the 
Turks, Catharine neverthclefs reprelTed the 
Poles, cut in pieces their confederacies, and 
aflerted her fuperiority. To fo wretched a 
flate was the country n^duced, that Stanif* 
laus hardly efteemed himfelf fafe even in 
Warfaw; and at the diflance of a league 
from the metropolis in every dire^lion, had 
he ventured fo tar, he v ould have been car¬ 
ried off by the rebels. Thus a prifoner in 
his OM'ii capital, his fituation was, it nmfl 
be owned, at once the moft helplefe and tlie 
molt Immilialing; he owed his crown folely 
to the Ruflians, and a murmur on his part 
againft their cxcefles, might precipitate him 
from the eminence to which they had raifed 
him. Even his remoriftrances to tliem 
againft the outrages which they committed, 
were treated with difregard, or heard with 
indifference. 


On 
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On the other hand, no refource prefented 

% 

itfelf to StanHlaus, in the affection or loyalty 
of his fubje€ts. To the confederates, as 
they denied his title, and detefted his per- 
fon, he could not fly for refuge. Such was 
their antipathy to him, that they refolved 
to put him to death, as the primary author 
of the calamities of his countrj', and as a 
man wholly dependent on Catharine the 
Second, th«r enemy and their tyrant. They 
executed their purpofe in part, with aftonifli- 
ing audacity and fuccefs; though it is dif- 
flcnlt to conceive what benefit could have 
accrued to them, or to Poland, from the 
deftruflion of Staniflaus, if it Imd been 
effected. Tlie Emprefs would eafily have 
fubftituted in his place another phantom of 
royalty, had fuch a one been requilite; and 
her Yi6lorious forces would not lefs have 
fupprefled every effort on their part at na¬ 
tional emancipation. The attempt to affaf- 
linutc the King, was in itfelf an event fo 
extraordinary, and all the circumftances 
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attending it are fo incredible, but at tbe 
fame time fo chara6leriftic of the nation, 
tlmt 1 fliall give it in detail from indif^ 
putable authorities. 

Piilawlki, a Polifli nobleman, who com-- 
manded one of the many bodies of the 
confedenite troops, by which the country 
was then ravaged and defolated, firft fet 
on foot the enlcrprife to afialiinate Stanif- 
luus. He is acknowledged by the Ruffians 
themfelvcs, to have been a leader of eminent 
military talents, which he difplayed on a 
variety of occafions. Having chofen three 
chiefs for conducing tbe attempt, named 
Lukawfki, Strawiniki, and Kofiniki, he 
allow'ed them to fele6t thirty-tfeven other 
aflbeiates for its execution, the whole band 
being about forty in number. Willing to 
add the folemiiity of a religious obligation 
'to the motives of intcreft, the enthufiafin 
of party fpirit, and tbe hopes of reward ; 
Pulawlki made the three chiefs take an 
oath, their hands joined between his, either 
(q d^ver the King alive into his pofifellion, 
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or in cafe that Hiould be impoiTible, to put 
him to death. This ceremony took place 
at the town of Czedochow, in Great Poland. 
Dunni, who is now Vice-legate at Avignon, 
and who was then the papal Nuncio at the 
Court of Warfaw, being at Czeftochow', 
lent his fanftion to the enterprife. Infti- 
gated by furious zeal againft the Diffidents, 
whom he deteilcd as heretics, and whom 
he believed to be prote6ted by Staniflaus, 
he even proceeded further, and beftowed 
his benedi6lion on the weapons delivered to 
the confpirators for the purpofe of ailaiTinat- 
ing their Sovereign, The prefent age 
fcarccly can furnHh fo flriking an inliance 
of fanguinary bigotry, which refembles 
rather the fpirit of the times of Catharine 
of Medicis, and Philip the Second, than 
the character of a period diftinguifhed for 
religious toleration, and almoft indiffer¬ 
ence. 

The confpirators, thlis doubly fumiflied 
with fpiritual exhortation and temporal 
arms, left Czeftochow, and fet out fiji War¬ 
faw. 
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^a^v. It was, howewr by no means eafy to 
obtain entrance into the city, which, though 
not fortified, was furrounded with lines 
tlirown up to prevent the introduftion of the 
])laguc; and at different parts of which 
works, Ruhian or Polilh feiitinels were fta- 
tioned. In order to furmount the impedi¬ 
ment, they had tiierefore recourfe to ftra- 
tagem. On the fecond of November 1771, 
they difguifed themfelvcs as peafants; their 
faddles, arms, and uniforms being concealed 
under the hay wliich they brought in wag¬ 
gons. The artifice completely fucceeded; 
and as their numbers expofed them every 
moment to difeovery, it was determined 
not to poRpone the execution of the attempt. 
CircumRances particularly favourable, ena¬ 
bled them to proceed to aftion on tlie fol¬ 
lowing night. 

The King, upon that evening, Sunday, 
the third of November, had paid a vifit td 
his uncle. Prince Czartorilki, grand chan¬ 
cellor of Lithuania, Between nine and ten 
o'clock he fet out to return to the palace, 

wliich 
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which is not much more than a quarter of 
a mile diftant, through the moft frequented 
and populous ftreets of Warfaw. The night 
was extremely dark, and as I have already 
obfened, the capital of Poland has no 
lamps. StaniHaus had in the coach with him 
an aide-du-camp of the name of Poniatowlki* 
a diftant relation of his family ; and about 
fifteen or fixteen attendants accompanied 
the carriage, fonie of whom were armed 
with fwords or fabres. Sosu'cely had he 
proceeded two hundred paces from the hotel 
of Prince Czartorifki, when the coach w'as 
furrounded by a band of men, who com¬ 
manded the poftillion to flop on pain of 
initant death. They, at the fame time, 
iired a number of Ihots into tlie carriage, 
.fevend of which palled through his Majehy’s 
fur cloak. I have examined it, and fren 
tlie holes made, in it by the bullets, which 
fufficiently attell the magnitude of the dan¬ 
ger which he incurred. It leems almoll 
miraculous tbathe Qjould have then efcaped 
without, a wouml of any kind. . . 

Aulong; 
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Among the train of attendants who fol¬ 
lowed the coach, only one, a Heyduque, 
attempted to refill, or to defend his mailer. 
He was Ihot in that gallant aft, and expired 
next morning of the wound which he re¬ 
ceived. I ought not to omit that be was a 
protellant, and that the King allows a pen- 
lion to ius widow and family. But his 
example was not imitated by any other 
of the peribns prefent, who flying in dif¬ 
ferent direftions, abandoned their Sove¬ 
reign to his late. Even the aide-du-canip, 
who had the honour to be feated with Sta- 
nillaus in the caniage, and who bore the 
fame name, ignominioufly forfook him, and 
concealed liimfelf from tlie rage of the 
afiafiins, by taking flielter under a little 
wooden bridge laid acrofs the gutter of the 
llreet. He is become, as he merited, uni- 
verfully defpicable, and now lives obfcurely 
in Lithuania. 

Meanwliile the King, who, to his honour, 
feems never to have loft his prefence of mind 
throughout the whole tranfa^liou,. finding 

that 
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that he was left nearly alone in the midft of 
the nifhans, opened the door of the carriage, 
with dehgn to effeft, if polfible, his efcapc. 
The darknefs of the night favoured the 
attempt, and he had already got out of the 
eoach, when the aflanins feized him by the 
hair, exclaiming in Polilli, with horrible 
execrations, “ We Iiavc thee now: thy 
** hour is come!” One of them difcharged 
apiftol at liim fo clofe, that he felt the heat 
of the flafli; while another cut him fo fe- 
verely acrofs the head with his fabre, that 
it penetrated to the fkull. Tliey then laid 
hold of his Majefty by the collar, and two 
among them mounting on horfeback, drag¬ 
ged him along the ground between their 
horfes, at full gallop, for near five hundred 
paces, through the ftreets of Warfaw. 
However wonderful it may appear, they 
met with no impediment or oppolition* 
A Ruffian fcntinel, at fome diftance from 
t^ie place where they firft flopped and 
fd2ed King, hearing a noife, called to 
thembut, os they anfwcred, or pretended 

to 
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to aniwer in his own language, he allowed 
tliem to pafs without moleftation, conceiv¬ 
ing them to be a Rufs patrole. 

All was confufion and diforder during 
this time at the Royal Palace, where the 

fcattcred and terrified domelHcs had carried 

✓ 

the alarm. The foot-guards ran immedi¬ 
ately to the fpot froin w hence Staniflaus had 
been forced away ; but, finding nothing ex¬ 
cept his hat all bloody, and the bag of his 
hair, they concluded that he was murdered. 

s 

Throughout the capital, univerfal confter- 
nation prevailed, and the confpirators pro¬ 
filed of the terror, to bear away their 
prize. Perceiving however, that, he was 
not able to follow them longer on foot, and 
that he had already almoft loft his refpiya- 


tion, from the violence with which they had 

♦ V . • t 

dragged liira along, they fet him on horfe-. 
back. They then redoubled their fpeed, 
from the fear of bemg overtaken. Ar-\ 
riving at ijie ditch or lines drawn, round 
Warfaw, tljey comjjelled bim to, hb 
horfe acrofs, in performing wh^ch the ani- 
vot. II, F mal 
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mal fell twice, and at die fecond broks 
bis leg. Regardlcfs of the circumffance> 
they immediately mounted his Majefty on 
another, covered as he wad with blood and 
dirt. 

The principal difficulties attending the 
enterprife feemed now to be at an end, 
fince they had got clear of the metropolis: 
but the darknefs of the night, which had 
hitherto facilitated its fucrefs, impeded its 
completion; and the precipitation of the 
chiefs, who, inftead of teritiinating the bu- 
finels, as they might eafily have done, were 
anxious to claim their refpe6live Iharos of 
merit in its execution, finally extricated 
the King. No fooncr had he pafied the 
lines, than they all fell upon him, and be- 
^an to plunder him; Lukawfki tearing off 
with his own hand the riband of the order 
of the Black Eagle," which Staniflaus 
wore round his neck, and the diamond Crofs 
appendant to it. iiis motive for this 


of violence was not fo much to poflefs him- 
ielf of tbc King’s ^e6ts; as to prove to. 
■ “ ■ Pnlawfki 
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Puk-wAci and the confederates, that Stan'lf- 
laus ^vas a pnfoncr in their hands^ and a]<* 
ready on his way to tlie army. The riband 
of the “ Black Eagle," which had been 
conferred by the King of Pniffia on his 
Polilh Majefty when Count Poniatowlki, 
would be, he conceived with reafon, an 
inconteltablc evidence to his employers, 
that the attempt had been crowned with 
complete fuccefs. Lukaw-lki then quitted 
the King, as did Strawinlki, and a great 
number of their followers, who carried the 
intelligence to their refpeftive leaders; leav¬ 
ing Staniilaus in tlie cullody of Kofmlki, 
and fix of the band. Of all the articles in 
his Majelly’s pockets, only his tablets ef* 
caped their rapacity; and he requdied of 
them to leave him his handkerchief, which 
tliey did without difficulty. 

After the departure of Lukaw’lki, an(J fi> 
many of his afibciates, the few remaining 
confpirators, headed by Kofinfki, coi^ti- 
nued their Eight > but, aa they coidd dis¬ 
tinguish nothing on account of the dark- 

F s nel^ 
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nefti were befides unacquainted witli 

the ground, t^y knew’ riot which WTiy to 

• • 

diitect their courie. At every ftt-p, from 

• 1 

the inequalit}", or the llippcry nature of 
the fields, through which they wandered, 
the horfes were unable to keep their legs: 
they therefore obliged the King lo follow 
them on foot with only one Ihoe, the other 
being loft in the dirt. Finding, neverthe- 
lefr, that they only ftrayed througli the mea* 
dows, and appreheiifive, every moment, of 
being overtaken, they agt»in placed liim on 
horfehack, two of them holding him each 
by the hand, and a third leading his horfo 
by tl e bridle. From the time of their paf- 
fivig the lines, the inforior conlpimtors incef- 
fantly demanded of Kolinlki, whether the 
moment'was not arrived in w-hich io put 
the King to death'. Their demands became 
niore eager and clamorous, in proportion 
to the increale of tlie difficulties which 
feemed to prevent ^eir efcape. 

, ' If ^ imiioffiblc, orf a review of the whole 

riot to allow that Staninaua" 


•was 
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was cool and mtijfter of himfelf, under cir¬ 
cumstances fa calculated to bereave him, oy 
any man, of lus ufual recolle6lion. Per¬ 
ceiving that his conductors were taking a 
patli which would lead them to a \*illag6 
named Burakoiv, in which fome Huilians 
were ftationed, ho warned them' not to 
enter it, and apprized them of the danger. 

4 

This intimation, which at firft fight appears 
to have been fo extraordinary, or injudi¬ 
cious, was nevcrtbclefs diftaud by admirs^ 
bie good fenfe. He apprehomled, not with¬ 
out rcafon, that on being allinled by a Ruf¬ 
fian guard, the afiaffins would inflautly 
complete tlieir work; and after cutting him 
to pieces with their fabres, confult their 
ptwn, fafety in flight. By giving them notici 
of the rifk that thev incurred, he in fome 
degrcie gained their confidence. , 
ho remarked that his condi^i^ feemed to 
foften tliem, as it implied that he did not 
meditate to make lii? efcape out of their 
hands. The attitude in whichdio was held 
down oatlie fuddle, becoming^ fo pam^l as 

F 3 to 
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to be quite infupportable, he entreated of 
them at leaft to allow him to fit more at his 
eafe, to mount him on another horfe, and 
to give him a boot. They gratified him in 
his requests; and continuing their progrefs, 
as chance dire6icd, acrofs alinoll impaffable 
lands, they arrived at the entrance of the 
wood of Bielany, only a league diftant from 
Warlaw. 

That metropolis meanwhile prefented a 
feene of general confufion, no perfon know¬ 
ing what road the alTanius had taken, and 
many conceiving that it was more danger* 
ous to purfue, than to allow them to carry 
oflf* their prey ; fince if overtaken, they 
would inf^ibly mafifacre tlic King iii the 
firft inilance. Several of the Nobility mount¬ 
ed, neverthelefs, their horfes, and following 
the track of the confpirators as well as they 
were able, got to the place where Stanif- 
iaus had pafiled the lines. There they foiuid. 
bis “ Pclifle,” which bad been left behind in 
the precipitation of his flight; it was pierced 
. with holes. made by the bullets' or fabres, 

and 
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»nd stained vith blood in ^any parts, ‘ 

> y % 

After fuch tcftimonics, little doubt covld 

$ 

ha entertained that its owner was no more, 

. ^ 

and the Kmg*s death was univcrfally con- 
hdcred as certain. 

% 

During this time he ftill remained in 

C9 

the liands of Kolin(ki> and lus fix aflb- 

t 

c’lates, wlio continucil to advance with him 
into the wood of Bielany, when they were 
fuddenly hailed by a Ruflinn patrole. They 
immediately held a fort of council; at the 
end of which, four difappeared. The other 
throe forced him to difniount and walk; 
but fcarcely had a 4)uarter of an hour 
elapfed, before a fecond RulTian guard chal* 
ienged them. Terrified at the danger, the 
two inferior confpirators fled, leaving Sta- 
niflaus alone with Koimflu; who holding his 
fabre over the King, menaced him with 
ihflant death, if he attempted delay or re- 
fiftance. Overcome with fiitigue, added to 
the pain of his bruifesj he only implored 
his condu^br to stop, and to fufler him to. 
tfike a moment^s repofe. But Kofinfld re- 

r 4 i*«rcd, 
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fufed} at the fame time informinsi jiim tliat 
beyond the wood they Diould find a car¬ 
riage. Thus compelled, they proceeded to- 

* X 4 ^ \ 

gether till they found themfelves at the ^te 
of the convent of Bielany. 

His Majefty now began to conceive fome 
hopes of extricating himfelf, which were 
increafed by perceiving that his condu61or, 
who wandered without knowing where he 
w'as, feemed to be loft in thought, and agi- 

« _ 4 

tated by reflexions. Defirous to profit of 
thefe fymptoms of irrefolution, he faid to 
Kofin^, “ I fee you are embarraffed which 
way to proceed; let me therefore enter 
the convent of Bielany, and do you pro- 
vide for your own fafety."—“ No,” re¬ 
plied he, “ I have fworn.” They conti¬ 
nued therefore to walk on in filence till they 
came to Mariemont, a fmtdr palace belong- 
iiig to the EleXor of Saxony, not more 
than two miles from Warfaw. Kofinfki ex- 
prefled fome fatis&Xion at recognifing the 
place, and the King fiill earneftly requefting 
ft irioment^s reft, the other at length con- 

'* iented 


U 
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f«*nte(l. They fat down on the ground to¬ 
gether ; Stauillaub endeavouring to improve 
the time, in order to foften liis conductor, 
and induce him to favour, or permit hb 
efcape. 

To this end he reprefented to Kolinflti 
the atrocity of the crime which he com¬ 
mitted, in having undertaken to murder 
his Sovereign, and the invalidity of any 
oath adminiftered to him, for ^ the perpe¬ 
tration of fo heinous an offence. In reply 
the other uliedged, that far from being the 
prote6bor of his people, Staniffaus a^od as 
their oppreffbr; and he particularly enume¬ 
rated fonie recent afls of government, which 
in their operation were not lefs pernicious 
than they were cruel. The unforlunate 
King admitted the foft; but in his juftifi- 
cation affbrecl Kolinfki, that the meafures 
alluded to, were carried into execution by 
a ftronger power than his; namely the au¬ 
thority of the Baron do Stackelbcrg, tlie 
Ruffian embaflTador. “ It was no longer 
“ ago tlion tliis veiy day,” added he, “ that 

I took 
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“ I took him afide at the drawing-room, 
“ and reimonftrated with him for fome time, 
“ upon the feverity of tlic orders in quef- 
“ tion." “ That may he true/* anfwered 
Kofinfki; for I was myfelf at Court this 
“ morning, concealed among the crowd; 
“ and I remarked that you was for fome 
. “ minutes engaged in carnell converfation 
“ at the window, with the KuHlan Mini- 
“ fter/* ' 

This incident feemed to make fuch an 

« 

impreniou on his mind, that he even let 
drop expreflions of concern and remorfe; 
but fuddenly recollefling himfelf, “ If/* faid 
be, “ I fliould confent, and conduct your 
“ back to Warfaw, what will be the con- 
“ fcquence ? 1 (hall be taken and executed/* 
The rcfledlion plunged him into new irrefo- 
lution. “ I give you my word of hortour,** 
anfwered Staniilaus, ** that no harm {hall 
“ happen to you; but if you doubt my pro- 
mile, efcape wbil^ tliere is {Till time f I 
can find mywray tofome place of fecuritj^, 
“ 8od I will certainly dired your purfuers 

“ to 
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“ to talcc the coAtrary roa<l to tlmt wliich 
“ you have chofen.” Touched by fo gene¬ 
rous an afllirance, Kolinflei, already fliakcn, 
could no longer contain his emotions: he 
threw himfclf at the King*s feet, implored 
his Majefty's forgivenefi for the crime which 
he had been led to commit, and fwore to 
defend him againd every enemy, relying 
totally on bis gcnerofity for pardon and 
prefcT>'ation. The King reiterated his en¬ 
gagements of |)rotc6lion. Judging, how¬ 
ever, that it wQuid be prudent to gain fome 
afylum without delay, and recoUeCting that 
there was a mill at a little diltancej lie im¬ 
mediately made towards it. They arrived 
at the door in a few minutes. 

^ ' * 

Kolinfki, by the King's dehre, knocked* 

but no anfwer was returned. He then 
broke a pane of glafs in the ^vindow, and 
entreated that they would afford fhelter 
to a nobleman who had been plundered 
by robbers. Tlie maftcr of the hut pe¬ 
remptorily refufed, fuppofmg them to be 
banditti, and for above lialf an hour con¬ 
tinued 
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timied to perfift in Ixis denial of opening 
the door. St^nlfluus therefore at length 
approached, and fpeaking through the 
broken pane, endeavoured to perfuade the 
miller to admit him under the roof; add- 
ing, “ If we were robbers, as you appre- 
“ hend, it would be cafy for us to ufc vio- 
“ Icncc, and to break the whole window, 
. “ inftead of one pane." The argument 
prevailed; they opened the door, and ad¬ 
mitted him. He immediately wrote on his 
tablets, which had accidentally efcaped the 
rapacity of the aflalTins, a few lines to Ge¬ 
neral Cocccii, Colonel of the fiHl regiment 
of foot-guards. They were literally as fol¬ 
lows : “ Par unc cljicce de miracle jc fuis 
“ fauve des mains dcs alTuflins. Je fuis 
“ ici, au petit moulin do Mariemont. Ve- 
nez au plutot, me tircr d’iei. Jc fuis 
“ hlefle, mais pas fort.” It was not wi h- 
put the utmoft difficulty that he could per¬ 
fuade any one to carry the note to War- 
law.; as the people of the mill ftill believed 


him to be, what he prpfefTed liimfelf, a 
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gentleman who had been attacked and 
wouhd^ by robbers. Kohnlki offered to 
reftord to his Majefty every thing which he 
liad taken from his perfoh, but Staniila^s 
left him all, except the blue riband of the ' 
“ White Eagle.” 

On the arrival of the mefferiger at War- 
faw, the general joy, heightened by afio- 
niihment, was incredible. General Cocccii, 
accompanied by a detachment of the guards, 
roue iiiftantly to the mill, where he found 
Koiiniki Handing at the door with his fabfe 
drawn, who admitted him as loon, as he 
recognized his perfon. A feene equally cu¬ 
rious and affecting took place on his en¬ 


trance into the hut. 
prefented itfelf, was 


The firll object which 
the King ftfetched on 


the floor, covered with the miller’s cloak, 


funk into a fort of fleep or of infenAbility,' 
caufed by fatigue. Cocceii threw Ki'mfolf 
at his Majeify’s feet, calling .him. his So¬ 
vereign, and killing his hand. . It was thfeii 
for ths firll timei t^at the' piliCT 1^ ' 

family difeovered the qii^ty W Iheir ; 

and 
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and tboy ibon followed the example of the 
General, by throwing themfclvcs on their 
knees. 1 hare heard General Cocceii relate 
thefe clrcuitiflances, and t have been at the 
mill itfelf, rendered celebrated by fo extra¬ 
ordinary an event: it is a wretched Polill^i 
hovel, remote from any houfu or habita¬ 
tion. Staniflaus has gratefully recomponfed 
its owner, by building him a mill upon tlic 
Viftula, and adding to it a fmall penlion. 

About five o'clock in the morning, the 
King arrived in Cocceii’s carriage, at his 
palace in the capital. Scarcely would die 
people <^cdit the evidence of their fenfes, 
■when they faw him return, or believe that 
he ^vas ftill alive. Nothing could in fa61: 
be more wonderful, or more contrary to all 
probability. His wound, though deep, was, 
not dangerous, and he foon recovered the 
perfonal bruifes and injuries which he had 
fiifFered on that memorable night. But he 
long prelerved, and,ftiU retains the impref- 
iibn made on his mind« by fo defperate an 
Erimnpt. Welt a^are how much the Con- 
' ■ * federates 
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fi'derates detefted, and confldercd him as 
the author of the calamities of Poland, he 
hud always entertained apprehenlions that 
their vengeance would aim at his life. Even, 
now he cannot be confidered as exempt from 
iimilar, or perhaps greater misfortunes. 

On the day fubfequent to his aiTalTma- 
tion, Mr. WrougUton haftened to congratu¬ 
late him on his efeupe; and Stoniflaus re¬ 
lated to him the tnmfa^tion, in nearly the 
fame words which I have ufed. Then takinii 

O 

him by the hand, “ I always believed,” faid 
he, “ my dear Wroughton, that the Con- 
“ federates would execute what you have 
“ witnefTed, and 1 have proved but too 

“ right in my conjcClure. Yet, merely for 

> 

“ my life I was not afnud, from the mo- 
“ ment that inftead of difpatching me, as 
“ they might have done, I found that the 
“ Confpirators carried me out of the city. 
“ I imagined indeed, that their intention 
“ was to condud me to the confederate 
“ array, aiid to put me to death; but I 

if I 

COT^d 


“ nourilhed fome faint hopes, that 
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“ could convince them I had never merited 

t 

their hatred, I might fuccced in winning 
** them over to my fide. I even Squeezed 
“ Kofinfti*a hand in mine, Mhile he plun- 
dered me of my elfe^b; hopeful to 
awaken in him {entimenis of loyally, or 
“ at lead of compafiion.*' Staniflan% who 
knew his countrymen well, relied not with- 

4 

out reafon, on the levity, flexibility, and 
inconfidency of chara6ter which didinguifli 
the Poles as a nation. 

It i^ hardly to be credited, that of three 
chiefs to whom the enterprize was intruded, 
two fliould quit him at the mod critical 
moment, in order to carry the int(‘lligencc 
to tlieir employers, inftcad of fulfilling tlie 
ohje61; of their attempt; and that the third 
(houlcP be won over by Staniflaus, to con- 
du6t him back to his capital. Nor is it 
more ealy to conceive how men, when once 
work^ up by enmity and ianaticifm to 
undertake fucb a crime, (hould leave it in- 

oRer ^ the difficulties attending 
fiindbuntM. Damien, who fall^ 
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ill his attempt to airailliiate Louis the Fi& 
teenth; and the Duke d'Aveiro, who equally 
mifcarried in his confpiracy to deftroy the. 
late King of Portugal, were unable fully to 
accomplilh their delign. But the Poliih 
uiTalTias, afler vanquifhing every obftaclc^ 
and carrying off their prey with unexampled 
fuccefs, liberated him either their preci¬ 
pitancy, their cowardice, or their repent** 
ance. Had he once been brought to tlio 
camp of the confederate Generads, there 
can be no doubt that he would hate fu6^red 
death; perhaps juridically, like Charles the 
firft of England. 

1 return to the fequel of the conTiuracy’.' 
Kofinlki, to whom StaniOalf^ owed Ids pre- 
fervation, was a man of mesa eixtra^on^ 
born in the Paktinate of Cracow, having 
aiTumed the name of Rofinfki^ whi^ is that 
of a noble Poliih family. By hk ferviecs 
in the confederate army, he had rifen to tber. 
t9fBk of an officer under the oommand of 
Pulawlki. A^te the two odier acflboia'ted 


chiefs renuuned with hitidt be’ oontiiKied'. 
VOL. 11. €f xaAakati 
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unftiakcn in fais purpofe; but from the mo¬ 
ment of his being abandoned by tlicm, he 
began to varer in his determination, and 
to entertain ideas of preferving the King. 
The folemn oath vhich he had taken, and 
the benediftion given to the cnlerprize by 
&e Nuncio, long operated nevcrthclefs, in 
ibfiainmg his refolution. Even aiiter he 
had con(iu61:cd the King in fatety hack to 
Warfaw, he cxpreflled more than once, hU 
' donbts of the reCtitude of his pail conduct, 
lind a degree of concern or repentance for 
having deceive<l his employers. He was 
therefore detained under a very ilri6l guard, 
and 'oUSged to give evidence againil his ts^o 
eompmions, Luka\viki and Stmn-eniki; ^ho 
l^esng bothfUiken foon afterwards, were 
l^oght pnfbncts to Wariaw. Hie former 
iTBfl fekeid. 01.11 cottage, while in bed with 
Ins miiirpfa. Both were folcmnly tried,' 
and adjudged die; ^bot tit the Kiag*s in^* 

' fiseefbem wiii) the I>iet^ that Tribonal con- 
?fbotecl>.4to ttiHgate the cruel part of the 
'illmaatm* ? bdfceatf of andidUng on the two 

’ chiefi. 
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chiefs, the variety of tortures which ihe 
laws of Poland enaB. againil regicides, th^ 
were fimply beheaded. Stanillaus equally 
interpofed his intcrell to fave from capital 
puniihroent, feverai of the inferior con* 
fpirators. They were only condemned to 
work during life os the fortifications ot 
Kaminieck in Podolia, where they continue 
prifoners at tiiis time. 

Throughout tlie whole period of his de¬ 
tention, and on his trial, Lukawflu behoved 
with firmncfs and conipofure, never mani* 
feiting any fymptoms of weakoefs or pulil* 
lanimity. He fufiercd at the fame hour 
with Strawenfl^i; and Mr. Wroughto% who 
fkw them both die, has aiTured me, that 
nothing could exceed the dignity with uhich 
the former fubmitted to his &te. When 
he WES led out to the fcaffbld, though hb 
body was much extenuated by the ieverity 
of hb confinement, diet» wd treatment; 
bis fpirit, tmfubdued, raifed him above the 
ignwniny of an iofiunoiti.aftd pubUp execu* 

o t liom 
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tkun.. He had not been permitted to fliave 
htt beard while in prifon, and his drefs cor- 
refponded M’ith his fiojure; but none of thefe 
humiliations could deprefs liis mind. With 
indignation he refufed to fee or to embrace 
Kofmfki, whom he branded with, the ap¬ 
pellation of ’ a Traitor. On arriving at the 
place of punidiment, about a mile from 
Warfaw, he betrayed no unbecoiniug emo¬ 
tion ; and his harangue to the multitude 
aflembled to fee him die, breathed the fame 
fpiiit Mliich animated his life. He ex- 
prefled neither farrow nor contrition for his 
attempt againft the King, which he confi- 
dered rather as meritorious than criminal. 
His head was fevered from his body. Straw- 
enihi difplayed equal indiflerence, and 
r^gned himfelf in filence to. his fentence. 
Within a days fubfequent to their exe¬ 
cution, the fent away Kofmlki into 
^Italy, as his life would probably haveb^en 
cimliife in Fulah^ alter betraying the caufe 
in which he had ^^gcd. He now reiides 

at 
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at Senigallia in the papal territories, and 
enjoys from lii&i Majeily an annual allowance 
of three hundred ducats. 

To the intc'nded aiTafhnation of Stuniilaus, 
which was frudrated in fo extraordinary a 
manner, fucceeded in the following year, the 
a&ual ])artition of his dominions: an event, 
the caufes, ^ completion, and oonfcquencca 
of which, I have already endeavoured to 
delineate in a former hlt<T. It was in vain 
that the unfortimule Prince attempted to. 
proimtl the difmemberment of the country 
over which he nominally reigned. -His 
ftrugglcs oiilv nianitoilcd to all Europe, the 
helplefs condition of the PoliAi Sovereign 
and nation. Confeious of the perfonal dif* 
honour that he muft incur, by iigning op 
a 6 i w hlch equally degraded both, he long 
refufed to participate in fuch a proppeding. 
He oven gave the Englifli Minifler at War¬ 
saw, the llrongeil and moll folcmn alTur^ 
ances, that he w ould neither be induced by 
offers, nor compelled by violence, to fiib- 
feribe fo humiliatipg a renunciatioji. “ 1 

03 “ prefent 
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** prefent you mj hand,” faid b« to Mr. 
Wroughton, in the agony of his mind; 
** and I authorife you to iiiforni your 

Court in my name, that I will rather 

fuf&r it to be cut off, than fubmjt to do 
“ a deed which muft for ever fully my 
« name and reign.” 

The King's fubfequent con^uft corn?- 
fponded ill with his declarations: ofVer re- 
luftantly ligning the avowal of the claims 
fet up by the three Pgwers, he added his 
cxinfent to the perpetual alienation of tho 
fequeftered provinces, from the Crown and 
Republic o( Poland. We mud not how¬ 
ever, too. feverely condemn him for his 
want of refolution, which could only have 
been rmnous to himfclf, without producing 
the dnallcft benefit to his countiy, Aa his 
reftifal would 'necdTarily have coft him the 
crown to wUch he had been raifed, ho 
not tlie magnanimity to renounce it, 
an^ to return into 8 private dation, rather 
than yield to the mandate impofed on him. 
We might indeed have admired him, if 
Im bad prewired the ahemative of abdicate 
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ing the throne; hut circumlhmced as he waS| 
it could fcarcely be expc61cd. A fceptrc, 
even ^ hen robbed of its brighteft omaiwats, 
dignity and independance; is ilill too in? * 
toxicating a poOeflion to be voluntarily ixv 
linquilhed by thofe, who have been accuf* 
tomed to the homage which it procures. 
Staniilaus, it mud likewile be i^membered* 
was neither beloved by the majority of ]iis 
fubjefls, new would he have found in Uieir 
allegiance and ude^ion any deady fupport. 
On the other hand, Catharine who had 
elevated him to the royal dignity, would 
infallibly have precipitated him from it, if 
he had refufed to comply wilh her comt- 


mands. He had in fa^t no choice except 
fubmiiTion; and pcdlerity will incline rather 
to pity, than to cenfure him, for the invo¬ 


luntary part which he a6ied in the difmem- 


berment of his country. 

From tliat period to the pref^t, Poland 
can fcarcely with propriety be faid to have 
any hidoi^, or any political exidence. 
Ahnod without commerce, abfalMtely witli- 
oqt a foreign gSy, and of .interop 

p 4 force 



MEMOIRS OP THE 


«S 

^ce or revenues adequate to its own eman¬ 
cipation ; comprefled on all tides by three 
powerful monarchies, it teems to wait in 
filent expe6lation the Sentence of its total 
extinction. The King and the Diet are only 
empty names: Warfaw is governed by 
KutTian councils, and tubjeCted by Ruflkin 
troops. Even the provinces are torpid; 
and the Confederates, who fo long endea¬ 
voured to avert tlie dellniClion of tlie Re¬ 
public, have only by tlieir imprudent efforts 
accelerated its fall. Such is the fate of a 
country, which under a vife government, 
might have been juftly ranked among the 
moil; powerful European States; which in 
the courfe of the laft century, carried at one 
time its viClorious arms into the heart of 
Mufeovy; and laved Vienna at anotlier, 
imm falling into the hands of the Turks i 
byt, winch now only holds out a memor¬ 
able leiTon to the prefent, as well as tQ 
future ages. * ^ 

Tbe oharaCtor of. j^taniflans is not one of 
thofe e^er hard "io penetrate, or difficult 

to 4* 9 m&n nnd ^ V^vidual^ 
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he is certainly more amiable, more an o.bjeO; 
of attaclunent and refpeft, than ^hen con¬ 
templated in his kingly capacity. His per- 
fon, from the concurring teftimony of all 
who knew him in his youth, was hand- 
fomei graceful, and elegant. Such, Count 
Poniatowlki doubtlcfs appeared in the eyes 
of Catharine tlie Second, when he firll ar¬ 
rived at Peterlburgh. But, the graces of 
that period of his life are fled; and within 
the lafl three or four 3 'ears he is become too 
lufly, though it would be unjuft to f^ even 
now that ho is at all corpulent. He is of 
a middle ilature, well proportioned, and of 
a manly figure. His fiice is open, pleafing, 
and interefting; the features bold and 
ftrongly hiarked, particularly his nofe and 
clun. Staniflaus’s complexion is pale, and 
he wears his own hmr, which is of a deep 
colour, approaching to black. There is faid 
to be in his caft of countenance, fomething 
penfive and melancholy. At fiirft light, 1 
confefs, this exprefiion did not ftrike me; 
but the oftener 1 have had opportunities of 
i^in^ aod ftud^mg him, the more viflblaiit 

' ' ' becomes; 
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becomes; in profile it is particularly ap« 
parent. I believe, however, that it b more 
thb refult of his actual fituation, his pail 
calarhites, and his future profpefls, tlian 
natural and congenial to him. In fii6t, 
^vliether he calls his view backwards, or 
dire6ls it forward to the final deiliny that 
awaits him, how vafl a train of awful and 
painful reflexion mud necelTarily open on 
his mind! I have fometimes feen him fland 
in a thoughtful attitude, muling, filent, and 
as I could fancy, occupied in confidering 
his future &te. It is impoiTible not to feel 
for him at fuch moments, a more than 
common intereil. 

The King of Poland does not particu¬ 
larly excel in any of the exercifes of the 
body; and though he tides well, he fcarcely 
ever hunts. He dill continues to dance the 
Poloneze national dances, but he has led 
off every other kind, above two years. In 
mufic he has no tade, nor docs he pofied 
even a moderate ear* A circumdance moro 


£ogularis, that he never plays at cards. 


0 


lam 
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I am aifured that neither hb Majeft:y, nor 
any of the Poniatowfki fiimily were erer 
able to m^e tbemfelves mailers of the com¬ 
mon games of cards, fo as to attain in tliras 
a tolerable degree of perfeffion. He is a 
lover and a patron of all the fine arts; but 
11} paintings he has great judgment, and has 
i'oUe€led fome few valuable pieces of th# 
firft mailers. No Prince was ever mm 
gracious, eafy, and affable in his maanen 
and addrefs; which is the refiilt of natur^ 
difpofition, not the elfe^ of artifice. His 
converiation is plea£ng, and frequently dif> 
plays, 'without the fmalleft affeftation, ex- 
tenfive reading. Few individuals fpeak fb 
fluently or gracefully tlie principal European 
languages. Scarcely any living Sovereign, 
if we except Jofeph the Second, has tra¬ 
velled ib much as Staniilaus i thofe P^ons 
who'have known him in the different oha* 
of a private Gentleman and a King, 
are univerfally attached to Irim; and fail 
elevation to a throne has nert deprived Idsi 

of 
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of the friends, whom lie had acquired when 

% 

Count Poniatowfki. 

If, after confidering him as a man, we 
view him as a monarch, he appears to 
fink in our elHmation: he is.amiable, not 
great; engaging, hut not imposing. Defi¬ 
cient in the llrong powers of difeemment, 
as well as in the vigour of mind which his 
fituation demanded, he is not calculated 
to ilem, arid ftill lefs to dire^ the florm, 
hy which he has been aftiuled. He may be 
faid rather to poffcfs a lively and plealing, 
than a folid and penetrating underftanding. 
The facility of his nature expofes him to 
deception; and the flexibility of his temper 
is abufed by favorites, who acquire and 
retain an afeendancy over him. Adulation 
imder every form, finds too eafy an acoeis 
to his heart; peculiarly when, aided by fe¬ 
male attrafrions, it aflumes the mafic of 
^e^pn. The perfons who furroimd him, 
^viihng themielyes of this foible, frequently 
by impprtifoiiy the recompenccs due 

only 
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only to merit. One of his Polifli Majefty’s 
wcakneflc.s which is flattered with the 
j^reateft fuccefs, is his fuppofed refemhlanre 
in the leadin" feuturi's ef his mind and 

o 

body, to Henry the Fourth of France. Tlie 
perfonal fimilarily is however, much more 
miaginury than real; but as his forehead, 
nofe, and chin, arc all bold and prominent, 
like tliofe of the King of Na\ arr^, there is 
a fufllcient bufis on >^hich fur the adulation 
of courtiers to found a hkenefs. liis gal- 
lanlric*’. liis affability, liis clemency, hiar 
afeending from a prhateilationt&athrone; 
and laftly, his ha\ing, like Henry, efcaped 
from afliiflinntion: all ihelc circumflanccs 
are enumerated and infifletl on, as flriking 
proofs of a rclemblanco between the French 
and tlip Polifli So^e^cign. Unfortunately 
the parallel fails in more rflontial articles 
of chara€ler; in w'ildom, fimincfs, heroic 
^alop, difeemment, and abo\c all in fru- 

9 

It is believed tliat .Sfaniflaus is by 'no 
means deficient in perfonal conraget 

he 
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be has never fecn iervice, nor can be fup- 
pofed to poirefs the qualifications of a Bian 
educated in military habits. He very £re- 
quently wears a uniform, and reviews from 
time to time, like other Princes, his guards 
and troops. But his talents uie more cal¬ 
culated for the calm, than the tempeft; for 
the labour of the cabinet, than the exertions 
of the Held. He pailes much of his time, 
ihut up in his apartments, occupied in writ- 
Hig, and engaged in private bufinefs of va- 
nous kinds. To thefe employments he 
&ems adapted; H)r he didates, or compofes, 
not only tvith eafe, but with elegance ; and 
his eloquence, when he harangues, is at 
9nce tomdiing, ccq)ious, and pcrfuafivc. So 
conihious is StaniOaus of liis being unequal 
to, and \miit for his fituation, tliat he has 
laid to Mr. Wroughton more than once, 
** Mon ami, jc fens que jc nc fuis pas k 
** ma place: j'aucois du £tre Chanceiier, el 
“ non pas Roi." 

'Die g^teil de&Et of las characlcr, public 

is ihn nrBQt of economy. His 

liberality 
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lihonilily of difpofition, which degenerates 
into prodigality, invohes him in continual 
pecuniary difHcullies; and though Ills re¬ 
venues are ample, he is neverthelefs poor. 
As fome compenfuUon for the lofs of power, 
and the diminution of prerogative; the Ruf¬ 
fians, aiVer the late difraemberment of Po¬ 
land, mcrcafed his private falary from the 
State. His Maji'fly s clear annual receipt 
at this time, does not fall fliort of two hun- 

9 

died and thirty thoufand pounds llefling. 
All the great oflicers of the crown are 
moreover paid, not by him, but by tlie 
Republic. Yet, with fo princely an in¬ 
come, he has no treafure, no fund for 
future exigencies; and fcarcely can he find 
wherewithal to maintain his dignity, or to 
fupport his houfehold. As there is nmther 
order nor fyftem in his expences, be is de- 
' voured by his family, and impoverifhed 
by his miftreflfes and atteodants. Count 
Rzewufki, “ Marechal de la Cour,” who 
has the dire6tion of the privy allows 
the Kin^ about eighteen -pound* 
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fierliiig a month for his ordinaiy expen¬ 
diture. Tills funi, Mhich ought to be ade¬ 
quate to all his want^, is neverllielefs infuf- 
ficieiit, becaufe it is not managed \iith pru- 
dtnce, nor iupcriiiteiided by a judicious 
frugality. 

Stdiiillaus, at ever\ period of lus lifts has 
been remarkable for his gallantry, and 
lendbility to f<‘male charms. The grace? 
of liis perfon, wimh op€nefl him a way to 
the throne of Polaml, rendered him early 
acceptable to the othei Itx. They continue 
to retain too gnat an aftendani o\er him« 
and tliey haie completed the dcftniflion of 
hnances. He dill nounlhes the wilb to 
be ^eloxcd, and women arc ni»t wanting to 
avail themfelves of hn> w'caknefs. Under 


profeflions of difinlerdied paflion, tliey ob¬ 
tain Irom him more than they could* gain 
by the fale of their beauty. Yet his Polifti ^ 


approaqhmg feft to the agOn 
men ceafe to be objeOts of real at^ 
ia^faneoty and arc uiqally fbe dupeA of in* 

'.Feihapa the King docs not 


fuffideatly 
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fuifictently attend to this IfliW of nature, 
from Avhich he is not more exempt than 
others. 

On the fubje^ of hts amours, which 
have been numerous«and almost indiferimi* 

t 

iiate, I ftiall fay little: for many reafons 
they are better configned to oblivion. But 
Statiiflaus, though naturally inconflant and 
changeable, is yet capable of a lailing pal^ 
iion. After his ele^ion to the crown, he 
became attached to the Princefs C— 
one of the moft beautiful and accompIUh^ 
Indies of Poland. Their attachment was fo 


far from being pri\'ate or myfterious, that 
on the contrary all Warfaw witnefled it. 
During a ^nfidfrablc time flte reigned iii 
his heart without a rival; till confimng too 
implicitly in her fondneis, hb ventured 


lei^li 'to treat .her with neglc^ ‘ Indig* 


olx ^IjpMexion and ^ jitta^n^ 

^ Pru^» ,llepn^, the 
Kft&dorr'lirWK in Tam 
'Vbi. tu H atte&hw 
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attempted to mollify her by fubmilTion, or 
to awaJcen her former paiTion: {he ihut her 
door againft him» refufed to admit liim to 
her preTence, and would never liflcn to any 
overtures of reconciliation. He was incon- 
foluble for a long dme, and even abandoned 
himfelf when in private, to the moft im¬ 
moderate tranfports of grief or of dejec¬ 
tion. 

I The King has no natural children avowed 
as fuch, nor has he had any, male or fe¬ 
male, iince his elevation to the throne; but 
when Count Pomatowfki, he had two by a 
woman of very inferior condition. They 
are both abfolutely difowned, and educated 
in obfeurity. He continues to lead ho\^'- 
ever a life which may be termed libertine 
and diilblute, more elpecially at forty-fix 
years of age, when youth can be no longer 
pleaded in extenuarion. Two females di¬ 
vide his time, and occupy his attention, if 
Jiot bis heart at this moment: the 
Mlidam T——s, au Italian, though DOw in 
Jyer.vahe, is {1111“ extremely beautiful. Her 

figure, 
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figure, manners, and countenance, all breathe 
an air of voluptuoufnefs. She reminds mo 
of the Aleinas and the Calypfos of fable, as 
f'enelon and Arioilo have deplored them. 
The other, the Counteis G a , is more 
elegant, feminine, and pleafmg. I have 
fupped with his PoHfh Majefty at General 
Cocceii's, where he was feated between thefo 
two female favorites. In return for the fii- 
vours which they befiow on him, they drain 
his ptirfe; and contribute neither to render 
him more refpeftable, nor probably in fa£l 
more happy. 

His Poliih Majefty has two brothers, and 
ns many fiders alive. Caiimir, Prince Po- 
niatowlki, the eldefl, who is near eleven 
years older than the King, unfortunately 
refembles him in the parts of his character, 
which are by no means models for imitation. 
His difliparions and his profufions have re¬ 
duced him to the neceflity of alienating the 
high poft of “ Great Chamberlain of the 
“ Crown,” and have rendered him depenct- 
«nt on the King for his principal fupport. 

H a Prince 
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Ihrincc Poniatowfki has one fon, named 
StauiOaus, who is at this time near five* 
and-t\rcnty; and who at leaft cannot be 
accufed of follov'ing the example eiUicr of 
his father or his uncle: extravagance is by 
no means his fault, or his chara6tcri(\ic. 
Should lire crown of Poland be continued 
in the family of Poniatowlki, it is on him 
that the Emprefs of Ruflia •will probably 
caufe it to devolve, wlrenerer it may become 
vacant. He certainly entertains hopes, how* 
ever chimerical, of afeending the throne; 
and with a view of facilitating fo great an 
objedl of ambition, he ^has been not long 
Hnce, on a tifit to the Court of Peters- 
burgli. All citcumftatices confidered, it is 
however very improbable thaLthefe vifions 
ctf royalty, will ever be realiJfed, or that the 
fbeptre will bp perpetuated in the collateral 
defeendants of the reigning Sovereign. 

A dark cloud overfpreads evening of 
Staniilaus's life and reign: he feels its pref- 
foie, and ibmetimes. gives vent to.the* agi* 
titioRs <>£' bis 'mind, on the tender fub*' 

jea 
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je6t of his future profpefts. Many times 
has he predicted to Mr. Wroughton, that 
his end will be difallrous and violent. Not 
long ago, grafping the Englifli Envoy ^s 
hand, “ Ah, mon ami,” fmd he, “ je fuis 
“ referve pour des nouveaux et dcs grands 
malheurs. Je mourrai comme Charles 
“ Premier d^Angleterre.” Such predi&ions, 
it is evident, are merely the apprehpnfions 
of a man, who fees the precarious tenure 
by which 4 ie holds l^is crown; who, is fur- 
rounded by enemies domeibc qjs well as 

# V I ^ 

foreign ; who has efcaped by a fort of mi* 
racle, from aitaiTmation, and who antici* 
pates as certain, dangers which are c&ily 
contingent. Yet we muft confefs, that there, 
is too much reafon to tremble for the fate' 

P 

of Staniilaus. The tempelU which at pre- 
fent feem overblown, will probably wake 
again, and may finally overturn both thp 
Sovereign and the Republic of Poland* .But 
thefe. fpeculations would lead me too for, 

y 

and I iball therefore cloie my letter. 


H 3 ' 
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LETTER XXI. 


Decline of the Court of Warfavo fince ike aecejjion 
qf the prefent King,—Defcription of Stanif- 
laus's villa,—General Cocceii.—Profitution 
qf honors and dignities in Poland.-^Venality 
of the upper ranks, — £,ibertimfm,’^Number, 
facility, and infiances <f divorces,^Virtues qf 
the Poleg.^^Female charader,-^Elegance of 
drefs.—Portrait of a Polifh woman of quality, 
—Heroifm of the women.—MUitary forces. 
^Environs qf Warfaw, — ViUanow.^Exami^ 
niation of John SobieJki*s reign and character. 
—Enquiries relative to the " Plica PolonU 
ffl.”— Poli/h Peafants.—Refie&ions on the 
actual condition, and future fate qf Poland. 


Wamaw, July 26, 1778. 

T he Court, as may naturally be fup- 
pofed, has declined in iplendor dunng 
the courfe of the prefent reign, proportion- 
ably with the diminution fuilmned by Po« 
land in national 'wealth, ^eatnels, and 

power. 
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power. Such a change, even before the 
partition of 1773 , was certain and inevita¬ 
ble. While the Saxon Piinces held the 
Iceptre, a vail portion of the revenues of 
their hereditary dominions, flowed into the 
country of which they were the eleftive 
Sovereigns. Cqmpelled to divide their dme 
between the Polilh afld the Saxon capitals, 
all the arts as well as the refinements of 
Drefden accompanied them when they re¬ 
moved to Warfaw. Mr. Wroughton, who 
remembers the lail years of tlie period to 
which I allude, afliires me that the number 
and beauty of tlie equipages, horfes, and 
train of the great nobility, who ufually came 
to welcome the arrival of Augullus the 
Third, exceeded deferiprion. Prince Rad- 
zivil in particular, whofe patrimonial eflates 
were then of a magnitude and extent ap¬ 
proaching to royal, fometimes united with 
the elegance of European talle, the barba¬ 
rous pomp of Sarmatian manners. He once 
entered Warfaw in his coach, dr^wn by fix 
white bears caugbt in his own Lithuanian 

H 4 foreflsi 
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forells, hamefled, and broken in for the 

purpofe; but their ferocity and intra^ia- 

- bility rendered them dangerous to their 

keepers. I ihould not venture to relate the 

^ if I did not hold it from fo high an 

authority. However extraordinary it may 

appear, the manners of Poland render it 

credible. 

• * 

StaniDaus^s drawing*room, or to fpeak 
more properly, his -levee, though nume- 
rouily attended, difplays no magnificence. 
He only aCls the Sovereign', and performs 
the part of King in the circle, while Count 
Stackelberg pofiefles the effe^ive power, and 
difpenfes all the fiivors of the Crown. A 
niunber of the firft nobility ftill appear at 
Court in the Polifli habit, which gives the 
crowd a pifturefqiie appearance. In fum- 
mer the King retires to a little villa or feat, 
not quite a mile from Warfaw, where he 
^ refides in great privacy, rather as a private 
gentleman than as a crowned head. This 
retreat, for it is no more, is called “ Les 

4 ^ ' y 

Bwis/ there being in the centre of the 
19 building 
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building a circular bath, covered with a 
dome. The houle, which lies in a deep 
bafon or hollow, furroundcd by hiUs and 
woods, is veiy agreeable in warm weather; 
but the fituation renders it unwholefome, as 
foon as the autumnal rains and damps com¬ 
mence. 1 have liad the honor of dining 
there with his Majelty in a very fmall com- 
pany, of which Mr. Wroughton was one. 
The youngeft of his two fillers, the Coun- 
tefs Branicza; his nephew, Prkice Joleph 
Poniatowlki, a youth of fifteen, who is 
brought up under the King’s immediate 
care; and the Bilhop of Piockzo, Stanis¬ 
laus’s youngeft funiving brother, were pre- 
fent. His Polifh Majefty appears to great 
advantage on fuch occaiions, from which 
ceremony is banilhed; and tor which he 
feems more defigned by nature, than for 
public life and iituations of difficulty. He 
allowed me to, furvey every part of his 
little manfion. Horace’s Sabine &rm could 
fcarcely be fmaller; but it is' voluptuoufly 
fumilhed, and contains fome p^tings of 

value. 
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iTftlue. On the tabic of his cabinet, which 
jia fitted pp with decorations and pidures in 
the Chinefe tafte, lay fpread, a melancholy 
itibjeA of contemplation. It was a fine map 
of Poland, on a great fcale, recently ftruck, 
and in which the difmcmhered provinces are 
uccnrately marked, with tlieir new appella¬ 
tions. Frederic has denominated his {hare 
La Prufie Occidentaleand Maria The- 
TCfa has revived the titles of “ Gallicia and 
Lodomina,** which now fuperfede the an¬ 
cient geographical names of thofe portions 
of Poland. Such a mute, but eloquent 
companion conflantly before his eyes, which 
leminds him of his departed greatnefs, 
cannot tend to enliven the hours of Stanif- 
luus s retirement, or to infpire him with gay 
ideas. 


1 1 is at General Cocceii's that I have feen 
him mwe unbent, more convivial, and more 

9 

apparently cheerful than an 3 nvhere elfe. 

.That veteran officer, equally a man of let-^ 

✓ 

ters, a foldier, and a polhe gentleman, com- 
a regiment of Polifti guards. ^ JHe is 

now 
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now advancing towards old age; bat 
he is vigorous, communicative, hofpitable, 
and of an excellent fociety. After Having- 
once been the friend of the great Frederic, 
he is now, in the evening of life, become 
the companion of Staniflaus; who, if infe¬ 
rior in talents and ftrength of genius, ia in 
other points of view fer-more amiable than 
the ftem philofopher of ** Sans Souci.” Coo* 
ceii refidea in a fort of fuburban villa, juft 
out of Warfaw, where he has frequentl}' the 
honour of entertaining his Polilh Majefty. 
There, in a fele6t company of both fexes, 
aft^r fupper, and undifturbed by corroding 
reflections, which as Cervantes well ob- 
ferves, feldom hold much interference at 
fuch times; the King feems to forget at 
once his paft misfortunes, his prefent de- 
preiTion, and his future profpe^s. His con* 
verfation, liianners, and whole deportment, 
convince me how pleaflng be must have 
been when Count Poniatowiki. 1 am hot 
furprifed that Catharine, after admitting 
him to fo diftinguifhed a plac9 in bof a6^c- 

tions,*-^ 
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lions, elevated him to the throne of Po> 
land;-hut I fear Stanitlaus will have caufo 

to lament, that love and fortune fliould 

« * 

have confpired to raife him from a pri\'ate 
fiation to royalty. Juvenals obiervation, 
Vivien fpeaking of the death of Kings, in the 
tenth fatire, continually recurs to my mind, 
as I reflet on the fingular defiiny of this 
aiDfable Prince. 

The general diflblution of rhorals among 
the upper orders, is not one of the lead ex< 
traordinary and chara6terirtic features of 
the capital country from which I am 
writing. Neither Peterlburgh nor Naples 
can furpafs Warfaw in thefe refpefts. All 
the principles which bind fociety together, 
wad which punfy or perpetuate it, appear 
to me to be relaxed amons the Poles. Tlie 

O 

army, the cotirt, the church, and every 
department of private life, are more or lefs 
iniefted. Thofe inditutions, civil and po- ■ 
liripal, wHch in their very nature (hould be 
mod free from the contagion, are tainted. 
Boys vfrho have never feen a camp, nor at¬ 
tained 
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tained the {lighted degree of profcfTioi^ 
experience, receive commifTions as colonels 
and generals. The habit of a foldier, which 
ought to be rigidly confined to fuch as are 
in military fcrvice, is prollituted; and al- 
inoii every nobleman at pleafure wears a 
uniform. The blue riband of the “Whiti 
Eagle," as well as the red riband of St. 
Staniilaus," which latter was in^lituted by 
his prefent Majefty, arc fo common that 
Scarcely a private gentleman is without one 
or bolh of them. Murders and aflalTma- 
tions, in the metropolis as well as in the 
provinces, are committed with impunity: 
nor is it fufe, even at this feafon of the 
year, to walk the ftreets of Warfiiw by 
night, unaccompanied and unarmed. Not 
only the want of lamps is favourable to 
the perpetration of every kind of crime; 
but what is hill w'orfe, the RuflTians proteft 
for money the moil atrocious delinquents. 

The prifons throughout the kingdom ate 
crowded with wretched individuds of botb 
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Axes, Immured, not for tranfgreflSons againfl 
the law or the ftate; but the victims of 
arbitrary power, of violence, and of every 
land of opprelTion. It is here that Mr. 
Howard will find ample fcope and fubjedb 
for his benevolent enquiries, and active ex* 
ertions. In no country of Europe is the 
rage of gaming carried to a more pernicious 
pitch, or does it produce more dedrufiive 
confequences. Neither the pad devadations 
of rebellion and war, which have impo* 
veridied die nobility; nor the lamentable 
condition of the Republic itfelf verging to 
its total All, impofe a check on the fpirit of 
play. It pen’ades every company, and 
feems to acquire force, as the means of fujv 
pordng itare diminiibed. Tlie RufTian am- 

bafTador's Hotel refembles noon^day, as 

✓ 

I have feen, rather a club of gameders, 
than the reiidence of a great public Minl- 
der, charged with the edminidration and 
||Ovemment of Poland. Similar feenes 

in the houfes of the drd nobirit}% 

who. 
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who, after having fold their countrjs often 
lofe in an evening the fruit of tlieir venality 
or their diftionor. 

If fuch be tile picture of the upper 
claffes, it cannot be fuppofod tliat the fofter 
fex is exempt from the vices which diftin- 
guiih tlie men. It is not in faft gallantry, 
but licentioufncfs, which here reigns with¬ 
out control. The very idea of concealment 
is derided as uiineceflkry; and I will ven¬ 
ture to aflert, that women of the firft dit 
tin^lion derive more pride and rcfjiecl; from 
the rank or qualities of their lovers, than 

from thofe of their huibunds* StaniOauss 

% 

example tends not a little to encourage tlie 
depravity of his Court; and during bis 
reign it has attained to a point, unexampled 
ftnee the time of Auguftus the Second; aa 

sera remarkable for tlie corruption of man- 

% 

ners. The prefence of a Queen muft necef- 
iarily have impofed fome reftraint on'the 
courtiers and ladies about her perfon; as 
the abfence of fuch a check, has completed 
the dilToIution of female morals. One of 

the 
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the natural confequences, is the fiicility with 
which divorces are here obtained; and of 
courfe, their frequency. I am almoft afraid 
to relate what I fee and know on tliis point: 
fo incredible may it appear. If infidelity 
to the nuptual bed was alledgcd and proved, 
it might be admitted as a legitimate caiift} 
for fuch feparations: but hardly any reu- 
fons are ufually afligned or rerjuired, ex¬ 
cept mutual incompatibility, difiike, or 
weariness in the parties. Women of irre¬ 
proachable inannera and conduct, young, 
beautiful, and highly born, are divorced ui 
tlie end of three or four years, of a year, 
nay, of a few' month,s. Should it be ri'- 
quifite to adduce inftances in fupport of 
this afiertion, almoft every week ofters them 
here in abundance. 

Prince Martin Lubomirfki is at prefent 
foliciting a divorce, from his fecond wife, 
fits the Countefs Haddick, an Auf* 
trian by birth, daughter of Marflial Had- 
dick, is now fcarccly twenty-eight years of 
uncoitinionly pleafing in her perfon, 

and 
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and accompliftied in her manners. He had 

no fpecific caufe of diflikc to her, nor any 

crime to lay to her charge: but he had 

become enamoured of his prcfifU wife. He 

is now in turn weary of her, and wiflies to 

inarry a third. There is little or no doubt 

of his procuring a fecond divorce, with tlie 

fame facilitv liral he obtained the liiTc. I 

% 

.vent with Mr. V/roijghton a few days ago, 
lo viiil file Priiv - fs y^angnfVa* at a ploafairt 
i*;ireut on the hanks of the Viftula, about 
bilra mile oul of town. She is a very ulo- 
gant woman, not yet twenty-four. We 
found her in her garden, walking arm in 
arm witJi the Grand Chancellor of Poland, 
her inifl)and the Pnnee Zangufki, and an¬ 
other lady, under the lhade of fome lofty 
trees. 'I'hey \\X‘rc amicably foliciting a di¬ 
vorce from the head of the law; who here 

' * 

emigrant them v.n h nearly the fame.eaih, 
that the Pope difponfes pardons or indul¬ 
gences. I underhand, the Prince is foon to 
he married to the very lady with w'hora he 
waa thfcn walking,. in company. with .liis 
rhi. II, 1 own 
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•own wife; and the two ladies live' together 
. at this moment in the greateft intimacy. 

Even the young Countefs Po-a, niece 

to the King, and of unexceptionable con- 
duft, was divorced not long fince, after 
only/o?rr months marriage. I could enu¬ 
merate many more examples of the fame 
kind. In any other European country, prac¬ 
tices fo repugnant to every principle of mo¬ 
rals, as well as of policy, would foon be pre¬ 
vented. But in Poland, the reftraints of la^v, 
as well as the ties of honour and decorum, 
are exceedingly weakened in their operation. 

After having drawm fo iinplealing a pic¬ 
ture of the vices of the higher orders, it is 
however, only a piece of juftice to mention 
their good qualities; lince, if they cannot 
be faid to outweigh, they form at Icafl fomc 
counterpoife in the oppofite fcftle. The 
Polifh men of condition poiTefs a captivat¬ 
ing exterior, and nowhere are to be found 
more accomplifbed cavaliers. In all the 
wCxcrciies of tlie body they are e^piext; but 
it is 6ii;hojfeback that they peci^arly excel. 

«Le 
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“ Le Polonais eft ne a chevaland they 
preferv’e undimininied this original charac- 
teriftic of their Sarmatian or Scythian origin^ 
I never faw men ride fo gracefully, or unite 
a more martial air, with the elegance and 
foftnefs of modern manners. In converfa- 
tion they are full of urbanity, gay, com¬ 
municative, and well bred. Almoft all the 
young nobility have travelled, particularly 
into France ; from wliich country they have 
brought back the fuperficial, but moflifli 
addrefs, only to be gained at Paris. French 
is not anywhere fpoken more generally or 
fliienlly than atWarfaw: for the Poles, like 
the Radians, have a national facility at ac¬ 
quiring foreign languages. They are mag¬ 
nificent and fliewy in their entertainments, 
with which they contrive to mix all the 
delicacy of an expeniive talle, and a creative 
fancy. It is to be lamented that^a race of 
men, endowed with fuch qualities and 
faculties, fliould in general be falfe, incon- 
fiflent, fickle, prodigal, and deficient in 
that judgment, conduft, and confiftency 

Is of 
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of chiara£^er, without which all externa! 
and ornamental talents are comparatively 
of no value or importance. 

If the men excel in perfonal endowments 
and accomplishments, the Foliih women of 
rank or condition are equally pleahng. 
The world does not produce females more 
winning, polilhed, or calculated to charm 
in converfation. They have neither the 
iliyneis and coldnefs of the EngliSli, nor 
the reserve and haughtinefs of the Auflrian 
women. £afe, joined with grace, and ani-i 
mated by the wilh to pleafe, render them 
infinitely agreeable. In beauty they may 
difpute the palm with any country; and 
their attraftions are commonly heightened 
by all the refinements of drefs and of co- 
quctiy. It is not my intention to apologize 
for their levity; lull lefa to excufe their 
libertinifm; but thofe imperfe6tk)ns and 
Guilts are probably more the refult of fitua* 
tion, than of natural depravity or licentiouf> 
^fs. In a court, and capital fuch as War- 
Kw, under a Prince fuch as Stanillaus, it 

14 U 
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is not eaiy to refift the fedu6fcion of example, 
added to the torrent of immordity. The 
iume woman who in Poland is a MeiTalina, 
if tranfported to Vienna or to London, 
would have given an example of every con¬ 
jugal virtue. It is fociety, religion, morals, 
and laws, which model individuals, and call 
into a6iion every thing valuable in our 
nature. Here, all that I fee, announces 
not Icfs the internal diflblution, than the 
external deftruftion of Poland. 

The elegance and variety of the oma** 
ments of the toilet are no where better 
underftood, or more fucccfsfully praftifedj 
than in this capital; where the ladies affeft 

* 

to difdain the formal rcilraints impofed by 
cullom in other courts. I have feen tiie 
fame women habited in the drefles of dif¬ 
ferent nations and different centuries; a 
circumftance that feems to excite no ailon- 
ifliment here. There is fomething' Afiatic 
in the ftyle of female attire, w'hich reminds 
me of Greek or Turkilh, more than of 
French or German modes. In a country 

13 which 
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which frontiers on Moldavia and the Uk¬ 
raine, fuch a departure, or rather emanci¬ 
pation, from the “ coftume” of Paris, does 
not, and ought not to furprife. I dined the 
day before yefterday, with the Princefs 
Z-a, at her villa near the Viftula, ac¬ 

companied by Mr. Wroughton. The wea¬ 
ther being infupportably warm, we palTed 
the whole afternoon in her garden, under 
the fpreading lhade of fomc large elms, 
not far from the bank of the river. I had 
then an opportunity of attentively confidcr- 
ing her drefs, wliich I will endeavour to 
deferibe. Whatever inability the attempt 
jnay difeover, it will convey to 3'ou an idea 
of. the toilet of a Polifli woman of quality, 
who adds to the advantages of birth and 
fortune, the additional attra6lions of youth 
, and beauty. 

Her head-diefs had np refemblance to 
any thing beheld in other parts of Europe; 
for Ihe neither wore powder, nor was her 
hair frizzed, but on the contrary, limply 
l^ooibed down over her forehead, and bound 
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by a muflin fillet. Two trelTes * twfted/ 
which fell from the left fide, were negligently 
pinned to a fort of turban, compoled like- 
wife of miiflin, that encircled her head. 
Her i^be w'as of a pale rofc color, bordered 
by a rieli embroidery, and defeending to her 
feet, but without concealing them. About 
her waift was faftened a girdle or ceftus 
of filk, near nine inches in brj^adth. It is 
cxa6llv the zone of the Greeks and of Ho* 
inor, which is ftill worn in Walachia. A 
broad Mcdicis of Drefdcn lace furrounded 
her bofom and fliouldcrs, which w’ore partly- 
uncovered, partly veiled by her ftiift and»a 
Turkifii gauze, calculated rather to difplay^ 
lhan to hide, thofe parts of her perfon. 
Over her whole figure was diffufed a volup¬ 
tuous air, which added to the effeft of her 
natural attractions. She fiiewed us her 
maids, who had juft returned from bathing; 
young Poloncze girls, rifing in ftature one 
above tlie other, and relembling nymphs, 
in loofe drapery, witli their wet hair floating 
down their backs. The. Princeft herfelfi 

14 like 
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lake Wortley Montague's Fatima, is 

.^9 native of Kaminiecz on the borders of 
^ ^ • 

'"Moldavia; and when a child, had, as ihe 

told me, frequently been carried by her 

mother into the Haram of the Baihaw of 

Choczim, capital of that Tlirkiih province. 

I have found her converlation oh every fub- 

jc6l, not lefs interefting than her figure; 

and I regret that my appoaching departure 

from Warfiiw, will fo foon interrupt our 

Acquaintance. 

*It is not merely in the intercourfe of 
jJrivate Hfe, in the graces of perfonul de- 
|K>rtnient, or in the ornaments of female 
cultivation, that the Polifh women excel. 
They have in a variety of infranccs, dif- 
played mafculine firmnefs and courage 
above their fex; peculiarly during the period 
when their country was the fcence of civil 
dilTention, and of, foreign war. I could cite 
feme examples of tiiis affertion, not un^ 
•Worthy to he compared with the greateft 
models of antiquity in heroifm. At the 
taftioa of Slonim in Lithuania, fought by 

Prince 
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Prince Hadzivil againft the forces of Catha- 
tine the Second, in the autumn of 1764» 
two ladies of the highcft rank appeared in 
the field. The one was lifter to Princo 
Radzivil, the other was his wife. The 
latter fcarcely fev('ntecn years of age, and 
new'ly married, fought in perfon on horfe- 
hack. With a piftol in her hand, Ihe rode 
along the line, encouraging the troops to do 
their duty; and when the Huftians obtained 
tlie victory, (he faved hcrfelf by fwimming 
her horfe acrols tlie river Niemen. This 
Camilla only wanted a Virgil, to celebrate 
her courage. She was by birth a Counted 
Hzeivufki, and is ftill alive, confined in a 
lonely cattle in Litliuonia, where, as X axa 
told, the is difordcred in her uudejftand- 
ing. Her fifter-in-law is likewife living, 
and refident in Poland. The fa£i itfel^ 
which is inconteftibly true, makes one of 
&e many tending to prove how widely dif- 
ft^rent ore the fpirit- and manners of this 
Oountry, from thofe of owr own. 

Jt was not in valour, in patriotiiin, or in 
militaiy enthufiaftn, that the Polilh confe* 

denxtes 
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derates were deficient; but they wanted 
fyflem, fnbordination, obedience, and dif> 
cipline. They will be, I fear, lor ever 
deftitute of thofc elTential qualities, which 
the Ruffians know how to value, and to 
which they owe their ad^ual fuperiority. 
Tlic Republic has at this time an army on 
foot, in regular pay, of about lixteen ihou- 
iand foldiers; while half that number of 
Catharine's troops retain Poland in complete 
fubjeftion. The Mufeorite forces, quartered 
in and near the metropolis, do not exceed 
nine hundred. It is not a Uttle Mondorful 
to behold a country thus fubdued by foreign 
tiolence, clifmembered, and apparently 
near its diflblution; while at the fame time, 
the capital feems immerfed in pleafures, or 
funk in apathy and indifferoneo. Such a 
nation cannot hope to revive, and fcaroely 
excites our compaffion at its fall. 

During ,my ftay here, at this l>eautifiil 
feafoD, I hav e vifited die environs of War- 
few on every fide, witii. the advantage 
Mr. Wrougiiton for my conduftor. They 
IP^e in general tame, flat, and devoid of 

pifturefquc 
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plfturefque or pleafmg objects. No moun¬ 
tains, and fcarcely even any eminences are 
fec^n. Through the midft of the folitaiy 
landfcape rolls the Viftula; but far inferior 
in grandeur as well as in beauty to the 
Rhine, the Danubf, the Elbe. In fomc 
parts it is divided by fmall illands; in 
others it flows in a collcfled ftre'ani, but 
difcoloured, and in many places lhallow. 
The foil, ihougli not uniertile, is very faiidy. 
Hardly any marks of the vicinity of a 
metropolis prefent thcmfelvcs; and fo thin is 
the population that at a mile from the city, 
a 0:nmo:er would imasrine hiinfclf in an un- 

O O 

inhabited wild. ITierc are neverthclefs, 
many very elegant palaces or country-houfes 
in its neighbourhood. Among the chiefj 
muft be accounted the rival villas of Mon¬ 
kotow and Powonlki, which belons: to the 

' K7 

two Princefibs of Lubomirlka and Czaxto- 
rifka, the Statira and Roxana of Poland, 
who long contended for fuperiority in the 
heart of Staniflaus. I was how^ever more 

plcafed 
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plestfed to vifit Villanow, the favourite re- 
iidcnce of the great John Sobiefki, in which 
he breathed his laft. It is built in a plain, 
about two leagues from Warfaw, near a 
branch of the Viftula. The architecture is 
elegant and grand, having been conftruCted 
by an Italian under Sobiefki’s reign; and 
as it now belongs to Prince C^rtorilki, it is 
ilill in perfect prefervation. I was particu¬ 
larly delighted with the gardens, wliich, 
though laid out in the antique tafte of the 
laft century, are very princely, fiill of large 
Olid venerable trees tliat ihed a gloom o^ er 
the walks. 

, A circumftance which has furprifed me, is 
not to find among the Poles, the entliiifi- 
aftic attachment or veneration for the 
memory and charafter of John Sobiefki, 
which I had expeCted. Perhaps, liowevcr, 
on a fair examination, his countrymen may 
bo competent to form a much jufter eftimat© 
of his merit as a King, and particularly as 
ft King of Poland, than can be done by 

ftrangers. 
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ftrangers. They aflert that his government 
was ftained with notorious defers, or rathet 
vices; among which his avarice atid rapacity 
were fuch, that he was compared hy them 
in thefe particulars toVefpafian. Hisuxori* 
oufiiefs became, towards the clofe of liis 
reign, the fubjedt of many fatirical writ¬ 
ings and ludicrous caricatures. Nor did 
the qualities of his French Queen, Mary 
de la Grange d’Arquien, whofe violence and 
intemperance of conduct were ruinous to 
her eldeft fon, juftify fuch a partiality for 
her, or fubleiwiencc in the K’uig her hu{^ 
hand. They moreover accufe him of having 
always facriticed the true and palpable in- 
terefts of his fubje^ls, to thofe of Iiis family; 
whofe future elevation to the throne he pre¬ 


ferred above every other confideration; and 
which he‘endeavoured to efTeft by methods 
repugnant to the laws, or fubverilve of the 


conftitution, of the Polifli Republic. 

Even the moll brilliant action of his 


reign, which while it elevated his charade 


among his contemporaries, has peculiarly 

endeared 
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endeared him to pofterity; I mean the fac- 
coiir that he gave in perfon to t he Emperor 
Leopold, when Vienna was bt^ficged by 
Cara Muftapha in 1683, is arraigned with 
feverity by the Poles. They admit indeed, 
tiiat his march to the banks of the Danube, 
was beneficial to the houfe of Auftria; hut 
they mainUun that the a6l was impolitic in 
itfcif, and manifcftly injurious to Poland. 
“ The Turks,” fay they, “ were obvioiiHy 
“ at. that time, as they ftill continue to be, 
declining in political power: had they 
“ even rendered themfehes niuficrs of 
“ Vienna, they inuft foon hav(i t:\ acualed 
“ it, and could never have maintained a 
“ permanent footing in Germany. Sobieiki 
“ injudicioufly precipitated the decline and 
** fiill of the Ottoman Empire, by after- 
** wards expelling the Turks from Hungary; 

while at the fame time he laid the founda- 
“ lions of the Auftrian greatnefs, by going 
** to the Emperor’s relief. The Auftrian 
Princes were much more formidable cne-. 
K mies than the Sultans; and we have feen 

“ the 
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** the grand-claughtcr of Leopold, by an 
“ utl of fignal ingratitude, as well as folly, 
1 ‘riirccly ninety years afterwards, join 
“ with Pruffia and Ruffia to difmember 
“ Poland. It is to John Sobiclki therefore 
“ that we trace, and in fome meafure juftly 
“ impute, our aftual Rate of niin and dc- 
“ gradation. He a6lcd no lefs contrar}^ 
“ to the intcrehs of his own family, wlien 
“ towards tlie end of his life he entered 
“ into the clofcft connexions w ith Leopold, 
“ by marrying his eldcft fon Prince James 
to the Emprefs’s fiftor. The indignation 
“ and apprehenfions of his fubjo6ls, alarmed 
at fuch an allianccw ilh a foreign fovereign, 
“ induced them to refufe to perpetuate tlic 
“ Crown in Sobielki’s line. In our efti- 
“ mate he neither merits the, love of his 
“ country, nor the admiration of foreign 
“ nations.” 

It cannot be denied that there is forae 
validit}', as well as truth, in thefe accufa- 
tions, of which I was not fully aware, till 
after converfmg with the Poles themfelves. 

We 
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We muft ucVerthelefs oppofe to them the 
glorious viftory of Chocaim, gained by So- 
bieflei over the Turks; which like that of 
Thefeas over the Minotaur, extricated his 
country from a deplorable ilate of humilia¬ 
tion, and fi^d them from an ignominious 
tribute to the Porte. Sobiefki s march to 
the relief of Vienna, is not to be tried by 
the principles of ordinary policy, and Hill Ids 
by its efre 61 s at the diftance of near a cen¬ 
tury. In fnatching the capital and domi- 
nionsrof Leopold from tlie hands of Maho¬ 
metans, he appeared as tlie champion of 
civilization, of Chriilianity, and of Europe. 
In that character wc venerate and admire 
him, without confiderbg M'hether he fuf- 
ficiently attended to the remote interefts of 
his Polifti fubjc6ls. Nor ought we to forget 
hk valour, ius clemency, and the many 
great qualities, that met in his compofition. 
At no period of time, fince the extinClion 
tsf the^ boufe of Jagellon, has Poland eiv> 
|»yed fo high a national confidcration as 
Qiidev bis reign. In how difringuiihed - si 

light 
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light he appeared to ibreign Princes his 
contemporaries, we may judge by the behap 
\ ioiir of Charles the Tweliiii; whole admi¬ 
ration for him was fuch, that from that 
principle he would have raifed to the throne 
one of Sobieiki's fons^ in preference to every 
other candidate,’ if he Had not been pre¬ 
vented by infuperablc obftacles. Touched 
with enthufialni, he is iud to have wept as 
he flood over Sobiefki's tomb at Cracow, 
and to have exclaimed, So great a King 
** ought never to have died P' Thefe 
and rcf)e6iion8, if they cannot altogether 
obliterate his defe^ mull always incline 
to regard him as one of the mod illuf* 
Inous Princes of the lad, or of the prefent 
ngp. 

During my day here I have made many 
inquiries relative to the ** Plica Poloaica,** 
a didemper not only extraordinary in itfei( 
but aflerted to be pecuhar to this country; 
and almod» if not abfolutely irremediable* 
It is, 1 believe, unneceflary to add that the 
feat of the diibrder is in' the baiiv which 

.vox.. XX* K entanglefl* 
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’entangles, and by degrees forms into a folid 
tnafs refenibling a mat; every feparate bait* 
becoming a blood-veflel, or tube of putrid 
matter. I ha\’e fcen them ftand out front 

s ^ 

the liead, or hang in ropes from it; and 
nothing can be moto loathibnrte, as aell as 
difgufting. All attempts to ibave the part, 
or to cut the hair, in however early a ftagb 
of the difeafe fiirh operations are tried^ 
produce eitlier blindnefs, or maladies frill 
more frital; at Icafr i am fo yiTured by every 
body with whom I have converfed on the 
fubjeft. 

Upon the phyfical caufes of the “ Plica," 
I find very diflerent opinions. Many per- 
fons afrert that it arilcs from feme morbid, 
diough hitherto unafeertained quaUties of 
t^e 'air^ or water in Poland. It is certain 
that the' ktter element is, generally fpeak^ 


ing, bad,' fragnaztt, and corrupt. But fo 
it is\likewife in many other countries of 
JEufope c^ Afia, where the ^ PKca" is 


' On the whole,, a more gener^, 
1^ CIS ntional belief is, that its rife and 

progrefc 
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' progrefs are owing only to the horrid nutii*- 
inent, and inconceivable filth of the Polilh 
common people. In thefc particulars they 
are far worfe tlian the Swedes, RuiTians, or 
Hungarians. The diftemper is almoft exclu¬ 
sively found among the lowed: clafs; la¬ 
bourers, peafants, and mendicants. It is 
befides, much more frequent in the remote 
provinces, than in the metropolis, or its 
vicinity. At Cracow, during the few days 
of my Hay there, 1 faw many more perfons 
a 6 re 61 ed with it in a greater or fmaller de¬ 
gree, than I ha^'e remarked ’m the courfe 
of near eight weeks refidence at Warfaw. 
Dirt, mifery, and negleft, feem to be the 
only, or principal oaufes of this tremendous 
fcourge; which in a well adminilfercd coun¬ 
try, where the cleanlinefs, comfort, and fe¬ 
licity of the inferior orders were objefts of 
legiflative attention, might probably foon 
he extirpated, or eafily cured. 

The condition of the Polilh peafants is 
tinqueftionably very calamitous: yet, many 
intehigent, humane, and impartial perfons 
with whom 1 have oonverfed here, afluie 

K s .me 
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me, that it is not in fad fo deplorable as 
■we are led to conceive from appearances# 
Tliey conftitiite indeed a part of the eftate, 
as in Ruliia, and are fold or transferred wit)) 
die land. But this humiliating fervitude is 
accompanied with fome circumftances, which 
counterbalance, or at leafl mitigate their 
lot. Eieiy peafant, even the meaneft, is 
provided by his lord with two oxen, two 
horfesy and a cottage. In cafe of fire, tho 
houfe is rebuilt; and if they die, the beads 
are replaced by tlieir owner. A certain 
fixed portion of their time and labour is 
appropiiated to their Lords, and the re* 
mainder they are at liberty to convert to 
their own profit or purpofesi The number 
of days dedined for their mailers, varies 
in diderent provinces, and on different ef- 
tates. But in none is the proportion fo 
fevere or exorbitant^ as not to leave them 
time fudicient to culttvate their own little 
land. In feme parts of Poland, the pea> 
iahts often become rich, or at lead perfefUy 
eafy in their circumdasces. Their poverty 
and wretdiednefs arc not dierefore, iay thefe 

perfond. 
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perfons, the inevitable and neceffary refult 
of their condition. It arifes more from 
their national and charafleriftic indolence, 
drunkennefs, and want of induftry or exer¬ 
tion. Such are the arguments and feds 
which are here advanced. Admitting how¬ 
ever all their force, they only prove how 
iiifufHcient is every private or partial eman- 
cipatiqp, in order to roufe and animate 
man, unlefs accompanied with the folid 
blefling of civil and political liberty. While 
the Poliib people are altogether ilrangers to 
that di(lin€lion, they can never rife to their 
proper rank in fociety, nor be juftly ac¬ 
counted other than Haves. 

1 am now about to fet out for Konigf- 
berg; and if I were only to conHder War- 

» p • 

faw as a capital, independent of any moral 
or political circumHances connedied with 
it, I (hould pronounce it an agreeable place 
of rdldence. Its didimilitude to other 
great cities ordinarily vifited, and its re¬ 
mote pofition on the eaftem frontier of 
Europe, render it peculiarly an object of 
cuqoiity* In all the amufements. of a me* . 

K 3 tropolis, 
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tropolis, in gaiety, pleafures, and the charms 
of elegant fociety, it is fuperior in my 
estimation to Berlin, to Stockholm, or to 
Copenhagen. But no portion of apathy or 
indiilerence, can enable me to Ibut my eyes 
on the deplorable condition of Poland, or 
even to forget its aflual lituation. “ Homo 
“ fum ; nihil humani a me alienum puto.” 

He who can do otherwife, muft have loft all 

# 

feelings of private companion, all fenfe of 
national honour, elevation, and independ¬ 
ence. Tlie King, however amiable in his 
private chara6ler, is only a victim af ftate, 
referved in all probability for nmv cala¬ 
mities; who feems defirous in the enjoy- 
iheht of the prefent, hour, to bury the re- 
colle6:ion of pail misfortunes, as well as 
the profpeft of future evils. Powerlefs and 
tinfupported, he appears to refign himfelf 
to his fate; mid after the convuliions which 
he has witrteflfed, to allow himfelf to be 
borne down tbe ftream qf events, without 

4 

eifort for his prefervation of extrica¬ 
tion. . The • nobility, thinned by years of 
avil war^ plundered, and degraded, yet 

funk 
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funk in diffipation, or fold to foreign pow- 
€rs; excite only fentimeiits of concern, 
blended with contempt. The inferior or¬ 
ders are hardly objefts of pity: oppreiTed, 
enflaved, and ftrangers to the enlightened 
love of llieir country, which we denomi¬ 
nate patriotifm, thy can fuffer little by a 
change of mafters: except in tiie fupprif- 
fion ol* a name, they will undergo no ma¬ 
terial alteration. In fome fenfe their con¬ 
dition will even be ameliorated^ fmcc, what¬ 
ever perfonal or domeftic grievances they 
may have to fupport, under tlieir new Sove¬ 
reigns, they will lat leall be protei&ed 
againft foreign depredation or invaiion. 

Thefe are the melancholy refleftions which 
the prefent ftate of Poland necrflarily ex¬ 
cites. Its difmembennent can only be eon- 
fidercd as tlie prelude to its total dilTolution; 
but time alone con afeertain when, and in 
what manner, lb great an event will be ac- 
compliftied. My next letter will prob^y 
be dated from Dantzic or Tliom. ^ 
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LETTER XXn. 


yoHrney from Warfoto to Konigfierg. — Compa* 
i^rifon of Konigfierg and Berlin.—Slate of 
Dantzic.—Defcripthn of Thorn. — Particu¬ 
lars refpeBing Copernicus.—Journey from 
Thom to Brejlaw.—Remarks on that city, 
and on SUiJia. 

A 


w 

BrisL4W, Septen^rx^, 1778. 

A fter a Ray of near two months at 
Wa^^aw, I left it on the aSth of 
July, for Konigfberg; but as no polls are 
ellablilhed through that part of Poland, it 
was requiiite to hire leven horfes to con> 
duct us to Willenberg, the firft Pniffian 
town, all of which were drove and -ma¬ 
naged by a lingle poftilion. I quitted War« 
^w with a mixture of pleafure and of re¬ 
gret. Its ibcicty and amufements might 
agreeably detain a llranger, if their impref, 




im 
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fion were not countera^d, and in a great 
meafure effaced, by the national mifery and 
degradation to which he is hourly a wil> 
nefs. It oharafterizes every thing in Po¬ 
land, and purTucd me to the frontiers. On 
the evening of my departure from Warfaw, 
at only a few leagues diilaiit, I lay down, 
more frorn neceffity than choice, in a 
wretched hovel inhabited by Jews. There 
I palled the night, ftretched on dirty feraw, 
among ducks, pigs, Poles, and Jewefles; 
devoured by vermin, and unable to deep 
on account of the heat, as well as the fmella 
which annoyed me. 

I reached the borders of Pruflia on the 
following day, and arrived at Konigiberg, 
after a tedious, as well as fatiguing journey, 
on the firft of Auguft. The accommoda-* 
tions in the inns, or poit hoiifes, are nearly 
fimilar to thofe of Poland. But in all re- 
fpe^ts elle, the trandtion from one country 
to the other is a pleating one, and cannot 
fail to ftrike the moft carelefs obferver. If 
f federiQ oppreffes and impoveriihes, he at 

Uaft 
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leail extends protc^ion to his fubjecls, and 
allows no inferior tyrants to plunder them. 
In Poland, the impotence of the p;overn- 
ment, and the unreitraincd prerogatives of 
the nobility, fpread univerfal ruin. 1 was 
furprifed at the fertility, cultivation, and 
population of the greater part of the terri¬ 
tories of liis Prufiian Alajefty through 
which 1 paired. At the beginning of the 
prefent century, Prufiia was almoft a defart, 
ravaged by the plague, and nearly without 
inhabitants. Frederic William, the late 
King, however fevere and almoli ferocious 
he was in his private charaftcr, yet, w ith a 
policy equally enlightened and humane, re¬ 
vered its profperity by remitting tlie taxes, 
and by timely donations of money to the 
people. His fon, the great Frederic, though 
endowed with a mind move enlarged, ’and 
with views in many rclj)e61s more elevated, 
has not followed the example. During the 
whole courfe of liis reign, it is certain that 
he has manifefted a dillike for this part of 
bis dominions, whicli he never deigns tq 

vifit 
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viHt in perfon, and towards, which he even 
exprelTes a fort of alienation. While he 
never fails annually to infpe^ Sileiia, and 
the newly acquired provinces on either fide 
of the Viftula, he dildainfully averts his 
eyes from the kingdom and people of Prui- 
fia. Tliey feel as fubje6ts and as men, tliis 
partiality. More than twenty years have 
clupfed, fince he laft honoured them by his 
prelence. 

Koniglbcrg, like Mofeow and Prague, is 
only a capital in name, not the refidence 
of a Court. It poflfefles neverthelefs many 
points of fuperiority above Berlin or Potz- 
dam, neither of wliich cities can compare 
with it in the advantages of foil and local 
pofition. The river Pregel, upon which 
Koniglherg is built, exceeds in hiagnitude 
the Havel and the Spree, as much as the 
furrounding country excels in beauty and 
fertility the barren, fands of Brandenburg, 
By the Pregel, Koniglherg communicates, at 
a few miles below the city, with' the Bal- 
Uc; and its vicinity to the Ruffian pro¬ 
vinces^ 
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vinces, particularly Livonia, enables it to 
maintain the clofeft relations, either hofiile 
. or amicable, with Peterlburgh. Behind it 
lie the northern provinces of Poland, many 
of whofe moll v’aluable productions are ex¬ 
ported from Konigl^rg. Berlin, as well 
as Potzdani, on the contrary, are deftitule 
of commerce, and derive their principal 
fiipport from the prcfcnce of the Sovereign. 
It mull hoMCver be admitted, that thefc 
difiidvantages are in fome meafure compen- 
fated by the central fituation of the prefent 
capital. The Pruflian dominions extend 
irregularly, with fome intervals, from the 
Rhine and the German ocean on the welt, 
to the frontiers of Courland and Lithuania. 
Berlin is likewife undoubtedly better calcut 
lated for keeping up a prompt communica- 
tion with the Courts of London, Paris, and 
the Hague; as well as. for watching eveiy 
movement of the Cabinet of Vienna, and ex¬ 
tending timely protection or alfiftance to the 
members of the Germanic Syftem. We 
inay therefore cunfider it as highly impro« 
,, baWe, 
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bable, that the feat of government will 
ever be transterrctl from Brandenburg to 
Pruffia. 

Continuing niy journey through Elbing 
and Maricnbiirg, I arrived at Dantzic, where 
I found my friend Mr. Wroughton, who 
after a refidence of near feventeen years at 
Warfaw, was about to embark for Stock¬ 
holm, being fent as Miniiler at that Coin*t. 
His parting intcr\’icw with Stuniflaus was 
not unaccompanied with tears on both fidos, 
and with the moft melancholy prefages of 
impending futurity. They arc but too well 
juftified by the polilion and profpe6ls of 
that unfortunate Prince. D-antzic, fituated 
near the mouth of the Viftula, in the inofl 
delicious countiy, and in the happiclt pofit 
tion for trade, excites at prelent onl^^ fenfa- 
lions of concern and conuniferation. It is 
evidently much declined in population, in- 
dullry, and riches, fince I laft vifited it, 
only four years ago, Frederic holds it clofely 
invelled, though without the oileniible ap¬ 
pearance of hoilility; and there can be 

little 
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Httle queftion, that the blockade will finally 
compel the inhabitants to furrender on 
terms, if not at difcretion. They ftrll in¬ 
deed, nourifli hopes of interpofition from 
Catliaiine, who naturally cannot fee without 
jealoufy, fuch an addition made to the po¬ 
litical and commercial power of the King of 
Pruflia. But he has always found means, 
either by terror or by conciliation, to mol¬ 
lify, and even to difarm the Court of Peterf- 
burgh. Mafter of the Viftula, above and 
below the city of Dantzic; poffeffed of the 
fuburbs; and gently, but fyftematically 
coercing the place, he has already deftroyed 
its commerce in a great degree. The pe¬ 
riod of its political extinction may, like 
that of Poland, be haflened or protra6ed 
from many caufes: but I Ihould incline to 
fuppofe, that it cannot be very diftant. 
There is no objeCfc of acquifition or aggran¬ 
dizement, upon which Frederic has kept his 
eye more invariably fixed; and there are 
few within Ms grafp, vriiich will, when ac- 
^^iii|)lilhed, contribute more to increafe his 

impor- 
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importance in the fcale of the Baltic and 
European powers. 

In my journey from Dantzic to Thom, 
where I arrived on the 5 th of this month, 
I had an opportunity of viewing the rich 
and valuable tni 6 l of country, which Fre¬ 
deric has acquired by the partition of Po¬ 
land. It extends chiefly along the banks 
of the Viftula, almoft from the gates of one 
city, to thofe of the other; and no portion 
of the north of Europe, Livonia not ex¬ 
cepted, is iuperior to it in fertility of foil. 
Nearly at the fouthem termination frauds 
Thom, as Dantzic is placed at tlie other 
extremity to the north. Both Cities have 
been hitherto fpared by his Pmflian Mar 
jefly; but it is only a refpite, tlie refult of 
policy, not of moderation. Thorn, which 
was founded by the Teutonic knights in the 
thirteenth century, long continued free, 
under tiie proteBim, not the dominion, of 
Poland. It divided with Dantzic the trade 
of all the interior provinces of that coun¬ 
try: and was, during the flourifhing pe¬ 
riods 
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t^s of its government, fo rich as well as 
powerful, that the city maintained a body 
of three thoufand regular troops in con- 
ftant pay. At prefent, the military force is 
dwindled to a hundred foldiers. Forty 
Kudlans, commanded by an eniign, have 
likewife been recently admitted into the 
place ; chiefly with a view of prei’enting the 
PruiSans from making any attack by open 
violence, Frederic will however probably 
attain, by more indire6t and artful grada« 
tions, the obje6i of his ambition. He 
knows how to reduce tlie city, without em-. 
ploying artillery, or the formality of a fiege< 
He has already feized on the territory of 
: Thom, Araitened the accefs to it, and effeo 
tuaiiy confifeated tlieir revenue's, by ereft- 
ing cullom-houfes on tlie Viftula, which levy 
exorbitant duties on every article of im¬ 
portation or exportation. In fa^, depopu- 
If^on and decay su-e vifiblc in every Areet. 
dmee 1773 the inhabitants have diminiflied 
4 third part, from fifteen to ten thouland; 
they m ftill annually decrcafuig. Ex- 

poftulations’ 
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modulations and reclamations are vaiii 

againft force. While Eiiglandj Holland, 

and Ruflia are paffive, Poland Cannot pro- 

fe6t itfelf. In a few years, according to all 

appearance, Thorn will be fwallowed up in 

the Pniffian Monarchy. 

%/ 

Whatever may be its political fatCj the 
name of Thom will always recall to the 
mind a man, whofe deep refoitrehes afeer- 
tained tlie principle, only furniifed by an¬ 
tiquity, upon which reds the Newtonian 
fydem of philofophy. Nicholas Copernicus^ 
or Kopemic, has immortalized the place of 
his birth and refidence. Every particular 
relative to him excites curiofity; and after 
vifiting his houfe, ns well as his tomb, I 
endeavoured to obtain fomc information 
concerning his family. It is not a little re-^ 
markable, that fo fublime a difeovery ftiould 
have originated in a part of Europe the mod 
obfeure, and hardly civilized; while it 
efcaped the finer genius of Italy, and of 
France, Though a part of* the building 
vot. II, L ba^ 
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has been deftro^'cd by fire, the chamber is 
“ftill religioufly preferved, in which Coper¬ 
nicus was born. His remains arc buried 
under a flat flone, in one of the lide ailles 

4 

of the moft ancient church of Thorn. 
Above, is erected a fmall monument, on 
which is painted a half-length portrait of 
him. The fecc is that of a man declined 
in years, pale and thin; but there is in the 
expreflion of the countenance, fomething 
which pleaft’s, and conveys the idea of in¬ 
telligence. His hair and eyes are black, 
his hands joined in prayer, and he is liabited 
in the drefs of a prieft. Before liim is a 
crucifix, at his foot a Ikull, and behind 
appear a globe and compafs. He died in 
1543; and when expiring, is faid to have 
confefled himfelf, as long and uniform tra¬ 
dition reports, in the following Latin verfes, 
which are inferibed on the monument. 
They demonftrate that w hen near his dif- 
folution, all care^ or inquiries, except tho^ 
of a religious* nature, had cenfed to 
'drto agitate him. 


Noi 
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Xon parem Pauli gratiam requiro, 

“ Vcniam Petri Deque posco; sed quam 
In crucis llgno dederat latroni, 

" Scdulus oro." 



Monfiour Luther de Geret, counlellor of 
the fenate of Thorn, furniftied me with 
fomc information relative to the illullrious 
perfon in queflion; and as fo little is 
afeertained of his origin or family, it 
merits to be preferved. “ The fether of 
“ Kopernic was a ftranger, from what part 
“ of Europe is totally unknown. He 
“ fettlrd here as a merchant, and the ar- 
“ chives of the city prove that he obtained 
“ the freedom of Thom in 1462. It feems 
“ clear that he muft have been in opulent 
“ circumftances, and of confideration; not 
“ only from tlic liberal education which he 
“ beftowed upon his fon, but from the rank 
“ of his wife. She was lifter of Luca Wat* 
zelrode, bifliop of Ermeland, a pr^ate 
“ defeended from one of the moft ilhilfericms 
“ families of Polilh Prufila. The name of 

I 

“ the father, as well as of the fon, was' 
* L 2 “ Nichplw. 



MEMOIRS OF THE 


US 

“ Nicholas. To the patronage of his ma- 
** ternal uncle, the great Copernicus was 
“ indebted for his ecclefiallical promotions; 
“ being made a prebend of the church of 
“ St. John at Thom, and a canon of the 
“ church of Frawcmberg in the diocefe of 
“ Ermeland. Of his private life we know 
“ little. He did not rehde here altogether, 
“ nor did he die here; his body having been 
brought to Thorn for fepulture from 
“ Ermeland, where he expired. A dyfen- 
tery, accompanied with a partial pally, 
“ produced his death. In his chara6ler, as 
** well as in all his deportment, he was mo- 
“ deft, diffident, and religious. It is not 
“ either known or believed that he left 
“ behind him any natural children. But 
“ the family continued to refide here, as 
“ appears by a manufeript chronicle ftill 
“ exifting, in which it is mentioned, that 
** ‘ On the 1 ithof Auguft i6oi, died Mar- 


Kopcmic, barber, of. the kindred and 
** .^ffi^rity of Nicholas Kopernic; a young 

4 

man, unmarried and wealthy, of an apo- 
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ple6lic fit, at his garden in the fuburbs/ 
“ In his perfon we apprehend the name to 
“ liave become totally extinft.” 

The Viftula oppofite to Thorn, is broad, 
and acrofs it extends a bridge, over which 
1 palled on my journey to this city. All 
Europe, I believe, cannot produce fuch 
another, it being compofed entirely of loofe 
planks placed on wooded piles or pillars, 
at a confiderable lieight above the water. 
I'liere is no fort of railing or fence on 
either lide; and though exceedingly long, 
it is fo narrow that two carriages cannot 
poflTibly pafs in any part. So loofe indeed 
are the boards, and lb frail is its conftruc- 
tion, that it is impoflible to drive over it 
without lluiddering. Our firft day’s jour¬ 
ney from Thom, lay tlirough the newly ac¬ 
quired dominions of his PrulTian Majelly, 
which, previous to the partition of Poland, 
ronftituted part of the province of Cujavia. 
But, fo unafeertained are the limits of thefe 
recently fequeftered territories, and fo de- 
lirous is Frederic of extending and enlarg-* 

13 
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iug i^hepi, thftt it is difficult, if not im- 
jxjfliblp* to know what are their boundaries. 
His troops have either advanced or re¬ 
ceded, during-the laft fix years, as the ie- 
olamations of the Court of Peterffiurgh 
have been ftrotng or gentle. I paffed through 
various villages which had been occupied 
by by die Pruffians, and afterwards rellored 
to Poland. But the fate of that unhappy 
country is not yet finally decided. 

Entering next day the Palatinate of 
Gnefna, which is liill avowedly fubjefl 
to StauiOaus, we reached a town called 
Che^cova, towards eyeniiig, where with the 
ntmofl difficulty I procured a mlferabk 
room and bed. No pofts being here efta- 
bliihed, we were obliged to hire fix very 
indifferent horfes belonging to Jews, con¬ 
ducted by two Poles, who more refembled 
^vages than poffilions, in their attire. The 
morning was very rainy, and we had fcarcely 
^vanced a league from Chercova, when, 
in croffmg a bridge coinpofed of ioofe planks, 
that of Thorn, the drivers not having 

t6 
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cxa^:tly taken the iliiddle, the boards tilted 

up, and precipitated us into the ilrcam. It 

^ras fortunately rather a torrent tlian a river, 

¥ ^ 

and as the diilance was neither confiderable, 
nor the depth great, Ave foon made ourefcape 
out of the carriage. The glaflcs and one 
of the M'heels were broken by the. violence 
of the fall; nor was it till after a coniider- 
ablc time, that N^ith the afliliunce of feveral 
pcafants, the chaile Avas again raifed up, 
and Avc proceeded dowly towards the next 
town. But the liorfes having tired in tlie 
midft of a Avood, A\here the fund reached 
nearly to the axle-trees, after many ineffec¬ 
tual efforts, it became neceffary to fend a 
fenant for afliftance. He returned in an 
hour, bringing frefh horfes, Avhich drew us 
to Jaroezin, where w'e dried ourfelves, and 
found fome refrefhmcnt at an inn kept by 
Jews ; a race of people to AA'hpm, notwith- 
ftanding their extortion, truA ellers are under 
the greateft obligation, Avliile paffmg'through 
this inhofpitable portion of Europe. At 
Cojmin, the tOAvn in Avliich we remained 

L 4 during 
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during the night, neither furniture, beds, 
nor provifioiis were to be procured in the 
jnn, if fuch it could properly be called; 
and we were glad to lie down on the floor, 
littered with clean ftraw. 

Having reached the Silefian frontiers on 
the enfuing morning, we gladly quitted 
Poland; a country in which it is difficult to 
imagine, or to exaggerate, the extent as 
well as variety of human wretchedneftij 
Breflaw is a fine cit)-, hardly inferior in 
population to Warfaw; and if we except 
the palaces which arc to be found in the 
Polifli capital, far fuperior to it in regularity, 
beautv, and the marks of opulence or 
civilization, Frederic, who knows its im¬ 
portance, has adopted eveiy art in order to 
engage the aftc6lions of the inhabitants; 
and to obliterate, or infenfibly eftace, their 
ancient predile6lion in favor of the Houfe 
of Auftria. He never fails to vifit them 
«nnyall^, diftributes favors among them, 
and has conftrufled cazerues, with a view 
to relieve the citizens from the inconveni¬ 
ence 
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ence of lodging his foldiery. But it is 
on the tenure of arms, that he refts his beft 
hopes of tlie fecurity and prefervation of 
Sileiia. In time of peace, a garrifon of 
eight battalions is ufually maintained in 
Breflaw. At prefent, when he is engaged 
in perfon at the head of his forces in Bohe¬ 
mia, he has lefl only about four thoufiind 
men in this city; an evident proof how 
little apprehenfion he entertains tliat the 
Auftrians will attempt to inveft it, or that 
they can undertake to reconquer Silefia. 
I am juft returned from looking at the fpot 
rendered memorable by the battle of Bref^ 
law, in November 1757, which was fought 
partly in a plain without the place, and 
partly in the fuburbs of St. Nicholas. In¬ 
deed, the whole furrounding country has 
been fertilissed with human blood, in the 
courfe of the conU^ft between Auftria and 
Fruliia, for this valuable and extenhve 
province. 

4 

To-morrow I fet out for Drefden, 
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LETTER XXIII. 

AfpcB of Drefden, and frcurifij of that capital. 
—refuUing to Sa.romj from the Pruf 
fan aUiance.'~‘Journe>i from Brefaxc to Drcf 
den.—Examination of the campaign of 1778. 
—ynjlifiration of the King afPrnJia's military 
plan.^Anecdotes of that Monarch. — His 
retreat to Schal^lar.—'Kn/iwice of Prince 
Jlfnuf into Bohemia.He retires into Saxony. 
'^Statc of the Prince and his annyy at the 
elofe of the campaign. 


J)rt.sdkn, OdohcT 8, 1778. 

I T is fcurcely poftiblc to rcoognize this 
cilv, ^v•llich I quitlocl laft November, 
or to conceive the change produced in it 
hv few monllis. Drefden then enjoyed 
profound tranquility; and the inhabitants, 
engaged in all the amulemenls or occupa¬ 
tions of Peace, looked forward.to the pro¬ 
bable 
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buble continuance of a long repofe. Now, 
every thing announces ^var, and the place is - 
converted into a ganifon. Nothing can be 
more ijriking than the tranfition; nothing 
more animating than the fcene. Pmfliau 
huffars and Saxon Cuirafleers, mixed with 
cavalry, infantry, and dragoons, croud the 
llreets. The inns and private houfes are 
filled with prifoners and lioflagcs, mofily 
from Bohemia, who occupy the apartments 
to the very I'oof. Even the ladies talk only 
of war, and difculs or criticilc the military 
operations of the campaign, with no fmuU 
ability. 

If we except, however, the general fer-' 

,mentation produced by fo great and unexw. 
pefled an event, together with forae aug-» 
mentation of the public expence, ncceflarily 
Tcfulting from an increafed military efta- 
blifbmcnt; Drcfden has not hitherto ex¬ 
perienced any of the calamities ufually at¬ 
tendant on, or charafteriftic of war. The 
Elector goes out to hunt, as ufual, at JVlo- 
yitzburg; parties of plcafiirc arc mutle at 

fevcral 
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feveral leagues diflant, without the flighted 
apprehenfion of danger from the Auftrians; 
and all the environs of the cajntal are pro- 
tolled from infult or devaflation. .A fnvall 
party of Croats, who fwam aevofs the Elbe 
above the city, Ibme days ago, and who as 
liaftily repafled the river again into Bohe¬ 
mia, are the only emnnies tliat have yet 
ap])eared. If fo extraordinary a degree of 
proteCiion and fecuritv, at a moment like 
the prel’ent, docs not prove, as it would 
feern to do, the wifdom of the Govern¬ 
ment; it certainly demonfirates the fupe- 
Tior advantage refulting to Saxony from an 
alliance with Pruflia, rather than with Auf- 
tDii. ‘ Only twenty-two years ago, at the 
commencement of the great war of 1756, 
before hoftilitSes began, all Saxony was 
ovcr-nm by frcderic^s troops. The elec- 
tc*fale was ravaged, the capital bombarded 
and pbnuicred, the King of Poland driven 
from hii; iicrcditarv dominions to take re- 
luge at Wrtj faw, and his army ignominiouily 
made prifonets of war at Pirna; while the 

imperial 
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imperial forces were reduced to be fpetUi- 
tors of thefe difaiters, which tliey could 
neither prevent nor revenge. 

At prefent, tlie fame Prince who formerly 
humbled and cannonaded Drcfden, extends 
to it complete proU;flion. The gates arc 
confided to Prullian troops; the money of 
Brandenburgh is current in all payments or 
contrails; and the molt perfc6t cordiality 
iUbfifts between the two fovereigHs, as well. 
its between their refpeftive fubjci^s. I'lie 
name of Frederic, lb long held in execra¬ 
tion Uirouglu)nt this country, which bled 
im<ler his opprelTion, is now pronounced 
with vcnei'ution. They feem only to re¬ 
member his valor, (kill, and military re¬ 
putation. All the animofxtics of former 
reigns are now done away by prefent nccel^ 
lity; and at a time when llie campaign is 
rapidly drawing to a clofe, only a few pre¬ 
datory incurfions have diliurbed tltc interior 
tranquillity of Saxony. 

■ So inedimable an advantage is not howr^ 
-ever to be wholly aferibed either to tlie fu- 

peiior 
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period aftivity and energy of Frederic; or 
ftill lefs to any incapaci^, tardinefs, or in¬ 
ferior military ability in the Aiiftrian com¬ 
manders. It refults in a great degree from 
the nature of the country itfelf, and the 
local pofition of Drefden in particular. 
Though this capital is lituuted within a very 
ftjw leagues of the Bohemian frontiers, yet 
as Saxony is bounded by mountains and 
defiles towards Bohemia, the approaches are 
difiicult, hazardous, and either impeded by 
ihows during many months of the 3 ear, or 
eaiily defended againft an invader. On the 
contrary, notwitldianding the portion of 
territory by whicli Berlin and Drefden are 
fcparated, exceeds a hundred miles in ex¬ 
tent; the intermediate country is almoft 
all flat, open, and indcfcnfible, except by a 
fuperior ariiiy, at the rilh of a general en¬ 
gagement. Happily therefore for Saxony, 
policy and interefl have dictated at the pre- 
fent moment, a clofi? alliance with Pruflia; 
whofe Sovereign now appears as the cham- 
jnon of tlie Gcj’jnanic fyflem and liberties 

againfl 
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agaiiift Auftrian innovation; while he is the 
peculiar advocate of Saxony, the Eleftrefe 
Dowajer bein? lifter and allodial heirefs to 

O O 

tlie late Eleftor of Bavaria. We may how- 
(‘\ cr venture fafcly to alTert, that while the 
prefent political order of things, and the 
prefent balance of power remain unchanged 
in Germany; no advantages which tlio 
court of Vienna can hold out or offer to 
Saxony, will ever compeufate for the mif- 
fortunes almoil neceflarily refulting from a 
rupture with Pruflia. This is a truth of 
which the prefent wile Eleflor, inftruCled 
by his grand-father’s experience and cala¬ 
mities, feems to have the fulleft conviftion. 

I arrived here on tlie 19th of liift month, 
after crofting a line ])art of Silclla, and the 
whole Province of Lufatia, which latter 
country belongs to Saxony, and is in every 
refpeft one of the moll beautiful of the 
German Empire. They derive additional 
charms, from the contrail which every vil¬ 
lage and every cottage prefent to thofe of 
Poland, At Parchwitz, a little town in 

Silclla, 
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Silefia, we were only about twelve leagues 
from the great PrulTian arm)% under the 
King’s command, in Bohemia: but Frederic 
neither permits vifitors, nor accepts volun¬ 
teers. The Englifli arc particularly ob¬ 
noxious to him; and it is certain that he 
has never fincerely loved the nation, at any 
period of Ills reign, however policy or nc- 
ceflity may have driven him, under peculiar 
circunilbmces, to form alliances with Great 
Britain. He has not forgotten the unpaid 
fubfidy of 1762; and he deprecates, not 
without fome reafon, the animadverfions or 
criticifms which foreigners of our deferip- 
tion, might prefume to pafs upon his mili¬ 
tary plans and conduct. “ Jc ne veux pas 
“ de chambre balTe au milieu de mon ar- 
** mee," faid he, in reply to an application 
made him lately, to permit fomc Englifli 
officers to ferve as volunteers in his camp. 
Perhaps, if we rightly confider the matter,, 
he cannot jufily be; blamed for his determi*, 
nation on this point. 

Silefia and Luiatiu are claffic ground in 

modern 



COURT OP BERLIN, ETC, 

modern hiftory, and may not improbably 
form the fcene of fome fiiture epic poem, of 
which Frederic will be the hero, and Ids 
vi6lories or dangers the principal fubjc 61 . 
It is impoflible not to have him conftantly 
prefent to the mind and imagination, while 
travelling from Brellaw to Drefden. As 
well might we vifit the Troade, without 
recalling He6lor or Achilles, at every ftep. 
We drove acrofs the plain of LifTa, where 
he completely defeated the Auftrians under 
Prince Charles of Lorrain, in Decembet 
1757 ; and over tliat of Ligmtz, where he 
extricated himfelf at one of the moll peri¬ 
lous moments of the lail war, in Augulf 
1760. Surrounded by three great armieS| 
and apparently on the veiy point Of extinc¬ 
tion, it was only by routing Laudohn, that 
he tliere preferved his crown and liie. At 
the end of twenty years, it is curious to 
behold him and his brother Heniy, again 
oppofed almoil on the fame ground, to the 
fame Generals, Lacy and Laudohn. Near 
Bautzen in Lufatia, 1 left at a fmall diftance, 

* VOL. II. M the 
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the heights memorable for the defeat of 
Hohkirchen in 1758, where Marfbal Keith 
was killed. How many penlive refle6iions 
muil neceilarily arife in the mind of his 
PrulTian Majefty, when he reviews, as he- 
now does, the theatre of his early prowefs! 
With what fenfations muft he not revifit the 
feene of his alternate triumphs and defeats I 
How frequently mull he behold in idea, the 
numerous commanders who periHied in his 
quarrel, and over whofc graves he is ac> 
tually contending in the evening of his 
reign! After cfc^ing unhurt from fo. many 
perils, he is now leading to battle the 
grandfons of thofe, who fought and con> 
quered under his ftandard at Mollwitz. 

Drefden spears to me ftill more agree¬ 
able on this fecond viiit, than at the firft: 
the environs are beautiful, far furpafting in 
pi^refque fceneiy, even tbofe of Vienna. 
They form a ftriking contrail to the tame 
depopulated ezpanie which invells Watiaw, 
9nd not lefs lb to the fterile fands that fur- 
roaad Berlin and Potzdam. But indepen- 
17 dent 
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Ufent of local fnperiorities, other circunn 
ftances render it at present the mdft interell- 
ing place of refidence in Europe. The 
vicinity of four great armies; the number 
of officers of rank who are coittihually puf¬ 
fing through the city; its lituation, at fo 
inconiiderable a dUlance from the theatre of 
war, that every event,which happens iit 
either camp, is known here in a few hours 
afterwards: all thefe things make it far 
more amufmg than either Berlid or Vienna^ 
which by their more remote polition know 
little except from report. HerCj every 
movement and every a6tion are canVafied 
with equal freedom and acutenefs. Com 
verfation and fbciety derive animation from 
the fcene performing before us-; and I fee 
noriting in Drefden which ieems to have 
efcaped the contagion, unleis perhaps it be 
the Eledor himfelf. 

infinite are the fpeculiiriohs, wd various 
the opmionffi on the pail campaij^; for 
fuch it may imw,' I believe, be termed, as 
the twp Fruffian'aridies ore dx^y 
.■ * MS or 
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or retired out of Bohemia, and the military 
operations are at an end. It is not proba^ 
ble that the Auftrians, who have hitherto 
fyftematically a£ted on the defenfive, will 
fuddeiily change their plan, and purfue the 
retreating enemy into Saxony. Certainly 
no campmgn in the courfe of the prefent 
century, has more difappointed expc6tation, 
produced fewer events, or been attended 
with fo inconfiderablc an effuiion of blood. 
There are not wanting perfons here, who 
criticife the King of Pniffia’s and Prince 
Heniy’s condu^l, with extreme feverity*. 
They fay, the great Frederic in 1778, is 
no more himfelf, than was Prince Eugene 
in 1734. They accufe him of wanting en- 
terprize, of fearing to commit his reputa¬ 
tion to hazard, and of allowing his troops 
to walle away in inaflion. After pafling 
“ many months," fay they, “ in remon- 
“ ftrances and delays relative to the Bavar 
** rian fuccellton, which he ought to ha%e 
** employed in arms, and thereby giving 
** the Auftrians time to prepare for his re- 

“ ception. 
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“ ccption, he at length enters Bohemia. 
“ What has he done? Has he opened'a 
“ way to Prague ? Has he given battle to 
“ Jofeph the Second ? Did he vanquifh the 

4 

“ obftacles oppofed to his junction with 
“ Prince Henry ? No! He could not effeft 
any one of thefe objefts. After ravaging 
■ ‘ and defolating feme of the northern circles 

t * 

“ of Bohemia, from which he has only car- 
ried off a few hoflages; he and his bro- 
“ ther, alike fruftrated in all their views, 
“ have already fallen back upon Saxony and 
“ Silcfia. Far from attacking the enemy's 
“ lines, behind the Elbe, f^t Kpnigingratz, 
“ as ho did at Prague, at Torgau, and on 
** fo many other occufions, during the great 
** war of fevon years; we have neither fecn 
“ a fiego, nor even witneffed a Ikirmilh 
“ which deferves the name. ‘ The campaign 
is clofed; and the Emperor, who never 
“ yet was prefent at a battle, nor beheld 
“ an army, except at the ceremony of a 
re%'iew, has foiled, and obtained a nega- 

• . ■ * • • I 

over the greateft comman- 
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of the preient age. If the Prince 
Iloyal had led on the PrulTians, we 
** &ould have been more fuccefsfiil, and at 
lead we (bould have given battle to the 
enemy. Frederic has furvived himfelf? 
Ce ned plus que lombre du grand Fre- 
deriC}” as he himfelf in his Memoirs, has 
faid of Prince Eugene in his lad cam¬ 
paign. He is no longer the fame a^ive 
hero who fought at Rnibach, at Torgau, 
« and at Cunerfdorf.” 

Such are the animadverdons paOed on 
his conduft, by thofe who cenfure the pre- 
fent campaign. 1 confefs that the dt 6 b and' 
arguments are at drd fight calculated to 
make an imprelTion; but on examination 
they will be found, in my opinion, no lefs 
iinjud than unmerited. It is true that the 
campaign, which has been derile in great 
events, offers nothing brilliant to the ima¬ 
gination. Fredenq has neither atchieved 
the conqued of Bohemia, nor the capture 
of Prujue. I will even admit that his an¬ 
il^ by compelling him to retire into 

his 
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his o^vn dominions, has acquired a degree 
of reputation at his ezpence. But allow¬ 
ing thefe pnnciples, where has been the 
want of ability, enterprise, or ardour, in 
his PruiTian Majedy p Let us examine dif^ 
paiTionately. 

The war originates in the feizure of a part 
of Bavaria by the Court of Vienna, upon 
very problematical groundsof right or juftice. 
If Frederic had not remondrated; if he had 
tndantly invaded Bohemia or Moravia, as 
he did in 1756, inilead of fending reclama¬ 
tions and manifcilos to Maria Therefa, he 
might probably have acquired more laurels; 
but he certwnly would not have proved to 
his fubje^s and to all Europe, that he is 
animated by no other motive than the pro- 
te^ion of • the Germanic liberties. Such a 
caufe, and fuch a convi6lion, outw’cigh in 
their effe6fc upon mankind, the moft brilliant 
victory. After fully demonflrating his mo¬ 
deration and anxious wifli for peace, he at 
length has recourfe to arms. Entering Bo¬ 
hemia on the silcfian quarter, he advances 

u 4 into 
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into the kingdom, and finds Jofeph the S&s 
oond, with Lacy at his fide, entrenched 
behind the Elbe, in an inaccefiible camp, 
00 the heights of Konigingratz; having 
under his command not lefs than a hundred 
thoufiind foldiers. Prince Henry of Pruffia 
penetrates at the fame time into Bohemia 
on another quarter, where he meets Lau*? 
dohn advantagcouily polled, who impedes 
his further progrefs, or his approach to** 
w ards the King. Jofeph on his part de« 
clines, and even prohibits all offenfive or 
hazardous operations, with the moil unre¬ 
mitting folioitude, though fer fuperior to 
/ the Prufiians in force. Flanked by Laudohn 
on his left, and by Haddick on his right, 
while he was fupplied with proviilons fron^ 
his own dominions in his rear; how could 
Frederic, under fuch difadvantages, and at 
every polfible rifk, force the Emperor to q 
general a^on ? That he did not want the 
inclination, Imd it been pra^icable without 
tho' greateil temerity,/ is inconteflible, fince 
he made every effort for the purpqfe, Jiu? 

S * • 

in 
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in vain. The Emperor’s .determination to 
bear all infults, even to fee bis provinces 
ravaged and ranfomed, rather than hazard 
an engagement, >vas fyilematic and infuper- 
able. 

About the middle of Auguft, while Fre¬ 
deric was encamped at Jaromirz in Bohemia, 
he rode out one morning with his nephew, 
the Hereditary Prince of Brunfwic, in order 
to reconnoitre the enemy’s pofition, and to 
judge whether there was no means of com¬ 
pelling the Auflrians to a battle. “ Eh 
“ bien, mon neveu,” fmd he, after long 
examining their camp with his glafs at hb 
eye, ** quen dites vous? N’y a t’il pa» 
“ moycn d’altaquer ces gens la?*—“ Oui, 
“ Sire” anfwered the Prince, “ il y a bien 
“ nioyen; et je repondrai a votre Majed^ . 
“ de forcer les lignes, et d’entrer dans lea 

trancli^es Tepee a la main. Nous rem- 
“ porterons la vi 61 oire; mais la moiti^ de 
“ votre arm^e fera flamb^e.” The King 
was too wife to wiih to purclmfe even vi6loiy 
pt fo dear a rate, which, befides the vad:. 

edufion 
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eSu(^n ofbloodjinuft have incapacitatedhim 
for €fre6lua]ly profiting of it in an enemy's 
country. Content with having cooped up 
and immured the Imperiid army in their 
camp, though fuperlor in numbers to his 
own; after having fubfifted his troops for 
two months at the expence of Bohemia, 
finding it impofidble to furmount the impe* 
diments to a jun^on with his brother, he 
gave orders to fall back to Sohatzlar, near 
the frontiers of Silefia. 

Never was retreat condu^od with more 
confommate (kill. It was, by the udiverfal 
teftimony of Pruifian and Saxon officers, 
the triumph of the military art; every 
movement having been made with the act 
curacy of machinery, unaccompanied by 
^burry, embarraffinent or confulion, Lacy 
vainly attempted to take ad'^tage of the 
King's iituation, by attacking his rear: not 
n man was loft in his retreat, nor the flighted; 
advfmtage gained over the Pruffian troops. 

The Prince Royal of Pruffia eminently dif- 
liBguifoed him^ on the occafion; and 

Frederic 
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Frederic was fo charmed with the difplay of 
chol intrepidity, joined to military talents 
in his condu6t, that forgetting his ufual 
coldneA towards the Heir Apparent, he em¬ 
braced him in prefence of all the Generals. 
“ Vous n’eftes plus mon neveufaid he, 
“ vous eftes aujourd’huy mon fils." At 
Schatzlar the King flill continued to main¬ 
tain himfelf feveral weeks, in defiance of 
the Auflrians; defoladng the northern cir¬ 
cles of Bohemia, and carrying off . contri¬ 
butions. He is now fiillen back into his 
own dominions, or into thofe of Saxony, 
where be remains; and from whence, fhould 
the war continue, he will be able to open 
the campaign early in the enfuing fpring, 
under more favourable circumilances. 

After this fhort, but accurate ftatement, 
I leave you to decide, whether his enemies 
can juftly compare him to Prince Eugene 
in his decline, or afTert with reafon, that he 
has furvived his talents. Let us now exa- 
mitie^ Prince Henry's conduct,, who com¬ 
manded the other Prullkn array; Jsnd when 
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on entering the territories of the enemy, 
found mfuperable obihicles to his progrefs, 
pr to his effe^ing a jun6tion with the King. 
So completely had the Auilrians occupied 
the pailes, by which alone it was fuppofed 
he could penetrate into Bohemia, that they 
confidereil it impofliblc for him to overcome 
the difficulties in his way. It was only by 
profiting of their confidence in their own 
ftrength and precautions, as well as by 
jnoveipents equally rapid, mailerly, and un- 
expefted, that be entered the circle of Lcut- 
pieritZy through defiles either unknown to 
the Auilrians themfelves, o^ regarded by 
them 9S impervious to a body of troops. 
By this ablo mnneeuvre, he made prifoners 
a corp9 of fourteen hundred men llationed 
at Qahel, chiefly Italianst who were fur- 
prized at finding themfelves invefled and 
captured, before they knew or fufpefted tha 
approach of an enemy. 

Prince Henry, while advancing towards 
Prague, was ncvjrthelcfs obligctl to contend 
with impediments in themfelves almoll inv 

furmountable 
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furmountable. Laudohn, and Prince Charles 
Lichtenftein, who were oppofed to him, 
aftoniihed that he had rendered abortive 
all their precautions, fell back, and allowed 
him to reach Budin. During the march, 
he remained for three days feparated from 
his artillery a circumftance of wliich if the 
Imperial Generals had been apprized, they 
doubUefs might have attacked him with 
almoil a certainty of fuccefs. Laudohn, 
probably by the Emperor's immediate di- 
redion, contented himfelf with adopting a 

I 

defenlive plan, calculated to check the 
Prince's further progrefs. In onler to at-« 
tain this end, he occupied a campt at Munt 
chengratz, fo flrong as to be inattackable; 
and fo lituated, as while it effedtually co¬ 
vered the capital of Bohemia, to cut od'all 
means of jun6iion^ or even of communica¬ 
tion, between the King and his brofther. 
Of the numerous couriers who were fent 

s 

under every poilible difguife, from one. to 
the other, fuch was the vigilance of Lau¬ 
dohn, that ^one ver fucceeded in reaching 

hU 
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his deftinatioH, or conveying the flightert 
intelligence of their mutual operations. 

Thus foiled in his endeavours to form a 
junftion with the great Pruflian army com¬ 
manded by Frederic, and unable lo force 
Laudohn in his lines, or to turn his dank : 
Prince Henry had no rcfoufcc (’xcept to 
retire out of Boliemia. He has don<i fo 
.unmolefled by the enemy, and yeflerday 
j'cached Gidiibel, a village belonging to 
Saxony, not fer from Pirns. The difficul¬ 
ties with which he had to frruggle in his re¬ 
treat, arifiDg from the badnefs of the roads, 
the mountainous nature of the countiy, and 
the advanced feafon of the year, were fuch 
as could only have been furmounted by 
equal Ibrtitudc, pcrfevcrance, and fkill. But, 
how a general fuch as we know Laudohn to 
be, fo quick to perceive, and fo rajHd to 
profit of the errors or embarraiffinents of his 
adverfaiy, friould have allowed the Prince 
to evacuate Bohemia, without fiiUing upon 
his rear, we are here at a lofs to conceive. 
It is certain that we do not recogniise in his 

late 
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late condu^, the deciHon and velocity that 
characterized him at Glatz, at LandAiut, 

I 

and on fo many other occafions where he 
has immortalized liimfelf. Encumbered as 
Prince Henry was with baggage, and drag¬ 
ging after him a train of heavy artillery, it 
would have been almoft impoffiblc to pre¬ 
vent fome loCi or difafter. He has carried 
oft immenfe contributions, and has filled 
this city with hoftages or prifoners of war. 
I will not however attempt to deny or to 
conceal, that fome degree of diiTatis&Ciion 
is known to exift between Frederic and his 
brother, who partly impute to each other 
the failure of more complete fuccefs in their 
operations. It is likewife faid, that the 
King highly difapproves the fpirit of play 
which has pervaded the camp, and even the 
tent of the Prince. We know that he on 
his part is fallen, gloomy, and out of hu¬ 
mour. He remains encamped at Otter^ 
dorf, a few miles diftant, and permits his 
general officers to vifit Drefden, but de- 
dine^ to do fo himielf. Platen and Melien- 

dorf 
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a.re now here. Tlie cavalry, Saxoft 
Ilnd Prufpan, is deplorably mined,• owing 
to the neceHity of liarneiling all tlie horfet^ 
in order to draw the artillery out of the 
Bohemian defiles. I'he road from hence to 
Otterfdorf, is ftrewed with the bodies of 
horfes, either dead, or expiring of 'fatigue 
and ill ufage i but the infantry is in good 
oondition, and has comparatively fulFercd 


little from the campaign. Here 1 fhall clofc 
the prefent letter, and remain, 


Yours* 
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LETTEH XXIV. 


^Review of the Saron II^^tory.—Avgvjlus the Se¬ 
cond and Third. — Rei^n, deaths and charac¬ 
ter of Fi'ederic Chri/>an.^Chara 6 ler and 
anecdote's of the reigning EleClo?' of Saxony^ 
Frederic Augufins.—ElcClref of Saxony.^- 


Prince Charles.—Anecdotes of (he ElcSlrefs 
Dowager. 


DRESDEN) Odober ksUi, 1778. 

B tFORE J quit this ca^Htal end countiy, 
to proceed to Ratifbon and Munich, 
it is natural that I ihould fay fomething of 
the Sovereign and tlie Court of Saxony. 
During a period of near feventy years, 
while tile £le6tors were Kings of Poland, 
that Crown, though it ccnthiued to be no¬ 
minally (d^ive, was almoft coniidered a» 
beootne hereditary in the Saxon line. It 
may however be juftly doubted, whether 
except the title and lionors of King, any 
real advantage accrued to Saxony, from 
TOl.xi. N th^ 
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the elevation of their Princes to the Polifli 
throne. AuguflJis the Second expended a 
^reat part of bis Electoral revc'iines at War- 
law, either iii maintainini; liiinfelf on that 
tottering and venal eminence, from which 
be. w«‘< once tlrivi ii by Charles the Twelfth, 
or in pnfehalin;; the fulfrages of the prin¬ 
cipal nobles and ecclefiaflics in la\ our of his 
Ion, His numerous giillantries, his expen- 
hve tiifte, Ills (ixtraordinary vigour of lx)dy, 
and his muiuficcnce, liave rendered Auguf- 

« 

Ills the Second not a litllo diftingiiilhexl in 
^>e hiftor}' of the prelent century. Even 
his nalinml ihns conduced to immortalize 

« * 

tlieir fiitber. Alartlml SaXe, who was one 
of tiietiij defervt^dly flHs ^^Kirbaps a more 
'diftinguilhed place in tlie annals of rime, 
•than hi?l legitimate brother, Auguftus the 
Third, IChig ot" l*oUUid. His mother wife 
'tile beautifiifCoimtefs ofIvonigfinark, whofe 
brothtjrj the ill-fated of Sophia Doro¬ 
thea, Piineefs of .perilhed at Hano¬ 
ver, in tlielNianneT whieh I have already 
trfated,' ‘ 

% 


Auguilus 
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Aiiguftijs the Second died only forty-five 
years ago, at Warfow, of a mortificiation in 
his foot, ciiufed by a blow which he gave 
hiniliilf, when ftepping into hb coach. The 
ciiK iile originated in a morbid habit of body, 
as two of lib toes had been already ampu- 
taU’d, pn'vions to the accident which ter- 
niinatetl his lite. Ho was certainly an ami¬ 
able ainl accompllllied Prince, brave, hu¬ 
man;', generous, and endowed \vith talents 
fir rnplivating mankind. But, never was 
yn\ Court more diilblute than that of Drefi* 


dim under Ids reign. AVhat lhall we fay 
of a Soi ercign, who, as . Lady Wortlcy 
Montaiiue allures us, and Ihe huew him 
.pe.rfonally; wooed the Countofs of Cofel, 
by tUro^^'ing at her feet a bag containing 
ten tlioufand Louis d ors, with one hand; 
while with the other he brohe a horfe-flioe, 
and flung the pieces on the ground, as a 
prool' tiiat his llrength was not inferior to 
Jiis gencrofity I What are we to think of a 
man, wIto on hearing that the regent Duke 
.of Orleuus had expired in the arms of Mas* 

NS dame 
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dame de Valori; lifting his eyes and hands 
to Heaven, exclaimed, “ Ah? que jc meurs 
“ de la mort dc ce jufic ?" It is the King 
of Pruflia hinifolf, who relates this anecdote 
of Auguftus; the wit of which is far ex¬ 
ceeded by its indecency and profligacy. 

Notwithftanding the vices of his admini- 
ftration, the enormous M-afte of money 
which the purchafe of his Polifli kingdom 
occafioned, and the devaftation of Saxony 
committed by Charles the Twelfth of Swe¬ 
den ; who, after dethroning Auguftus, al¬ 
lowed his viS^orious troops to live at free 
quarters in the Elcftorate;—notwithftjind- 
iiig thefe misfortunes of his reign, his me¬ 
mory is dear to the Saxons, m lio remember 
only his magnificence, his affability, and 
the fplendor of his Court. The late King 
of Poland, Auguftus the Third, boro* no 
rcfemhlance to his father in the principal 
features of liis charadter. He inherited 
indeed much of the bodily ftrength, but 
not the activity, an^bition, or addrefs of his 
priedcceffor. ilild, indolent, and deftitute 
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energy, he was not formed to contend with 
fo formidable a neighbour and antagonift 
as the prefcut King of Pruffia. Calculated 
for times of peace and repofe, his abilities 
were unequal to fituations of emergency or 
difficulty. In the protection of all the arts, 
and in the gratification of his paffion for 
mullc as well as painting, he knew hardly 
any bounds. During more than twenty 
years, from his acceliion in 1733, to the 
commencement of the great war in 1756, 
no Prince in Europe could vie with him in 
thefe n;fpo6ts. Happy in the midft of his 
numerous family, the illegitimate branches 
qf which w ere fcarcely lefs dear to him than 
his own fons; occupied in forming the fe- 
mous “ Gallery of Drefden,” or in aflem* 
bling the fineft orcheftra tliat Germany had 
ever feen; Auguftus devolved the cares of 
government on his Minifter and favourite, 
Count Bruhl. 

* 

But the calm fo long enjoyed by Snxony,. 
iiffiered in a period of unprecedented cala^ 
mity. Relying oii his clofe connections and 

N 3 affiances 


4 
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dliatices ^nth the Houfe of Aoflria, im-. 
jpnidently entered into the fecret mat hina- 

vWch Maria Thercfa, fupportod by 
Elizabeth, Emprefs of Rulhn, fet on foot to 
redu0 the power, and to divide the domi- 
jlionsi)f the fkmily of Brandenlnirgh. Fre- 
(ierick having anticipated the execution pf 
the plan, by meafurcs of equal vigour and 
decifiOh, ‘ Saxony became the facrificc to 
Auguftu^i's want of fbrefight, and to liis in-. 
Judicious pkiis of aggrandizement. The 
f^ainder of his life was only a tiffue of 
mfrforttSnc, aggravated by eveiy fpecits of 
difgrace. Ho faw Drefden laid almoft in 
aflies, his enemy mafter of the Eleftoratr, 
Eis army reduced to Surrender at diferetion, 
aiid his own perfon fcarcely ftcure among 

Jiis ele6live fubjefts at Warfaw. His wifr, 

* 

the late Queen of Poland, daughter of tlie 
Emperor Jofeph the Flrft, a Princefs of ex- 
am^ry piety and virtue; endeavoured to 
l^ppOfe ¥i feeble ibid iniefibftual barrier to 
Pl^dleric’s feihtary%veHty, Her days w'erc 

and Wf end ilOcefcnit^d by the 

Pruflian 
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Pruffian exactions, of which, for fevcral 
years, flio was a rehifUint fpeftatrefs. • 
Hardly \ras Auguftua reflored to liis capital 
and hereditary dominions, by the peace ot 

4 

1762, when death terminated his reign. 
Saxony, at his deceafo, exhibited a deplo¬ 
rable pi6ture of depopulation, mifery, and 
defoldtion, not to be exceeded by any thing 
of which the prefcht age fiirniihes an ex¬ 
ample. 

His eldeft fon and fucceflbr would Hever^ 
thelcfs, unqueftionably have been elefted 
King of Poland, if, by a fingular fetality, 
he had not followed his father to the grave, 
in the fpace of a few weeks. So deep a 
root had the Saxon Family taken in that 
i^untry, by the almoft uninterrupted poA 
feffion of tlie Crown ever iiiice the deceafe 
of John Sobiefki; that neither the inlriguesi 
nor the armies of Catharine, could proba* 
bly have roifed any other candidate to th© 
throne. But the fonns neceflary, previous 
to the ele6tipn of a Sovereign, and the time 
that elap^ from the deiuif© of Auguftus^ 

N 4 'to; 
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to the period ct' hiling the vacancy as ppR'« 
fcribed by the Poliih conftitution, removed 
the only obftacle to the Emprefss views. 
Tile new Elector was carried off by the 
fmall-por, at Dreiden, In the vigour of his 
age, on the 17th of Decetnber 1763, after 
a reign of only ten weeks. His premature 
end overturned all the pro>e£ts of the Court 
of Saxony» and enabled Catharint\ lit de¬ 
fiance of every impediment, to confer the 
Crown of Poland on Count Poniatowfki. 

Thofe perfbns who were acquainted with 
the late E]e6tor, Frederic Chridian, affure 
me that he w:as an enlightened, and an 
amiable Prince. His parts, were not bril¬ 
liant, but bjs judgment was found, his un- 
derilanding iolid, and his mind enlarged. 
Like all his predece 0 br 8 iiQce Auguffus the 
Second, who in order to attain the Crown of 
Poland, renounced the proteffaut tenets, he 
had been educated in, and he profeffed, the 
Catholic paitli. But his adherence to the 


Bpmlfh ciommunion, did not prevent him 
from giving the mod co.nfpicuous demon-f 


drarions. 
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(Irationy of a liberal mind. During 1 ^ 
ftiort reign, he conferred offices of the 
higheli truii indifcriminatcly on his fubje3s 
of both periiiafions; and immediately after 
his arceflion, he began by naming four 
Lutheran ** Dames d’Honneur” to attend 
on the Eleftrefs. This innovation in the 
Court of etiquette, the refult of a fuperior 
nndcrfhmciing, was foon fappreiTed on his 
deceafe. 

In ills perfon and figure, the late Elector 
was eminently unfortunate. His focc, arms, 
and bread, were well proportioned, and 
when feated at a table, he prefented the 
appearance of a handfome man; but from 
his waid downwards, he was deformed, his 
thighs and legs being crooked and entirely 
pontra6lcd. Many reafons have been al« 
figned for fo unhappy a conformation. Tb& 
mod common, and that which has obtmninF 
general belief in Saxony is, that his mother, 
the late Qjieen of Poland, while breeding, 
was fo afield at tite fisffit of a deer, which 

lieiog foot in the haunch, was dragged be* 

fore 
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fdrc iirr, the logs trailing along tlir ground 
and bieeKimg, that ii occelioned the de¬ 
formity of her fon. ft is diilinilt to be¬ 
lieve, Irat more ditncuU to difprme, lb ex- 
tiBordiimry a Itoty. Whatever Vias tlic 
cattle, the efllx r was irninedittl)lc,aii(l bufifted 
all rtietbcal (hill. Baths of fiery Idnd were 
rclbrtcd to in vain, for tlio relioration of his 
limbs; and phylioians from eicry part of Eu¬ 
rope wercconfuhed to no pui-j^ole. ThcELieo 
tor remained A cripple during his whole life. 

To Fr«lcri(! Cliriftian fuccccdcd his eldeft 
fon, a minor of tlurtw'u; but the adini- 
nifrration of Saxony "'as intermediately 
connnitted to Prince Francis Xaiier, his 


ancle. The reigning Elrftor, Frederic 
Augollus, Is in the prime of his age, not 
‘having yet completed his tweiiTy-<*ig1ith 



Of a middle lizc, hielining rather to 
than till, his liihbs aee nwther aAive 


Qor mufoular, tltou^ he pofrelTes found ‘ 
liefidtii and A ftrong eoiiTtitution. Over his 
%lib}c Ifignre dierC 'is diffufod Something, 
*Kiitittr pieKidv^ thas described, altog^ither 



deflituto 
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ctcftituteof and defiCKint in elegance, 

or dignity. Nor are Jiis manners cnilcillated 
to compenfate for the want of -perfona} 
accompliftirricnts.' In hU acklrefs lie ls 
dlftant, and refi rved. Coldnefs and immU 
mation characterize his behaviour, petvadi 
hie converfatibn, and accompany all hii ao* 
tions. He difplays none of tlie gracious 
and communicative difpofition, which alinoft 
equally charaetcriws in diherent v'ays, his 
three cotemporarios, Frederic the Swond, 
StaniHaus, and the prefent Emperor. 

If nature has deniiwl him thefc extermd 
graces of figure and deportment, she has 
made him amends* by confiu'ring on him 
more folid endowments. In application^ 
ftreOgth of mind, tind talents for govern¬ 
ment, the Elector is by no means deficient. 
His reign has hitherto been a happy period 


ibr his fubje^ts, whofe true intcrefts he hto' 
difeemment to perceive, and whofe felicity- , 
he has fufficient principle to cdnfalti itr pr^ 
fercnce'to every Other 01:^61 of purfiiit.’ 

(s not tlie iiggnm<li2cmeht of his lioufe, thO 


’ acqui- 
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«cquiiltion of a precarioos foreign crown» 
or the extenfion of his dominions; but the 
lecurity, protection, and renovation of Sax¬ 
ony, vt^hich regulate his fyftem of policy. 
Rigid in his morals, and tinCtured with 
bigotry on articles of religious belief, he 
reprelfes with feverity tlie flighteft deviatioas 
from propriety of conduct. No men or 
women of dillblute characters will ever at¬ 
tain to favor or preferment in Saxony, under 
tho prefent reign. In gallantry, whetlier 
of mind or peiibn, he is totally deficient; 
and towards the fex, confidered as ob)e3s 
of paflTion, he is peculiarly cold. The Elec¬ 
tor, though young, nevdr entertained a mif- 
trefs, nor has he hitherto had any children, 
legitimate or illegitimate. He feems to bo 
in a great meafure infen(i])le to tlie pains, as 
as the pleafurcs of Icvc; an exemption 
which periiaps equally entitles him to our 
envy, and our coihpalfion^ 

' 4 * 

. ..Frederic Augultus has no fbrfplen- 
dpr, or tlTo luxumus magnificence of a 
jpnirt* Me his two predeceilbrs the Kings 

of 
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of Poland. All his amufements are fober, 
temperate, and confined to a fmall number 
of perfons. He dances, it is true, at the 
court-balls in Carnival, and is fond of that 
diverfion, if he can with propriety be faid 
to be fond of any thing. Twee every 
week he goes to hunt at tlie palace of Mo- 
ritzburg; but he is accompanied on tliefe 
occafions, by fcarcely any attendants or 
courtiers. For the fine arts, he betrays no 
partiality; and though the celebrated gal¬ 
lery of paintings, cohered by his grand¬ 
father Auguftus the Third at an immenfe 
expence, communicates with, and is in effect 
a part of the £le6toral Palace, he rarely 
vifits it. That noble rcpofitory of I he works 
of the great maflers, Italian and Flemifli, 
is left for the infpe6tion of ftrangers. His 
Pruffian Majefty, on the contraiy, when 
mafter of Saxony during the late war, found 
leifure amidft dangers internal and foreign, 
to pafs feme hours every week, in contem¬ 
plating the models of tafte and excellence 
aiTembled at Dreftlen. 


The 
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Elufior, though not didinguiAicd 
.•ithcf hy hiy patronage of Science, ox ius 
pafiion for the arts, is uevcrthelefs a prince 
of a enhivatod uuderiianding. In natural 
plulofofdty and \r.rions other brandies of' 
liuowlei.lgc‘^ lut luts made, coufiderablc pro- 
grefs. . He i.<- niulical, and performs witli 
exOi;;utii;m on tile harpfichord : ypt even his 
•roalical jdeahirware folitary; and be rarely, 
if ever, permits any one to be prefent on 
thofe occailons. For military affairs he has 
never manifofted any or uidination. 

He .wears indeed frequently on uniform : 
hut though parade Vklierc his guards and 
troojis e'xereife daily, is htuati'd Avithin a 
hundred pawis of tJje palace, he fcarcely 
.ever appears there, ,and contents 
with infpe^ing tliom from the windows of 
his apartments. Had he felt a difpofition 
%o lignalize himfelf in the held, lie .ipight 
te^ve found an opcal^ at this moment, 
n(hen tin Emperor and n Kiug are both a]t 
4;h^;h^d^f their iFefpediive armiea, the one 
;tp«ittack, and the other to ^¥<#4 ^ 

torate! 
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^rate! It is well known tliat Princ© Heniy 
.of Prullia, a commander fcarcely jn^iior to 
any of tlie prefent a^e, and of years ib 
nmoli more advanced, offered to 
under tlie Elc^or, if he had been dill 
poied to take tl^e .tield. The propofal was 
de<‘ltned. 

Count Marcoliiii, lus only faYOurile, and 
his conitant conip?mion, is an Italian, about 
fi\e-aiul-lbrty years of ag(i, who havi»v 
bc'cn foraierly a page of hoiwur in the Court 
of Saxony, became .known fco Frederic Au* 
^litus at an early period of life.. Of a diA 
poiltion amiable an<1 conciliating,, be has 
improved' the opportiunties whiqh.hii^ plao^ 
and iituation adbrded, to attain tlie higiieft 
degree of perfonal favour with his mafier. 
He lias in lk6l neitlier rival nor competitor, 
ibr tlie eminence wiycIi .he occupiejj. Count 
Stntterbeim. fills the.employment, and per^ 
forms the fundtions of firfi minifter; but 
Marctdiiii} witliout Uie loilentaticm or /n- 
ijionfibility cd' -ptilice, pofiedes no inconfider* 
able lhare of political infiueace. 

lit 
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In whatever point of view we furvey itid 
£Ie6h)r) his leading chara6teriAic is a trail*- 
quillity of mind approaching to apathy. 
Thole'who know him moft intimately, allert 
tfiat he is never greatly agitated by any 
purfuit or occupation. If he hunts, it is 
not fo much from a natural ardour for the 
chace, as from conviftion that the cxercifc 
is fulutaiy and beneficial to his healtli. He 
neither takes a lively intercll in his palaces, 
nor in his horfes, nor in the company of 
ladies, nor in the converfation of his cour* 
tiers. Of courfe, he is feldom betrayed into 
thofe weaknelTes or ciTors which originate 
irom feniibility, the chief fourcc of refined 
gratification. Dillant and retired, he nei- 
tlier infpires warm attachment in others^ 
nor is he animated with ftrong affe^ion for 
thole about him. A narrow and confined 
education, joined to elevated ideas of his 
own rank, have added ftrength to his habi¬ 
tual referve. But his de&ds are private 
and phonal, negative rather than alfirma- * 
tive, and tenninatiog in himfelf: while his 
i virtues 
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virtues which are public, diffufe happinefs 
tlirough his dominions. He will not indeed, 
be remembered in future agesj by liis pro^' 
toction of talents, by his. ikill in tourna¬ 
ments, by hU valour, or tlie magnihcencc 
of his dif|>olition, like Augullus the Second. 
But his reign will probably be recollected 
and commemorated as an sera, from wliich 
Saxony, • plunged into every fpccies of 
misforrune by the extravagance or incapa¬ 
city of its Princes, revivetl under the wife 
and paternal government of an economical 
and pacific Sovereign. 

The..ft'ignuig EleClrefs, his wife, Maria. 
Am<^liA ’ Augulla, is of the Pidatine Houfc 
of peux-Ponts, and .wiis bom in i75ii> 
Her perfon is tall, elegant, and dignified, 
though ilio, camlot with propriet)d4>e termed 
handfopte, her face being marked with tho 
imall-pox. She 1ms fine hair in prodigious 
<|uantity, a.feir complexion, .eyes by no 
means dcilitute of exprefiion, and an inte<> 
reding countenance. Her manner, which 
imprefies at fird with the idea of didanco 
and referve, becomes on nearer acquaint*' 

I’oi. II. 0 aace,. 
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Since,; eaCy, -a^ble, and. picking. 
ver&tion ilie is lively-and ooinmmucatU%l 
without neverthelefs poilt-firng either fuperi^ 
talents, or a very cultivated underllaiHiing. 
Her life, like that of-Priboeffes in genera), 
is uniform, and dellifeute^' .gaiery or variety. 
Shfe goes itidei;d regtilafly ^to the- comedy^ 
to the chacc, and to the country ; itho 
Elector commonly accoin}iiinicS’her olithefo 
occafions, which canfcarcelybe denonimated 
parties of -plcafiire. The E)e£)i«is has little 
tafto for fedentary amuiements; d ^hreum- 
ilance the morc jicrhaps to’be regretted, as 
foe paiTes many of her - private hours in 
foUtude or feduilon, without oompany of 
any kiurh Mafic and-painting form^ her 
principal' refources. Over her hufoend foe 

is fuppofed to ppiTefs -no political infhlence; 

« • 

and their ^marriage, which hitherto has not 
heen produ^ive of ifTue, may beconfidered 
nether os an alliance of’ foite, than as an 

union of mutual incliiia’Uon. - 

, • 

^ . Her Utility muft bo regarded ai more 
.than an oftlinary misfortune -to Eledor, 
•and t9 Saxony; lince Prinice Chari^i who is 
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ills next brother, and his preltimptive heir, 
labours under all tlie varieties of defomdtj 
which can meet in the human frame. I 
have the honour to know him, and to fee 
him frequently. Scarron himfelf muft have 
been bandfome, compared to Prince Charles 
of Saxony \ whole &ce, hands, body, legs, 
and feet, are ^1 more or lefs diftorted. In¬ 
capable of' walking, (landing, or mounting 
a horle, on account of his numerous infir¬ 
mities. he is wheeled about from one apart¬ 
ment to another. Under fuch an acCttmu- 
lation of corporeal ailments, he is neterthe^ 
iefs cliearfiil, ecmverfible, and almdft -gay. 
One (houW be tempted to fuppofe by his* 
cOnverftttion and deportment, that he is Mot 
unhappy. From neceffity, not le(s thto 
from inclination, he has ctildvatea 
tile only part of hk fri^ation'Whi^h admfts 
of improvement. It is fingular^ bui kifiiii, 
that he was not bom in a fretc of deformij^i 
he gradually became fo at theage 
or twelve, previous to «rhich period bisbsfibi v 
were apparently well made: he is now abddt' 

0 ft fix-end 
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iix-{pid-twenty. Such a perfon fcems to be 
iucapacitatcd by iiis infirmitie.s for marriage. 
Yet, as the Ele/^or has hitherto no children, 
and as the lucceflion vould by liis death 
devolve on Prince Charles, the Elcftrefs 
Dowager his mother withes to procure liim 
a bride. For the honour of human nature 
and of wedlock, it is to he hoped that tlie 
projefl will never be carried into execution. 

As there remain, bolides the Elector and 
Prince Charles, two younger brothers, the 
Princes Anthony and Maximilian, who liave 
already attained to 'manhood, and who 
labour under no bodily defe^; fuch a mca- 
fure can hardly be efteemed necelTary in 
order to prevent the extinction of the Saxon 
male line' in the prefent Houfe. No event 
can indeed be apparently more improbably 
at this time* than fuch a- failure. But, 
fhould it ever take ipl^ce, contrary to all 
appearances ; and jat c^rie, the reigning* 
oc **^bertine branch,'' become extinct; 
the J^sdoral dignity, and the Saxon dOr 
mipipiis, (after paHing through the furviving 
18 fons 
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fons of Auguttus the Third, if fuch there 
were remaining alive,) would revert to the 
elder, or “ Erneftine branch,” which is noiv 
reigning at We}*mar. Germany would then 
witnefsone of themoft extraordinary, events 
which it.s internal liiltory and conilitution 
prefent: namely, the reftoration of the 
defeendants of John Prederic, Elcftor of 
Saxony, to their ancient patrimonial title’ 
and territories. He was dcfpoiled and 
degraih’d after the battle of AJuhlberg, by 
the lilm])eror Cliurlcs the Fifth, above two 
centuries ago. You may probably recoU^ft 
that the virtuous and unfortunate Prince to 
whom I allude, fur his adherence to t^e 
Prolelhmt Faith, no lefs than for his gene¬ 
rous rdiftance to the Imperial power, which 
then menaced the total extm^ion of the 
Germanic liberties; was deprived of his 
Electoral dominions and dignity, which 

Charles conferred on his coufm Maurice, 

% 

and on his .male defeendants. In tlidr linn 
it ftill continues: but by rubf(3qiieQt ftipu- 
iations it was neverlhelcla fettled, .that if 

03 
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they ever ihould become extin6^, the pof- 
t er ity of John Frederic ihould be again 
leinilated in their original honors and pof- 
leffions. This is the caie, ‘which though 
highly improbable, would be realized, ihould 
the prefent EleSor and his three brothers 
die without male ifliie. 

The Eledreib Dowager, Maria Antonietta, 
mother to the four Princes abovementioned, 
may be denominated in every icnfe, a dif- 
tinguiihed woman. She is daughter to that 
moil unfortunate Prince, Charles the 
Seventh, who, from Eleftor of Bavaria, 
■was raifed by France to the Imperial dignity, 
in the j^nr 1741 . Driven by the forces of 
Maria Thereiafrom his hereditary dominions, 
and compelled to take refuge in an inn at 
Francfbrt, while Munich ‘was in the hands 
of the Auilrians; he foon afterwards ter¬ 
minated his days, the vidim of French 
policy, no lofs than of his own ambition; 
H» daughter, of whom 1 now fpeak, i« 
about Ihty-fbur; and, if I may jud^ from 
oer pdtfeat infirmities, as well as from hev 

broken 
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broken-flate of healthy does not promifc tct 
attuia to n very ^vanced sgdj : hilier per- 
fon, even ^rlieu young, flie iiei^cr can^ have 
been agfeiable. Her figure is ihoTt, licr- 
&ce red, reduning the traces of tlie fmali~ 
]Mx, and little calculated to procure odmira* 
tion. Yet, in defiance of fo m^y 'nitural 
difad vantages, an air offenie and intelli^ncc 
illuminates her countenanced Few- PriUcefles 
poflefs more knowledge of tlie world', more 
gracious manners, or greater powers of 
pleafing in converfation; Miftrefs of \'arious 
languages, acqumnted with the human heart, 
and ingratiating in her addrefs, ilie con¬ 
duces not a little to render the Saxon Court 
agreeable to ftrangers. Her ambition is 
not infeiior to her political talents; but ihe 
has at prefent no field on which to exert 
either, as her fon tlic EJeCtor no longer con- 
fults lier on matters of a public nature, nor 
allows her to-interfere in flate tdKiirs. Fruf- 

1 

tfSted of the Grown of Poland by her 
hufliand's premature doceafe, at the moment, 

04 when 
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when ihe feemed about to be raifed to that 
throne: and now removed from the a^ve 
fcenes of ftatc, ihe happily finds rcfourcesin 
her love of letters. A patrouefs of the Arts, 
ihe has adorned her mind by the perufal of 
the works of the fineft writers in moft Euror 
peon languages. I w-as furprifed to find her 
fo well veribd in ours; and I have too many 
obligations to her, for the diftinguillied 
manner in w'hich llie has treated me during 
my ftay here, not to fpeak of her with a 
degree of gratitude tliat I am aware is allied 
to partiality. 

It is with regret that I again quit Saxony; 
but my refidence at Drefden now draws to 
a clofe, the feafon of the year compelling 
us to fet out for Munich. We would wil-? 
lingly pafs through Bohemia; hut it is ftill 

i 

a feene of war, and though hofUlities be- 
tM'een the gr^at armies have altogether 
ceafed, there is no communication open 
from this city to Prague, Under thefe cir- 

m muft therefore of nec^y 
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take our courfe through the Upper Pala* 
tinate, and Ratifboo. Sir John Stepney, who 
to all the accomplifhments of a gentlemaOt 
adds the hofpitality and kjndncfs of a friend, 
accompanies us to Frcyberg. I need not 
remipd you that he is his Majcfty s minilict 
at the court of Saxony; and on both my 
viiits to tills capital, his attentions have left 
the deeppft impreHlon on my mind. 
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LETTER XXV. 


State <if ^RatiJbon.^Bavm'ia^ — of the 
Country.-^Character and anecdotes 
EleHor Palalhfef Charles Theodore .— 
Explanation of. the pacific fyfiem adopted by 
that PriiKC.—Court of Munich. 


Mvaicn, JVormfctTg, 177S. 

I St tny way from Drcfdcn to tliis capital, 
1 pafled near a week at Ratiibon, wliich 
city, without being in a Rate of iiege, i» 
neverthelefs as completely invefted at prefent 
by the troops of Maria Therefa and Joieph, 
as Dantzic is by the forces bf Frederic. 
RatRbon is built on the fouthern bank of 
the Danube, oppoRte to which, on the 
northern fide, Rands the little town of 

Ambof, at the diRance of fcarce a hundred 

% 

yatds.' Two bridges, one of Rone, the 
other of wood,* conned them, the river 

being 
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being divided into two ilreams at tiio fpot. 
We were flopped on our arrival^ by the 
Auiirian foldicrs pofted at Amhof; of which 
place the Court of Vienna took pofiefCon 
in common with the reft of Lower fiavaria^ 
upon the deceafe of the late £lle6lov, about 
ten months ago. It muft be confefTod that 
Rhtiibon is tliereby placed in the moft cri* 
tical and perilous fituarion, furrounded on 
e\ ery fide by the Imperial troops, who may, 
at any moment, enter the city, and fequefter 
it in virtue of fome antiquated pretenfion. 
After the recent feizure of fo conhdeTable 
a portion of the Bavarian fuccefUon, what 
part of the German Empire can be regarded 
as fecure? The terror occahoned by it, 
has already operated univerfoUy; and it 
has even been agit^^ted to remove the Diet 
frcrni Bt^tilhon, where that aflembly has’ 
been held for ages, to fome other place 
more prote6led from violence. The refult 
of the prefent war between Anftria and 
Pruiha, will detennine how far the Geiw 


manic 
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loaoic iyflem \b, or is not likely to continue 
uiiviolated; a qncllion which can only be 
decided by anus. 

From tile gates of Ratilbon to thofe of 
Landibut, a ipace of more than fifty miles, 
the whole intermediate country is occupied 
by Maria Therefa's troops, and become in 
all refpe^ mcorponited w ith her other vafl 
dommions. It is a very fertile portion of 
Bavaria, producing immenfe crops of grain; 
and jnuft pro\ e, if linally retained by her, 
an incilimablc ac(|uifition of power and 
refourccs to the Houl'c of Auitria. Tlie 
population is not inferior to the exulieranre 
of the foil; and when its local pofition is 
<;pnfidcrtjd, ■ which protefls the weftern 
frontier of die Emprefs Queen s territories, 
flie is moil vulnerable, 1 am not fur- 
prifed that Pruflia and Saxony have oppofed 
her acquiring fo important an augmentation 
to her llrcngth. At Lansdlhut commence 
tj)e a^ual dominions of the,Elector Palatine, 

ns Piikp of Bavaria^ vt[hich continue uninter¬ 
ruptedly 
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ruptedly from thence to Munich;. but it is 

s 

by no« m^ns fo fine a tra6t as tiiat recently 
feized .onb}' the Court of Vienna. 

The Bavarian peafants appear to me arace 
of men far inferior to the Saxons inrbodily 
formation, and not lels in the plenty ^d 
riches of their farms, as well as in cuUiva- 
tion of manners. Superflition and poverty*, 
blended .with dlflrefs, aix^ viiible in ^verjr 
village, ami almofl in every countex^ce. 
Such a contrail may partly refult^.^m 
phyiical caufes, but. mull be prineip^y 
attributed to the genius of the government. 
The approaches to Municli bearnoihnuj^l^ 
ty, either in beauty or in fertility, t9 ^ 
envirop^' of Drefdeii. For. mmiy milM 
before I-ojiiyed, l^re, the country, 

is level,- exhibits • few marks either pf^im* 

* ^ .#Vvv 

duftryiprijjfjriches. Tlie city of 
itfelf, though large,, handfome, andjM<^ 
elegant ^tuhiings, wants the vivad^^a^ 
gaiety of the capital of S^xoi^. 
however be admitted, that the mountains of 
the Tyrol .form a fubhme an^ 

.. ” ; obja^ 
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eKtehding acrofs the whole hoi^n 
'lo the finlUi, at the diftance' of tf^tfenty 
leagues, their fummits covered wrtli per^ 
pWual Ihow. 

a little curious and finking, to 
few Munich in ft'Hate of profound repofe, 
the occttpi^ in amufements, and no 
tlKhchtfi>n or appearance of war, at a moment 
AuAria, Praiha, and Saxony, ftre con¬ 
tending fer n part of Bax'aria itfelf. The 
Ek^or Palatine, who es it would feem^ 
IbeWd, nett )cfs from- inclination than from 
lieceflity, have drawn his (word, in ordhr 
tonuuntadn thh integrity^of the fucceifibn 
detrolted to him, * remains pcdhve and 
ffbuttal. in Ins own qnafrcK He 'Cven 
tefrioBi' the uforpation of a COntiddrahlC 
phrt^t^f his territories, and ICjgithnateej' as 
fer'as'^'ft able, the viofenfce--of''tbe’Irti^ 
perifil cabinet. How are we to account Ibr 
ibcb a line 6f 'condu^, in a PrinCft Hitherto 
'Cblfidercd as'heiuier pufillanimouS, <&or 

- Of dcfeiWing his rights ? How 
Veenncile ■ it ‘-to the otdinaiy 

maxims 
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of pdUtic^^ imreftf or^ W ^tivater 
koAOrP I -will end^our, fr<m>-the'‘ 

which I polTefs to explain in foiite 
the ^ret Mottos of fo extraordiiie£y 
m>'1leri(At9’ a policy^ 

-■ Chfitlcs Theodore, tbh ^ijning EfeSof 
Palatine, is no logger youkg, rietii'iitt ‘'Wd 
Aauft fuppole; nnder the iiifitfetjce df titty 
paHions except fucli as are coittpalikle'witkv 
tf tiiey do ttof coftllibnto to, his ^clfy^ttd 
repofe. ■' Endd-wed 'altk-jodgment,'* imd 
feffedc/f ttO'ineatt abihfiiea;' he is 
ilmtunkitioui'; and is-^^re aftadbcd to iilf 
pleaTures,' than defifoasa^mttdirittjg4tth 
hoiiife, or extending lus’ddouniotiilt. tti* 
tenlion and-appHcation to pitddio.feullflefi-htf 
is not’ defifcterit.' ’His' prlrftfip*^- 

divided hetatefeii the gratfeficcftiotti’^^jiei 
rite,' arid the parfoits of'Ikeiatiiit; tb horif 
of which he alteniateiyftcrificMi*'^Ife' 

* y V ' ^ . 

longer rid^ dri hunts, having refwuricdil 
for thefe tett or twelve years ‘paft;* the. 
fion^f the chs^, on- accburir of-a '^dM- 
nefs to which he is ‘bht^ fo die ciha^ 

• - viviality 
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tiVuJity of the table he indulges Ab 

4 Soyereign* compelled to the oldervanoe of 
feitoin ceremonious forms, h^ dines every 
4ay In public, about one o’clock: but, to 
compenfatc for the facrihce, he fups in pri* 
^te ; and at thefe f^le^ parties tlie £le6lor 
kys afide all reftr^t. Judies -who ere dif* 
tinguilhed, by their attractions of perfon 
and of mind^ contribute to animate the 
conver(fitkOn« vlucli is by pomeans confined 
nrithin die limits of auilero fevcrity. His 
female attachments 'have not, howen er, at 
an}'^ period of liis li£i, been dilHnguilhed by 
delicacy of fentiment, or'feledbn of choice. 
On the contrary, they have rather been 
marked by oppoiite chara^riltics. Few 
prtneea now living, none perhaps except the 
Kipg of PndSa, have cult^v^ted their nundii 
more.afBduouily, or with,greater fuccels. 
Bis lending b exteniiveand to the infiitrm-, 
odoii, deriyed from book^,' the adn 

travel,' as veil as a.perfeCi 
laMnakdge of .mankind. He, has, vifUed 

aftli.’Mid lia.rea^ 

the 
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.tile works of the poets and .hi^rians of 
Uiat country, ancient and modem, in. their 
original languages. In Engllfh, I am af« 
fured he is not lefs converfknt. Though by 
perfuaHon a Catholic, he is in no rcfpe6l a 
bigot; and if we try him by the ordinary 
'ftandard of princes, he certainly occupies 
.a place much above mediocrity. 

When young,, for he is now fifty-four, 
he was manied to liis coufin, a princefs of 
the fame branch of the Palatujie houie 
from which he is himfelf defccnded. She is 
ilill alive, but they have never had any 
ifiiie. The £le6trefs Palatine, Maria Eliza¬ 
beth of Sulzbach, who was boni in 1721, . 
is near four years older than her hulband. 
Neither her &ce, nor her figure, can ever 
.have had any pretenfions to beauty ; but 
ihe is a woman of parts and fpirit*, In , 
fterility is to be^difcoveied the ieadirig caufe 
of Cliarles Theodore's political conduit, ..It 
is in that defed that we imzft trace, the 
principle of his apathy and indifierence fe< 
latiye to the prefervaticm of hb domimons. 

,voi. II. P Deflitutef 
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Deftitute of Jegitimate defcendants, and 
without hope of having any by his prefent 
wife ; fuc(3eeding to the late Ele6lor of Ba¬ 
varia, in confoqucncc of the extinftion of 
that bninch of the Palatine Ihmily; and 
unattached to his pvefuniptive fuccellbr, tlie 
Duke of Deux-PonJ' ; he fe»‘ls no ambition 
to tranfmit entire tl’f fuccelhon to a col¬ 
lateral and fiiitant heir. All iiis affe^Hcns 
and inclinations are convoried into another 
channel. He has rive natural chil(l~cn, two 
male and three female, for wlioui he exprefibs 
the warraell attachment. One of them, 
who is marrie-t to Frederic Wiiiittm, Prince 
of Iflembour; and to wliom he is particu¬ 
larly partial, Is now here at Munich, The 
Imperial Court, wen infermea of the £leo 
tors ientiments poliiica’ a^^rl private, has 
profited withaddrefs of hi;:artiahty towards 
bis illegitimate ifiue. Prince Kaunitz has 
found means to convey to him ufiuranoca, 
-on the part of Therefa and 


bi return for bis nefutrality and acqiii- 
ia thek daons upon, j^varia, they 

w 4 * . , '' ' <^ill 


I 
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will provide in a cliftinguilhed manner for 
alt his niitunil children. Nor have they 
n(‘gle6lecl to awaken his jealoufy» and to 
excite his rcfcntmeut, at the oppofition which 
he has ex|)erienced upon this point from tlie 
Duke of Deux-Ponts. 

Influenced ly thefe onfiderations, which 
opemte forcibh' in Iiis bofom, Charles The¬ 
odore liithe.to lu'lds fiin to his convention 
witli the Hcule of Auftrin. Neither the 
jnurmur'i of his nev, fubjefls, who feel for 
llie humiliation of the Bavaiian line and 
name, no) the remonftninccs of Prullia and 
Saxony, can induce him to take up arms in 
his own cauie. He fees with philofophic 
uidifFerence, cr lilout difregard, the moft 
beautiflil poriio'i ot his dominions tom from 
him by foreign violence. It is however, 
matter of Kafoiiuble doubt, how long he 
can peiflfl: in fo pafTn-e a fyfkm. Thofo 
perfons who have accefs to him ia his pri¬ 
vate hours, aifert that he is viiibly uneafy 
and difourbed; that he wdf^s to drown rc- 
-fle^ion ; and gs ihe beft m«ao0 pf aOe&^g 

F 2 it, 
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it, that he has recourfe to the fame expedient 
uhich Alexander ufed, when defirous of 
avoiding the painful importunity of thought. 
I am alTiired likewife, that in his own family 
he experiences the moft pointed oppolition, 
not to faj*^ the fevered reproaches. The 
Ele6lrefs his wife, as a Princefs of the Pala¬ 
tine femil}^ feels for the wounded dignity 
of her hulband. The Du-*.hefs Dowager of 
Bavaria her iider, fprung from the fame 
origin, participates in the £le6itrcf5's emo¬ 
tions. She is a woman of fuperior endow¬ 
ments of mind, the intimate friend and 
correlpondent of His Pruflian Majefty, with 
whom (lie maintains a conflant intercourfe. 
When thefe Princefles are alone with the 
Elector, they exprefs their fentiments in 
language of the utmod afperity, and endea¬ 
vour to roufe him dom his ingloiious inac¬ 
tion. Time will {hew how &r thefe efforts 

4 

can furmount his aifeftion for lus natural 

VJ ,, ' * * f 

children, added to his love of repofe. 

■ I was prefented to his Electoral Highnefs 
<a ^w days ago. Hki manner is rather po- 
' ‘ Ute 



COURT OF BERLIN, ETC. 41 3 

lite than dignified ; nor do the lines of his 
countenance, which are harih, fatumine, and 
ftrong, prepoflefs at firft fight in his fiivor. 
He has a large forehead, black eyebrows, 
his nofe hooked and prominent; his figure 
manly, but not graceful, of a middle fize, 
inclining towards corpulency. In general he- 
wears an uniform, and the infignia of no 
Icfs than three orders of knighthood. One 
is the Golden Fleece,” fent him by the 
Court of Vienna on his acceffion’ to tlie 
Bavarian dominions, as a mark of conci¬ 
liation and refpeft, at the very moment 
when they were defpoiling him of his ter¬ 
ritories. 

The Court of Munich does not ftrike 
me as brilliant, though the Palatine and 
Bavarian Nobility are in fome degree feeii 
united here under a common ^vereigh. 
Nor is the Ele^ral Palace either a regular* 
or a beautiful ilru^ure. One apartinent, a 
bed-chamber,-the fumiture pf whiph is fiud 
to have coil a. hundred thoufiind. pounds. 
Hcrling, was fitted up by order of the late 

p 3 Emperor 
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Emperor, Charles the Seventh. After fur- 
veying the fplendid chamber which he oc¬ 
cupied when living, it was a curious tranfi- 
tion to defeehd into the obfeure fubterranean 
Taoh where he now repofes, in the church of 
the Theatins. His remains are depofitcd in 
B fimple coffin, compofed of block tin, and 
on it this infenption: 

“ Carolus Septimus, 

** Romanoruni Imperator, 

** Semper Auguftus." 

Glofe by his iide, unconfeious of the wars 
which at this moment defolate Europe, to 
which he has given rife, is laid the £le6tor 
his fon, who died only a few months ago. 
Such a fceiK is calculated to awak^ j^any 
Tede£hc»is; but as they would be rathep 
gloomy and philofophical, thw of a cheerful 
defciiption, I leave them to yOur own Aig^ 
gefthm, and conchtde by informing joti 
te-ipoiTOW wt ftttU let out for 
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General ophiions cntertahied at Vienna, relative 
to the condu^ cf the campaign.-^State of" 
Vienna and of the Court'—Arrival of the. 
Emperor. 

Vienna, November a6, 1778. 


A fter having vifited the Polifh, Saxon, 
and bavarian capitals, I arrived here 
from Munich three weeks ago. Our jour¬ 
ney through Bavaria and Auftria was rapid: 
but tw'o imprelTions which it has left on my 
mind are., never to be erafed. The firft was 
at Welz in Upper AuftriaJ where Charles 
the Fifth, Duke of I/>rrain, when expiring, 
diluted his memorable letter to the Empe¬ 
ror Leopold, whofe lifter he had married. 
Expelled by Louis the Fourteenth from his 
native dominions, expatriated, and com¬ 
pelled to leek fervice under a foreign Prince, 
he was on his road to Vienna, whoii a mor- 
tal difeafe attacked him at Welz. In this 

p 4 Gtuation 
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iituation, he addrelletl the following lines to 
Leopold. 1 cite them from memory. Sire, 
“ Jetois en chcniin pour me rendre aux 
** pieds de votre Majeft^ Impemle, tjiitmd 
“ je me trouve arrete par un pluai grand 
“ maitre que Im. Je laifie en mourant une 
fceur que vous touche, des entans a qui 
“ je ne lailTe que mon ^pce, et des fujcts 
‘‘ qui font dans roppreflion.'* It feems im- 
poihble to exceed the laconic fubliroity of 
this parting addreis, which is &r more fim- 
pie and afieding in my opii#on than 
Adrian’s lines to his foul, before his de- 
ceafe. The view from the bridge acrofs the 
Danube at Lontz, was not lels calculated to 
leave on my memory the deepell and moil 
plealing recolle^ons. The fceneiy is wild, 


and baffles defcnption; nor do 1 allow my- 
felf to engage in tl:l& attempt, which would 
inienfibly lead me from the principal object 
of my attention, Vienna. 

■ The Imperial Cqui% as well as the m&> 
tropolis at large, leem to be plunged into 
a fort, of melancholy and gloomy repofe. 



which 
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which has fucceeded to the late campaign. 
Difkppointment and deje^on however maj 
be oaiily perceived, nor are they, indeed, 
attempted to be concealed, I fee no pub-^ 
lie marks of exultation, and I hear no pa¬ 
negyrics pronounced on tlie Emperor^s mi¬ 
litary atchievements. If the condu& of 
Frederic is feverely criticized at Drefden, 
that of Jofeph is &r more loudly reprobated 
at Vienna. I dined yefterday at Prince 
Coioredos, where a numerous company was 
aitembleA On my right band fat an officer 
of dillin€rion, who had ferred in the Mo¬ 
ravian army during the whole fummer; and 
we freely difeufled the operations of the 
two great leaders, as weU;^ tlieir refpe&v<^ 
claims to approbation and^^}plaufe. 

“ Never,” laid he, “ fince the acceffion- 
** of the reigmng EiaPrefs, during eight-- 
“ andi-thirty y^rs, have the Atilbians ex- 
** hibited fo inglorious a fpe^acle to Eu-^ 
rope, as in the piefent campmgn* We 
have indeed in former periods been more < 
unfortunate; we have been defeated ^d 
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‘‘' to the fword: birt we have Jirvrr tet, 
with fuperior numbers, at the Ix'^unning 
“ of tlie campaij;!!, in the midft ot* our own 
** territories, ami poflefling all the means 
“ of offeiifivc war, lubmitted to be Ihut up 
“ and befieged within our lines. At the 
“ moft difellrous period of the late war in 
“ 1757, after the defeat which we fuflained 
“ at Prague, Daun W'ould not have adopted 
“ ib humiliating a plan, though he might 
“ have been juftifted in purfuing it. If 
** ever offenfive operations were ncccflary 
“ in order to infpire the troops with ardor, 
** they were fo in the prefent campaign. It 
“ was indiipenfable, after a peace of fifteen 
** years, to thew the Aullrian foldier that he 
“ was not inferior to the Pniffian, either in 
" difcipline, in coutyc, or in leaders. But 
“ what has the Emp&ordone? He has ini- 
“ prefted an indelible convi^iion on all his 
^ ofticers and feldiers, that whatever may 
** be the jttftsee of his t caufe, he feels his 
** inability to maintain it in the field. He 
** baa tadtfy admitted the Pruifian fuperi- 

“ ority. 
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ority. From the inacceiTible heights of 
Konigingralz, Jofeph beheld the &icll 
“ provinces of Bohemia plundered, with- 
“ out daring to make an effort for their 
** defence. Frederic has carried off im- 
“ menfo contributions, and deeply itu- 
“ printed the terror of lus arras in every 
village, and on every inhabitant- Was 
any exertion made to impede his retreat 
** out of Bohemia, ^hen loaded with plun* 
dcr? None. He retii>cd without our 
fcarceiy daring to moleft him, and he 
“ will return far ftiore formidable in the 
“ enfuing fpring. 

** But, our misfortunes and our diij^ce 
“ do not flop here. The pernicious pre- 
** fence of the Emperor has diffufed them 
“ over every part of the military opera- 
“ tions, and prevented our fuccefe, where, 

' “ witliDUt his interference, it would have 
** been equally certain aihI brdliafit. 

** the King of -Prt^a Was able to his 
“ retreat without codfufion to Schatziar, id 
** fight of the Emperor add Marfbal Lady i 
Prince Henry of Pruffitt could not havlf 

** retired 
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** retired with equal impunity iuto Saxopy, 
“ under the eyes of Laudohn. That able 
“ commander, who was encamped af Mun- 
chengrat^; after effeftiially preventing 
by the pofition which he had taken, the 
jun^ion of the two armies, only waited 
“ for the favorable moment of a6lion. He 
“ knew the impediments to Prince Henry’s 
“ retreat into Saxony, the ruined condition 

I 

“ of his cavalry, the difficulty of dragging 
his artillery tluough almoh: unpayable 
roads, and the impoffibility of his mak¬ 
ing effectual refiftancc, if vigoroufly at- 
" tacked. Laudohn had even formed all 
** his difpofitioDS for the purpofe, had 
** iffUed his final order?, and w'as about to 
execute them with his characteriitic rapi¬ 
dity pn the following morning at day- 
break* Our fuccels mull have been in- 
** follible. But, for our misfortune, his 
^ Imperial Majel^ arrived from Konigin- 
gratz, in an open carriage, alone, on the 
** evoking .before the deffined attack. All 
^ .Ijiudobb's plans .were inftantly fufpended 
it M4 reve/led; remained iQa£rive; and- 

“prince 
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“ Prince Henry, like the King his brother, 
clofed the campaign triumpliantly. It 
“ is thus that we are lacrificed, counter- 
” afted, and diflionoured. How can it be 
“ other^vifo ? The Eniprefs, we are not ig^ 
“ noraiit, from the firit inftant lias depre- 
“ ented a rupture, and only wirties for 
“ peace. The Emperor breathes war, but 
“ knows not how to conduft it, though for 
“ our misfortune, he afpires to fuperin- 
“ tend all the operations irt perfon. Prince 
“ Kaunitz Au6tuates between both; dc- 
“ lirous of repofe, yet anxious to gratity 
a Prince whofe paflbn is ambition, and 
“ who may foon become his foie matter. 
“ Such is the aftual ftate of our aflairs.” 

I confefs myfolf not a little inclined to 
admit the juttice of this pifture, which is 
certainly true, though perhaps highly co¬ 
loured. It is ttamped in legible chara^rs 
on every countenance here, and pervades 
every oonverfotion. ■ All operations of 
war are however, for the prefent clofed, or 
' fufpended by the feaifon. ■ Frederic, at ttxtjs- 
feven, no longer braves the fnows,' nit 
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keeps the field, as he did twenty jeorg at^o, 
when contending for bis crown and life. 
He is retired into Silefia, and has difpoTed 
of his troops in winter-quarters. A iimilar 
conduft is purfued by the Audrians. When 
I arrived here on the ieventh of this moiitli, 
1 found aU the great general officers already 
returned. Lacy, Laudohn, Prince Charles 
Lichtenilein, had quitted the army of Bo^ 
hernia; as Duke Albert of Saxc^Tefehon 
had done riiat Ow^ Moravia. The Archduke 
Maxiniilian was fcareely recovered from a 
long and fevere iUnefs, with which he ha<l 
been attacked in tlie camp at KonigingratK. 
Tlie Emperor alone, abfent in Bohemia, whs 
iliii occupied in ifilang directions relative 
to tlie cantonment of the forces, and in> 
ipe€iing*the frontier. As fome compenfa* 
tion for his ubfence, the Great Duke and 
Duebefs of Tufcaiiy came, here hi Sq>tem> 
ber, on a vifit to the Ehnpreis Queen; but 
^eir prefence, whatever perlotud oonfokb- 
tiOQ it my her, is far firom dififufuig 


iilhettfi thedlightefl: degree of gaiety over 
j/be Court or capital. Hiey ramain. ahnoft 


con- 
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conitantly fecluded in the Imperial Poiace, 
v'ithout mixing in any of the amuihmenU of 
Vienna. 

After being long and impatiently ex¬ 
pelled, the Emperor reached tliis city £ve 
days ago, at U'n in the morning of the e^^di 
from Olmutz. ile came incognito in his 
poil-chaife, with Icarcely any attendants. 
Ill order to enjoy tlie pilealhre of furprizlng 
the Emprefs, he did not even peqq^H his 
arri^ul to be announced; and bavihg pur- 
pofely taken his way through the leaft fre¬ 
quented iireets of Vienna, he got undUr- 
covei'ed to tlie p^ce. Quitting his car** 
riage, he ran hallily up a private ftaircala 
which led to her apartment, and b^ore (he 
was prepared ibr it, he threw him&lf into 
her. arms. Maria Tbe««&'s emotioas of ^joy 
at feeing her Ion again, were not le& vio¬ 
lent than had been her grief at his -de^eap- 
tuie for ^ohaaoia in April, and ihe was ^ 
iboae minntes ovefoome .by tl^ force. I 
iaw the- Emperor next day at €)9urt, tbeee 
being a gala in honour of the Great PttelK^ 
of Tufeany's birth-day, where he was proMf 

feat* 
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ieat. He looks fun-bumt and thin, as 
might be naturally expe6ied» but otherwiie 
in peri^ health ; and he alTumed a gaiety 
of maniters and deportment in the drawing¬ 
room, which appeared to ievere obfcr\'ers 
to border on a^dation. No demonftra- 
tions of joy, public or private, have fol¬ 
lowed his arrival, and the winter ieems to 
begin under very un&vourable aufpices for 
a retidenoe at Vienna. Many of the 
great nobility,' whofe eftates lie in tlie 
northern provinoes of Bohemia,* have fuf- 
fered eatiemely by the PrulTian and Saxon 
-dapredatioiia* ' The army is difcoritented; 
while the .inferior people murmur at the in- 
creafe of taxes, and look forward with na¬ 
tural apprehenlion, to their probable aug¬ 
mentation. Almofe every cue feems to 
'dread the conrinuance of war, and to hope 
winter may sot merely interpofe a 
tempoiaxy ce^tioa of ixo^ties, but pro¬ 
duce- oiraitursa peace. Time will (hew 
whether tbw exp e fta t inn s are Ukdy to be 
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Conctrn ^ the Empr^ at the hirtk of a French 
Frinc^s»'-^A&ioity Ote E^'nperor's eharao- 
ter.—State qf the public mind at Fienna, at 
the clqfe of the year 1778. 

VUNVA, i 7 J 9 * 

M aria Tacs£8A in adtMtidttdt&o pub¬ 
lic fources of unei£De& and anxiety 
anting out of the «ar> which mutate her 
rand, »at this momexM; haticdy occupied 
with a domfceftto^ aiigfortime,^ if fuoh it may 
be juitiy eftoendd;^ fiirit can ody 

be t^fned a d^porntment. Vdletfi^yy 
a courier aniv^ ^ram Ver&ffle8« to 


tmunce toat ‘ihe Chasm France 
brought mto word adn^htor. 

ftuilky, 
was 
the 

preis Otltoa, did 
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Kauiiitz, by blending the Auflrian and 
Bourbon families, with a view to cxtiiiguilh 
the long hereditary animofitics of tlie two 
Crowns, remain ftill incomplete while there 
is not a Dauphin. The Queen of Naples, 
and tlie Archduchefs of Parma, who are 
married to two other princes of the Houle 
of Bourbon, have both performed this ef- 
fential fer\’icc to the iiate, and have pro¬ 
duced fons. Maria Therefa has omitted no, 
fpiritual exertions on her part, to enfure the 
like benediclion on her youngeft daughter. 
As the means which fhe conceived to be 
moft efieAual, ftie lias wearied Heaven with 
prayers, and proftrated herlelf before a 
variety of faints and altars, to obtain fo 
great a boon. -You will perhaps hardly be¬ 
lieve that mailes and fupplications for the 
Queen's fafe delivery, at which her Impe¬ 
rial Majefty afiifted in perfon, have for leve- 
nd weeks pafi, been performed publicly to a 
** Vierge grofie," in one of the-churches 
of Vienna. The dreft and figure of the 
iiatfie in quellion, which is that of tlie Vii^ 
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gin, reprefent a pregnant woman. The 
Emprefs’s vows have not, for this time, 
heen folly heard; but as the impediments 
which prevented the Queen of France from 
having iffiie, whatever they were, are now 
formounted, her mother may ftill reafon- 
ably hope that time will accompllih her mofi 
fanguine wifoes. 

This inaufpicious. event, joined to the 
preifurc of a war unqueilionably originating 
in her own, or rather in her fon's ambition, 
which threatens to involve the evening of 
her reign in great difquietude, have added 
ibrce to the Emprefs's habitual devotion. 
She is gloomy, peniive, and frequently in 
tears. The capital already feels the in* 
huence of fuch a change, which clouds the 
chearfolnels of fociety; and will, it is be¬ 
lieved, fopprefs all public teftimonies of 
mirth or amufcment. Maria Therefo has 
indicated her iatention to profobnt the Ri- 
dottos and mafked baHs cuftomary in the 
Carnivah No perfon ventu wi even to in¬ 
tercede with her in behalf of thefe pro- 

Q 9 fcribed 
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fcribed diverfions; and unlofs the Emperor 
ihould do lb witli warmth, there is not any 
profpeft of their taking place during the 
prelent winter. His Imperial Majeftvt 
though far lefs aftefted than his mother, by 
the recent difappointment from Paris, is 
neverthelefs much fecluded, and roiiftantly 
occupied in his Cabinet. He comes feldoin 
into company, and is rarely feen at Prince 
Kaunitz s, or at Princt^ Coloredo’s Drawing 
Room, as he frequently ufed to be before 
'the war. It is indeed true, that on the fii-lt 
day of the prefent month, he dined at 
Court in public, with the Knights of “ the 
Golden Fleece,” of which order he is the 
chief and fovereign. But this is the only 
aCl of ftate at which he has afliilled, or 
where he has appeared in perlbn fince his 
return from Bohemia. 

His indefatigable vigilance and activity 
carry him notwitldlanding, to every place 
where he conceives that his exertions can be 
ufeful or falutary. He neither confiders the 
renunciation of fkep, nor any degree of 

pedbnal 
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pcrfonal inconvenience, as impediments, 
when the occafion appears to demand his 
interference. A tew days ago, at feven in 
the evening, a fire broke out near the pa¬ 
lace of Schonbmn, about a mile beyond 
the extremity of the fuburbs on that fide, 
without the lines which furround Vienna. 
As it raged viok’ntly for fome time, appre- 
henfions w'cre entertained that the Mena^ 
gerie of Schonbnin might be endangered 
by the flanies. The night was dark and 
cold: but no fooner was the Emperor ap- 
])rizcd of the circumftance, than he in- 
ilantly mounted his horfe, and gallopped to 
tlie fpot. On his arrival he gave direc¬ 
tions for extinguilhing tlie flames, aflifted 
ill getting engines for the purpofe, and re¬ 
mained tluM-e till the conflagration ceafed. 

Thel’e demonitratioiis of his attention to 
preferve the tranquillity, and to provide 
for the fafety of the capital, cannot how¬ 
ever diflipate the imiverfal gloom occafioned 
by the war, augmented by the mode in 
v\ hich it has been liitherta conduced. Tlie 

q 3 volun- 
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tary fufpenfion of hoftilities on both fides, 
though pretty general, conduces little to 
tranquillize the public mind. Congrefles 
are indeed mentioned as likely to take place 
in the courfe of the winter; but the original 
caufe of quarrel remains entire, while the 
Aultrians continue to occupy Lower Bava^ 
ria, and refufe reftitution of any part of 
the foqueftered territories. A more ferious 
fubje^t of alarm appears to be arifing on the 
fide of Ruflia, Frederic having found means 
to intereft the Emprefs in his quarrel, if not 
as an open auxiliaiy^ yet as a friend* It is 
well known that Ihe has exprelTed through 
her Minifter to this Court, Prince Gallit- 
?in, the utmoft difapprobation of the con¬ 
duct of the Cabinet of Vienna in the affair 
of the Palatine fuccellion. Her interpo- 
fition, if fincere and llrenuous, muft be 
deeply felt and refpefted by both parties. 
It is certain that preparations of every kind 
are making here for an early campaign. 
So ftrong was the alarm of a recomipencer 
ment of hoftilities, only a fortnight fmee, 
^ that 
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meafures were taken to a£t in the field with¬ 
out delay. Tlie departure of the Grand 
Duke and Duchefs of Tufcany for Florence, 
was fettled for the firft week in January; 
and that of the Emperor to join the army 
in Bohemia, for the fecond of the fame 
montli: Jjut the re{>ort is now contradi6led. 
Every day may however, in the prefent 
oilical fituation of affairs, produce fome 
great event, and you lhall be informed of 
{ijiy occurrence tlmt arifcs of moment. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 

AfpeH of the Court. — MilHar}) Operations.—^ 
Capture of Habe{fchu:.ert.—ConduH of the 
Emprefs on that event. — Deferihns. — Dif- 
content at Vienna.—'Preparationsfor afecond 
Campaign. 

VirsN-v January 27, 1779. 

WT^ remain Rill in the fame anxious 
^ * fitiiation, uncert^iin as to peace or 
war. The new year opened it is true, with 
the cuftomary day of Gala, lield on the 
firft of January, at which their Imperial 
Majefties, accompanied by the Archdukes 
and Dnehefles, were all prefent. But it 
was long believed that the Empreis would 
not admit of any public entertainments 
t)eing exhibited during tlic Carnival; and 
ihc actually perfilled in her determination 
upon that point, to, the laft moment. The 
Jnterpofition ant} temonftrances of her fpn 
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the Emperor furmounted however, not with¬ 
out difficulty, her repugnance to thefe 
aniufements, which are at length allowed 
to take place in the ufual manner. The 
Emperor himfelf attended by the Great 
Duke and Duehefs of Tufeany, appeared 
at one of the inulked balls; but except on 
this lingki occafion, Vienna has difplayed 
feaiToly any marks of feftivity, and it is 
perhiips at prefent, of all the capitals in 
Europe, the Icaft chearful. 

"Jlie feverity of the winter has by no 
means altogether produced a celTation in 
the operations of war. Frederic, who is 
retired to Breflaw, whore he now refides, 
does not, it is true, perfonally condu6l 
thefe incurfions, as they may be termed; 
their obje6l being principally plunder and 
contributions. His nephew, the Hereditary 
prince of Brunfwic, fupplies his place, and 
has made himfelf mafter of Troppau and 
.lagemdorf, the piily two remaining dif- 
tri^b of SileGa yet unannexed to the Pruf- 
(jan Monarchy, Jt is pppi*ehendcd that he 

wUl 
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will maintain himfelf there till the openmg of 
the campaign. If however the Auftrians 
have been driven in, or compelled to retreat 
on that fide, they have taken ample ven> 
geance in another quarter, and have ob¬ 
tained a very brilliant advantage over the 
enemy. 

Colonel Palavicini arrived here a few 
days fincc, with intelligence of the furprize 
and capture of Habelfcliwert, It is a for¬ 
tified town of confiderable ftrength and 
importance, fituatc in the county of Glatz; 
which U a dilinembered portion of Bohe¬ 
mia, reconquered by Maria Tlierefa during 
the war of feven years; but> ceded anew 
to his Pniffian Majefly at the peace of Hu- 
bertfbourg. The Prince of Heffe Philip- 
ilahl, who commanded in the place, toge¬ 
ther with his whole garrifon, are made pri- 
foners of war. Count Kinfki and General 
Wurmfer, to whom the conduft and execu¬ 


tion of the attempt was entrufted, have 
•defervedly gained great applaufe. Having 


^^pidly aflembled a body of troops, they 

marched 
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marched during tlie night, fevoured by the 
darknefs; approached the walls in filence 
foon after daybreak; and inftantly placing 
their fcaling ladders, as Laudohn did 
foiTOcrly at Glatz and at Schweidnitz, they 
moimted the ramparts before the enemy was 
aware of the attempt, or in any manner pre¬ 
pared for their attack. After a feeble defence, 
Huhelfchwert fell into their hands. Frederic 
muft be deeply fcnhble to fo unexpected an 
affront, as well as fo ferious a difafter; nor is 
jt doubted that he will treat the Prince of 
Heife, as he did the unfortunate General 

4 

Finck, after the memorable affeir of Maxen. 

The capture of Habelfchwert opens one 
of the palfages into Silefia, and may be. 
followed by important confequences, if it 
is not fpeedily regained. As it may be 
denominated the firft fuccefsful attempt to 
carry the war into the enemy's dominions 
fince the commencement of hoftilities, the 
intelligence is peculiarly gratefol to the 
lEmperor. It has occahoned the warmeft 

demons 



136 MEMOIRS OF THE 

demonftrations of joy throughout Vienna, 
and has diflipated for an indant the gloom 
of the Imperial palace. Even Maria Thcrefa 
herfelf, however averfe to the prefent con- 
teft, is not infenfiblc to the event. Wh<'n 
Palavicini, who arrived with the dandards 
taken from the enemy, was prefented to her; 
fhe recehed the news with extraordinary 
futisfadtion, and liftoncd with the utinoll 
complacency, while he relalcd to iicr ail 
the particulars of the ftorm and liirrcnder 
of Habelfchweit. Being infcrincd that tlie 
inhabitants bud fuffered conliderably by 
pillage, during the firlt fury of the troops, 
her heart was alFedted. Going to her burctiu. 
flie opened it, and took from lijenrc a bag 
containing five hundred duruts in gold; then 
putting it into Palavicini s hand, “ i delire,’' 
faid Ihe, “ that this fum may be diftribiitcd 
“ in ray name to the unfortunate liifFerers, 
“ whofe houfes or e£fe^ have been plun- 
“ dered by my foldiery: it will be of Ibme 

4 

** little ufe and confolution to them under 

“ their 
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“ tlieir misfortune.” So fingular an zl(^ 
of liberality and companion towards the 
inhabitants of a Pmfhan town taken in war, 
has ocralloned much aftoniOiment, and has 
even gKcii rife to a variety of opinions rcf^ 
peering its propriety, as well as its wifdom 
iin>] polity, are not wanting perfons 

lir.iv who eenfure her condu6t witli leveritv, 
altribnO’ it to the Icrnples of a wounded 
niiiul eoidcioiis of the injuiHcc of the war 
in ^^llic^l Ihf* is engag'*d, and who confidor 
fuch inunihcence us ill beftowed. Without 
j)rctciKr!ug lo analizK the fecret feelings •f 
the Emprefs’s bread, it feems neverthelels 
inipoflTible not to admire the a€t, or not to do 
juilice to tin- pliUanthropy and benevolence 
oi’ Maria Therelsi; qualities which have 
unilonnly marVed her character at every 
period of her life. Palavicini has been 
raifed from a Colonel, to the rank of Major 
General. 

4 

This fortunate event is not the only one 
which lias taken place within the lad few 
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days; another very coniiderable advantage 
having been gained by a body of Auftrians 
over the enemy) in a ikirmidi near Zuck> 
mantel in Sileiia. A few more fuch actions 
would bereave the Pruflians in a great degree 
of that reputation, which confti lutes an 
important part of their military fuperiorit)', 
and would teach the Auftrian foldie^ lo re¬ 
gard himfelf as their equal. Frederic has 
moreover fuffered immeufely by dofcrlion, 
as always happens at the commencement of 
a war. 1 heard the Baron do Breleuil, the 
Ambaffador of France, aflert only two days 
ago, that he had himfelf given pulfcs to 
more than thirteen thoufand French de> 
ferters from the PruOia army, the greater 
part of whom entered Auftrla from Bohemia, 
over the bridge acrofs the Dam/he at Lintz. 
Tlie Empreis has likewife fudained no in- 
conhderable lofs from the fame caufc; but 
yet, 5ir lefs than her adverfaiy, becauie her 
armies arc compo&d principally either of 
her native fubje6^ or at lead of Germans. 

Nota ith« 
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Notwkhftanding fo many exhilarating 
circumftances, which leem to prefage a prof* 
perous campaign, the Court continues to be 
gloomy and joylefs. The Great Ducbeft 
ol' Tulcany’s health, which is very precari¬ 
ous, incrcafes the dejcHion in the Imperial 
Palace: the is at this time much indifpofed. 
Prince Kaunitz, who may be confidered as 
a political barometer, appears tbou^htfiih 
and has loli his ufual !>ood humour. The 
general ollicers are known to be all difcon- 
tcnted or difgufted. They cannot be igno¬ 
rant of the fecrct divifions in the Cabinet, 
and are well aware how much every operation 
of war will be weakened or counterafted by 
the Archduchcfs Chrillina’s induence over 
her mother. They do not lefs deprecate, I 
believe, the Emperoris prefence and inter¬ 
ference in the held, which was lb pemicioas 
iu Bohemia, three Months, ago. Even 
Jofeph himfelf, infen^ked by experience, or 
appreheniive of Huhiaa interfereiice, is 
thought to be xvo longer aveiie to pacific 

' pcopoiitions. 
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propofitions. It is imagined that overtures 
to that purpofe \^ill be made through tlie 
Court of Petcr/burgh, as Prince Repnin is 
at Bredau with his Prufliaa Majcfty, occu¬ 
pied, we underfland, in concerting the pre- 
bminaries. 

The profpe6t of peace docs not however 
induce the Auftrian Government to intermit 
their preparations for meeting the approach¬ 
ing ciunpMgn. Very heavy taxes have l)ee?i 
levied on the people, and proportionate ex¬ 
ertions are making to raife a force, capable 
not only of facing Frederic in the field, but 
of giving him battle. The Emperor cannot 
intrench hhnlclf a fecond time in an inacccl- 
fible camp, and allow the IVuflians to defolato 
his dominions, without totally breaking the 
fpiritof his troops, which the late fortunate 
events at Habelfchivert and Zuckmantcl, 
have greatly elevated. Three hundred and 
fifty thoufand men, it is aflerte(^, will be 
under arms in Bohemia and Moravia, before 
May. So prodigious a ftrength, properly 
n condufted. 
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coiidu6lcd, might enable Maria Tberefa 
and Joleph to carry the Mar into Sixony 
or Silelia, and almoft to dictate terms at the 
gates of J^reflau, or of Drefden. F’ederic, 
it is cerlain, cannot, even Including hs'-. allies, 
bring into the held more than about Iwo- 
tliirds of the Auftriun force. But hia name, 
Ills cuufe, and the energy, as M'ell as de- 
cilion of his councils, may perhaps more 
than counterbalance the luperiority of num- 
l)ers. 'J’lic campaign is expected to open 
betimes, and whetiever it begins, the Ihock 
mull bo terrible. We wait here with 
anxious follcitude for further information re¬ 
lative to peace. 


TOL. ir. 


R 
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LETTER XXIX. 

Siaie of fociety at Vienna.—Fenuile manners and 
education. — J^ifpofal of time. — Drcfs.—Style of 
beauty.—Severiti of the Emprefs in rejiramin?^ 
diffipathn. — Superjiition. — Alen .— Dfeels of 
their education.—Literary prohibitions. — Igno¬ 
rance of the upper ranks.—Opulence of the y^rca' 
Nobilitw — Executions. — Police. —5/)/Vr. — Bi¬ 
gotry.—Belief in familiar fpirits^ and in the 
philofopher s Jione. — Laboratories. — Vrncratk ■: 
for Paracelfus.^Belif in jicrcts to prohnp^ !'f.- 
— Theatrical amufements.—Univofalily nj the 
French language.—Climate of Vienna. 

Vienna, February z» 177^' 

I T is time to turn our attenlioj^ 
military preparations and levies, to 
of another kind ; to the picture of 
and the defeription of private life. A rcli- 
dence of two winters in Vienna, added lo a 
perfonal acquaintance with the fir greater 
part of thofe who compofe its fociety in the 
beft fenfe of the term; enable me to fpeak. 
with feme information on the interior of 
this metropolis, its pleafures, occupations, 
and iuhabitants. Few European cities oHer 


more 
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more refources to a (Iranger, who does not 
place his felicity in abfolute diiBpation. 
He will not indeed find here the produc¬ 
tions of art, or the monuments of antiquity, 
which arc to be feen at Florence, or may 
be ftiidied at Rome. The circle of elegant 
pleafurcs that Paris oifers; or the more ele¬ 
vated range of mingled knowledge, buGnefs, 
and recreation afforded by London, are not, 
it is true, chara6leriilic of Vienna. But the 
-\un:rian capital, however limited in its gra- 
iidcations, may, nt;verthelefs, moft ufefully, 
us w ell as agreeably detain a foreigner; and 
I ft -all always, in the review of my paft life, 
clicem tlie time which I have fpent here, 
among the bell employed, as well as moft 
pleahng, which it has been ray lot to pafs 
in any ootmtiy of Europe. 

It is not in Vienna, as with us, wheraa 
native of France or of Germany, however 
rich, highly born, or accomplKhed, may 
pafs not only one, but many winters, in vain 
endeavours to force his way into the private 
fociety of the Great. He is not driven 
here, as he is In London, or in Paris, to 
frequent the theatres and public places of 

R 4 diverfion^ 
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diverfion, b}’ way of refuse from dulnofti. 

IJere a fort of patriarchal fimplicity fub- 

fifts, ill the inidii of thoic cnkTtainnK’jiU 

or exhibitions vihich wealth and luxury Iiuvl- 

introduced. 'J’he upper orders feeni lo con- 

ftilute only one large family, of wlicni 

Maria Thercfa is.the common ]uin;nt. 'J’he 

rallying point of pleal'urc and reJaxation at 

Vienna is found in ihc higheft circles, lo 

which a foreigner is immediatclv carrh d. 

Tlic aflcniblics of Prince Kaanit;c, and of 

* 

Prince Colorcdo, are llic llrll Inlu which 
every flranger of condillon is inlroducc.d 
after his urri\al. It is uniiectfiarv to re- 
peat, that tlie former is Prime MiuilkT 
ami Chancellor of Alaria 'riu refa, as (^iiceii 
of Hungary and while Piiiice 

Coloredo is the Vice-Chanceilcr of Jof ph 
the Second, in his quality of Kniperor of 
Germany. As the houfes of belli, which 
may be faid to form a part of tlie Impe¬ 
rial palace, are open every evening for the 
receptionof company, they conflilulo apriti- 
fource of amufement at Vienna, ll 
IS, lielides, an attention expefted from jier- 
fons who have been prefented to ihofo Mi- 

iiifters, 
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niflcrs, that they ihould fre(|uently be feen 
of an evening nir.ong the crowd in their 
clra\^ing-rooms. There is not the fmalleft 
degree of conftraint impofed by the pre- 
llnce of Prince Kaunitz, who is ufnally 
engaged at billiards, in a cornerof the apart¬ 
ment; and every 0410 is at perfect liberty 
to ainufe himlhlf, either at plajs or in con- 
v eillaion, as his inclinations may lead him. 
Ntarly an cijuul freedom reigns at Prince 
C(dorodo’s, wlio, furroiinded by his nume¬ 
rous fonijcJaughtersand their defeendantsor 
connexions, unites to the utmoft limplicity 
cd' manners, ail the politenels of a courtier 
and a genllcinan. Kverv eircuindance eon- 
dneos to put a foreigner at his eufc?, and 
inlcnfdily to diveft him of the aukwardnels 
or embarrailinc nt natural on hnding himfelf 
in the inidlt of u Ibcictv, wiih wliole habits 
and common topics of converlation be is 
lU’cellarily unacrjiiaintcd. ' 

Jt rnuft, noverthelefs, be admitted that 
the Aulcrian manners arc cold and relerved 
on tiril acquaintance. There is a certain in¬ 
dolent indifference and liftiefs tranquillity 
which charaiierize them, as widely removed 

n 3 from 
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^mour natiooal ftiynefs and taciturnity, as 
they are from theFrench frivolity, loquacity, 
and levity. Time, habit, and a quiet, rather 
than a noify civility, infenfibly funnount this 
impediment to converfation. The Auilrian 
ladies are bv no means deficient in external 
accompliihments, mental and perfonal: they 
are in general elegant, graceful, and pleating; 
but they rarely potTefs, like thofe of France 
and England, a cultivated mind. The princi* 
pal reading of a woman of quality, is unfortu¬ 
nately fuch as tends to pervert and contrail, 
rather than to enlarge, exalt, and improveher 
underftanding. Holy legends, lives of faints 
and devotees, mattes, and homilies, contlitute 
her chief information. She knows little of 
Madame de Sevign^, and lefs of the produc¬ 
tions of Kacine, Moliere, or Fontenelle. If 
the has perufed the works of Cervantes, of 
Crebilloo,andofLeSage,the has done much. 
But, 00 the other hand, with the writings of 
Saint Therefa, and thereveries of Saint Ca¬ 
tharine of Sienna, the is perfectly familiar. 

This want of female improvement is uni- 
verial, and the necetlary refult of their con¬ 
fined education. Young women of condition 
11 are 
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are all fent to a convent, either at Prague, 
at Prelbiirg, or at Vienna. There they 
are taught to hng hymns to the Virgin, 
and to tell their beads devoutly. Of hiftory, 
poetry, and polite letters, they imbibe no 
tincture; and the ipirit, if not the precepts 
of thoir religion, let bounds to any liberal 
enejuiries, by the detcilation that they in- 
fpjrc for heretics, and heretical productions. 
Women of falhion rarely ftir out in a 
morning, except to hear mals, or on par¬ 
ticular occailons. They ufually take a cup 
of coffee or chocolate when they rife; and 
they either remain afterwards invilible in 
tlieir own apartments, in a (late of the 
greateft undrels, or devote the hours before 
dinner to tlie occupation of the toilet. Few 
of them admit vifits from men at that time 
of the day, which is facred to indolence, 
affected to devotion, or referved for private 
concerns of a domellic nature. A morning 
at Vienna is indeed Ihort, as the general 
hour of dining is dill half pail two, and 
was formerly one o’clock; but it has gra¬ 
dually grown later for fucceffive years. 

R 4 Prince 
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Prince Kaunitz forms tlie only exception. 
The afternoons of courfc arc long ; and it 
is accounted polite to vifit, wlierever it is 
known that a numerous company is met, 
about half pall i'our, jull as they are riling 
from table. 

Tile evening may pro]ierl\ be faid to begin 
about eight, or earlier, fjeiidc.s the bonfes 
of Prince Kaunit/ and Colorcdo, ihero are 
others, in uhich, during winter, afit mblios 
are held once a week, or more freqiienlly. 
Among the chief, it would be unjull not 
to menuon that of the Prcnch Ambaflador; 
the ofuy member of the “ Corps diploma- 
“ tique,’^ wliofc eltublilhmcnt enables him 
to entertain in a ftyle of magnificence. 
Ices and lemonades are offered to the com¬ 
pany, but there is never any fnppcr except 
by particular in\ itation. Play is general: 
Ombre is among the reigning games; Loo, 
as well as AVhift, very common; 'laror, 
Trilfette, Ueverfe, and iVic 'I'rac, much in 
vogue. Ladies who do not lit down to 
cards, frequently have on their Jap a little 
box of old Lac, and employ themfelvcs in 

un twilling 
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iintwifiin^ gold thread, which by no means 
prevents convcrfation, as it only occupies 
ihc fin'i^ers. U’ho rcfervc of the Auftriaii 
women, fo nnplealant on firfl: acquaintance, 
i?iipercpptibly wears off', and gives place to 
their natural charavlcr. 'I’licir converfation, 
if not improving, is rarely deficient in fpi- 
rit, vivacitv, anti animation. ]>ut a learned 
woman, fo common with us, is a tiling 
totally unknown at Vienna. 1 ought in 
juftiee likewith to I'ay, that there arc fomc 
pleafing and fnining exceptions to the 
imputation of ignorance. capital in 

Kuvojie can produce perfons more diftin- 
guiffied by natural and acquired endow- 
ni'.'nt.-!, or of minds more liberal and en¬ 
larged, tlian the Counlels Thun, and the 
Counlefsde Pergon : the houfes of both are 
the rendex^’ous of every perfon who pre¬ 
tends to refinement, and form the bell 
rcfource for the Engliffi during their ftay 
in this capital. 

The women drefs well, with great tallc, 
and greater magnificence. I never faw in 
{niy Court fuch a profuliou of diamonds, 

unlefs* 
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unlefs, perhaps, at Lifcon; and they dil- 
pole their jewels with no little elegance. 
During the Carnival they endeavour to 
make amends for the privations impofed by 
Lent, which extend not only to the table, 
but even to the toilet. They have, how¬ 
ever, the abfurdity common in every king¬ 
dom in Kiiropr, except J'mglaiKl, of drelV- 
ing girls at feven and eight years old, like 
women of fixtoon or eighteen, with pow¬ 
der, a high head, a Chignon, and a hoop; 
■which is in fa^ the fccret of rendering 
them old before they are young. Vicuna 
abounds with beautiful women ; but they 
are not all natives of Auftria, or even of 
Germany. Bohemia, Hungary, Italy, and 
Poland, of which ialt country a confider- 
able part is now become fubje6k to Maria 
Therefa, confpire to adorn the Imperial 
capital with their refpe6live tribute of 
beauty. Every circle of the German Em¬ 
pire may claim its (hare in compofing the 
foclety of this its common metropolis, as ail 
the cities of Greece contributed towards the 
j-Venus of Apelles. The national, or pro¬ 
vincial 
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vincial caft of cbaraCler is, however, ufually 
preferved, and eafy to be diflinguiihed. The 
women of condition are noble in their de¬ 
portment, and have a natnral air of dignity. 
I think that in general their perfons are on a 
larger fcale than with us, and that there are 
more fine forms, than pretty figures: their 
hair and teeth are commonly good, parti¬ 
cularly the latter, to which the drynefs of 
the air and climate contribute. If there be 
room for criticifm, it is about the neck. 
Nature feems to have been lavifh of that 
attribute of beauty, only in Italy and in 
Greece; while in other Kuropean countries 
die difpenfes it with a more fparing hand i 
there are in Vienna itfelf many charming 
exceptions to the remark. 

Rouge is univeiially worn by married 
and unmarried women of iaihion; but they 
ufe it in general with moderation, as well 
as taile: girls of fifteen wear it as much as 
perfons of thirty. The Archducheffes alone 
are never rouged, the Emprefs not per- 
mitbng them to be fo on any occaiion 
whatever. After the death of the late 

Emperor 
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Emperor Francis in 1765, rouge was abfo- 
lutely and univerfally forbidden by Maria 
Therefa, on pain of herdifpleafnre; nor did 
any one dare to ufe it, even in private com¬ 
panies, on the moft fele6t parlies. Nothing 
can more ftrongly prove the fpecies of ma¬ 
ternal power winch the Kinprefs excrcifes 
over her people, which fometimes allumt s 
a religious, at otlier times a political, or 
moral charadiler. I’hey obey with a fort of 
filialfubmiAion, in which rerpccland attach¬ 
ment arc blended; thoiigli they murmur and 

O ^ 

complain at the fame moment. It nuift be 
confelTed, that the authority is very unlimit¬ 
ed, which can enforce fuch a prohihiliou 
throughout a whole capital, during a eon- 
fiderable length of time. Feier the Great, 
defpotic as he was, found the obftacles in- 
fuperable in many inllanccs, when be at¬ 
tempted to regulate drefs and manners 
among his fubje6ts. Rouge revived gradu¬ 
ally and imperceptibly, as the Emprels’s grief 
wore oiT, and her confeqqent repugnance to 
the demonftrations of joy or feilivity, 

If it were polTible by feverity, as well as 

example, 
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example, to banUh and eradicate from any 
cily, that iiitercourfe between the fexeswhich 
we commonly denominate gallantry,it would 
have been totally extinguillied at Vienna. 
The Kmpress,rigidly virtuou.sinherown con- 
tlaet, fuilliful to the marriage bed, and never 
fu Ipeoted offeniale weakncls, makes very little 
allowance lor the indiferetions of others, 
^ilie crulhes every degree of libertinifm be¬ 
neath the immediate weight of her difplea- 
furo. A woman of condition, if known to 
be frail, iinleis her frailty be confined to one 
lover, and managed wilh the utmoft atten¬ 
tion to prisacy and decorum, is certain to 
receive an order lo quit Vienna: perhaps 
Ihe is obliged to languifii out life in fome 
obfeure provincial town of Hungary, Aiif- 
tria, or oilier parts of her Imperial Ma- 
jeliy’s dominions. 8uch exercifes of fii- 
preme aulhority, however defpotic, and in 
I'ome iuftancos perhaps fevere, capneious, 
or miltaken, yet operate moft forcibly to 
maintain the purity of morals in the capital. 
It is hardly pofiible to conceive how mi¬ 
nute and. circumdantial a detail her inqui¬ 
ries 
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lies embrace, relative to the private condu6l 
of her fubje^ of both fexes: their a6bioDs, 
amufements, and pleafures, even the moft 
concealed, are conltantly reported to her. 
She employs emilTariet or fpies, who omit 
nothing for her information. I could re¬ 
late from my own perfonal knowledge, 
Tome curious and entertaining inftances of 
her infpe^tion into the condud;of the Ladies 
of her Court: but the fubje^l is too delicate 
for particular detal-s. An illiberal fuper- 
ftition, rdlher than a rational difapproval of 
gallantry, onacc . jnt of the private and po¬ 
litical ills whxn it pr<Klnres, fi'^i^uontly ac¬ 
tuates her in ibis rigorous prciciiptiun. 

In no Luropc'uu copitai a;ib de¬ 
cency, caution, and roijKS f ior wpjiearancos 
maintained, in all coanevior^s of pleafure or 
attachment, as at Vienna. Thufe tentions 
are indifpenfable, in order to avoid attract¬ 
ing the Imperial notice, always followed by 
reprehenfion or puniihment. Gallantries 
here are covei’ed with a myflerious veil, and 
aiTume the exterior offriendfhip. Unlike the 
fickle and libertine amours of Warfaw, or 

of 
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of Peterfbargh, they generally laft for a 
quarter of a century* anrl are rarely broken 
off on either fide. Slow in forming, they 
are ftill more flow in diffolving. I am in¬ 
clined to bc-lic\e, that befides the reftraints 
alluded to, neither the climate nor the air of 
Aufli la are favourable to violent paflions of 
any kind. There is Ibniething phlegmatic in 
the conftltution of the inhahitants, ph 3 Tical 
and inteilebiual, wli’ li is adverfe to ftrong 
emotion^'. Tlie prefenje of the Emprefs, 
who is si!'\5iys *'eilde"t in, o. near her Capi¬ 
tal ; ar.’ I • I.i- terror inf{)irc..' by her vigilance, 
aL well as uor i t fVnlna ;.i, ope.atc: in repreff- 
inguil •■iiiptrfliUor^conieflbrs, and 

pcnan<*f«, rbi lempoiai motives. 

r>ui. the T'liiii *0 oi fruihv neverthelefa 

^ V 4 

exi(t.s; even \ has its Aleffalinas, 

though cerUinly .a fmaUcr number, and 
marked with fainter colours than elfewhere. 

The fuperftition of an Aultrian woman, 
however chara^terlftic, habitual, and excef- 
five, is by no means inconfiflent or incom¬ 
patible with gallantry : (lie fins, prays, con- 
felies, and begins anew; but ihe never 

omito 
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omits her malTes, not even for her loveri. 
Few Ladies touch meat either on the Fri¬ 
day or Saturday of every week, or during 
the whole period of Lent; anil they confefs 
frequently ; if not from principle, yet from 
habit or from fear. The marriage rinji is 
feldom worn or kept, as its lofs would \>c 
ominous in their cdiination, and prefage 
misfortune. In order to avoid fo great a 
calamity, they are generally fent to u cele¬ 
brated chapel of the Virgin, at Maria Zell 
in Styria; a flirine where I am allured there 
are more gold rings, than the CarLlinginian 
(Jeneral found on tlic held of Cannue 
Very little of the exterior of devotion is 
nevcrthelels vifible among women of condi¬ 
tion : it interrupts no pleafurcs of* fociety 
or converfation ; it neither mixes with their 
difeourfe, nor tinges their manners: they 
referre it for the altar, or the confefTor. I 
ought likewife to add, that there are not a 
few who entorlain much more liberal and 
expanded ideas of the Deity and of Reli¬ 
gion, than the Catholic Faith ufually in- 
fpires, particularly at Vienna. 


After 
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After confidering the fofter fex, iafpeak- 
ing of the men, it is juft to inak6 a leading 
(iiftinClion. The Auftrian youth of rank Or 
condition are in general infupportable. Dif* 
tinguiftied onK^ by pride, ignorance, and il- 
liberality; rogardinglhemfelvesasfuperior to 
every otlier European nation, becaufe their 
lbvereig!\ is titular head of the German Em- 
pire; altogetlier deftitute of improvement, 

A 

commonly haughty anduftuming; they want 
equal! y the inclination and the reqiiifites to be ‘ 
agreeable in fociety. It is true, that like us, 
they commonly travel; that is from* Vienna 
to Paris, throngji Italy’, and home. They 
imitate tlie Trench manners; blit poirefs 
neither the urbanity, the vivadity, lior the 
elegant levity of France. Though coxcombs, 
they are not amuilng ones, and in cuUivation 


of mind they are totally dgficienti The 
univerfities and femiuarics of inftruciion, 

' i' 

throughout the Auftrian dominions,'^ are. 
Icarcely more calculated to form, of to en- 

^ t 

large the underftanding, than the nunneries 
vhere the other fex are educated. An 
eccleiiaftic is ufually feledled for the purpofe,. 
VOL. II. S whofe 


,1 
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whole cares arc principally limiled to tiie 
morals of his pupils. Tcmjjcrate in their 
appetites and pleafures, the youth of Vienna 
appear to me by no means to merit the 
imputation af!)xed on the Germans, of a 
fondnefs for wine. 

It is among men of riper years, in every 
department civil or military, that arc found 
poliihod manners, urbanity, and attention 

y 4 

to ftransers. In fohd endowments of under- 

O 

ftanding, in local information, and in all the 
branches of official knowledge which qualify 
for filling c»ffices of date or trull w ith honour 
and ability; they may vie with the nobility 
of any country in Europe. But I am inclined 
to believe, that fewer perfons of extenfive 
reudiug and information are found among 
them, proportion obferved, than, in any of 
the German Courts. To the injudicious 
bigotry ojf the Emprefs, may chiefly be 
attributed the deficiency. It is hardly cre¬ 
dible how many books and produftions 
of every fpecies, and in every language, are 
proferibed by her. Not only Voltaire and 
lloufleau arc included in the lifl, from tlie 

fuppofed 
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iuppofed immoral tendency, or licentious 
nature of their writings; but many authors 
whom we confider as unexceptionable or 
hannlefs, experience a fimilar treatment. A 
fentence rcf)e£ling on the Catholic religion; 
a doubt thrown upon the fanftity of fome 
hermit or monk of the middleages; any com* 
portion in which the pleafures of lore are 
warmly depictured ; for 1 by no means fpeak 
of thofe licentious writings which it is the 


duty of every government to fupprefaj—in 
M word, any work where fuperftition is at* 
tucked or ceufured, however flightly, atti^^ 
immediate notice, and is inftantly prohibitedi 
under levete penalties. 

'I'he far greater number of thofe books 
which eonfiitute the libraries of perfons dif* 
tiuguifliedfortiifteandrefinementjnotmerely 
rn France or England, but even in Rome 01 * 
Florence, are rigoroufly condemned/ and 
their entry into Vienna is attended with 
no lefs difficulty than danger* It is indeed 
true, that notwithftanding every prohibition, 
knowledge infeniibly pierce^ aud gradually 
dlffufes itfelf over the Auftnaa domiuiehs^ 

s 2 • ^ Sto 
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»j prpgi^reis neceflarily proportioned 

$<yH)e impediments thrown in its way. On 
application to the literary inquifitors or cen- 
/orsi who regulate, this branch of iulernal 
police, altQQi^ any work maylikewife be pro- 
cw'od, though not witiiout trouble, expence, 
2^^-delay. Leipftc, Paris, or the Hague* to 
oq;e.or other, o(.which places recourle luuft 
uCtudly he had, are diilsant. I'he indoleoce 
Qi^tufal to^the bmnan mind, frequently pre* 
^fnts fuoh an exertion, and e.\tlnguiil>es the 
feeble fpark of defire to receive entertain-r 
or improvement. The Auftrian no¬ 
bility of both fexesj a few excepted, feem 
index'd never to read.; and appear equally 
d^^tute of an.acqitaiutaace with the polite, 

.are with the abilrufe, branches of 
ftudy.or li^eratare. 

. Ihe Hungarians of diftin^lioo are copir. 


mpniy: 9 f .I^tin, l^canfe among 

t^^ 0 Uyii^ iailjpwge,. as all the 

|y9j;:eedings of ’ Jwdkaturc,. 

t>l’ Government, 
0/ tmtiopt; Eome^ 
very 

4^43**^ regulate 
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rcgulute llicir tafte, or to introduce them to a 
familnu jty ^^ilh the great writersofantiquity, 
Jt is not on the banks of the Danube, under 
JMnres of ffoufe of Auftria, that fuch 
uork-^ are jtdily valued ot appreciated. 
Iforace, Sallull, Virgil, and Tacitus, hare 
here few readers, and fewer admirers. The 
hereditary fnperltilion of Leopold and the 
Ferdinands, which ftinives in the prefent 
Kmprefs, precludes their entrance and re¬ 
ception. It w probable that the death of 
Mana Therefa, and the acceffioa of Jofeph 
(he Second to tlic. Hungarian and Bobenuan 
Crowns, Mtill produce a vaft revolutidn in 
the human mind. His fentiments on re¬ 
ligious fubje6ts, though by no means clearly 
developed, arc known to be more liberal; 
and they will, it is fuppofed, operate to 
throw down the poUtical and moral barriers 
which for ages have prevented the diffuilobi 
of iuiprovement among the various dafles 
of people. 

Many of the great ndbility here ale 
extremely opulent, and nhititato a f|dendoi 
itr ihcir ctiabKibiMnDth ioitod to t^lr rank. 

»3 Thpy 
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Tbe^r have uCaally a palace in Vienna, an4 
another in the fuburbs, where they alter¬ 
nately reiide, according to the feafon of the 
year. A piece of magnificence, peculiar, 
as I believe, to the Imperial Court, is that 
all the Minifters employed in the principal 
offices or charges, are lodged at the expence 
of the Government, in houfes or rather fuits 
of apartments belonging to the Bmprefs. 
Thofe of Prince Kaunit* are very iiiperh. 
The range of rooms Occupied by Prince Co^ 
Joredo, as well as thofe ofCount Rofemberg 
the. Grand Chambellan,"’ conilitute part 
of the vafl edifice of the Imperial palace. 
If, however, they are thus provided with 
lodgings at the coft of the Crown, on the 
other hand, it mufl be owned, that the ap¬ 
pointments and falaries of the great officers 
of Aate in every department, are, according 
to our ideas and modes of eilimation, not 
inerely narrow, but totally inadequate to 
Gaining the dignity of their public fitua' 
s. Il^e Maficr of the Horfe has only 
(bur thou&i^. Bolins % year, which make 

r hozMlred pounds fterling; and 

thp 
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the “ Grand Chambellan" receives no more 

• r 

than twelve hundred florins. 'All the in¬ 
ferior “ Chambellans,** who amount to near 

i 

fifteen hundred> have only the privilege of 
wearingat their pocket a gold key* the fymbol 
of their function. Every other place in the 
gift of the Cro^n, bears nearly the fame 
proportion. ‘ 

The family of Lichtenftein may be efteexa- 
cd one of the wealthieft in Vienna. Prince 
Francis, who is the head of that boufe 
ponTeftes, I am aiTured, an annual income o 
at lead; feventy thoufand pounds fterling. 
It is neverthelefs thought that prince Efterr 
hazi, with a receipt of only fifty thoufand 
pounds a-year, is in fa^ a richer man. The 
reafon is that the Lichtenfteia eftates lie 
principally in Bohemia, Moravia, and Auf- 
trian Silefia, where the taxes are very heavy 
and opprelTive; whereas the lands of Prince 
Efterhazi are fituated almoflexclufively in 
Hungary, where the power of the Crown in 
levying pecuniary fupplies, is confined by 
charters, privileges, and compafits, whichtbe.. 
Hungarians, though eminently loy^» defend 

s 4 ^ againfe 
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againft all eDcroachment. When athis palace 
,of Efterhazi, about thirty miles from Vienna, 
where be refines during a great part of the 

4 

year, the Prince maintains an edabliHiment 
approacbing in every refpe^t to royal; and 
he iSf I believe, tlje only fabje6l in Europe, 
who keeps in pay a regular company of 
guards. During the time that hepalles at 
Vienna, he livas .with far more privacy. 
Except Princel5**“*>itz aud Prince.Colorcdo, 
ther^ is indeed no perfon here iits down 
regularly every day to iixteen or eighteen 
covers* . 

♦ • I 

If London or Paris offer more variety of 
intelleHual pjeafures and enjoyments, Vienna 
atleaftabound^ in eyery delicacy for the gra¬ 
tification of the palate, and tbeiudulgencc of 
appetite. Senfuality itfelf mud be fatisfied 
with the tables of the nobility, which are 
ferved with great profuGon; Hungary, Mo¬ 
ravia, and above ajl Bohemia, fupplying 
every kind of luxury for the epicure. The 
^hendan partridges and pbeafants are 
admitt^ to be io^nitely fuperior in Gavour 

KilL'W.' -'ii ro ^ 

> thofe ot. I ranee or Italy. I dare not 

relate 
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relate >vhat I have heard of the quantities 
of game, large and fmall, killed, or rather 
llauirhtered, in fome of the }V>hemian (hoot- 
ing parlies. Many hundred h^d of deer, 
hares, boar, and all kinds of wild fowl, are 
niaifucred by thefe relentJcf^ fpoftfineD; 
if fuch they can with propriety be efteemed, 
who edimate the diverllon pnly by the 
multitudes which they deltroy, and by the 
dicility of the cliace. , The Danube, as well 
.as the lakes of Hungaiy, furnjifh a variety 
of fifli; and oyfters are even brought from 
the Adriatic, either from Tried, Fiume, 
or Venice, as are many kinds of Tea (iQi. 
Piedmont contributes the larged and the 
lined truffles that I ever taded, which pre- 
ferve all the delicacy of their original fla¬ 
vour, though tranfported acrols the Alps. 
Prince Kaunitz is regularly fupplied with 

them from Turin. In no article do the 

✓ 

Audrians difplay more magnificence or va¬ 
riety than in their wines; and in many 
houfes,. as Lady Wortley Montagu remarked 
fiR^y years ago, a printed lid of them is put 
u.nd^r -every plate. I have how by tcyb 
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that of Prince Sc^wartzcroberg, as well as 
that of Cardinal Migazzi» ArchbtilVop of 
Vienna, and I (hall copy the former, as 
a fpecimen: 

** Vin d'Ahfynthe. 

“ Vin tf Autriche. 

Vin de Razerfdorf. 

“ Vin de Rhin. 

“ Vin de Mofelle. 

“ Vin de Nuitz. 

“ Vin de Champagne. 

“ Vin de Malaga. 

Vin de Bacaret. 

“ Vin d'AHcante. 

** Vin de Baimfec. 

“ Vin deCerifes. 

" Vin de Tokay." 

In this lift, which includes fome of the 
ftneft wines of Auftria, Hungary, Germany, 
France, and Spain, an Fnglifliman will how¬ 
ever probably remark that neither Port, Clar 

✓ 

ret, nor Madeira are to be found. 

- Notwithftanding the number and deli- 
cacy of their wines, which might naturally 
tempt to an indulgence, the Auftrians; as 

1 haT9 
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I have already ohferved, are very temperate 
and moderate in the uie of them. 1 never 
faw a Tingle inftance of a young man oi 
faihion intoxicated, during the whole time 
that 1 paded at Vienna. If they commit 
e&ceiles, they certainly are not tboie of wiue. 
This remarh, however, applies only to the 
upper claiTes; the people, like the Germans 
in general, ^re more addi£^ed to the uieand 
abufe of llrong liquors. 

Crimes as well as punilhmcnts are rare, 
owing to the vigilance and feverity of the 
police. ‘ A murder is fcarcely ever commitr 
ted, and robberies are fo uncmnmon, that 
at almoft every hour of the day oir night, 
a firanger may walk the ftreets, or travel 
the public roads in fafety. Of courfe, exe¬ 
cutions happen very feldom ; but when 
they take place, th^y are conduced. >yith 
admirable propriety, and in a way calculated 
to produce the ftrongeft effect on the be¬ 
holder. 1 had the curioiity, for the iirfttiine 
.in my life, to be prefent at an. execution, 
• only a few days ago; whicb» from the cii> 

cuml^noes that attended it,. tveU mcn^ 

a par- 
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ft partitolar defcripdon. Manjr thouiUnd 
^c6taiors-' of all conditions were aflbmhled 
<to witnefs it; and never was any public ce¬ 
remony performed with fo much folemnity 
and awful decorum, roar men, conviQ®d 
•of robbery, aggravated by circumllunces of 
^cruelty and inbumanity, were fentenced to 
die; not by the halter, as with us, but by 
the fword-of the executioner, '.rhev fuffejed 
on the Efplanade, without one of the gates 
of Vienna, upon a circular fpuce or piece of 
ground walled in, through which a flight of 
-^ps condu6;ed to the platforin, of fummit, 
which was raifed twelve ortburteen feet above 
the level ofthe JE^planade. In order to com- 
Wand a hettet view of it, I got into a cart 
‘placed fo near, that I could diftinguilh even the 
''<;<>imtenafio6s and features of the criminals. 
■‘"The flrft of the four malefaflors having 
1]id8#deated in ft chair thftt waa ferewed down 


into the ^ound, hU arms and body wftib 
tlext tied, with cords^* in order to preveoit 
him from ftnd-bis heck ittis laid-baW 

^uil^to the fhi^iders. -A bandage being 
d'hi#n acftrfii -faift eve#, '-feiur Augulline 


monks, 
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tnonks, hoMiiig a cruci6x, approAcllod, and 
after prayer coufcfled him. Th« execu) 
tioncr’s aflhtant then coiiettinghis hair, pnllcd 
up his head, tothcutmoRcxtentof the iieuk,' 
with a view to afford a fairer mark. Mean* 
while llie executioner hitufelf, who was a 
very rd*pe6ta!)lc man both as to figure and 
drelk; arrived at the fpotin a hackney coach. 
Wiian all the reqiiifitd preparations were 
made, he threw otf liis cloakt and ibmdingf 
ill Ilia white waiftcoaty he firfl difpkeyed' inf 
the fcabljard, and then unlheathed' the iiH 
ftrument of punifhmeiit. It was a-fVraight« 
two*edged fword, of tin equal bredflthV^tntd 
to the point, prodigioufly heavy, broAd, and* 
(harp as a razor. Coming in dank of the 
criminal, who was blindfolded, and coi^fs 
qucntly ignorant of the precife inomenf‘?fflr 
his approach ; railing the fword with both 
haiulb, he took off the head at a fingle 
with a dexterity and celerity exceeding ima¬ 
gination. The held it up ftream** 

ing with blood, and then'‘laid*it dowd on 
the grJtmd; while the deeaj^ated trunk^ 
was aUtflvhd to reiuain' for j(ome (Mobds 

• ^ tlD^ 



MUCOTRS or THI 


ling in the chair, the blood fpouting ap 
to the height of three or four feet in 
the air, ^wo men then untied the corpfe, 
and taking it by the legs and ilioulders, bore 
It to a little diilancc. The head was car* 
Tied with<it, placed beiide it, and both were 
covert with a large mat, which completely 
concealed the whole apparatus from light. 

Previous to the of beheading the fe* 
cond culprit, the chair was wiped clean from 
the blood with which it had been liaised; 
tb^ ropes were iwaibed, and fand was feat* 
Ui^ed over tbe place; ib that when he wa«^ 
brought tip in his turn to fuffer, no trace 
of^ the preceding execution was vi^le. 
Ai>out half an hour elupfed between their 
re^^tive deaths; the laft three being be- 
' tiiilded with the fame dexterity as the llrh, 
and with limilar circumfiances. The velo* 
ei^ with which the fword pa0ed through 
'the neck^ pnd diilevered the head, was 
\£sch, • that the blade fcarcely appeared 

-f infusing each firoke^ the 

execttidQneF topk. out a white basdkerchiet^ 

#. • ' ♦ 

vxd c^folly ^i^iped away the of 

4 

blood 
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blood >fhich ftood upon tbe. fword; th«n 
ftieathed, and laid it down at fome paces 
from the chair^ concealed by a doak. The, 
whole ceremony being ended, be advanced 
forward, nearly to the edge of the platform 
or fcaffold, and holding up the inl^rument of 
jufticG, immediately after he had taken off 
the head of the lail cnminal, he addreffed 
himfelf to the affembled multitude, demand' 
ing whether he had well performed his 
duty. They dgnified their approbation, 
and he then vithdrew, in the fame hack'.. 
ney coach which had conveyed him thither; 
while the people, before they dlfperfed, join¬ 
ed with the monks in prayer for the fouls 
of the departed. The four trunks and heads 
were expolbd during fome hours on wheels, 
to the view of every one, and were after- 
^vards interred. 

I retired from.tliis feene deeply impreffed 
with fo unufual, as well as folemn a dght^ 
which excites, however, no ^ fenfation of 
horror, and is attended with nothing cruel 
or repugnant to humanity.'^ On the con¬ 
trary, human ingenuity and mercy c^nldi 

not 
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devife a na^e of'tdidnl^^awiy 
m at once ‘fo iehbnt and fo inilantaneods!^' 
In feft it is the work of one fecond only,* 
and cannot poffibly be pi>fically felt by 
the perfon put to death. The mind, and 
not the body, frrls the ftrokc, whereas the 
baiter, as we know, does not always deprive 
of ientiment, or cxiinguini being for many 
minute''. 'Decapitation likewife make? a far 
more awiul and profound imprelTion on the 
iiirroundiog multitude, who are deeply af- 
fe6fd by the fight of the heaiAers trunk, 
and view every part of the* ceremony with 
other fenfations than thole' of an £nglifh 
mob, aflfimbled to fee men carried' in n 
cart to be hanged at TybiSm- Here it ex¬ 
cites all thofe beneficial emotions which 
check the progrefs of crhiie, and retaia 
ciety within proper limits. 

The rapisditjr' and preciCon with' wbich^ 
tbd a&' of decapitation itfelf is performed, 

the ItoR wonderful part of* it,' 
a^tiOey be* in its velocity, to the 

df llghthing'. Kb axe could iufli€t fi> 
hbwever well dire61ed by the 

mod 
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moH ikilful hands, eidod by the firmeft 
nerves. It is indeed rare that we read of 
an executioner thus taking off a head at 
one blou. The ^uke of Moumouth, who 
fufiered under James the Second, was hack<» 
ed to pieces by a terrihed, or an uoikUful 
pra6titioner; and numerous ioilances of a ' 
iimilur nature occur in our fanguinary an* 
nals, under the Tnd<^r8 and the Stuarts. 1 
have been aOured by more than one peiibOi > 
here, that the head frequently retains, (ot^ 
throe or four minutes, a ffrong and vifibjd ' 
principle of lite, after its inilantaneous fepv 
ration from the body; that the tongue and 
lips will even open and move. We are told 
that Marlhal Biron^s head made a bound 
on the fcaffold; a faft afferted by cotempo* 
rary and grave hi(ionans» whofe authority 
it is difficult to rejea, % wid not veatara 
to fay any thing pofitive on this point, from 
ay own perfonal obfervation ; butl i^ro* 
bend that both the bead and trank 
pable of ilroDg convulfive fpadna or novo*' 
toenta, after tbeir being diffevered* from 
each other; particidariy wh^ the pOrfoo^ 

VOL. XI. ' 7 tMiimibi 
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is ^et the tifne inf high bodily 
ft^ealth and Vigor. The barbarons and ab- 
Krtl fcuftoin^ common formerly at Vienna, 




T^raghc, and all over the' German Empire, 
*f catching a glafa-lfull of the criminafs 
tdbd at the inllant of his being beheaded, 
whfcti was fwallowed warm by perfons af- 
'foaeS with cpileptlc'difordcrs, as a certain 
remedy; is now prohibited, or rather fallen 
ibto' ’total contempt and diftife. Iteufon, 
y the progrofs of pbilofophy> has ev- 
tingmdied fo abominable, as well as hra- 
fionai k'^pra^ice. 

‘ If’is notiherelyoverlbe puhiiefafety, and 
^the fecurity of the Auftriun capltdli thiit the 
police undertakes topiefide. Th’e morals, no 
fels * tiiab tlie 6onduft of all her fubjefili, 
an ofe^^ tif the Emprefs's conftant 
fiin^eilAitrtrfg^alWntlon. 1 1 apprdacbds 
*o^ id^py poifats to tigor, and rniiy'perfeipS 
bc'juftly thought uijbdcoining^lter dignity, 
‘'"Iflf S^ell as ihelFei^ual to any' faiiitElry pur^- 
}? ^’M^omon tiho are aucuf^^ ^ 6t ‘con-. 



df ileVoting therfiielves, bdwdver Ib- 

itie* |)1edfafe3 of the phbUc,'afe 

'* * inftantly 
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sr>{Uiitly token up by her ebi^ 

iiherl. Many are annualiy tnmTpoiMxiinn^ 
'the Danube, into the -Qenhat Qf^SSffaieikClBBr’: 
a imuHiy and unwholefome p'rovinte^, tm die 
trontieroftheTurkifti dominions* Itis^wl 
that the city of Temefwaer is baif peofdoC 
A4'ith ladies of eafy virtoe and prooirfe^l^Ht 
heard the Emperor a nndb Itidicivaii 
defefiption of one of the lattlt* fcfrt, Tciy 
celebrated hi her proleflion, whom 
curiofity to vifitin Sclavoiua,to which reflaotr' 
country fhe had been bandlied b^ 
Tberefa, for her mifdemeauors. in VieiSM-' 
^ies form a nuqiemus,. espenhtsii^ l&ad 
very obnoatous branch of the 
No place is free from their nrtrafihfs^ A 
<wttiipt fi^om tbeirenquirtes. At dietheaftrd, 
at the fitdottos, and at aH public entevtant^ 
ments, there are fome of thorn pDibadtp not 
merely to<protc& the perfhns or tiief nopbiiy 
of^ihe amfience, hnt to pre^^ot tisiHiafekhe 
£Biaile(l’Appearance of innnodedy'onlidio- 
• UotSorts. Thefe comnnfftnes r^ibit'totlto 
Empfefh'every &daiorthy her notice^ IAA' 
inar^.«faioh are by no motni of a 

T 2 d ofu i ^ 
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attention or interference. Such 
precau^ons neverthele& would certainly be 
very laudable, if thej^ere dire6ted by a ra¬ 
tional delire of reftraining debauchery, and 
moderatingits pernicious confequences. But 
ttiatheprogrefs of ageand fuperllition, which 
IlM gradually rendered herauHere; andilie 
Isa&uatedruthcrby the narrow bigotry of an - 
abl>efs, than by the enlarged and enlightened 
pHbdples of a forereign. Yot even her 
errors are refpe6tablc, iince they originate 
in rirtue, and her fcverity UTX|ueitionably 
tends to reilrain exce0es of every nature. 

The Aullriaoa in general are much lefs 
Ira^from prejudices, and more attached to 
fuperllitioQS forms cur obfervances, nut onlv 
than the french or EugliH), but’even than 
theoativesofGermany or Italy, llieirhabi- 
toal l^try is marked in almoii every ad of 
ordinary Ufe, or of common interoourfe and 
CbQvef&tion. -They reckon time, for in&knce, 
ln^ 8f>we do, from a certain day of one 
•iqlAntlw to a certain day of another I'iiftead 

irom the I 9 ih of Marchto the 

nil of JiuMy they count from St. Jofoph to 

St. 
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St.John: and in order to compr^end their 
meaning, it is necedary to become acquaint¬ 
ed with their Saints, who occupy almoftevery 
day in the calendar. As a proof df the 
afcendant which fuperftition had, and ftili 
has over the inferior clafles, it will fuffice 
to mention a well-known The Sainta* 
days were become fo numerous, as to afie^ 
materially the tranfa^ons of commerce, and 
even to impede the ordinary buhneis of tho 
capital. All the (hops being (liut on thole 
feliivals, the tradefman or the mechanic 
peflkl the whole of them in idlenefs, recrea^ 
tioD, debauchery, or devotion. 

An evil of fuch magnitude* vibich while 
it impoveriihed the people, was produ^ve 
other pernicious coufequeDces to the 
State, loudly demanded redrefs. fhe Bm- 
prefs applied, therefore, to the late Pope, 
Gangao^i, for a difpcolation from die oh- 
fervance of many of thefe hoUdays. He 
readdy granted her requeft; a conhderable 
number were erafed; all further obfervance 
of them was forbidden, and the people were 
comuuutded, on pain of punilhmeat, to open 

T 3 their 



MiMriki flr taB 

Q^ir Otops as well fis*to puriue ^eir reipec* 
live 'Occupations ot* tf^os. Th?y did not 
i:enture opeidy to a mandate of the 

Government, fen^^oned by a paptd decree: 
i>ut conceiving 1t to be no 1« f> impious, than 
5t ■w'as contrary to th** pnclice of tlieir an- 
<ieftors,they contrived to elude and to render 
it fruitlefs, by refubng to leil any article, 
isr demanding an exorbitant'price tor it, 
npbn'tbe days whtn they were compelled to 
open tlrar (hops. It is only Iik years ago 
'■flricc tfie'cdift took yrtace. Tfflie bas bow- 
"Cvdd^Sfetrfibly nirflifii’d their ibtr&ftaliiiUty, 
and rendered tWeriitnore docile: “bat it will 
letjifire a'kmg period, to eradicateprejtidiccs 

been'^mbibed ^d cberiflied for 
•^ited^ive c€mtufie«. 

'Natural philofbpliy and feidnee have 
'I'carCely ' made grea'ter progrefs in Vienna, 
than 'ftiiifld reafon and real reli^wa*. The 
j|lod,rine of fainiKaVfpirits, inconCcivdbla as 
*^fuch‘tl^eakncfa may appear, has its votaries 
and ^be^ev^, even among perfonS *df Ihe 
^igbeft rank, ‘Itfis not therefore to be v^on- 
deted atthat i»^'ttefoii4,'^bo,'|Mffitittg of 

a the 
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tlie WQaknersandcredulitycommontokutnaix 
nature, profefs to poHefs the fecret of invok- 
u}g, fuinmooing, and comnmnding thefe 
invifiblc agents. Princes, Minifters,'and 
Gcnend OBlcers of diHinguiflied reputation, 
V horn it would be eafy for me to name, are 
not alhamed to liflen to their pretended 
difcoveries, to be initiated into their myfte- 


rieM, and to be prefent at their no6iurnal 
inectiugs for the purpofc of evoking or raif- 
ing apparitions. Schrepfer would have 


found as many adherents, and made as many 
profclyies here, as he did at Drefden. £ven 


iHe Count de Gabalis himfelf might here 
ha\^romulgated his dodfines,'Without any 
apprehenfion from the icepticifm, or the in- 
•credulity of his a&dience. 


i 


A futt notlefs incredible, is the eagemelk 
and anxiety with which the philofophers 
fftone is at this very time fought after here. 
.'1 (hould^not venture to aflert, if I did hot 
know from indifputable authority, that at 
leail three thoufanH perfons aVa at’this time 
occupied in the refearch, wit^iin the city and 
fuJburbs of Vienna. The Auftrian Goverh- 



mnt 
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ment gives the example to the fubjeft, and 
hdlds out every neceffary encouragement 
to iuch as chufu to engage in the attempt. 
In order to difeourage individuals, at the 
Tame time, from endeavouring, to attain fo 
inedimable a fecret astheartoftradfmuting 
metals, it is forbidden to carry! on chymical 
proce^^es or operation.s in private houfes. 
iVoy perfon deto6led in fuch an occupation, 
may be feized by the officers of pSice, and 
all his apparatus conHfeuted. But, if he 
Ihould be difpofed to engage in the under* 
taking, the Government n’ill not only facili¬ 
tate it; they, will even furnini him with the 
means. : Profedbr Jaquin is empowered by 
the Emprefs to receive propofak firom fuch 
as af% inclined to. enter op the attempt to 
make gold;, in other words, to find the 
philofopher s ftpne. ;Tbey are immediately 
provided by bifu with & room, charcoal, 

^tenfils, crucibles, and.every .requifitef at 
J|er;!^jeftyV expence;,, 

- Jhe late Emperor Fra^iicis, like his pro- 

ip Imperial dignity, Rodolph 
!^e $eco|]^, ^l^nded great.fuma in %ia& 

chimerical 



court op sirliw,etc. aff* 

cVunerical fearch. A perfonof tlie higheft 
rank here, hiiufelf an adept, aiTured me tBat 
not very many years ago, a man arrived at 
Vienna, who profeiHed to be in poHefhon of 
the fecret of producing gold. Having made 
an onferof his fervices to Francis, he accepted 
them; but with a view of concealing the 
tranfa6tioD from the public eye, tlie £mpe> 
ror fent him into Hungary, where he had 
purchufed a houfe and an eilate, named Hol- 
iitfeh. Two military officers, chofen for 
their fuppofed fidelity, accompanied the pro- 
jeftor, w ith orders very narrowly to watch^ 
and to report upon his condu6b Every 
thing necelTary for carrying on fo import¬ 
ant a work was liberally provided, and 
Francis promifed him an ample recompence^ 
if he accpmplKhed his promifes. The man 
a&ually fent fome gold to the Emperor, 
attelled to be of his own production or fiip 
brication, but it was only in fmall quanti^. 
After fome time he fuddeoly difappeared, 
and the two officers abfeonded with him.' 
The proje^or, w'ho has eluded all enquity^ 
never was heard of fince; But the officenir 
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it have been feen iojnc time agjo, 

opp at Malta* tho other at HanU).urgb* 
Frances, inllru^pj, however, by experience, 
ejiiployed no ipore alchvmiltsto nv»l>egcL(t 
Numbers of the lirll perions in Vienna 
lahorajtories fit^e^ up in their own houfes, 
V^hcrO;they are daily and conftpotly.Qcciipitd 
in the fame .lingular, as well as .unprolitable 
pjpurch. Far from being iind^^Ccived* or 

by ill fuccels, ihcy perfevere, ami 
cfptipd no little fums of ni^ey ip the ejir 


il^vour. J hav« been m^ny, tirpes pi the 
la^prptpry qf u.gr^at adfipt.hcre, ,nnd. list'e 
|l*qp bim en^plc\>^pd,m the prqgefs itfelf. 

ponveyed to a>e the prcclfj idea pi a 
^^^crppi^nper’iS ftpdy, ps d^jlcrjbed in ro- 
; the ;^ppr .lirewed with crucihlps, 
j^nd^al^tbe apppi:atps oC alphyfliy. 

^yps-particulprly pttra^fid \ny 
Jbv^n' .hftrning .under as many- .largje, 
_g}^ ,^1;les. pr. Fecei^e^-s, each ; 

pQwdeif «*■ .a/id he 

,%fv^^|De the jjarticul^r.sne, . which 

jbB4}*ittie^ed himfelf that faepefs .niight ,uhl- 

559'^Pibis i^e ptm^lcftre 

and 
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and attention are neceflary to keep the 
lampsperpetualiy alive, like the facredjtlitfiie 
in the 'I'cmple of Vefta, .or among rtl}e dif- 
eiples of Zoroafter. Strong chardoai £res 
are maintained for the purpofe; tbe aiPDfe- 
mept being by no means among the num¬ 
ber of tlwle failed to Hi perfons of a narrow 
fortune. 

6iome dat’s ■ lince, finding myfelf alone 
with tlie nobleman in queftion, to w^ofe 
friendfhip I have great obligations, and who 
-is one of the molt pleating, amiable, and 
•comnaunicative men -cRiitiiig; J .afked tbini 
<what \#ere hi&'notions and opinions relative 
to the object of his refearch. 1 entfosted 
diinv to inform me, whether it <was .merely 
xis a reereation that he profecuted: it; or 
whether be ferioufly flattered Itimfelf^ajdth 
attainifig in aPy degree the philofc^her s 
flone. . ** ‘I will fanfwer {you,” r:%td' be^ 
*** with franklins ^nd preca^n: 'Tbe'fearch 
^ amufes tte, ^awakens, hope, lanimat^imy 
^ mrad, and presents ohje^,.at leati: to the 
** imagination, of >tbe miQ& -feduci^iku}d.. 

I gtantf iexpeative, but lam jvdl 

“ able 
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“ able to fupport fuch a demand upon m? 
** jmrie. So much for the occupation con- 
“ iidered in itfelf. ^Vith refpeft to the ac- 
“ complilhment of the great ohje8:, the pro- 
** -du^ion of a powder with which gold may 
** bemade,lbe]ieveintlieexi{tenceand pof- 
** filulity of fuch a fubdanco: it is called in 
** the language of Alchymy* Poirder qfPro- 
“ je&im. If I l»ad an ounce of it, 1 .could 
** produce gold in the following manner: 
“ by applying to it a fiuall quantity of gold, 
** the metal is transformed into it; and gold 
** only can produce this ede6l, on enable 
** me to increafe, to any extent that I pleafe^ 
“ the Pozffder ofPrq/eSfifiH. Ifl afterwards 
** apply a fmall quantity of it fo compofed, 
** to any bafer metals, as lead, iron, or cop- 
'** per, 1 can change them into gold;. fo that 
** widi a fmall proportion of gold,- I can 
** always have powder fulKcient to produce 
** an immcnle quantity. By mixing certain 
** ingredients in it, 1 can deprive it ,<^ its 
^ virtue, and revive it at pleafure; but none 
except my felf,oran adept of thefamefehooi, 
** can Tcftore it when thps difguiied and 

“ transr 
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** transfurmed. 1 believe that many perTons, 
“ who are no more, have attained and prftc- 
“ tifed the art of making gold: nay, I believe 
“ that there are^Uch perfons now exKling in 
“ Europe; but I am neverthelefsverydoabt^ 
“ fill of my own fucceis.” It is unneceiTary 
to make any ohfervations on the above ac' 
count of the mode of attaining the philofo- 
pher s ftone; iince a fort of voluntary credu* 
lity feems to be the principal, and 
the only requifite in tlie procela. 

The memory of Paracelfns is held in 
high veneration Qt Vienna: he was one of 
the extraordinary men whom the Emperor 
Rodolpii the Second, thegreat patron of phi- 
lofophers, chymifis, and pretenders to fei- 
ence, had aiTembled in Ws Court at Prague, 
towards the beginning of the lall century. 
Paracelfus boldly declared bimfelf in pof- 
fefiion of the fecret of the philofophei^s 
iloAc; aiid. they fUH ihew a boufe here; in 
the Leopoldfladt fuburb, where it is faid he 
changed a piece of braib money into gold. 
Every body teems tpr be perfuaded of the 
«nd as a conlinnation of it, there If in 
•; » tlie 
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thfe “ TJelvidere” palace, a piftupo which J 

ha^ feen, that reprefeuts Paraccli'ns'm Ihc 

aft. 1 iniagine,*however, that the evidence 

of the painting will not admitted na 

controvt*rlibI(‘, beyoiMi the Jimitb of Vienna’. 

% 

If any degree of pofttive teftimony could 
eftahliOi the doftrine of tranfmiiting metals^ 
il may be obtained here. I have hoard 
|)crton8 named, who are either now alifcs, 
or lately dead, of wliofc facitky to make 
gold, nobody fcofns to ciiturlain a doubt. 
A prinie of the dlortrious family of licii- 
tenflein, is genera] ly believed to have been 
jnafter* of the fccrot; by availing himfelf of 
which, it is pretended fhal he laid the foun¬ 
dation of the iettmenfe proj)erty enjoyed by 
his defeendant^:' *fiis Chriftimi mune was 
John Adam, and he w'as great uncle to 
Prince Prancls, the pre'fent head of the 
licht^^eiO fediily. 1 am alliired that 
'when he came to thofocceiTionyhis annuirl 
isi06mc did not • e)^ed thirity> tho^and 
i||E>rth^, or a little iliord than thi^ thoirfatwl 
i^uoida ^criin^ '■ (During bis life hff,:biult 

QS 
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or on His various eftates; and liis manner of 
living, vviierover lie refided, was magnificent 
in the extreme. Yet, notwithfiandirigthefe 

4 

txpences, which were more than- fufficie'nt 
to have exhnufted liis originnl patnmony* 
he left, at his deceafe, lands W the value of 

* i • 

above lour hundred thoufand florihs a year. 
‘Ka}-, they add, that fiioh was hiS comiftand 
of ready inonev* in confequence of poflefl- 
ing the philofoplier’s ftene, as to-cohipel 
the Court to interfere, and t6 put a ftop to 
Ins further purchafes, or he would havfe 
bought ulmoll all Bohemia and Moravia. 
With whatever contempt fuch ftories'might 
be treated in London, they excite no ridi- 
chlc here, 

' The fclence of ma'kirrg gold is not thfe 
'pnly extraordinary or viiioharj’ ohjeft of 
refdarch, ardently purfut^d at Vienna: thfefe 
are jxirfons here credulous of fangiiihe 
"'en6u^ to believe in the exifterice df drugs 


-pOfidns, by which hcaltli, vigour, 'and 
e^h fife, may Be prbBnged bej^ond their 
ufiiU limits. I have botiwrfed vidth mdn 


who alfebt to have atttimed ftibh (berets ; 


mnd 
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^ ' 

and the fame nohlemaowhoml have already 
mentioned, prcfented me, not long ago, a 
Tial, containing a brightyeiiow liquid, whicli 
he a0ared me, taken from time to time in 
fmall quantities, uould tend to countera6t 
the progrefs of age, or the effcfl of indifpo- 
fition. Unfortunately 1 want faith for the 
experiment, without which 1 imagine it 
would be of little benefit, St. Germain, who 
is now faid to be alive at Hamburgh, pre* 
tends, that by means of chymical dif- 
covenes, he has already furmounted the 
deftiny of man, and is above two or three 
hundred years of age. Impudent as the 
impofturc may be, he would find believers 
here, even among the higher orders of fo- 
ciety. 1 ought, however, in juftice to fay, 
before 1 quit the fubje^t, thut thofe perfous 
uho are moll warmly engaged either in tlie 
purfuit after the philofopher's Hone, or any 
other vthonary attempt connicfled with it, 
are Hill perfectly confeious of the ridjyle 
■ that attaches to .tlis thing itfelf. In mer 
to avoid it they ufually either conceal.their 
occupation, or aife6t to join in the laugh 

ac:alnH 

9 
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againft tliemfelves. I'he progrefs of reafon 
and of true philofophy, can neverthelefs 
alone put a total end to purfuils, fo generally 
and fo deeply imbibed. 

The public divcrfions, as well as the 
theatrical arniifements of Vienna, do not 
correfpondwith the ideaswhich,as ftrangers, 
we are naturally led to entertain of the me¬ 
tropolis of the German Empire, the rcTi- 
dence of the modern Crefars. Few Euro¬ 
pean capitals are more deficient in exhibi¬ 
tions or entertainments of this nature. 
I’heie is, indeed, a company of French 
•:omodians,who commonly repair here every 
winter; hut they are fo indiflferent, as to 
r’^ndur their peidormance fcarcely fupport- 
ublc. Itisotherwifeatthe German theatre, 
where the reprefentation is excellent. 
Marlnine Sacco, w'ho plays the firft tragic 
may rank with the fined attrefles of 
C/ernianv, France, or England. Vienna 
poneiies neither an Italian opera, nor 
“ fialletand during Lent no divcrfions 
of a public kind are permitted, except con¬ 
certs. The malked balls or Ridottos ia 

V Carnival, 


VOL. ir. 
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Carnival, are held in. the Jiuperial palace ; 
where the apartments aj>[»roprialed to 
them, are noble, fpacioiis, aia! coiivenienl. 
1 have fVeqiuMUlv leen more tinin eighteen 
hundred perlhns in the great ball room, 
^riie whole expense being delVayed hv the 
Court, the profits arillng iVom it are appro¬ 
priated of conrfe to the (jovermnt nt. 
None of tlte public aniufcmeuts are expen- 
five; the price of admiffiou to llio Ritloltos 
is only two florias, or lcHrc<dy an Knglifli 
crown piece. 

In L cat, it is pieniaat on a holiday, to 
vifit ilereu-llaltz," a chapel iituated 
about lialfa mile to the iouth o{'\'ienna. 
Devotion and amuionn ntcarrv jbither mul- 
titudea of everv rank, and of holh il'xes I 

A 

have metf he emperor himlclf on foot, mixed 
among the crowd, jt is eipudly curious and 
entertiiiiiiitg to mingle will) the peafnits, 
of whorji Sclaronians, (ireeks, and llun- 
garians compof'e a pniicipal part. They 
walk, pmy,^ take retreihmenta, and return 
ill the evening to A’ienna. It is accounted 
a pious work, a ibrt of pilgrimage, to viljt 

“ Ileren- 
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Heren-IlaJtz” in Lent. People of con¬ 
dition either remain in their carriages, Of 
walk, as they chance to prefer; and 1 baye 
feen teri or twelve thoufand perfons there of 
a Sunday, when the weather has been fine. 

French may be denominated the com¬ 
mon and univerfal language among perfons 
in upper life at Vienna. German is com¬ 
paratively little ufed in mixed company; 
and the Audrians fpeak fo bad a dialed^ of 
it, that a native of Dreidcn or of Mentz, 
where the pureft German is fpoken, has 
no fmall difficulty to converfe with them. 
Italian is generally underdood, and many 
of the ISIilancze, as well as the Mantuan 
nobility, are to be found here every winter, 
wliom bufinefs, ambition, pleafure, oi* 
curiofil V, attract to the feat of Government, 
KugUib is extremely in vogue, particularly 
among the ladies, mod of whom read and 
uiiderftancl it: feveralamong them fpeak it 
with great eafe and propriety, l^ut French 
is indiipenfable, and far more ufeful as well 
as neceflary for a dranger,than German. It 
Was othcTwife formerly, under the reigns of 

V 2 LcopoU 
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anti Charles the Sixth, lliofi;' 
i^riticTw, tiurfed ill hereditary antipathy to 
tithe Ilbufi.* of i»oorbon, and alniofl con- 
.'^iianfly engaged in war wiih that I’amily, 
held in dcteluition ever}' tiling connefted 
with France: language, drels, manners, 
nil were odious. Italian then corvftituted 
the elegant and coiirtly vehicle of ex- 
preflion. French was never pronounced 
at Court; and it would have been almoft 
a crime to have come into the prefence 
of the.Sovereign, in. a fuit of cloalhs of the 
Pariilah ntode. I have heard perfons alTert, 
who remember die times to which I allude, 
that aiiy lb-anger ivbo appeared in the draw- 
■ ins^otik with white iilk ftockings, attracted 

O u ' O ^ 

attentidfi'; a{nd that Charles the Sixth com- 

r » 

gnOidy Md of luch a one, looking at hinr 
with aVerSom "“ That is a 'Ourfed French- 
xtSafi^!’' -'Bat the late Kmperor Francis 
brought with Intft’ to Vienna the felhio^is, 
J^ngua^e, and alliance of that country. As 
ft could fpeak German perle^ly, he 
^wiftys;exprei3led himlelf in French: 'Fhe 

^ * i 

"Cottrf fooit followed the example: their 
•12 animofity 
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uniniofity to France was infenlibly’pbUte- 
rated; and the connexions of marriageiince: 
formed with the various branches of the' 
Bourbon family, lKv\*e almoft completely, 
done away the ancient enmity bctween the 
two countries. 

The climate of Vienna, as well ^ of, 

♦ • 

Auftria, tliough dry, keen, and falubriousj 
is confidered as too iharp and penetrating 
for perfons fubjeft to diforder&of^the lungs. 
Rain is not trequeot. The winters, are: 
very rigorous ; yet it is rather uncommon 
for the principal Rream of the^^anube to 
be frozen over from fide to fide. Th©.jcir-J 

e • 

cumdance did not take place during the. 
whole of lail winter; but, aloout'three. 


weeks ago, it was completely frozen acr.Qfr. 
fpr a few days. I made .a° excurfioa 
into-Hungary, at that time; and ! not only:^ 
crofled the Danube on the^ice, oppofite the; 
city of Preftufg, where it is very broad,- 
but I iaw waggons heavily laden, which 


paffed with perleCl fafety. In February and 
March, unlike our climate, the weather is 
generally very fine, nbf are fogs common 


u 3 at 
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at any feafon. During fumtner ihe heat is 
frequently oppreffive, particularly within 
the w'alls of Vienna. A ftill more difagrec- 
able attendant on warm weather, is the 
duft, ufually increafed by the winds that 
blow with violence, and which are accounted 
abfolutely neceifary in order to prefer\‘e the 
falubrity of the air. The dull is indeed one 
of the greatefl inconveniences to which the 
city is fubje6t, no precautions being taken 
to diminifh it by watering the llreets; and 
even in February I have-found it very un- 
pleafant. But, every advantage hiirly ba¬ 
lanced, the climate is far fuperior to that of 
London, lefs inconflant and rainy, exempt 
from the unwholeforoe fogs fo common on 
the banks of the Thames, and more favour¬ 
able to the prolongation of health, beauty, 
and life. Here 1 fhall clofe this long letter. 
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LETTER XXX. 


Reigns of Leopoldy Jofeph the Firfty and Charles 
the Sixth,^Accefion of Maria Therefa»'^Her 
harangue to the Hungarian Dietj^Coronation 
at Prejburgh.—Her perfaiiy manners, and con¬ 
jugal attachment‘Funeral •vault of ike Im~ 
po-ial Family,—Death of the Archduchefs Jo- 
fepha.—Allotment of the Emprefs's time.—Her 
devotion, — Audiences.—Prejudices and partial¬ 
ities,— Palace of Schonbrun.— Archduchejfes 
Maria, Elizabeth, and Chrifiina.—Anecdotes 
of the lajl mentioned Princefs ; her marriage, and 
afcendency over the Emprefs,—CharaQer of 
Maria Therefa,—Her virtues, talents, end 
adminifiration. 


y\%uvik,Fehmttry\\, 

T u E reign of the prefent Emprefs Queen 
comprizes a period the moft intereft- 
ing of any in the annals of the Houfe of 
Aufiria, hnce the death of the {Imperor 
Charles the Fifth. Its duration, i^'hich al* 
ready exceeds eight-^and^tbirty years \ the 

V 4 critical 
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critical circumftances under wliich it com¬ 
menced'; the ^var^. which, with various fuc- 
cefs, have marked its progrefs; laftly, the 
vaft augmentation of her power and terri¬ 
tory, produced by the partition of Poland, 
added to the recent feizure of Lower Iki- 
varia: all thefe events conduce to render 
Maria Therefa an ohjeft of peculiar atten- 
tipn, not only as a fovereign, hut as an indi¬ 
vidual. Herchara6ler,adn)ini(lration, policy, 
and adlions, which have fo eUenlially af¬ 
fected the felicity, as well as the tianquil- 
h'ty of Europe in the prelent age, will 
awaken the warnieft curiofity, mixed with 
tlie Uvelied intereft, to the latcft pofterity. 

.. Her grandfather Leopold, n prince who 
experienced the greateft reveries and vicilh- 
tudes of fortune, palTed his long reign of nca r 
half ^‘Century, in a perpetual, but unequal 
confliCb, ’with two powerful dates, Turkey 


France. Driven from his capital in 1683, 
the forces of the former, he owed his pre- 
fef*arioii,folely to the fuccours brought hitn 



b^. John Sobi^&i, King of Poland, who 
fstfrtid Vientia _ when reduced to the laft ex¬ 


tremity, 
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treinity, and prevented Anftria from pafling 
under llie Ottoman yoke. It wa^ot eafy 

at that lime to forelee that Leopold, from a 

% 

iiate of fuch depreflion, would in the courle 
of a few years become more formidable than 
ever. The arms of the Luke of Lorrain 

t 

and Prince Jiugerie not only recovered 
Hungary from the Turks, but greatly ex¬ 
tended its frontiers; while the genius and 
fortune of the Duke of iMarlborou^i, by 
the memorable victory of Blenheim, expelled 
the French frpm the heart of Germany, 
bumbk-d Louis the Fourteenth, and elevated 
Leopold to the fuminit of human greatnels. 
He expired almoil immediately afterwards, 
leaving his houfe in a ftnte of iinexpe£ted 
profperity, to which he had neither contri-, 
bated by bis talents, by his courage, nor by 
his exertions of any kind. 

Jofeph, who fucceeded, w as a Prince of 


very dilferent, and of much fuperior natu¬ 
ral endowments. A6Uve in the field, and 
vigorous in the cabinef, rapid no lefs than 
deciiive in his political chate^er, be was 


fprmed to fufiain with ability the fabric^ 

reai^ 
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reared under his father. But, the term of 
his life w^i^ fhort; and he was curried off by 
the fiDiili-pbx, after a reign of only fix years, 
at one of the moft criliral periods of the 
great war, undertaken with a view to fix 
the Crown of vjpain on the bead of his 
younger brother, Charles. Jofi ph’s pre- 
niature death may he ftid to have produced 
the peace of Utrecht; it eflabli{he<l Philip 
the Hfth on the Sjianifli J hrone, and com¬ 
pletely changed the deiiiuy of Europe, 
TJje prefent Prince Auerfperg, who is four- 
icore, was-a page in llie fervlce ofjofeph, 
and afliftcd about his peribn during that 
monarch’s luft illncfs. Converling with him 
on the fubiefl, a few days lince, he aflhred 
me, that the phyficians not only kept the 
Emperor in a room, from wiiich all circula- 
tioa or infroduftion of frefli air was entirely 
excluded; but, that they caufed him to be 
wrapt in near twenty yards of Englinifcurlet 
broad cloth, at the lime when ihc finall-pox 
WHS at ils^ciglit. Siich was the pi'a6lice of 

a^Vienna, fcarcely feventy years 

, 

Eveu now the mode of treatment is 

litilo 
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little better umlorllood, either in Auitria, of 
in Bavnria. Two fucceffive and 

no lefs than lix Archdukes or rHicheiTes, 
have fallen viftims to the fame fatal malad^t 
within the laft thirty or forty years. 

The brother and fuccellbr of Jofeph, 
Charles the Sixth, a Prince of very limited 
capacity, indolent and paffive, refembled 
Iweopold in the leading features of his cha¬ 
racter: yet, during more than twenty years 
of his reign, ibe Aultrian dominions con¬ 
tinued to increafc Naples, the Milaneze, 
Mantua, and the f.«o\v Countries, which were 
ceded to Charles by the treaty of Utrecht; 
Sicily, Avhich lu; afterwards receired in ex- 

V 

change for Sardinia, together wdth the King¬ 
dom ofServia, a province wrefted by his 
arms from the Turkifti Sultans, prodigipull/ 
augmented his power. At the Peace of^ 
Peterwaradin, in 1716, he might be ranked 
among the greateft, as well as the rholl for¬ 
tunate Monarchs in Europe. But, the 
evening of his life did not correfpohd wit' 
the fplendor and profperity of its raerid^'’^ 
Prince Eugene, who contnbu1;ed fo 



MEMOlHS OF THE 


;00 



Bliiftfate it by his vi6tories, had the mif- 
. Airvive himfeif. Naples and 

Sicily wei’e loft on one hand ; while on the 
otlier» the Turks, emboldened by the wcak- 
nefs of the Emperor's councils, expelled 
tlie,Aurtrian.vtroni Servia, recovered Bel- 
grad^ deJi'eated |hc imperial commanders, 
and fc<!rned to be on the point of again 
over>running. Huugary; as they had done 
imd^r Ute Solymans and. the Selims, in 
the prepeding century. Amidft thefehumi- 
iiating.;^$l difaftrous circuniftances,^ Charles 
ex^^d, of a diforder produced by eating 
« di^:^^.muibrQ 9 pas.: leaving behind him 

. A,, beaten and difpirited 

army,, ftmen^ty excheqticr^ and a feeble 
gjuarantee purchafed or extorted from fq- 
pqwers, as the beft fnpnort to the tot- 
t^il|g ^D<jeur of hjs family, affailcd by 

memies ^ every fide. 


.'.’S 

no. 



^ m ^ 


:#’Duri^:^^^fe df .the ^mperor. Jofeph, 
as-that {^ihce %a5rdeftituli& of ions, abd the 
1^’e.dy ho^ of^rpeSuRtihg.tlie Auftrian line 
phy^Ve^JjU^tfrt.^ ^r'chduke Charles;' his 

• v;' a'.' *■ i.'* i» .i__ <?_/5 


ago 


• • .iV 






;an pbj^^.6l of the firll 

political 
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political importance. Among all ihe PriJP 
cefies ot‘Germany diftinguiflied 
%vho reemed to give the faireft protrilft 
polrerity* Elizabeth Cliridina, daughter if 
Lodi.s Duke of llrunlwic Bhinkenherg, was 
f< levied. Jhit, as Charles ws^s then in Spain, 
font n ling for the Crotvn of that kingdom, 
at the head of an army compofed of Gof- 
rnans and Kngidh; the young Princefs wtiji 
font thither, and the nuptials were' fc>lei!!> 
nized in 1707, at Barcelona, "When hfe 
quitted Catalonia, about four years 
wards, on the death of bis hrothcr Joiej^ 
to repair to Germany; (he remained hehhid, 
till circumdances enabled her to'rejoin Him 
at N'ienmi. Her pcrfonal attraftiomi whirls 
raiftd her to the Imperial Throne, had al¬ 
ready fuffered fome diminution, befort* her 
firh; interview with the Archduke. 1 ha\n% 
heard the Coiilitofs Llhlfeldt fay, who re¬ 
membered h^r, that previous to landing 
at Barcelona, the wis fo fiang Iiy the ^laf- 
quetos, as to oecaiion a violent fwelliug in 
her face. With a view to diiuinhh the 
cflfe^li of fo mortifying ah accident^ by w hi'tfh 

lier 
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'Iber features were entirely disfigured, a lo¬ 
tion ^8S prefcribed, that produced indeed 
the e6le6i of allaying the inflammation; but 
dellroyed the exquifite delicacy of her com¬ 
plexion, which flie never recovered to the 


end of her life. 

The inild vistues of her mind and charac¬ 
ter, added to the charms of her perfon, eflec- 
tnally fecured the efleem, while they con¬ 
ciliated DO lefs the afre6tions of her hulband. 
She Airvived him near ten years, and was a 
wltnefs of the political florms which agitated 
the.commencement of her daughters reign. 
Towards the latter part of her life, the late 
Emprefs was attacked with dropflcal fym|v> 
toms in her legs and extremities, \\hicb in¬ 
capacitated her for walking. Whenever ihc 
appeared in the drawing-room, it became 
neceflary to place napkins under her feet, 
to recQive tUo water that ran from them in 
great quantity. MariaTherefa inherits, with 
aany of her mqtheKs amiable qualities, thi- 
corporal idliDeo^, which ItieiDs to he ;Confl:i- 
tii^onal, and naturally augntants ^Ith the 
jpfogrefs of age* After giving birth tp vari- 
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ous chiltiroii of bolh fexfs, of wliora otiiy two 
uac^htersiurvivcd, tlie late tlni[>relii>roiJght 
into the woi ld u ion. His birth, which hap~ 
pened in 1718, was celebrated with tfitimtr 
riies ofnniverlal joy, as anearneilof thepiD- 
iongation of tlie Aufimn niaie line. But 
ibiife premature hopes werealmoil as foon 
e.xtinguiflicd, the young Princeheingcarried 
off ill the lame year: an event which was 
occaHoned, if we may credit Lady Wortlcy 
Alontagu, by imprudently weaning him. 
Ills deceafe opened the facctflion to bis lifter 
Alaria Therein, who, while yet in infancy; 
began to be conlidered as probably foie 
heirefs to the vaft dominions of the Ifoufe 
of Aullria. 

* 

She was born in May 1717, and might 
juftly be regarded as one pf the greatcTc 
alliances which had ever prefented itfeif 

4 

to ambition. Since Alary of. Burgundy, 
daughter of Charles tiie Bold, who brouglk 
the feventeen provinces of the I^w Coun¬ 
tries in dowry to the Emperor Alaxiiiiiliao, 

4 

none fo great had arifen in modem Europe. 
After long heGtation,'Charles theSixlh Je^ 

leaed 
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for her bnfband Francis of Lorrain, 
^Gnind Duke of Tufcany, a Prince whofe 
iimilarity of age, added to his perfonal qua* 
lities and accompliftiments, rendered him 
M'orthy of fo diftinguiflied a choice. By a 
fortunate concurrence of circumftances, he 
was not lefs acceptable to the young Arch- 
diichefs, than to her father; and the mar¬ 
riage was celebrated at Vienna.with extra¬ 
ordinary magnificence, on the firft of Fe¬ 
bruary, 1736. The ruinous war againft the 
Turks, which covered with diflionour the lafi 
years of Charleses reign, and embittered the 
oyeningof his life, followed (hortly afterwards. 
.It was at this time that Maria Thcrefit ac - 
companied the Grand Duke her hulbnnd to 

Florence, after thedeceafe of the lalt Prince 

% 

of the family of Medicis. She rclnrnod 
'from thence to Vi)enna, where ftie was pre- 
fent at the important moment of the lim- 


‘jperor*s death, on the 20th of October, 

1:740. 

'^'^iNeveri perhaps, did any Princefs afeend a 

Bader circumftances of greater peril, 
demanded more fortitude, energy, 

and 
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and perfonal refolution. Surrounded^ \irith 
enemies, deftitute of allies, and attacked by 
the mod powerful adverfaries; it was long 
doubtful whether fhe would not be buried 
under the ruins of the Houfe of Audria. 
While Frederic King of Pruffia unexpect¬ 
edly marched into Silefia, which he reduced; 
the French and Bavaiians appeared at the 
gates of Vienna. It is difficult to imagine 
a more interefting objeCt, than the repre- 
fentative and beirefs of fo many Emperors, 
contending for the vaft fucceffion devolved 
to her, and finding refources in the hrmnefs 
of her own chara^er. Even the circum- 
^lances of her fex, youth, beauty, and mif- 
fortunes, contributed toincreafe the general 
intereil taken in her fate. Driven from her 

♦ I 

capital, fhe retired into Hungary, where, 
from the loyalty of a martial and generous 
people,, ihe derived the molt folid, as well 
as effectual fupport. It was then that ihe 
made the celebrated harangue commemo¬ 
rated' by Voltaire, which operated fo power¬ 
fully on the hearts of her aodience, and 
vol. II. X which 
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which is (till remembered here with entbu- 
fiallic pleafure. 

1 have converfed with many perfons of 
the higheft quality, who were prefent on 
that occafion: I never faw any who could 
mention it without emotion rand all agree in 
aiferting* that the fcene was the moil touch¬ 
ing to be conceived. It was not the cold dif- 
olofure of political or pecuniary embarralT- 
ments, formally made by a Sovereign from 
the Throne, and followed by the demand 
of fuppUes for carrying on a war. It was 
the fupplicatlon of a young and beautiful 
woman in diftrefs, who, as her laft refuge, 
in the mid^ of foreign invafion, threw her- 
felf on the afFedlions of a natton, that had 

a 

experiencerl from her anceftors, and even 
. from hw immiediate predeceiTors, the fe- 
vereii treatment. Hungary, under Leopold 
and Joseph the Firft, prefeoted a fngbtful 
IM^bure of perpetual infurre^ons, as perpe¬ 
tually repreiTed by executions, and by the 
Qtinoil ieverity of yindi^ve defpotifm. 

KoUar, who is himfelf a Hungarian, 

'"and who then reprefented one of tbe firft 

officers 
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officers of State, has frequently related to 
me erery ctrcumftance that attended Maria 
Therefa’s harangue. His own words will 
convey the moft liVely, as well as the n^oft' 
faithful pidliire of a fceoe, than whkb anti¬ 
quity furnifhes nothing more fublime and 
feeing. In the hands of livy or of Ta^ 
tus, how beautiful would have been its efih^ 
aiid how wide its operation, increufhd by the 
lapfe of time, which mag^ni6es every objeft! 

“ While the Hungarian Diet* faidCount 
Roller, ** which had been convoked at 
Preiburg, was occupied in prepani\g 
for the defence of'tbe kingdom and of 
the young Queen, we received a mef&ge. 
“ from her Majefty, fumoionittg as to at- 
“ tend her at the CalUe. We immediately 
“ obeyed; and when We were met in the 
“ great luUl, the Queen emered* was 
“ dreflhd in deep moarmog, the yw not 
“ being quite expired (ince the deoeaie of 
“ Charles the Sixth her fotber. "A pro- 
“ found and awful filenoe of fom^ oiovwnts ^ 
“ enfued; her Majefty being in 
” i^ch fhe could not cdaceal^ and. whkh , 

X 2 iacapadtam 
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**« iQca|tacitated her from uttering a fingle 
** Wo{d. During this time her infant fon, 
** the prefent £mperor» was brought in by 
** the firft Lady of the Bedchamber, and 
** laid 0n a oafhion before her. With an 
tuBtaoti more eloquent than any oration, 
** )he took hixd in her arms, held him up to 
** the afiembly, and while fobs interrupted 
^ her voice, Oie addreiTedthe Diet in Latin, 
" ae is cuilomery; a language which die 
{peaks as well as underflands perfe^ly. 
** When ibc came to the words, * Agitur de 
Begno’Hangaria;, deperibna noftra, pro- 
libas .softrif,* et corona. Ab omnibus 
^ der^dd*"'onic^ ad uiclytoiSim ftatuum 
^ fideUtakem, Hungarorum prif- 

“ cani vietut^ confugimus*we all, as if 
At .nested py ooa ibol, draw our fabres, 


llt.i 


** eeuiJMiDQing WBaaiiBoutly, * Vitam et ian. 
“ guiittVfK, pro veftruf!' We 

4 \ ^ ' 

*{n)e kingdom ^^^aogRiy, our pSffiMi, oorofT- 
* SPrisg, aofd oar crown, ore at ftake i Abandoned by 
W'*idlUlib4jr Ssthc dd^U^, the amu, sad thsprlftne 
ofthSfaMw Baagarum States/** 

% ^OfirlivtNiSAilw* hlood for jcwr 

. “ wept. 



4 
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wept, as did the Qile^ 
were tears 

indignation. In .a fenr 
wards we withdrew, in order to ppnt^^M 
meafures. necedory forfecunng dbe Htiifl 
gariati and Auitriw d<n]ainioQkAyfllM|P 
** moment of public danger dflodiftrefii*. 
** The Emperor Francw -WM not^rafe^; 
** but he remainad in a room ^jommg^ 
** from which he could diitinfUyhaarerery 
** thing that took place. From the 
** ning to the clofe, thu celebrattid ‘^beae* 
** which has ft^dhed'/o aiucH, ihsl^er for 
“ hiftoiy^ hardly lf#e(C n}j>re 
or fifteen rninutuST?. ' 

Maria Thereilii, Jt rwA 1)a 
had prdviouily gabbed end 

iecured the allegiati}J4)!;«£ , 1 ^ Hung^mn 
nation, by ¥oltmtanly.4hh^ittWg^^^o taS© 
the coronation Um^^nd, 

which ra4fied» in terttif mofu^Timitfed, 
all their privileges. /4ll^r a conceffibn^' 
once fo wiTo and To magDaniine^ ihe Wm 
folemnly crowned Queen^ ttf; 

Prefburg, in JuneVji74l, .'I am 
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tfialb ^ho witnefled the peremony of her co- 
rot^tuQ, that ihe* was tlieD one of the moft 

wonen in Burope; her 6gure ele¬ 
gant, her fliape fine, and her demeanour 

majeftic. £veiy portrait of her 
feen,- confirms the afiiertion> 
Though Mr eyes were of a light grey» they 
were very exprei&te, and full of fweetnefs. 
An atr of delicacy, occafioned by her hav¬ 
ing recently liuu in, increafed her natural 
attra^ons. When the Hungarian Crown 
was'placed upon head, it proved to be 
fi> much toe huge, that -it was fi>and necef- 
fitly to euifaions rdpmd her forehead, in 
order to ^vent S from fidling down over 
her foce. It® wdg^t bjMoming infupport- 
after fonA Msie, when foe fiu down to 
in On)wn was taken off. 

The heat^df the and the length of 

,tho ceremony whkfc the fand palled, 

diilufed a glow ov^ her countenance that 
lented he^bedd^y; while her fine hmr 
ig doym over her fooulders in ringlets, 
^dWi^^^ttUffigure was captivating to tho 

e zndft not foiget tbofo 

little 
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little perfonal circum^ncest when we coa* 
template the enthufiarm of lojal^i with 
which {hefound means toinfpitefaer fubjede. 
It may indeed julUy be doubted whether 
Blizabeth herfelf ever awakened more at¬ 
tachment among the £nghih, at any peiiod 
of her life or reign. 

Maria Therelas per/bn now retains no 
trace of the charms which ihe oncepoflefled; 
and it is even difficult to conceive from her 
prefent afpeQ and appearance, thatffie ever 
was handfome. So total a change ought 
not however* to furprize, when it is recol« 
le£ted'that beiides her advanced time of hfe* 
and the number of children whom ffie has 
brought intojthe world, the fmall-pox com* 
pie ted the ruin of her featorea. She caught 
thatcrueldillemper fromvliitiog her dangh- 
teivin-law, the prefent £mperor sfecond wife, 


tvtelve years ago, in 1767 r and during her 
illnefs, Maria Tberefas life was in the ndMfc 


Imminent danger. Previous to that period* 
1 am affiired that ihe (till might have been 
termed handfomd, though (he was becoiOe^ 
large an^ heavy. In addition to the 
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XBiide in her fhce hj the fmall-pox, an acci¬ 
dent which happened fubiequent to her reco¬ 
very, totally altered her caft of countenance, 
and obliterated whatever remained of her 
formerfelf. Being on a journey from Vienna 
to I^-eiburg, {he was overturned from an open 
carnage. In the (he bruifed her nofe 
an 1 face fo violently, that the fwelling and 
indammatioo, occaHoned by it, threatened 
at Crft to deprive her of fight. The care 
aodilLillof her medical attendants prevented 
that difalier; but the loofe gravel upon 
which iho fell, ib disBgurcd hor features, 
that they arc no longer recognizable. 

The Bmprefs Queen is now grown cor¬ 
pulent, unwieldy, and infirm. Her fitce, 
though lacerated by the marks of the foiall- 
pox, encreafed by the of her fell, re¬ 
tains neverthelefs fuch an esprelfion of good- 
sefs and benevokooe, that when ihe fmiles, 
Stores for an infiant almoft become 
‘ pWfiag. She owes no advantages to the 
btioo of the toilet, her hair being combed 
I'fity filjE vndfr her cap, on the crown 

nnd behind^ it is cut ihort on 
f her 
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her neck. In order to conceal its bein^ 
grey, (he always wears powder, 
thing about her perfon is dark and 
ful; nor has ihe ever, iinee the death 
hulband, the late Emperor, worn anydrefii 
except the deepeil weeds. A black crape 
cap, which comes very low over her fore* 
head, fo as almoft to conceal her hair, if 
little calculated to adorn, or to iet off her 
face. On no occafion whatever has fite 
put on diamonds, or other female oma* 
inents, fince fhe became a widow. Her 
legs and feet, hke thofe of her mother, being 
grown feeble, and nlmoil debilitated* fhe 
is no longer capable of taldng any con6der> 
able exercife on foot; and fhe ufually wears 
gaiters about her legs, oo account of the 
fupport which they give her when walking. 
In the Drawing-room fhe ufes a glafs, is 
order to diftinguifh perfons at a few paces 
diilant from her. She is in fed very 
iighted: or rather perhaps, age and infirmi- 
Ues'having impmred her fenfe of feeing, 
oblige her to have recourfe to* artifidal 
affifUnce. 

Wheh 
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»>WbeD yoimg, Maria Therefa was exceed* 
£>Qd of daociag, roaikhig» and every 
pubGc diverfioo: but it is almoil onneceflkry 
to &j, that flie hat long renounced all fuch 
amuiemcnts* I have firequeotly feen her (it 
down to cards in her drawing-room, on 
public days; and at the Court bails (he 
ufiialiy remains till about eleven o’clock at 
night, feated as a fpedatrefs of the dances: 
but* ihe always redretbefore midnight; and 
io her own apartments foe never plays at 
cards, or at any other game. In commemo¬ 
ration likewde of her widowed Hate, as a 
fort of aoHerity which may mark her grief 
for tba lofi of a hufoaod whom foe tenderly 
loved. Hie has never inhabited fince his 
. daceafe, the prinopal range of aparttnents in 
^e palace at VieDDa. Thole in which foe 
conHantly lives, have a fouthern expofirioa; 
but, foe is fo little fofoeptible of cold, that 


in the nudH of winter foe ufually keeps ail 
^ke windows open during the day, and often 
•cannot bear a fire in her chamber. The 


^mperoxy on the contrary, is fo chilly* tl 
I^Ays be4a almoft froaen when he goes 


■^ifit 
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vifit fak mother; an^ he it obhged -to patoa 
a fur co«t» in order to eoahfe hiinftlf tip fup* 
port, fi>r any length of tune, tho ifiljper 
apartment; Her refidence k on the. i^rd 
floor of the Palaee; and the rooms whiekibe 
occupies, though comoKKlwus and ipacioos^ 
are nothing Ida theft ^ieoudid. 

Antiquity Adiu not futnifli any model of 
conjugal aflUftion aieTAdelitjy ipore.ferfl)^' 
than tbeoneeihiiMtHi^the EmprB&Qftoeow 
like the elder A gnp|iiftty Ihe prcfffie to her 
heart the urn that ooftMens the aihes of heft 
hulbaad; and time, which hu foAeaed, can* 
not obliteratebergti^, Fronoiy<8e4 fudden- 
ly on the 18th ofA«%aft 
vioufly confefling to a Jfnfgfki < 0 ^ ttemviog ' 
ab&Iution. .Unlefs prevailed by indifpo* 
fltion, Maria Therefa never &il8 to xepair 
on theeighteenth day of every month, 
early in Jhe morning, to tike vault of 
convent of the Capuciiwia 7ien)aa,^nilftro< 
his remains ftlPe depofited. Bren in winter, 
Ihe is there loftg faeAftn dftwflt ootwitbftandr 
ing tbetigor of the ffiftfo'n»mid her many 
inflrmities. The vault, is lighted up, wbUq 

\s<h 
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on her knees ibe poors out iupplications 
ibr the repoie of his foul. The whole 
month of Auguft (he oonlidera as a peni¬ 
tential time, dedicated to his meatory; and 
(he, generally paiTes it at the palace of 
SchOnbrun, in a'fort of gloomy and devout 
retirement, emidift moilbs, Bequiems, and 
fervices for the HoweVer deeply tine- 
turecT i^itb hunah and^operftition, 

it is iinpoinble not tbe fouroO, and 

to faonoor tbe priobipSes, which infpire fo 
oiem^iary a condu^ 

iritotioned the vault of tbe Ca- 
pucina, the late Emperor it haried, 

ft^ Is aW fiir many reafons, that 1 

Ihouid eMekvOdf ib give an accurate idea of 
that funereal nSpoGtory. Louis the Fou^ 
teenth is (aid to have abandoned the Pakce 



of "'it. Germain, among other reafims, be- 
^tde from thh windows he Bebeld the 
Abbey of St^ Denis, where he was one day to 
jnpofe afler'd^^' As if the'EnncesUf the 
lloiife of jihftna, ofa the contnuy^ wiihed 
to have conftantly l^elbre their 

hyes,' send to their imagination; the 

' A * A . . 

vault 
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vauk in which thej are intemMi* k £t:|WU4 
near the Imperial PalacOf aloaoftk d!Mir«nt|ie 
ofVienna; underthe church oft&Cijs|^ns, 
which was finiftied in 162s, by t)xe Be^iperor 
Ferdinand the Second. I tbk 

place more than once| not without feidatitins 
of a' folemn and tnelandxdy kiad^ 
vault, or rather fubtertaneai^ cbaEmbar, is c£ 
conhderable hze; thj||ii^t being adqoitteftl 
into it, though in rooft parts very imper- 
fefUy. All the Empefora, Einprefief^ imd 
tlieir male as well as fenude iOiie, for snore 
than acantary pad, are there ranged fide by 
fide. Among them I particularly lamaiMl 
the monutnents of Leopld, Jole^b the Firih 
and Charles the Sixth, whichaNtmagmficent 
Near the lak mentioned one, is buried the 
young Archduke, Maria Therefa's broiher, 
whom I hare already mentiooed, and whole 
premature death was a fubjpft of gehetal i»- 
mentatioB. 'The inicriptioa ^>oq the Wmb 
of Eleanor ^ Nraboui|fT ^vd vifh of the 
Emperor Leopold, which doatxafts not a 
Me with the paaegyiioK commonly in- 
feribcd to fovertigoa, was didated by berlelf. 

It 
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'H-w fucb m o Csnta^te, or a Mag^eo, 
OppreB^ witli a oooibioufiiers of her fins, 
fearo ehofim to be eograred upon her 
tombitOffO } and I copied it for its humility, 
as jie Ibr the religions caft of expref- 

fiou^ 

** ESeoDore, 

>*>BsBvia BecberefieS 
** morta la|^9 Janvier, 

■ ,.“1719” 

iha Made any ^etber commemoration or 
ctilogiamto be added. 

The 0 MHiument» erased to the kte £m- 
peiar riancif and Mana Tbereia, is not 
compoMiof' owble, but of a fpecies of 
bronae aasDeta); having been coDftni6ked 
by the pNjfentEmprrefii’s dire^ons, as long 
^ as the year 1 743, whep flte was not fix- 
and^eaty^^ Hereibe has deftioed her re* 
mains to h9 drpofited with thoie of W'ihuA 
haink. wheMVer* ProvhWe OoU call her 
hence; ;a period' ^ irhich Am b«a always 
ftofced&rward,^ merely widmutterror^or 
^pagiMmcc^ but with a ^gree of ooinpia* 
cen^jr.' Unli|tt the gmendity of tombs^ 

where 
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^vhefethcper^0Ils whom they €X>imn«mor&te» 
are commonly laid recumbent, their bands 
joined in prayer; here the two figures of 
the Emperor and Eroprefs are zeprefented 
in a half repofing attitude. Francis, partly 
raifed on one fide, feems regarding his wife 
with an expreffion of fondnels, while the 
Genius of immortality .crowns them with a 
wreath. Unfortunate^, this monument, 
intended by Maria Therefa only to excite 
images of the moft folemn and melancholy 
kind; by feme perverfity of human nature, 
or by feme original vice of the defign itfeif, 
awakens ideas the mod remote from diflb^' 
lution and mortality. The pofinre of the 
Emperor, which, it mud.be owned is a 
little equivocal: the tendern^ diff^yed 
in the looks of both the figures; added 
to the warm attachment which, it is well' 
known, her Majedy always felt for Francis, 
who was then young and handfome ; theft 
circumdances have given life to saai^ ludi¬ 
crous or farcadie remarlul opon dM tomb 
itfeif. Ferfens who are difpofed to fee the 
ridiculous, rather than the ferious fide of 

i s 

. evei/' 
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every obje^ have thought, not altogether 
without reafbn, ^at it bore more refcm- 
loanee to a nuptual couch where the lovers 
are crowned by Hymen, than to the gloomy 
folemnity of a Maufoleum, deftined to con¬ 
tain tho aihes of the dead. 

Hound this dogular monument, ranged 
in funeral pomp, repofe the two wives of 
Jofeph the Second, together with the vari¬ 
ous Archdukes and Duchciles, who have 
been fucceiTively carried oflTby death, during 
the courfe of tho prefent reign. At a little 
dtdaDce,inan obfeure recefs, Hands an altar 
and >a cmc^t at the feet of which Maria 
TberefailikeaDOther Penitent, isaccuHooied 
to iapbre the divine forgivenefs for the 
ofiences of her huiband and her ancedors. 
On tbeanniverfaries of her fathers and mo- 
kher« deceafe, as well as on vbt^ous others, 
ibe mrely fails to defeend into the vault, and 
there to pais a conbderable time in prayer. 
Not onabsnt with offering up her own fup*- 
pSjpatums to He^en, Hie uf^ frequently to 
her dauj^ters toaccompany her thi- 
liu^l to join wkh her in religioiis-exer- 

cifes. 
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cilok Her injudicious piety was, it is too 
much to be feared, the cauie of one of the 
tnoft tragical events which 1ms ever taken 
place among the individuals of the Imperial 
&mily: 1 mean, the deathoftheArchduchefs 
Jofepha* Her ilory, though ihort, will excite 
no lefs attention, than it awakens concern 
and compailioni 

She was the Hxth daughter of the 
prefs, born in March 1751. Nature bad 
conferred on her a perfon uncommonly 
beautiful, and its eSe6t was increafed by 
the fweetoefs of her manners, which ren¬ 
dered her uoiverfally beloveds Her elder 
* iUler, the Archducfaefs Jane, had been de* 
manded by the prefent King of Spain, 
Charles the Third, in marriage for his fon 
ferdinaod tlte Fourth, King of the two 
Sicilies. That Frincefs having been carried 
off by death, the Archductaafs Joi^ha was 
therefore deflined to fupply her ptace, as 
future Queen of Najdes* AD' the prepaia* 
tions tor her jOuniey thither were made; 
ihe was publickly betrothed on the eighth 
of Septmber 1767; and the day of bef- 
vot, tii Y dapartura 
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dep^i^Uife hr the capital of her new domi' 
nions, being 6Xed for the 6(^eenth of the 
following month* ihe wae already treated as a 
crowned head* But* Providence had decreed 
that the marriage (hould never be accom* 
plifbed* ajod that (be ibould follow her filler 
to the grave. 

During the interval between her erpoulkls 
and the rime named for her quitting Vienna, 
her mother* anxious that the Princefs Hiould 
perform her devodons for the laft time 
anioiig tbe tombs of her relations, before 
hie left Auhoa to go to Ttaily, iniifled on 
her vidring the vault in the convent of the 
Capucina. The young Queen exprefled 
great repugnance to the melancholy cere¬ 
mony; but* tbe £mpre& perfificdin oblig¬ 
ing her to fubmitto it. In vain the Princefti 
implored to i>e excufed* alledgiog a terror 
and a dtondl^httb ilic eould not furmount: 

Tbemih* inflesiblff rejeded all her 
iiUreaties.. 1^.1* generally aflerted that ihe 
bail^toto toiKsywheD ihe entered the coach 
tfa^t .wqs her to the convent; end 

w}d)o.ia the vault, engaged at prayer*.. 

ihe 
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• ♦ * « ** ♦ 
flie was feiaed wttE s fliiVeiingl WBetber 

there be any* exaggerati 6 nf in thefh 

fiances or not, it is certain tli^t iheiioketied 

almoft immedintely on her retumr bonne to 

the palace. The fmaU-pox; made its ap^' 

pearance foon afterwards; a diforder which 

has been pecaliarly £i.tal to' the* itnftrian 

family; and notwitbftandihg every medical^ 

nQillance, Hie expired on^ tfte fifteenth of 

October 1767» the pmeife day deftine'd for 

lier departure to Naplies* ' ^ < 

Many comitients, at well as r^fteftibns, 

were made onfo melancholy a cataftrophc; 

and the Emprefk ^as unh^Hally cenfared' 

for having compelled the reluctant PricTcelk 

to vilit a vault filled'with dekd bodies. But^ 

another circumftanca idCfaafed the' appfe- 

henfion, while it flrhugtbltoed thC t^Uef, 

that her death might t>C tOC juftlya^tribb&d' 

tothatvifit. ItwasrecoHa£bd‘th(it^o4iteiy' 

four montbs had elapfed, and 

the hottdft of'the whole* y6ai‘, the* 

Emprefa Marik Jofhpha^ feOond wife of the’ 

prcTent Ediperor/ bad Inebn buried hi the' 

finne vault. The fiiA' iras well known', thfrK 

T9 thd 
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th« .finall^poz of vbich the Emprefs died, 
of a nature fo extremely malignant, as 
to render it totally impoflible to embalm her 
body. Many perfons did not befitate to 
declare, that notwitbftanding all the precau¬ 
tions taken, the fmell of hercorpfe was per¬ 
ceptible, and even capable of communicut- 
ing infe^on. In every cafe, the imprudence 
of the Emprefs Queen's conduA was incon> 
trovertihle. The Archduchcfs^s death filled 
the palace with conftemaUon; and the amia¬ 
ble qualities by which fhe was diftinguifhcd, 
added to the general afBiflion. Her brother 
the prefent Emperor, who loved her with 
predile6iioii, attended her during the whole 
progrefs of ber diforder, and never quitted 
her till ih6 breathed ber lafl in his arms. 

Ibe fleoeafe of two Arcbduchefles who 

were deitined in turn to be Queens of Na- 

> 

pies, togetber wbh the iutgular and dif- 
ailfoqs dreumfhiocqs attending the lail, al¬ 
most indj^eed Maria/Hierefato think ofde- 
cltning ^ inauffnetous an aHiance. It mufl 
be cOjofefled that ^‘en ia a lefa fupeHHtious 
Cottf^ fucii events might be ngarded as 

ominous 
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ominous or iinifter. After (biOe ifrerolutioo, 
it was nevertlielefs deterauned to liame the ‘ 
next of the Archduchefles in order of birth* 
Marla Caroline, to fupply the vacant place. 
]3ut, the young Priiiceft, little more than 
hfleen years of age, terri 6 ed at the recent 
death of her two lifters, exprefled the 
grcatcft repugnance to efpoufe a Prince, 
whofe alliance Teemed to be fatal to the 
Auftrian fomily. The Bmprefs her mo* 
ther’s fimineftifuftained by Prince Kaunita’a 
rcafons and exhortations, iurmounted, how¬ 
ever, her oppoiition. In March 1768, fba 
was fent to Naples; the matrimonial 
pledge given to the Houie of Bourbon, on 
the part of Auftria. Her ftfter MaiiaAmelia, 
who efpoufed the Duke of Parma in 1 769 
M as the facoiid. The third and laft was tha 
Archduchefs Maria Antonietta, married to 
the prefent King of France in 1770. Three 
(laughters, fucceftively conferred on three, 
princes of the family of Bourbon, may well 
be conlidered as a powerful cement between 
the two Crowns and. countries. It was in a 
peculiar manner the work of the prefent 

T 3 prime 
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prime minilW, prince K^unite; and it is the 
ificurare l(rom which he claims the greateft 
political merit*. 

1 return from this digreiHon, to give a 
detail of the Emprefs Queen’s life, the dif* 
podtion of her time, and her ordinary occu¬ 
pations. Fleafures, in the common accept¬ 
ation of the term, Aie can fcarcely be faid 
to allow herfclf any. She rifes generally at 
*a very early hour; during fummer at five, 
and even in January, at Ax in the morning, 
^fter her privtitc devotion, Aie hears a znafs, 
and proceeds immediately to difpatch buA- 
nefs. Her conAant breakAift is milk-coffee. 
At noon (he hears a fecond mafs, and then 
her dinner js ferved, which by no means 
confide of many dilhes. Farfimonious of 
her time, Aie ufually dines alone, and in¬ 
tently rffMmes the coniideration of public 
affairs. During the fummer, when (he is 
inoftly at the palace of Schonbrun in the vi- 
Cmity of Vienna; if ibeMeaiher permit, fhe 
fi^aendy paAe? fcveral hours in a covered 
walh Jtt^e gardens, to which (he can repair 
ffqm ief Qwg apartments. The walk is op 

a level 
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a level with her chamber, id order to ficiiio 
tute her pa0age to it. A centiael, ^tioned 
at the entrance, prevents all interruption; 
and the Emprefs has a little box, which is 
buckled round her «aift, full of papers, let¬ 
ters, and memorials. She perufes them ally 
remains four or 6 ve hours at a time in this 
employment, marks fuch as appear to de- 
ferve attention, and enters into the minutell 
detail upon every point. So wholly is Ihe 
occupied with concerns of (late, that it 
frequently happens, the Arcbducheiles her 
daughters, though they reiide in the fame, 
palace, cannot procure amoment^s accefsto 
her, from the hour of her getting up till 
evening. At fix o’clock the Emprefs fiiiifhes 
her application to bufinefs, and hears Bene¬ 
diction : a ceremony of devotion at whicdi 
Ihe expects her daughters to be prefent. If 
they abfent themfeives, fhe does not fail to 
exprefs her difapprobation She even fends 
to enquire if they are indifpofed: and fome- 
times reprimands them with maternal %utho-! 
rity, when fhe meets them next day: hut» 
fince the deatli of the Archdudbefb, Jofeph«^» 

&• 
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ihe ito longer permits them to accompany 
her in her viHts to the vault of the imperial 
family. Between eight and half paft, (he 
commonly retires to bed. This is the exa^ 
relation of an ordinary day, as it is paiTed 
by Maria Therefa. 

For the purpofe of her commodioufly hear¬ 
ing mafs, as (he cannot walk to any diftance, 
or move upand down (lairs without difBculty* 
on account of the debility of her leg^, the 
floor of her bed-chamber opens. A chapel 
is prepared below, on the fccond (lory, and 
(he remyains in her own room on the third, 
while mafs Is performed beneath. 1 have 
been affured by ladies of the Court, who- 
from their rank and functions could not 
mtdakc, or be liable to fpeak ignorantly, 
that (he U generally occupied more than 
$ve hours every day, in a^s of religion, and 
iHi prayer. Incredible as fuch a fa^ may 
appear, it U indifputably true; and her 
fi^rdition > naturally (Irengthens with the 
! progralk of age. In March lad year, I well 
Kmeniber tmr being for three hours, from 
thfce ^ adamoon, on her 

knees, 
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knees, in the ciithedral of Vienna; implor¬ 
ing the divine interpohtion to turn afide the 
war, witii whici ihe was menaced on ac¬ 
count of the Bararian Aicceffion. TlieArch- 
duchefs Elizabeth afTured a lady not long* 
ilnce, that when {he accompanied hef 
** mother to chapd, ihe frequently remained 

there for fuch alength of time, asfcarcely 
“ to know at lail what (he pronounced or 
“ repeated.” During Lent, the Emprels 
pra6lifes all the rigor of Catholic morti¬ 
fication and abflinence. No Carmelite can 
be more ilri6t in the arUele of fading, as 
well as in refraining from prohibited diihes; 
and the Archducheffes are compelled to ob- 
ferve the fame Tcnsnciations. Even at tbe 
Emperor’s tabic, 1 am aflured that meat is 
rarely fei ve.l. In the holy week, the Em- 
prefs hears feveral mafles every morning, 
and pailes half the day in eiercifes of de¬ 
votion. It is to be regretted that her piety 
ihould thus degenerate into fuperitiUon, and 
that the enlightened or benevolent Sovereign. 
(honld be almod funk in the Devotee. 

Notwithdanding the time which (he thus 

faciidcei 
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£icri£oe 9 at the altar, it muil not however 
^ ii&BgiDcd, tliatihcis imrtentivo to public 
alluirs. Oo the contrary, its 1 have already 
^tod, ihc dedicates to them a great portion 
of every day She regulaily gives audience 
atftated hours; and oo the Tuefduy of every 

t 

veek, (he receives all her own ujiniilcrs in 
'the various departments. Prince Kaunilz 
alone k admitted to her prefence on the 
fhorteitnoUce, on all days, and at every hour. 
Jn^zKopliunccuith the auticotlltiquette of 
the Imperial Court, ellahRnied for centuries, 
ail foreigners are prefent^d to lier Majeity 
quite alone, in her own apartments. AVith 
•a view to obtain inform! tioo, (lie fets apart 
purticulur hoars, whci the loweii ..and 
jneaneft of her fuhjc(^s arc nutonly admitted 
•to fee brr, but are pernutted to fpeak to her 
.confidentially and free 3 *. She frequently 
< 7 onvcrrca with them, and when they have 
'uny thujg to communic.'ite to her of aiiature 


^cuiiarly private, Ike even allows them to 
/wlnlpet in her car. A^ery fecret and cu- 

reach her, as may cuiily be fupr- 
^ofe^jjlipough thefe chajoneK llfii Rcomeni 
: 9 and 
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and female attendants have liVewife ' ao- 
dienceS) when the £mpre& hears their 
reports of ail that palTes in Vienna. 

’ fortunately, (he is too much inclined to 
hdeii to fuch narratives, and to credit 
ftorics, often partial, miftaken, or malig¬ 
nant. It is one of her prevailing weak- 
nelTes to lend a too ready and credulous 
ear to the anecdotes thus brought her. 

After reading the particulars here com¬ 
memorated, it cannot excite furprile to 6nd 
that Maria Therefa noaiiihes many narrotr 
and illiberal prejudices, unworthy of» great 
Sovereign. Neither exempt iiromf nor fu* 
perior to the uncharitable notions, which 
bigotry neceflarily itifpires, (he firmly be¬ 
lieves every heretic to be excluded from the 
divine mercy; but, of all heretics, (he con- 
('eives the Englilh to be the xnoft impeni¬ 
tent, hardened, and irreclaimable* I know 
that (he enjoined her younged fon, the 
Archduke Maximilian, when (he permitted 
him to viiit France and the Low Coantries* 
pn no confideration whatever to pafs over 
Into England. Pier apprehenfion of .hie 

being 
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•Ifeijg corrapted by the contagious fociety 
of London, and of his loiing all his religioos 
pfinnples or tmprelTions, was the motive ot 
this prohibition. She exulted a fimilar pro- 
mife fi'om the Lmperor hlmfelf, when he 
went to Paris two years ago. “ The Kng- 
“ h(h," laid flie to him, “ are almoft all D^- 
“ i(ls,Infidel8, and Free-thinkers. Itrem- 
ble, lell an intercourfe with fuch a nation 
** thould contaminate your manners, and 
** Arake your belief in every thing facred 
•* among Catholics." 

Maria Therelhy it is believed, entertains 
on the contrary, a degree of partiality for 
the French nation. The political alliance, 
contrd6ked between her and Louis the Fif¬ 
teenth in 1756 ; joined to the marriage of 
her three daughters, particularly that of 
tlie youngefl with the prefent King of 
France; have obliterated the fentiments of 


enmity in which (he was educated, towards 
‘the French. It mud likewife he remem* 


ber^, that her hufl^and the late Binperor 
J'rahcisj was the Ton of a French Princ^fs, 
tfcat he hlmfelf warmly attached to 

that 


4* * 
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that country. If the Emprefi herfelf has 

however imbibed or adopted thefe predi- 

_ • 

le6lion5, neither her Courtiers por her Tub-, 
je6U at large participate in them, Tba 
inferior clafTes of people retain all their ai^ 
tient deteflation for the French. It feema 
to be infurmountable, and manifefis 
on a tboufand occaiaons. 

Her Imperial Majefly commonly pfdles 
the whole fummer, and great part of tlie au¬ 
tumn, at the palace of Scbonbruo. She quits 
Vienna about the beginuing of May, and 
returns to it again before the clofe of Pc* 
tober. In periods of public tranquillity, 
when her mind is unrulhed and cheerful, (bn 
is accui^omed to viiit the palace of 
bourg, which is about four leagues ddlaot, 
and to pafs a month there: but during the 
lafl fummer, while her two Tons, the Em¬ 
peror, and the Archduke Maximilian, were 
abfent in Bohemia, and her armies were 
contending in the field, (be remained alto¬ 
gether at Sebonbrun, in gloomy deje£Uon«; 
The paUce itfclf is fituated fcarcely morej 
than half a m ile beyond the fuburbs, to thii 

foutit { 
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ibutb ; JofephtheFirfl, began to build 
Hsere» having only iatended it for a* little 
bunting-feat. His fucceiTor, Charles the 
iSlixtb, conftrudted a larger edifice, uhicb 
‘Waa &rtlier augmented and embellHhed by 
tb^ late Flnaperor Francis, who pafbonately 
Uced the place, and expended coniiderable 
fums in beautifying or adorning Sebonbrun. 
The Fmprefs is not lefs attached to it; and 
aS'bet hafbaod was, while living, inexpref- 
fihly dear to her, his partiality is prohaltly 
not the lead of her motives for preferring it 
. ns tt refidence.' 

• The word Sebonbrun fignifies “ Belle 

• Source,” aiwi 'derives its name from a 
ipiing Aear the palace, in tlie gardens, the 
water of which is accounted admirable. Tlie 
lilmpreft never drinks of any other; and 
every day during tlie whole winter, while 

.fhe is in town, a mule comesfrom Sebonbran, 
loaded wilhMvater for her table. No poh- 
,tioo can be more deditute of natural adven-^ 
|hlws< a 4iill rihng befot«, ‘ and another be^ 
IjM# from each of which is beheld a charm- 
Iw ;^v4lile on the contrary, fcarcely 

any 
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at)j obje6ts are to be ieen from the (laSace, 
which {lands m a valley. The gardens oc¬ 
cupy a vail fpace, ornamented with water¬ 
works, obelliks, a Menagerie, andeveiyem- 
belliihment of art: but they are dump, the 
cellars of the palace lying below the l^d of 
the little river AVien, which runs in front. The 
edifice is large, the apartments fplendid, and 
maintained at a great expence; ManaTfae- 
refa laving out every year, many thoufiind 
florins in repairs or additions. Hut, as the 
prefent Lmperor her fon, makes no fecrct 
of his dillike to the filuation, which is be- 
fidos ton near the capital; it is not impro¬ 
bable that after her death Schonbrun will be 
abandoned, and perhaps maybe converted 
by Jofeph the Second into barracks for the 
foldiery. 

The fecundity of Marla Therefa would 
not have been pafied over in fiience by 
Tacitus, in the delineation of her. ebara^r 
and qualities. Thofe who have beheld the 
late Emperor, his wife, and thirleeo chiJrl 
dren of both fexes, feated atwtabldaa |K|i>he. 
occafioDs, adore ' me tbat'it was ons.of.thr 

moft 



MEMOIRS or TRt 


33 * 

rood intcredingand pleafing fpeftacles ever 
contemplated. Several of the Archduch¬ 
ies were highly favoured by nature. But, 
like the wifeofGermanicus, Maria Therefa, 
** iofelicl fecunditate fortuna: totiens ob-* 
noxia,” has vitnefled the funerals of 

r ^4 

many of her children. 1 have already com- 
inerooratcd more than one inltance. Of her 
nmnerous daughters, only two who are un* 
married now remain alive. The firll Mary 
Anne, elded of all the Kmprefs's iHUe, male 
orfenialc, was born in 17138, two years before 
the deceafe of Charles the Sixth. In her 
perfon Ibe is below the middle iize, and a 
deformity in her configuration renders her 
lame; but I am told by pcrfbns who know 
her intimately, that lier mind is much cul¬ 
tivated and enlarged by an acquaintance 
with polite letters. I’liougb (he enjoys the 
revenues of an Abbey at Prague, of which 
die is the titular Abbefs; that ecclefiadical 
dignity neither compels her to refidence, 
^lior fabje&s her to any renunciations. Hav^ 
ing palled her fortieth year, (he no longer 
nUes in the ainu&ments of the Court or. 

capita^ 
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capital, except on thofe particular occafions, 
^hen the Empreis herfelf being prefent, £ha 

m 

accompanies her mother to the Drawing¬ 
room. 

The Archduchefs Elizabeth is not, yet 
fix-and-thirty. Previous to her having 
caught the fmail-pox, it is univerfally af- 
ferted that her features were charmiDg, and 
her face beautiful; but if they were fo, not 
a trace of that beauty now remains. The 
two fifters have each a fort of eftablifhment) 
conlifting of a ** Grand Maitre,” and a 
“ Grande MaitrefTe.” In other refpe^, 
they lead a gloomy, tedious life; though 
the Archduchefs Elizabeth has not yet re* 
nounced public diverCons nor withdrawn 
herfelf from the amufements of the Carnival. 
Immured in the Imperial Palace, almoftdef* 
titute of fociety, obliged to attend their 
ther wherever flje moves, and compelled to 
aflift at ceremonies or txercifes of devotion^ 
as if they were nuns, rather than PrinceOesj 
fcarccly are they known to exift by any of 
the foreiga nations of Europe, and never 
were any periloDS lefs obje6U of envy. 

VOL. IT. Z *1110 
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r The A rchd uchefs Chriftina, more favoured 
l>j nature, as well as by fortune, has at 
found means to emancipate herfelf from 
the confinement and Aibjeflion of her two 
fiflers. She is unqueflionably a very lupe- 
rior woman, and merits that 1 fhould enter 
with fome minutencfs into her character, 

t 

scTid the hidory of her life. Having com¬ 
pleted her thirty-fixth year, flie has now 
^ded the meridian of her beauty; but her 
perfon, in fpite of a delicate confutation and 
Veiy impaired health, flill pofreffes many 
charoi^. Her figure is of the middle dze, 
well-foriiied, and finely proportioned; her 
eyes are full of vivacity, her features noble, 
as well as regular. Though naturally of a 
pale conlplexion, (he wears no rouge; a re- 
nunciatiod fhbmitted to, as may be pre¬ 
fumed, iiiore from deference to the £m- 
j)refs’s pleafure, than from her own choice. 
Over all her limbs and motions is didured 
an air of grandeur, which Teems to announce 
high birth. Naturally didant and haughty^ 
IhO can neveithelefs, when fuch is her plea* 
furei temper her demeanor with the mod 

9 gracious 
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gracious and winning con,defceniion. l% \$ 
difficult to imagine a Prince^ more ^rjpaed 
to repreftjnt the Majefty of the Throne. Nor 
is it only her perfon to which nature ha^ 
been liberal; (he poiTeiTea talents capable 
of producing very iniportant public confe- 
<]uences, beneficial or injorlous. Ambiti¬ 
ous, enterprizingy and no way deficient in 
political courage^ (he is not formed for the 
feclufion of private life, or for the unifornt 
monotony of her mother’s palace. Wher¬ 
ever (lie appears, in Hungary, and in Italy, 
no lefs than in Aviftria, her exertioas leave 
liehind them the truces of her afitive mind. 
Verfed neverthelefs in many of the fofter 
nccomplilhments of her fex, (he dedicates 
her leifure to the occupations of the pencil; 
and (he particularly excels in painting, as 
various apartments in the cadle of Prelhurg 
fufficiently teftify; where I have feen por¬ 
traits of her performance, executed in a 
mafterly manner. 

With fuch perfonal and intellectual en¬ 
dowments, it cannot, or it ought not to 
cite furprife, that (lie has always beeo ihe 

z u ferorite 



MEMdiltS OF THE 


340 

&rorite daughter of Maria Therefu ; and 
that ihe pofTelTes no inconfiderable afcen* 
dancy over her mother’s political, as well as 
private conduft. Perhaps, that very influ¬ 
ence may likewife explain the canfe of the 
Emperor her brother’s little attachment, 
not to fay alienation, towards her. It is 
well known that he conftders her as a pow¬ 
erful rival, capable of fruftrating his views; 
and of impeding, if not totally overturning, 
his bed mature<l plans of ambition or policy, 
by awakening the Emprefs’s ferupits, and 
touching her maternal feelings. At every 
period of herlife, the Archduclicls ChrilUna 
has a^iled a principal part in the diflentious, 
cabals, and private hiftory of the Impcjial 
Family. The intimate lVi<;nd and confident 
of Jofeph’s firft wifl-, the Intanta Ifubella of 
Parma, flie proved hejTelfnot lels the enemy 
of his fecond, the nnfortU!\:i!.e ]3u\aiian. 
That Princefs, it is alierled, c.\pevienc( <1 
feme mortifying efl^jcls ofllic .\rclidueiicls’s 
unkind oflices, during the ihort and melan¬ 
choly period of her inalrimonial union with 
th% iiyefunt Enifieror. 

11 


Francis, 
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Francis, her father, had intentions of giv¬ 
ing her in marriage to his nephew, the Duke 
ofCliablais,half“bfolhertothe reigning King 
of Sardinia; a Prince whofe age, birth, and 
aniuity to the late Emperor, rendered him 
a natural obje6t of Francis's fele6tion. But, 
tlic young Archduchefs had already difpofed 
of iior afre6tion$ in another quarter, to a 
more fortunate fuitor. Prince Albert of 

4 

Saxony, Iburlh Ton of Auguftus the Third, 
King of Poland, entered young into the 
AiirLi iau fervice: his perfon, if it could not 
he denominated handfome, was at lead tall, 
manly, and well-made; his manners en¬ 
gaging, and his chara6ier every way unex¬ 
ceptionable. By his mother, the late 
Queon of Poland, who was daughter of 
.lofeph ihc Firll, he defeended from the 
Aurtrian line, and ilood in a near degree 
of confinguiuity to Maria Therefa herfelf, 
1 lis elevated rank, which g;ive him frequent 
qccefs to the Archduchefles, facilitated the 
means of rendering hinifelf peculiarly ac¬ 
ceptable to the object of his choice. But, 
on the other hand, a younger brother of 

2 3 the 
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the Saxon family, whofe only fortune, indeo 
pendent of his military appointments, was 
a moderate provlfion arifing out of the 
£le6lorai revenues during life; however 
high his defcent, or eflimable his qualities, 
*c6uld not be confidered as an equal, and 
‘fill! lefs as an advantageous match, for a 
daughter of the firft crowned head in Eu- 
'Tope. It is indeed generally fiippofed that 
the late Emperor would not have confented 
tofuch an alliance; and that if he had lived, 

4 

the obftacles to her marriage with Prince 
Albert never could have been furmounted. 

In the funimcr of tlie year 1765 , when tlie 
Court of Vienna went into the Tyrol, the 
Archduchefs Chriftina accompanied her fa¬ 
ther and mother. Francis was there met by 
the Duke of Chablais, and the propofitions 
of his marriase were refumed, notwithftand- 
ing the repugnance for it manifcfled by 
the Prmcefs» But, tlie emperors fudden 
death at Infpruck, in the month of Auguft, 
|)Ut an end to the negotiation; and fo power¬ 
ful were the Archdachefs's fuppiications 
with Maria'rherefa, tliat (he foon afterwards 

confented 
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confonted to give her daughter s bond to 
Prince Albert. They were married withio 
eight months of Francis's deceafe, in April 
17(>G, when (he bad nearly completed her 
twenty-fourth, as he had his twenty-eighth 
year. A daughter whom ihe brought 
him, lived only a very ihort time; and it 
is laid that ilie fullered fo much during her 
lying-in, ns to be rendered incapable of 
bearing more children, llieir union has 
been however, in ail other refpeGis, a happy 
one ; and Prince Albert is fcar^ely lefs 
beloved by the Eniprefs, than are her own 
fons. 

Previous to the accomplifliment of their 
nuptials, Maria 'Therefa refigned to her 
daughter and fon-in-law, Uie Duchy of 
Tefchen; a finall and mountainous portion 
of Auftrian Sileha, the revenues of which 
they enjoy during their joint lives. If 
they have no ifluc, it will again revert, at 
their deceafe, to the Crown. Still further 
to enable them to fupport their dignity* 

the Duke of Saxe-Tefehen, (for fo be is 
denominated,) has been created Captain* 
general and Governor of Hungary. In 

3 4 that 
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tiiat quality, he and tlie Archduchefs oc? 
copy ihe caftle of Prelhurg, where, during 
a part of the 3 *ear, they relidu and hold 
their Court. ]iut, as Ataria 'riiereia’.s at-r 
tachment to them is too Itrong, not to rcn« 
der her dclirous of enjovjns; tin ir fociety, 
they havcaparlmentsin du* Imneriul Palace, 
which theyMnhabil at pleafurc. A fenfe 
ofintcrci't, not lefs than tho feelings of affcr.- 
tiofi, ma}’ be l’u|)|jort‘<l to influence them in 
the frequontviliu winch they make to Vienna. 
The Kmprefs is iiaturutiv bounteous; and it 
is believed that her favorite daughter has 
not been wanting to improve to her owu 
advantage, the monionls of maternal ten- 
defnefs. 

But, it is not at Vienna alone, that the 
Archduchels’s talents have found a theatre 
worthy of their exertion. iVfter eman¬ 
cipating herfelf from donieiiic rcflraint, (lie 
und<»rtook to liherate iier fifier the Queen 
of Naples, from political fetters. During a 
viGt which the ArclKluoheis Chriflina made, 
fa|fee years Grice, to the King and Queen 
Two Sicilies, Ihe efl’c^led a complete 
l^hange in the adininifiration of that coun- 

try. 
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uy. The prefeiit King of Spain^ at his 
(departure for Madrid, in 1759* when he 
acceded to that moiuircliy on the death of 
Terdinaiid die Sixth, left his foh a minor, 
as is well known, under tlic tuition of the 
Marquis Tanucci; who, at the bead of a 
council of regency, governed Naples during 
many years, 'i’hings remained in the fame 
iltuatioij, after the marriage of the young 
King, and Iiis attainment to majority: 
no perlbn being found who would ven¬ 
ture to overturn the lyliem adopted, or to 
remove the ininifters placed by Charles the 
'Fhird. But, the arrival of the Archduchefs 
Chrillinaal Najiles, was tiie tennofTanucefs 
elevation, i^ncoiiraged by her exhortations, 
and directed by her counfels, the Queen 

s 

lier filler intluced the King to difplace the 

anew^ 

and under the name of Sambuca, to alTume 
himfelf the etljcieiit power. 

The Emperor her brother has experienced 
no lefs fenfjhly the eileRs of the Arch- 
duchefs’s interpofition, during the progrefs 
Qf llie lall campaign, in a manner which 
mull hav^ occalioncd him the deepeft morr 

tification» 


rirltmiiiiller, to model the government 
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ttfication. No perfon liere doubts, that the 
refolution taken by the Cabinet of Vienna, 
not to render Saxony the feat of war, as in 
found policy the Aiiilrians ought to have 
done; was principally, if not wholly, due to 
her tears and entreaties, which the Kmprefs 
could not behold unmoved. Perhaps 
Jofeph may at fome future day refent and 
punilh an interference, fo incompatible with 
his obje6ts of ambition. 1 know however, 
from incontcftablc authority, that Maria 
Therelh has already not only proiniled, but, 
has fettled beyond a polTibility of its being 
overturned by her furceflbr, a future pro- 
vifion the moft enviable for her daughter. 
Whether Prince Charles of Lorraiii Hiall 
ibrviv^ the Pmprefs or not, the Archduchefs 
Chfidinaand her huftpand will be, on his de- 
ceafe, conftituted Governors of the Auflrian 
LoavC ountries for life, it has been the con- 
ftant object of their attention; and notwith- 
itancling the Kmperor’s reluctance, who is 
^uppofed to have intended that important 
charge tor his brother Maximilian, he has 
ijcen obliged to acquiefee in, and even to 
ratify his mothe/s determination. What¬ 
ever 
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ever political changes may take place after 
the acccffion of Jofepli the Second; while 
his mother furvives, the Archduchefs Chris¬ 
tina will probably continue to a6l no unim¬ 
portant j)art in the fecret councils of the 
Imperial Cabinet. 

Tlie character of Maria Thcrefa appears 
to have partaken largely of the mutability 
connected with every thing human; and 
notiuijgcan be more diihmilar than the fame 
woman in 1741, and in 1779. Many of 
the leading features of her mind have under¬ 
gone fince that period, as complete a trans¬ 
formation as thofe of her perfon. Narrow 
prejudices and fuperftitious obfervances, ob- 
feure in fomc meafure the eminent qualities 
with which fhe was endowed by nature; 
<juaUties which juftly acquired her in the be¬ 
ginning of her reign, the admiration of all 
Europe. Perhaps however, wc ought to 
pity, and almoft to conceal defeSs, half apo¬ 
logized for by her fex and age, nurfed by 
the bigotry of the people over whom Ihe reigns, 
and become Iicreditary in the Houfe of Au- 
llria. She retains, and I doubt not will ever 
continue to poflefc, many of the virtues and 

qualificatioQs» 



MEMOIRS OF THE 


343 

qualifications, whicbjuftly enlitle her to rank 
among the heft Princes who have fwayed 
the fceptre in modern times. As a woman, 
in every relation of private life. Die has nqt 
only been blamelefs, hyt merilorious. Her 
honor never AitTcred the flightcft attaint, 
and ibe was invariably, as well as lenderl}', 
attached to the late Hmperor IVancis. Aji 
afle^lionale mother, a generous miftrefs, 
and a faithful friend, her heart has not been 
hardened or corrupted by the poflellion of 
power. It ftill remains ncceffible to every 
gentle and benevolenl imprelfion. 

As little has age dried uj) or vlofed ti\'j 
channels of her liberality. She diii»brs to 
give, to relieve (hrirel’s, and to extend afiifl- 
anceto merit. At ihi-* very time, I knowthat 
the penilons and donalions made from her 
privy purfe, do not fall fliort of eighty thou- 
land pounds fterling a-ycar. 'I’ho indigent 
nnd iheunfortunateof every defcnptlon, find 
^in her bounty a certain relbnrce. I’liofe wbp 
judge feverely, ineline to condemn her ior 
1^0 great a propenfity to munificence, and 
denominate it facility or profufion. it 
^cquir^s ber the afie6iioD of her fubjeCts, U 

however 
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however unqueflionable. The foldiery ido¬ 
lize her, and would, 1 am perfuaded, mani- 
fell the warmed enthufiafm in her defence. 
As Ihe pafles in her carriage, when at Schon- 
brun, flie frequently tlirows handfuls of 
ducats to the jiuard. 'fhat flie knows how 
to didinguifli, and how 1o patronize genius 
or talents in every brancli, the names of Van 
Swieten, Mctadafio, Laudohn, Gluck, and 
many other eminent perlbns who have rifen 
under iier protection, will hed evince. Xo 
princefs was ever njorc open and gracious in 
her manners, more cafy of accefs, or more 
difpofed to redrels the complaints of her 
people, lliey feel, but they pity and draw 
a veil over the weukncltes of her charafler. 
}Ier long reign has neither been marked by 
oppreflion, difgraccd by cruelty, norftained 
by blood. I'be Hungarians, who under 
Leopold, Jofepli the Fird, and even under 
Charles the Sixth, were perpetually in arms 
againft the Andrian Government, are be¬ 
come, under Maria Therelli, the fureft fup- 
porters of the throne. 

Her talents are confefl'edly good, and 
much above mediocrity. It is not faying. 

enough, 
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enough, merely" to aflert that llie poile^es 
more capacity than her father or her grand** 
father, both oi' whom were Princes of very 
moderate endowments. Her judgment is 
found, and Ihe is neitlier blindly led by her 
fon, nor by her minificrs ; though the has 
fuffered herlelf on various occafions to be 
over-ruled by whom, in coi traiUclion to her 
own widics and opinion. 'Ine preiei : war 
may he cited us a proof of her relu6tuiit de¬ 
ference to iheirailvice: ii, indeed, it niny not 

rather he eiiiireiv and it.hlv iticrliied to 

% # 

the Emperor s ambition, dellrc to diliinguiih 
liimlelf, and with to avail hiinfelfof ^’0 lavor- 
hlc an occ-i'.ion to anirnieiit his ilominions. 
Prince Kauni*’:', ihii gli lu li.is b(.'‘n m-ar 
five-and-tweiity y. nrs al 'he head ji’aft'airs, 
and ihoujili he deler\»./l- en i./s jU jMariii 
Therefu’s contidenc-'; hr > ni-ans 'O'Trii.'' 

% N 

her, as Pi iiu'eMenzikofi'govcnu’.'* O-tharine 
thePiril of ilufiia,ora.si3iit u,J>uKeof C'our- 
hmd, tvranniiied over the Jhiiprc's .Vnne, 
i-JShe demands, it is true, his opinion upon 
eve-'y point, and generally adopts it, or con- 
tbrm$ to it; but Ihc determines for herftlf, 
and her orders in conrequence. 


The 
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The Emperor himfelf, her fon, thougU 
poiTeifing her warnieft offe^iion, aHociated 
to a participation in the Royal Authority, 
and declared Co-regent of Hungary, Bohe¬ 
mia, and all the Audrian dominions, yet 
remains dependent on his mother. .She 
preferves 'lie fupreme direction, and is re¬ 
garded as the efficient Sovereign. Even 
i’ ihe n/.litary department, which ihe has 
i’ <bmc nieafiirc refigncd to him, it may be. 
quellioned wlietiier he can make any eflen- 
tial changes or regulations, without her con- 
fent and approbation. Confeious of pofleflT- 
ing ability to govern, it is believed that flie 
will Mcver commit the felicity and protec¬ 
tion of ’ T jicople, lo oth.r bands than her 
own. If ill tlic evening i^f her reign, Ihe is 
bt I rt..la>ed to a womanilh fuperftition, 
tiiii we:ii-iR‘fs is obliterated by her magna¬ 
nimity ' I mind, by the wifdom of her ad- 
rurniitraLon, by the profperity that has 
attended her government, and by tlie bene- 
fic nee of her character, which has rendered 
her no lefs dear to her fubjedls, than re* 
fpe^ed by foreign nations. 
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lETTEU XXXT. 

Chara^er and. anecdotes of the H-fperor Francis. 
—Princefs of Aaerfcrg.—Her be mty, and ac- 
compUfmenls^—Rcr death.—Particulars of tht 
Emperor's death* 


ViEHRA, February 19, I779 

I T is not a little curious to relleft that the 
Houle of Aulh'ia, the German branch oi 
which, during three centuries, from Frederic 
the Third toCluirles the Sixth, uninterrupt¬ 
edly filled the Imperial 'J'hronc, is now funk 
in the family of Lorrain. But, asifthe'great 
qualities and virtues of Maria 'I’lierefa fup- 
plied the defeat in her f'x, Eurojx* lilll ac¬ 
knowledges in her jicrfon and delccndants, 
the Auftrian line. The laic lhnj>eror luncis 
^.was grandfou to the c*'jehratcd Ciiarlrs the 
^jj^th, Duke of Lorrain, who In rd an exile 
his dominions, and who, when dyin<;, 
left flothing to his children except liis Avord, 
^old, his Ion, reftored to his patrimonial 


eOURT Of lERlINjETC. 35 ^ 

inheritance of Lorrain at the peace of Ryi- 
wick, was one of the moft excellent and ami¬ 
able princes who has appeared in modern 
times. The blood of Auftria was mingled 
with that of Bourbon, in the veins of Francis; 
Charles the Fifth, his grandfather, having 
married an Archduchefs, and Leopold, his 
father, having efpoufed a daughter of Philip# 
Duke of Orleans, brother of Ix)uis the Four¬ 
teenth. At the extinction of the family of 
Medicis in 1737, when Ix)n*ain was virtually 
incorporated with the French Monarchy, 
and when Don Carlos became King of 
Naples; Francis, in virtue of the ftipulations 
made heUveen France and Auftria, was 
transferred to Tufeany. It was then, as 
\'oltaiie juftly obferves, that the famous 
medal of Trajan, on the reverfe of which w'as 
inferibed “ Regnn affignata,*^ might with 
propriety have been renewed among modern 
nations. In 1745, after the death of tha 
Bavarian Bniperor Charles the Seventh, the 
Great Duke of Tufeany, huiband of Maria 
Therefa, was raifed to the Imperial Dignity. 

Francis, who in his perfon was very hand- 
ibme, was likew ife expert in all the exercifes 

VOL. II. A A of 
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of the body, and accounted uncommonh' 

graceful on borieback. Ilis countenance was 

not merely pleafing, bn! its exprefiion 

benign as well as conciliating. 'J’owards the 

latter part of liislile bu grew corpulent: 

without lofing his pal(i(*n for the chace» 

which he alway.s continuf'd to piirfnc with 

ardor. An inronteltable proof of iiis having 

been a very ntiilublo man. i'^. that though a 

foreigner, his memory i.« nniverfally chc- 

rifhed at Vienna. Few princes have been 

more geuerallv belovcti; liiice among the 

nuiiUHT of perliJiio with wlioni i daily con- 

vrrjb, who i;ncw ami remciulit^r him, i haw 

% 

never heard him mentioned, e-xcept with 
teltimonies of lively artechon and regret. His 
qualities were, indeed, ralher fuch as ingra¬ 
tiate and attach, than of a nature to dazzle 
or impofe. He poUeiTed all the; characleriitic 
manners of the French nation, galliMit, 
liv€]y,pohfe,Rndfiiperf;cial. Fondoffociety, 
of amufement, of drefs, and of magnificence, 
pJeafure, accompanied him wherever he 
moved. Viennn, during his life, muft have 
been a far more elegant and luxurious ca^ 
pittti than at prefent. An Italian opera, a 
13 Ballet 
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Ballet conduced by Noverre, comedies, and 
marquerades, in perpetual fucceffion, while 
they rendered it brilliant, attra^ed foreigners 
to the Court. Jofeph theSecondby no means 
relembles his father in a talle for diffipatlon, 
expence, and the ceremonial of ftate. . 

The education of the late emperor had 
been neglected, to a degree uncommon 
among perfons of his high birth, and of 
w hich it is difficult to form au adequate idea^ 
So uninllru6ied was he even in the mofb 
ordinary branches of knowledge, as hardly 
to be able to fe.'id ; and his ordinary ortho¬ 
graphy would have dilgraced a fchool-boy. 
This fa^;l would be incredible, if I had not 
heard it from perfbns who loved him, and 
who lived with him in the clofeft intimacv*. 

More than once,” faid a lady to me,, 
whom Francisdiitinguifhedbyhisfriendlhip, 

“ I have fpared his imperial Majefty the 
humiliation of not being able to decipher 

a ])lay-bil!, and have read it to him.” He 

♦ * * 

pofleffed neither a tafte for letters, nor ah ac¬ 
quaintance with works of genius; but he had 

t 

travelled over many parts of Europe, and 
when Duke of Lormin, had made fome lUy 

A A 3 in 
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in Knglaad^aswell as at the Court of France. 
Having likewife refided in Italy, when great 
Duke of Tufcany, and vifited various of the 
German Courts, he had acquired a degree 
• of general information, from feeing fo many 
capitals and countries. For chymical re- 
learches he had a decided pafTion, which he 
gratified by making multiplied attempts to 
attain the art of tranfmuting metals, or in 

4 • 

Other words, the Philofopher s Stone. His 
ill fuccefs only induced him to turn his at¬ 
tention to branchesof fimilar purfiiit, equally 
chimerical and impra£iicable. By means 
of large burning mirrors he endeavoured to 
difTolve diamonds, and out of many fmall, 
to form one large diamond ; but he found 
that the procefs only converted them into 
cryftal, or totally deprived them of their 
luftrc by calcining them to a cinder. 

Francis, though not diHinguifhed by 
tbe talents for war which his grandfather 
Charles the Fifth, Duke of Lorrain, emi¬ 


nently pofleiTed, was neverthelefs confidered 
perfonaliy brave. During the lad years 


of the Emperor Charles the Sixth, he 


ferved agaiofl the Turks in Sclavonia and 

Servia, 
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Servia, without acquiring any military re¬ 
putation. He had likewife been placed, 
rather nominally than in efie^ at the head 
of the Audrian forces in 1741; but, during 
the whole courie of the great war of feven 
“ years,” the Emprefs’s attachment was too 
warm and tender, to permit of her leparation 
from her hulband, or to allow him to hazard 
his perfon in the held. This coDdu61; gave 
occafioD to many farcadic remarks, on the 
part of his PrufUan Majefly. Accufliomed 
himfelf to brave every kind of danger, and a 
Granger to conjugal felicity, he treated with 
derifion the inglorious retreat of Francis, in 
the arms of his wife. Maria Therefa was 
not a little mortified, as well as irritated, by 
the refle6tions which Frederic publickly 
made on the nature of her afFe6iion, and on 
her reaibns for notexpoiing him to the dan¬ 
gers and hardfhips of a German campaign. 
'Phey ferved only to widen the breach be¬ 
tween the two courts, and to mix perfonal 
animofity with political quarrels. 

Neither the immenfe advantages derived 
by Francis from the Audrian alliance, which 
raifed him to the Imperial Dignity; nor the 

A A 3 prefencQ, 
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prefence, rank, and character ol'a wile who 
pofTefTed fo many claims to his alTedion; 
could ncverthelels impofe a redraiut on his 
inclinations, or prevent his being guilty of 
infidelity to the marriage bed. Of a difpufi- 
lion ardent as well as entcrprizing, in pur- 
fuits of gallantry, it was faid to be dangerous 
for a woman of honour and beauty to remain 
alone in his company. He never failed, it 
is true, in every teftimony of external defer¬ 
ence and refpe6t towards the Emprefs, with 
whom he lived on terms of the moft 
cordial union: a numerous and beautiful 
family cemented their mutual regard: but, 
Francis was not the lefs irregular in the gra- 
tiBcHtion of his palTions. Towards the con- 
cluBon of his life he became condant to one 
perfon, who maintained her afcendancy over 

$ S _ 

him to the lad moment. 1 mean the Prin- 
cels of Aiierfberg, a woman too celebrated, 
as well as extraordinary, not to enter into 
fome of the particulars of her hiftory and 
, chara6ler. 

. Maria Wilhelmina de Neuperg, daughter 
to the celebrated Marihal Count Keuperg, 

I * * 

fo Veil known in the hidory of the reign of 

Charles 
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Ciiiirlcs the Sixth, and in the beginning ot 
that of IMaria Therela, was born on the 
30th of April 1738. As her father was 
Governor of Luxembourg, (lie, while very 
voung, was often carried to LruiiMs and to 
Spa; where flje acquired, by the mixture 
of company and Ibciely found in thofe 
places, an eai’c and elegance of manners, 
which the more formal, or contru6led ftyle 
of female education in Audria, did not then 
commonly bellow on women even of the 
higheft rank. When fcarcely hxteen, Mar- 
Ihal Neuperg brought her to the Imperial 
Court, of which Ihe immediately became 
the wonder and the delight. I have been 
unaninioufly allured by all who knew her, 
that no defeription can convey an adequate 
or juft idea of her attra^iuns. She was of 
the middle iize, her complexion a clear 
brown, her eyes grey, her hairchefnut, lux¬ 
uriant, and giofty. But, her face and call 
of countenance were of that kind, to which, 
it IS laid, no painter could ever do juftice; 
becaufe, when Ihe couvei-fed, a thoufund 
graces lighted up in it, and gave her p.ik 

A A 4 aninuitiqA- 
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aaimation beyond the power of art to imi« 
tate or to convey. 

Su gentle and conciliating were her man* 
ners, that Ihe Teemed incapable of o0endirig» 
or intentionally giving pain. Dellitute of 
affe6iatioD, ihe never laboured to pleafe; 
for Nature had done all, and (lio had only 
to appear, in order to be admired and be¬ 
loved. Such was her fuperiority of perfonal 
beauty, as to be out of the reach of competi¬ 
tion ; and fuch the infinuating fweetuefs of 
her addrefs, as to be irrcfiftihle. She excited 
love in one fex, without awakening envy or 
rivality in the other; and fiie made no ene¬ 
mies, becauie Hie never attempted raillery 
or ridicule. Her converfation was gay, eafy, 
and amufing; but (be neither pofTeiTed any 
uncommon natural endowments of mind, 
nor bad (be a very cultivated underfiand- 
ing. Prodigal from temj)er, carelefs of 
money, and loving rather to enrich her re¬ 
lations than herfelf, (he knew no bounds to 
her profufion. A palhon for play, which 


|he indulged without redraint after hermar- 
caufed her to lofe immenf^ Turns at 
9 the 
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the gaming table. Her heart, naturally ge¬ 
nerous and difintereiled, was Ukewife tender 
and yielding. Fickle and capricious, (be fel- 
dom remained long conftant in her preference 
of any lover; but, her very foibles had in 
them fomething amiable; and it is laid to 
have been impoltible to know her, without 
feeling attachment towards her. 

So didinguiOied a perfon, and fo highly 
endowed by nature, could not long remain 
wilhn’.it oilers and felicitations of the moft 
lluitrjin,; kind. Among her fuitors ihe 
reckoaed tuv prefent Marflial Lacy, as well 
as other noblemen of the greateft rank and 
fortune. 1 laviTig feletled Prince Auerlberg, 
flie was married to him in April 1755, when 
Ihe had jiidcompleted her feventeenthyear. 
1’he Prince her huiband, already a widower, 
was then about four-and-thirty. Befides 
her perfonal attra6iions, fhe brought him ,a 
fortune of full twelve thoufand pounds fter- 
ling; a fum confidered as immenfe at 
Vienna, where womenofthe higheft quahty 
have rarely above fix or eight hundred 


pounds for their portion. 


But, fuch .was 

her 
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h«r ni <’0 foi* pbv* tliat in ihe courle of ihn 

O I 

lirlt JusniiH-i* ali -r her TTiarriage, while ilu* 
was'at the PtiiiJ.e her hulband’s country- 
feat, the loft this whole fnm at the ffamiti" 

’ • o »*!> 

table; pniuij^ally to her- brother, Counl. 
Neuper:^. .She* is fitiil to have loft at cards, 
twelve lliou'and ilucats, or above five ihou- 
fand pounds fierlini^, in the courle of a 
iingle eveninpj: and her profuhon was llmi 
lar in other rcfpccts. 

Only an Imperial lo\cr, and one as gene- 
rousas Frar.cis, couldiongfuf^ice for fuch do- 
nrands. I'c found little diHiculty in render¬ 
ing hinifolf acceptable to her; his rank, his 
allidnitics and his pn fenrs, having removed 
the lirfi; clnu’.cles; but, her ineonltaney ex¬ 
cluded him from lln' foJc pohi flicn of her 
heart. Francis wa.-not I he le»s }‘i‘rmanenlly 
attached to iier. In lier Ibciely, and that 
of a fclect coi!ij*anv of hoih foxes, he ufed 
to paf-^ n)ai)v of his evenings. *A fupper of 
ten or twelve coverH^ was provided, where 
the Ibinoefj prviidcd, and from which all 
Sform or etirpiellc were baiiillied. In public, 
whether at the liieai roj or clfcwhere, Francis 

obferved 
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pbferved towards the Einprefs every mark 
of deference and attention; but, when Ihe 
was not prefenl at the performance, he 
always repaired to the Princefs’s box. At 
the opera he ufually flood behind her, con¬ 
cealed from view ; and the box was locked, 
in order to prevent intrufioii. Notwith- 
ftanding thefeprecautions, a cough to which 
'•e was fubjeft, gciu-rafly betrayed his re¬ 
treat, and divulged the fecrct to the world. 

When the Imperial Court went to In- 
fpruck, in the fummer of the year 1765, 
the Princefs of Auerlberg did not remain 
behind at Vienna. Put, with the deceafe 
of the Emperor, which took place in the 
Tyrol, her conflderation likewife expired. 
It is a fa6t, that on the evening preceding 
his diflblution, which was fudden and unex¬ 
pected, he had prefented her an order on 
his treafurer, for no lefs a fum than two 
hundred thoufand florins, or near twenty 
thoufand pounds. As he died the follow¬ 
ing day,'which was Sunday, the interval was 
too Ihort, to allow her time for receiving 
the money. In a fecret council, held after 

Eraocis’s 
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Prancls’s death, it was debated whether a 
pecuniary donation of fucli a nature, to fo 
great an amount, ihould or ought to be fu!* 
inied. More than one voice declared asainil 

O 

Jtf but Maria 1'hercfa, fuperior to every 
conilderation except w hat Ibe thought her 
own and her huiband's honour demanded, 
iiTued orders pun6fually to dilcharge the 
fum. 

During the Dmperors life, (he had al* 
wavs treated the Princefs with uncommon 

«r 

marks of diilinction ; a condu6t only to be 
explained by her alTe^ion for him, which 
extended even to bis weakneHes, and re- 
fpefted his very faults. Such was her at¬ 
tachment to his memorv, or the ma^uanl- 
mity and enlargement of her mind, that it 
if probable flic would have continued the 
fame treatment after i'randis was no more, 
if the Princefi had not wantonly incenfed 
her, by a behaviour al once unbecoming 
end imprudent. The Eniprefs’s grief for 
the lofs of her hufbnud, was well know’n to 


ibe iincere, as well as profound; and The 
^mained a long time {hut up in the palace 


lit Vienna, a prey to dejedtion, in the deepeil 


retirement. 
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retirement. When (he re-appeared in pub¬ 
lic, the ladies of tlie Court were permitted to 
wait on her, and to pay their compliments 
of condolence, but with the exprefs prohi¬ 
bition of wearing Rouge. The Princefs of 
Aueriberg alone, who ventured to difobey 
the order, came to the Palace in deep mourn¬ 
ing, but mod elegantly drelTed, and with a 
profufion of Rouge. Maria Therefa did not 
conceal her refentment at thi>; condud; and 
when the Princefs approached to kifs her 
hand, die drew back with an air of indig- 
nation and amazement that (truck every one 
•prefent. So glaring a contempt of decorum 
on fo melancholy an occalion, and in fuch 
a place, was never pardoned by the Em- 
prefs, and juftly merited reprehenhon. 

She had previouily given the Princefs a 
convincing proof of her fupe.dority to little 
intereds, and of her generous manner of 
a&ing in all pecuniary concerns. Francis,, 
with a view of having the object of his 
attachment condantly near him, prefented. 
her a fmall farm-boufe near the palace of 

Lazem- 
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Laxembourg, where the Court ufualh" 
paired a confidcrable part ot* the fuinmer. 
He did not venture to give her an apart¬ 
ment in the palace itfelf, as it would have 
been too obvious a mark of (lirrefpe6t to 
the Emprefs. ^i’hc Princefs had expended 
a confidcrablo funi of money in furnKhing 
and embelliihing lliis cottage* which Hie 
had rendered verv commodious. After the 

4 

Emperor's dcweafe, Maria Therefacaufed it 
to be lignified to her* that Ihe wiHied to 
piirchale it, and therefore defired her to 
fix her own price on it; meaning to 
take away all future pretext for her being 
at Laxeinbourg, when the Court refided 
there. I’lic Princefs named tliiity thoufand 
florins, or near three thoufand pounds, as 
the price of her cottage; a fiim far exceed¬ 
ing its real value: but, the Emprefs fent It 
to her inftantly, without deduction or hefi- 
tation. Even to the laft moment, flie ob- 
ferved the utmolt civility towards her, uthI 
never behaved to her with harlhnefs or 
infult. 


4 


The 
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TlieriincefsofAucrfbcrgfiirvivcf^ herlm- 
pcrial lover more than ten years,but never had 
anv chilli ren, either before, or after hisdeath. 
It feeins uncertain what was the precife 
nailin' of the chfordcr which proved fatal to 
her, and ninnv dilferent accounts are related 
of it lure. That Hie had a contraftion in her 
limbs, for which friftions were preferibed, 
is iindouiitcd ; but, whether the ufe of them 
accelerated lier end, as is pretended, I will 
not vonUir<‘ to fay. liumbourg, a furgeon 
of rcjmtation who praftifes at this time 
in Vienna, attended her. t’hc friiTionswliich 
wore nrefcrihod bv him, beiu", as it would 
appear, too violent for her fnunc, not only 
caufi'd lic'r extreme pain, but produced a 
contrai’fioii in the parts where ihey won* 
apjdied. 1 had the curiolity to irupiirc ihe 
clrcumlluiu'es of her ilhiefs and death, oi-^v 
a few days flncc, of Ilrambilla, iinolhor very 
eminent prailifitioher, who was called in to 
her allHtance, at a lutn liajir of her diiirm- 
per. “ V\ hen I vifitod the rrinccfs, Ihe had 

already," laid he, “ a c mlrat'-tion in one 


4 < 


arnj 
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" arm, leg, and thigh, for which fri6lion§ 
” were advifed. Having ufed them, they 
“ appeared to fucceed; and ilie was fo much 
” amended in confequcnce, that flie re- 
** covered in fome meafure the power of 
“ moving her limbs. AVe began to enter- 
“ tain fanguine hopes of her recovery, when 
“ a violent inflammation on her lungs ren- 
** dcred all medical ikill vain, and put an 
end to her life.” AVhateverwasthecaufe, 
Ihe died at Vienna, fciircely three years and 
a half ago, in06lol)er 177j, before flie had 
attained to the age of eight-and-thirty. 

It only remains to relate the particulars 
cf the Kmperor Francis’s lalt feizure and 
death. 'I'he marriage of the prefent Great 
Duke of ufeanvj I^eopold, with the In¬ 
fanta of Spain, Maria Louilu, which was to 
be folemiiized at Infpruck, in the fummer of 
1/65, carried the Imperial Court into the 
’lyvolf Jofeph, the prefent Emperor, then 
King of the iiomans, as well as various of 
the Archdukes and DuchcOes, accompanied 
itbeir Mnjefties thilher. It is certain that 

Francis 
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Francis undertook the journey with repug¬ 
nance, which lentiraent he exprefled to vari¬ 
ous perfons before he fet out from ^’^enna. 
I’he Court reinained for fevcral weeks at li\- 
Ipruck, during whicti time the weatlier hap¬ 
pened to be fo 'cOnftantly rainy, that the 
Empetor could not take his accuUomed ex- 
ercife of hunting. He feemed to be anxi¬ 
ous and oppreiTed in mind, without precifely 
knowing the caufe, or without any decided 
indifpofition. The Emprefs, ever attentive to 
the lead change in his health, would have 
perfuaded him to lofe fome blood; but, as 
he had adiflike to the operation, he always 
procradinated it; and on her urging him 
to fal)nit, he refufed, adding with fome 
warmth, ** Madame, voulez vous que je 
“ meurs dans la faign^e r" He dill continued 


uneafy, ever widiing to be gone from the 
Tyrol, where a weight condantly hung upon 
his fpirits ; and in anfw^er to tbofe perfons 
who inquired of him how he found himfelf} 
he always replied, “ Je me porterai bien, 
“ qirnnd une fois je ferai a Vienna.” Alore 
VOL. II. 13 b than 
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than once, looking round on the high 
•mountains with which Infpruck is invefted, 
the air of which place Teemed to alfe6i his 
refpiration ; he exclaimed, Ah ! li jc 
“ pourrois feulement Tortir de ces moa- 
“ tagnes du Tyrol!” All thefe fafts evi¬ 
dently prove that Francis felt himfelf 
menaced with an apopIcd;ic attack, which 
the air in the valiies of the Tyrol pro¬ 
bably accelerated, by its prelTure on the 
brain. 

During the whole courfe of the day upon 
which ho expired, he complained of a 
dizzinefsand fuflbeation that greatly incom¬ 
moded him; but, which, neverthclefs, did 
not prevent hi/n from' appearing at the 
Opera. It was on Sunduv, the 18th of 
Aug 

waited on the Emprefs, in order to wiHi 
her a good night, according to his ufual 
cultoni, as Hie did not accompany him to 
the theatre; and after the. performance, 
he was to have liipiKd with the Princefs 
irf'Vkuerlberg and a li lect pm ly* for which 


uft, 1765. Previous to fetting out, he 



COURT OF BERLIK, ETC. 


37^ 


j'epaft all the requifite preparations were 
made. I liave already mentioned elfewhere 
that nis nephew the Duke of Chablais, had 
repaired to Infpruck by the Emperors in¬ 
vitation, who had intentions of giving him 
the Archduchefs ChriHina in marriage. 
During the progrefs of the Opera, Francis 
found hirnfelf much indifpofed; and in 
order to diminifti the difficulty of breathing, 
he took fonie drops, though without arly 
confuJerable effett. The Princefs of Auerf- 
berg was in lier private box, to which the 
limperor was accuHomed frequeJitly to 
repair, when not accompanied by the Em* 
pn^fs. Hul, the Duke of Chablais’s prefence 
ijoftoHiig a reftraint on him, prevented his 
gratifying that inclination. He contented 
hlmfoil’, thei'cfore, with making figns to the 
Princefs, that he was unwell, by pointing 
to Ihs h**ad; and as (he was feated oppofite, 
ihc plainly perceived his indifpolition, which 
became more violent every minute. 

Unwilling to quit the theatre, or to inter- 
ruptthe performancejhe remained, nevertbe- 

B o 2 lefs, 
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lofsy Tome time longer in the box; till find* 
ing bimfelf menaced with a total lofs of fenle, 
he rofe up and went out, followed onl^ by 
the Baron dc lloifchach and one or two other 
noblemen. When the Jilmperor came into 
the air, he feemed to flagger; but, on being 
^ed by one of his attendants, whether he 
was ill, he faid in German, ** A man of 
“ fpirit is not affedled by a fniull matter.” 
Thefe were the laft words that he ever pro¬ 
nounced. He ilill attempted however to 
proceed, in hopes of readiing his own aparl- 
inent, to attain which he was obliged to de- 
feend a flight of wooden iteps. Coming to 
the top, his head grew fo dilbnlered that he " 

laid hold on tlie fentinefs arm who Hood 

> 

there on guard, with a view to prevent 
himfclf from falling; and as he tried to 
advance, at tlie fecond or third Hep he fell 
forwards. The perfons who were about 
him, inHuntly carried him to a litlle anti¬ 
chamber adjoining, where they laid him on 
a common pallet bed, belonging to one of 
tbe lacqueys of the Court. While melTen- 

gers 
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gers were fent for medical aid, the King of 
the Romans was called out from the Opera. 
Hurrying to the room, he toek his father 
in his arms, and manifcOied the deepeft afflic¬ 
tion, The Emperor’s veins, meanwhile, were 
cut, his temples fcarified, and every method 
ufed to recover him, but in vain. He gave 
no iign of fenfe, and little indication of life, 
his tongue hanging out of bis mouth. - It 
w’as foon perceived that he w'as dead, and 
the phyficians pronounced that all further 
efforts were to no purpofe. 

Meanwhile, as the intelligence fpread 
through the palace, it became neceflary to 
announce the event to the Emprefs. She 
received it with marks of the acutefl dif- 
trefs, which were heightened by the appre- 
henlions that her deceafed huihand had 
been taken away unprepared, in the midfl 
of his pleafures, and before he had made his 
peace with Heaven by prayer or confeflion. 
A council was iiiltuntly held, at which it 
was refolved that her Majefty flmuld quit 
]iirpruck,as loon as the requiiite preparations 
could be made for her departure. In order 

B u 3 to 
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to avoid all fpeclators, and as the mod pri* 
vate mode of conveyance, a boat was htted 
up for her reception, into which llie went 
on the enfuing day, only accompanied by 
her fou the prefent Emperor, Count Die.t- 
ricbdein Matter of the Horfe, and one Lad-y 
of the Eed-chamber. They defcended 

the river Inn to its contluence with the 

% 

J)anube, and thence down that Itream to 
Vienna. 

Infpruck was prefently abandoned by all 
the Courtiers, and the roads in every direc¬ 
tion were covered withhorfes and carriages. 
In two or three days after the Emperor’s 
death, hardly a perfon was to he feeii in the 
dreetsofa place, w hich had been fo lately the 
feat of aniufements, crowded with the firlt 
A'qbility of Aultria and Italy. Everyone, 
occupied with their own concerns, quitted the 
corpie of the decealed Prince. But a circum- 
ftance almoft incredible, and which 1 fliould 
fcarcely venture to relate, if 1 had not 
received it from high authority, I mud 
fubjoin. Count Hatzfeldt, who is minider 
of date for the interior, a nobleman equally 
2 refpeftable 
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rerpe6tab]e for liis talents and his public 
fervices; aflured me himfelt^ that he entered 
the chamber where his Imperial Majefty 
lay dead, in lefs than two hours after he 
expired. To the Count’s afloniihment, he 
found the corpfe ftretched on the wretched 
pallet bed, where they had placed him, ab- 
fokitely alone, not even an attendant near 
him; while two or three lingering drops of 
blood wereftill oo 2 ing from the orifice which 
tlie furgeons had opened. Perhaps however, 
tills fa^ ough t not to furprize; hillory is full 
of fimilar examples. 


B B 4 
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LETTER XXXII. 

$tate of the public mind at Vienna.—Arrival of 
the preliminaries of pence ,— SatisJaBim of the 
Court.—Entrance (f the King of Pniffia into 
Bohemia.—Difgufi of the Aujlrian army to the 
continuance’ of the war. 


Vxnnitk, Fthruaryt^, 

H E prcfent month has been paflbd in 
perpetual viciiTitudes of fear and hope, 
the proipe6l of war or peace alternately 
alTumed a more probable appearance. Even 
Up to the actual moment, nothing dcciflve 
js known, though every day and hour ma^ 
how unfold whether Germany is deftined 
to be the theatre of another campaign ; or 
whether the Houfe of Auftria will make 
Inch conceffions of territory, as may fatisfy 
the jealoufy of Frederic and his Allies. In 
the lail days of January, Meilendorf, one 
the Pruffian Generals, unexpeftedly cn- 
•^red Bohemia, ai^d advanced to the little 

tQWft 
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town of Brix, which he pillaged. On his 
rclreat towards the confines ofSaxonv, he 

w * 

wiLs attacked by a body of Auilrians, from 
whom he took two pieces of cannon and 
fonje ])riibners, after which he continued 
his march out of Bohemia. Thefe partial 
incurlions Increaie the calaniitles, without 
deciding the fate, or accelerating the con- 
chilion of the war. On the part of his 
PrulTian Majefty, they are probably intend¬ 
ed only to keep alive the ardour of his 
troops, and to habituate them, after fixteen 
years of repofo, to the fatigues of a winter 
campaign. They may likewile conduce to 
obliterate the recent difgrace of ifabelfch- 
wert, which liad unquellionably Rained the 
lullre of his arms, while it elevated pro- 
]>ortionably the AuRriun courage and re¬ 
putation. 

JuR before the clofe of a Carnival, that 
lias been by no means cheerful, arrived on 
the thirteenth of this month, a courier from 
Prince Kepnin, the RuHian MiniRer at 
Brefiau. liis diipatchcs, inRead of being 

addrefi'ed 
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addreiTed to any member of the adminiiira- 
iKm here, were directed to the Baron de 
Breleuil, the French BmbaiTador; wbo ap¬ 
pears, thougii falntl)', to afllime the lame 
eliarafler of a mediator on the part of Au- 
ftria, which Prince llepnin, by order of his 
Court, avowedly occupies for Pruflia. It 
was inftantly reported that the melTen- 
ger had l)ronght the preliminaries of a 
general pacKication; a piece of intelli¬ 
gence which excited the ftrongeft lenfalions 
throughout this capital. When the Baron 
de Breteuil arrived at Prince Kaunitz’s with 
the nexfs, though it w^s near eight o’clock 
in the evening, an hour at which the Em- 
prefs is already prejxiring to go to reft; 
the Prime Minlfier immediately repaired to 
the palace, to communicate to her the wel¬ 
come information. We are ignorant of 
the pariiculars of their interview and con- 
Terfation; but, no one doubts the joy of 
Maria Therefa, at the profpett of feeing a 
i^eej^conclufion put to the war. Sheno 
linger conceals her apprehenhons of its in¬ 
glorious, 
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glorious, if not injurious confequences to 
the Houfe of Auftria; and Ihe probably 
anticipates tlie neceffity of reftoring the 
portion of Bavaria occupied by her troops. 
In the bitternefs oi lier emotions, fomeday|t 
ago, (he exclaimed, after perufing a letter 
tranlhiitted her by Prince Kaunitz, “ I peiv 
** ceive that I have neither an individual i^ 
the German Empire, nor an ally ia 
“ Europe, who will aid my caufe/' Do- 
meftic vexations increafe her political cha- 
grin. Not only the Great Duchefs ofTuP* 
cany is at prtlent confined by illnefs to her 
chamber; but, the Archduke Maximilian, 
the Emprcfs’s youngeft fon, one of the raoft 
amiable and wortliy Princes in the world, 
has been obliged to have recourfe to the 
baths of Baden, four leagues diilant from 
Vienna, for the recovery of bis health. The 
latigues of the late campaign, on which be 
accompanied his brother the Emperor, are 
I'uppofed to have been too fevere for his 
ilrength, and to have given a rude lliock tb 
hU conflitutiou. 


Even 
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£ven Jofeph himfelf, if’ we may tnift to 
appearances, is heartily tired of bis new mi¬ 
litary profeflion, and fcarcely left drfirons 
of jxface than his mother, lie has found 
tlie fcience of taftics, and the command of 
armies, more difficult than lie had appre- 
hen^Ied. Counteracted in the cabinet, and 
diffiked in the camp; after a campaign no 
Vay fertile in laurels, he fine s neither his 
fame, nor his popularity increafed. He 
deels doubtlefs, likeM'ife, that the gencrul 
%’oice of Europe is againft him ; that not 
only the King of Pruffia, but the German 
Princes are preparing .to check his ambi¬ 
tious enterprizes; and that ti)e accelUon of 
territory 5»cquired fn/in thofeizure of l .owcr 
Ba varia, even if finally retained, may Ixi 
clearly purchafed by incurring miiverfulcon¬ 
demnation- Ills condnCt, and every cir- 
cumftance of his behaviour, lince the ar¬ 


rival ol i*rince Kepnins courier, manifeft a 
fatislaclion, which he has not attempted to 
dilguife, or affifled to conceal. After bav- 
been withdrawn from focicty during 
the whole Carnival, and rarely appearing 

cither 
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f^itlicr ia public, or io private company, lie 
has at len<;th fhewri bimfelf again to bis 
iubje^ts. On the three days that immedi¬ 
ately followed the reception of the lute news, 
his ImperialMajefty was prefent each even¬ 
ing at the Uidottos. With a fniiliiig coun¬ 
tenance, he accoCted every one whom .he 
knew, entered familiarly into converiation, 
and feemed defirous of perfuading all who 
faw him, that he liiicercly participates in the 
wiHi for peace which animates the Bmprels, 
and pervades the Cabinet. 'J'he Carnival 
fiuiilied under thefe fluttering fymptoms of 
returning tranquillity. 

So liitislu^tory were thearticles brought by 
Prince Repnin s Courier from Breflau, as the 
bafis of a definitive treaty, confidered by the 
Court; and fo thoroughly were theAuflrian 
Minillers convinced of the proliability of its 
fpeedy accomplilhmcnt, that they relaxed in 
many eflentialpreparalions for the approach¬ 
ing campaign. iXhe war was indeed gene¬ 
rally regarded as at an end. The contra6i 
tor mules was not only ftopt, but even the 

tranfportation 
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tranfportation of cannon from the aiTcnal 
was fufpended. Vienna, during five or fix 
days, enjoyed a dehifive calm, which was 
fiiddenly interrupted by a report, that 
Frederic having privately quitted Breflau, 
Was arrived at Scinveidnitz. Inflantly all 
the public offices were in motion, and con- 
fliernation fucceeded to feenrity. Not 
an inftant was loft in fending off Generals 
Noflitz and Richecour to join the army in 
Bohemia. Prince Charles Lichtenftein s 
baggage followed, and every thing indi¬ 
cated immediate boftilities. The alarm w as 
not by any means falfe, or even exaggerated; 
and the intelligence of the entrance of the 
King of Pruflia in perfon into Bohemia, at 
the head of tv/elve thoufand troops, which 
arrived next day, fufficiently proved that 
be did not tnift folely to the mediation of 
Catharine, however fincere or efficacious, 
for producing peace. 

An irruption fo uncxpe6bcd, at this incle- 
mentfeafon, has roufed the Imperial Cabinet 
fromtheirprematnre fccurity. Theybeginto 

[lerceiva 
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perceive that the weight of near feventy 
years, added to numerous infirmities, have 
not yet fubdued the Ipirit of Frederic, nor 
prevented him from leading his forces as in 
former wars. We know tliat he has al- 
reatly reached Braunau, while tlie Aiiftriaiis, 
unprepared to oppofe him, fall back in 
every dire6tioa. Vienna offers at the pre- 
fent inomcnl, a curious mixture of con¬ 
tradictory appearances, and contending 
emotions, 'i’tic people, imiignant at the 
idea of a peace whirlj is about to he figned^ 
at the time when a Pruflian army is ravaging 
Bohemia; oxcluiin againft fuch humilia¬ 
tion, asnolefs degrading to the national cha¬ 
racter and arms, than unbecoming the Ma- 
jeliy of the Tiirone. The upper orders are 
divided in opinion; forac loudly reprobating" 
a continuation of the war, whde others 
warmly infilt on llie neceflity of its vigorous 
profccution. But, only one fentimeiU j)er^ 
vades the military department; dilguft and 
averfion to further holtilitios. Actuated in a 
peculiar manner by thele feelings, Ararlhtil 

Laudohn, 



3*4 MEMOIRS OF THE 

Laudohn, to whom the £mperor, only twa 
days fince, oiTered the command of the forces 
in Boliemia, declined itj on pretence of in- 
difpolition. Ills infirmities of body and mind 
incapacitated him, as he ailbred his Majefty^ 
for fo important a Hation. Jofeph^ equally 
aftoniihed and chagrined at the refufal^ 
a(ked him, whether he would not accorn* 
pany him at lead into the* field ? Laudohn 
replied, that as to his perfon, it was ablb- 
Jutely at his Majedy s difpoftl. He has 
not forgotten the affair of Munchengnitz, 
where Jofeph, by his interference, fnatclicd 
from him a certain victory over Prince 
Henry of Prufilaj nor will he be eafily in¬ 
duced to fubjc6i liimfelf to a repetition of 
fuch difgrace. 

Meanwhile the negociations for peace are 
not difeontinuedj though the utniod un¬ 
certainty refpe6ling tlieir ternunationfiillpre- 
vails here. The Pruflians are now faid to be 
retiring from 13ra\inau and Tmntenau ; but, 
reports that they are aflembling in the vi- 
pXinity of Egra, on the wedern frontier of 

Bohemia, 
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Bohemia, haveCpread new alarm through this 
capita]. A (liorttinie muft decide thequef- 
tion of peace or war. While that great event 
hangs in fufpenfe, let us take a furvey of the 
charadlersof his Imperial Majeft}^ and of the 
Auftrian prime Minifter. 


VOL, rt» 
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LETTER XXX11J. 

Jopph thi.: Second.—His ’Education.’—PcirtialTty 
of the Emperor and Emprcfs for the Archduke 
Ckctrks.—Marriage of Jofeph with the Infant:: 
of Parma.—Particulars of that Princefs's cha- 
roller, iL.,:fs, and death,—Indeciflon of the Im^ 
perlal C'.urt on the choice of cnvthcr I'rinc fs .— 
Second marriey of Jofeph.—Qualities and 
death cf: -.V Dnprfs Maria jefepha of Bavaria. 
— AttC'iiinenii Lp the Emperor.^Manner if 
1>ajfing his tinu-.—His perfoii, manners, and ac* 
comptijhmeHt ’.—hidiflrence for the A rh .— 
Afoeiathm to tie rc^-id authority.—Kepuhnions 
and meafuiC' of Jofph.—Particulars cf his 
private life and .iiaraH 'r.—interview of Neifs. 
—Interview of Pi'afadt.—Atecdotes of Jofeph. 
—‘His loJ' f travel. — ^ieliviiw — Econor.v,-- 
Courage.—,'or war. — Ambition. 

ViEWKA, Murib 

f 

J OS£Fii tbc Second was born on the 13tb 
•r March, J 74 1 , at a moll crilical period 
of his moliier's reign; a few months after 

the 
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the (leceale of her father, Charles the Sixth, 
\vhcn Hie was reduced to from Vienna 
to the Hungarians, for (belter and pro- 
teftion. He was committed to the care of 
the Mardial Prince Ihiltiani, while ftill a 
child; hat at that time, and even long 
afterwards, he gave few or no indications 
of an active and iiiporior mind. Extreme 
timidity, accompanied with awlcwTirdnefi 
and embarradment, chara6lerized bis man- ■ 
ners. Reihrved in hisdeportment, and main- 
tefting neither military ardor, nor apti¬ 
tude for bulinefs, he was confidered as in¬ 
capable of ever conducing public affairs. 
So convinced was the Emprefs Queen of 
her eldcft ion’s being deficient in talents, 
that wlion alone with thofe in whom flie 
ri'polixl a confidence, flie frequently com¬ 
plained of the unjult caprice of Fortune ; 
uiio dofiinod the Throne to a Prince defii- 
lule t)f aliility, while a youth adorned with 
everv quality reqnilite for governing man- 
hind, was cxekidcd from power. In mak¬ 
ing this remark, fiie alluded to th^ Arch- . 

c c 2 duke 
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duke Charles, hcrfecond fon, fo^ whom Hie 
had conceited the llrongeft predileftion. 
Equally prepoflefled agaiaft Jofeph, Ihe 
hardly enquired of the mailers to whom 
his education was committed, what progrefs 
he made in his iludies. . It was not till after 
his brother’s deceafe, that he began to he 
Unown and conlidered, either by his parents 
or by the Court. 

Towards the conclufion of the late war, 
in 1761, when he was about twenty years old, 
Jofeph made an attempt to emancipate and 
difiinguilh himlolf, by doinunding pcrrnillion 
of his parents to lerve ngainftthc IVuftians. 
This lirlt difplay of energy in the Archiluke 
was neverthclefs overruled, and his roipieil 
was rejc6lcd; not fo much on account of any 
apprehenlions entertained relative to his jx-r- 
Ibnalfafety, asfroma wilhtoreprefslii.s ardoi, 
and to retain him Hill in obfeurity. Thougli 
Francis, nolefs than theEmprefs, treated him 
with fuch alienation, or feverity» Jofeph fub- 
mitted in hlence; uttered no complaint, con¬ 
cealed hUvery wi(hes,and endeavoured care¬ 
fully to avoid any fubjediofcompetition which 

might 
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mi^ht awaken his fathers jeaJouiy. But 
Marflul Battiani, his Governor, who knew 
him well, and who had iludied his charaAer, 
made no fcruple of declaring to his own 
particular friends, that “ the Archduke 
‘ was not what he feenied; that thofe who 
‘ judged of him by appearances, would be 

* ultimately midaken: and that his real dif* 

* poiition, as well us his capacity, never 

* would be unfolded to the world, till after 
‘ the Kmperor his father’s death.” Time 

has already proved the truth of this pre¬ 
diction. 

It IS inconteftable that Francis, through¬ 
out the whole courfe of his life, did not 
inanifdl any warm attachment for his el- 
deft fun. All his partiality, like Maria 
'rherellfs, was referved for the Archduke 
Charles; a IVmcc, who is univerfally al¬ 
lowed to have poftefled very extraordinary 
endowments. He was born in February 
I and expired at Vienna in 1761, when 
he. had fcarccly completed his fixteenth year. 
^Vhile they were children, his elder brother 
Jofeph and ^ never lived in amity; and aa 

* c c 3 they 
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they adi^nced towards manhood, the aliens 
ation between then), fomented by many 
caufes, naturally increafcd. ' Charles, if in- 
cenied, did not fcruple fometimes to lay, 
that “ he had the advantage in birtli, 
** Joieph being only fon to the Great Duke 
“ of Tufcanifi while he himfelf was the fon 
“ of the Emperor*’ The aflertion was ne- 
vertbelefs not quite iiccurate, fince Francis 
was only elected to the Imperial dignity, 
and crowned at Frankfort, in September 
1745, feven months fubfequent to the Arch¬ 
duke Charles’s birth. 

By the concurring teftimony of all who 
remember him, lie appears to have been a 
youth <>f uncommon, and almoft preinatuie 
talents; bold,lively,andciiterprizing beyond 
liis years. But hfs temper was irafciblc, 
; and his difpofition mifehievous, as well as 
intra&able. Such an union of ability and 
of violence, fanned by parental partiality, 
' isaight, it was apprehended, have produced 
ilnbleafant, if not dangerous coniequences, 
the animofity that fublifted between 

% 

v 1C him 
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lam ami'his brother Jofeph, it‘Charles had 
attained to riper years. He was himfelf 
fo lenlible of the difturbanccs likely to arile 
in the Jrnperial Family from this caufe, that 
in his laft hours he avowed it to the Emprefs 
his mother. When he lay dyin^, and ihe 
hit by hini'on the bed, diHolved in tears, 
lie faul to her, taking her hand in his, 
** Madam, do not lament fo bitterly my 
“ approadjing end; for had I lived, I 
“ Ihouid have given you much greater 
“ caufe of forrow." He expired a few 
hours atierwards, meeting the approaches 
of death with ihe utmoft firmnefs and 
courage. 

Some months previous to this event, the 
Archduke Jofeph, then in his twentieth 
year, was married in Oflobcr 1760, to 
Elizabeth Maria, Infanta of Parma. She 
was daughter of Don Philip, Duke of Parma. 
who was the younger fon of Philip the Fiftb> 
King of Spain : and as her mother, a Prin- 
cefs of France, was the eldeft of Louis the 
Fifteenth’s children, the Infanta confe- 

4 

^iicntly defeended on both iided from .the 
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Houfe of Bourbon. Her father, Don Phi- 

A 

lip, one of the raoft worthy and amiable 
Brinces of our time, is faid to have perilhed 
by a death equally tragicsd and fingular. I 
have been allured from high authority, that 
while hunting in the woods of Colorno, near 
Parma, in July 1765, he was milTed by his 
attendants, and that when they found him, 
he was already half devoured by his own 
hounds; only fome mutilated remains of his 
body being difcovered. It is fuppofed that 
having been thrown from his horfe, the dogs 
might have tafted of his blood, and after¬ 
wards hava fallen upon him, as he lay (lun- 
ned or infenfible on the ground. 1 am ne- 
verthelefs far from venturing abfolntelv to 
guarantee a llory, whidi feems to partake 
too much of the marvellous ealily to challenge 
,belief; add which is ileiiied at Parma, where 
DonPhilip’sdeath is attributed to the fmall- 
pox. His daughters hiftory contains, how¬ 
ever, circumftances fcarcely lefs extraordi¬ 
nary, which fland upon llich teftimony as 
is difficult controvert, or to call in 
queftioh, 

Elizabeth 
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Elizabeth Maria of Parma, who was born , 
in the fame year with her hulband, the 
Archduke Jofeph, though agreeable in her- 
perfon, polTclled no pretenhons to be termed 
beautiful. She had llic deep complexion 
of a Spaniard, which was contralled to her 
difadvantage at Vienna, by a comparifon 
witlj iht: fair and delicate fkins of the Arch* 
duchcflrs her (iflers-in-law, fome of whom ‘ 
might then rank with the moH: lovely young 
women in Europe. IJer mouth was pretty, 
her teelh fine, and lier eves animated : but 
when Ihe was lilent or thoughtful, as fre¬ 
quently happened, her countcJiance loft all 
its alLractious. 1 liave foen many portraits 
of l>er; in particular two, which are at the 
Caftie of Prclburg in Hungary, both of them 
painted by the Arcliduchefs ChriUina, and 
probably may he eftecnifd flatti»ring refera- 
blantjes. Tl>ey exactly correfpond to the 
foregoing d(dcriptimi, and convoy the ider^ 
of a dark Spaniih woman, with a long con¬ 
tour of face, and black fparkiing oves.* 

Her niidorltanding was cnllivated, and 
]icr mind highly accomplilhed. She painted, 

and . 
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and performed on many inftrument:! oi 
nmlic, parliculnrly on the violin, in a maf- 
tcrl}’’manner; her aclivo temper impelling 
her contiuuHlIy to Ibme new purfuit or 
employment. Above all, llie polleired the 
talent of inlercfting and amuling the Arch¬ 
duke her hnlband, when alone. J5ut her 
falents and accomphlhnient.s were alike 
' obfeured by a felth'd melancholy, which, 
■whether purely conllitiilionnl, or the refult 
of other canlc“, became ib habitual and in¬ 
veterate, ns to al)fcvb, in (bine mcafure, all 
. the other features of lier character. No 
pleafures, and no endeavours on the part of 
t'hofe about her, could ever furniount this 
gloom,* which, far from dimiiiilhing, ap¬ 
peared to acquire fore * from iime. In every 
part of her llory there is fomcihing enigma¬ 
tical and myflerious, not cafy to penetrate, 
which powerfully interefts, w hile it awakens 
curiofily. 

1 have been aftiired that when the noble¬ 
men, who were commidioned by the Court 
of ’Yienua to dc’mand her in marriage for 
^ the Archduke Jofeph, arrived at Purma, 

4 < 

,jand were prefented to her, Pne addrefled 

herfeif 
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berfelf to them with great earneftoefs: 

” I am,” faid flie, “ exceedingly flattered 

by fo dillinguiflied a preference over 

the other Princefles of Europe, as their 

Imperial Majefties have ftiewn, in chuf- 

iiig me for the wife of their cldeft fon; 

“ an alliance as much above my merits, 

% 

as beyond my expectations. I have 
only to regret, that the trouble which 
they have given themfelves will be en* 
tirely ineffectual, fiuce I am well con¬ 
vinced that I fliall not live long enough 
to anfwer the views defigned by my 
marriage.” Whether this ftory be lite¬ 
rally true or not, there is no doubt that 
from the day of her quitting Parma, to 
that of her death, flie conltantly perfevered 
in believing and aflerling that her life 
would be fliort. Piety, as well as love, 
were fuppofed to be the caufes of fo extra¬ 
ordinary a perfuafion. Her difpofilioh, 
naturally penfive and religious, was capa¬ 
ble of deep imprefiions, and of flrong 
attachments. A report prevailed, to which 

fome 
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forae degree of probability is due, that (be 
had difpofed of her heart and affe6>ions, 
before Ihe quitted Ital 3 ^ If is certiiin that 
Oie exprefled her wiihes to have been per¬ 
mitted to take the veil, and to retire into a 
nunnery; a requeft which added force to 
the former fufpicion. 

On her firft arrival at Vienna, flic was 
received bythe Kmperoi and Einprefs, will) 
every demonilration of Joy and pleafurc. 
The marriage was foleninizcd, and ftie foon 
acquired an intereft in the affedions of the 
Archduke her hulband, of which he gave 
her the ftrongeft proofs. AMienever flie 
went to the theatre, or appeared elfewhere 
in public, he rarely failed to accompan^^ her, 
ufually carried her cloak on his arm, and mani- 
fefled in all his acbons, the part which he 
took in her felicity. This condufil excited the 
greater furprize, as he had univerfally been 
accufed of infei^bility towards women; and 
thofe who thought they knew his charafter 
beft, pronounced him incapable, or unfit, 
for a ihite of matrimonial bappinefs. She 

behaved 
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beliaved on her part tow'ards him • with 
great external attention, though it is fup- 
pofed that her heart I’omained untouched 
rmd un{»fre6led by the teftimonies of his paf* 
lion. AVhile fire was compelled to appear 
in public, or in fociety, flie indeed endea¬ 
voured to alUimc a degreg of cheerfulnefs ; 
but no Ihoner was flie retired to her own 
apartment, than llie funk into melancholy 
and dejedtiou. As her favorite topic of me- 
clitation and coinorfution, was death, (lie 
anxioufly feized every occafiori of being 
alone, and of indulging without reftraint her 
reflexions on this fubje6t. 

The Archduchofs’s pregnancy, which 
took place in 17bl, was a natural fubje6i 
of joy to the Imperial Family. She lay in 
of a dausliter, who was named Therela after 
the Emprefs Queen, and of whom Ihe her- 
felf was pallionately fond. But neither the 
feelings of a mother, the attachment mani- 
felled by her hulhand, nor the profpeft of 
her own elevation to the higheft dignity 
of the German Empire, could diflipate her', 

habitual melancholy. With unconcern and 

indif- 
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indififerencr, flie heard of the meafurrs 
token to fecura the Archduke Jofeph’s elec¬ 
tion as Kin" of the Romans; and flic feemed 
to feel no interett in his approaching^ coro¬ 
nation at Trunkfort. “ Th»‘fe things," faid 
llie fre<|ucntly, “ regard not me. I fljail 
never live to 1 »b Queen of the Romans." 
Far from concealing her opinion on a point 
fo delicate, Ihe made no fcruplo of declar¬ 
ing it to the Eniprefs, to her fifter.s-in-luw 
the Archduchelles, and to the Ladies in 
attendance about her porfon. However 
ftrange or iucredil»lu the ia^l may appear, 
it is incontrovertible. Many women of 
the higheft rank, and niod unimpcached 
veracity in Vienna, allure me that they 
have heard the Ari^hdiiclicls frequently 
predi6i her own ditrululion as imminent. 
The Emprefs Queen herfelf made no fe- 
cret of it at the time, and has confirmed 
with her own lips, the truth of the anecdote 
here related, within thefe few months paft. 

“ More than once," faid u lady to me 
lately, when conrerfmg on the fiihje6V, 

“ 1 have 
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I have-at temp ted to oppofc ridicule, as 
well as rcalhn, to the Archrhichefs’s pro- 
podMlion: but Ihe remnined immove- 
ab!(s and always pcrfifted that IIjc Oiould 
die loon. One day as flie held this lan¬ 
guage, 1 faid to her, ‘ Eft il done poOiblc 
cjiie votre AUelle oublic quelle a line 
lille qu’eUe almc tendr^ment ? Et pent 
“ c)!(! la quitter avec tant do. fang froid et 
“ d’iridificrcncc r’—‘ Vous croyez done/ 
anfwcrcd the Princcla, * qtte jc vous luiip 
ferai mou jeitne ?’ which was the appella¬ 
tion by which fhe always called her 
daughter. ‘ Oh I ma fei, non 1 vous ne 
la garderez tout an plus, quo iix ou fept 
ans.*’ I^liis reply will appear the ino‘3 
extraordinary, when I add, that the child- 
died at the age of about feven years, and 

O y 

confequenlly ibat her mother’.s pre<li6liou' 
was literally acconiplifticd. 

In the fummer of the year 1763, the was 
a fecoitd time declared to be pregnant; but, 
as (he advanced towards the term of her deli¬ 
very, her firm perfuafton that her death ap¬ 
proached. 
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proached, acquired new force. She was, not- 
wlthflanding, to all appearance, in a ilateof 
perfect health. The Archduchefs Chriilina, 
llnce married to Prince Albert of Saxony, 
enjoyed a diftinguinied place in her affec¬ 
tion and friendfliip. To her the Arch¬ 
duchefs Jofeph not only declared that Ihe 
Ihould die before the end of the year, but 
fhe laid her a bett of it. The circumllance 
was public, and generally known at the 
t^e. Returning in the autumn to Vienna 
from the palace of Luxembourg, where the 
Court had pafled the fummer; when the 
carriage reached the fummit of the hill from 
whence the city is difeovered, flie was feized 
with a fliivering, and exclaimed that Ihe was 
about to die: 

The month of November, neverihelefs, 
arrived, without any apparent fyniptoms to 
juftify her prediction, or rather prepolfelTion; 
but fhe invariably pe'rlifted in it. On the 
eighteenth, at night, as flie was fitting in her 
own apartment, an alarum clock which flood 
there, flruck feveral times after it ought re¬ 
gularly- 
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to have ceaied. This accident, probably 
caufed by Ibme diforder in the fprings or 
mOcbaniin) of llie machine, appeared to the 
Arohduchefs to l>e fupernatural. She turned 
pale, and on tiie ladies uho were with her 
inquiring the caufe of the alteration in her 
countenance; ** It is the lignal,” faid flie, 
“ that calls me auay/’ pointing to the 
clock. She continued notwithlianding, in 
health till the following day, the nineteenth 
of Xovemhor, wliicli was the anniverlary of 
her birth, wlion Ihe had completed- her 
twentv-focond vear. In the niorninjc the 
Archduchefs Clirifiina rallied her on her ab- 
furd apprehcnlions, tor which no vifible caufe 
w’as to he perceived or ailigned. Kxcept 
the inconvenience and indifpofition neceda’* 
rily attathed to her advanced ftate of preg** 
nancy, the appeared to have no bodily coxn^ 
plaint. 

Towards the evening of that day, as Ihe 
was walking acrofs her chamber, Ihe fud- 
deidy tell, or rather funk down on her knees. 
Her attendants immediately laid her oaA 
couch, and fent for medical afiiftance. A 
VOL. II. D D fever 
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ivver Oiewed itfelf, and ihortly afterwards 
L the finall‘pox appeared. She became deli'> 
rious in the courfe of the diforder; during 
which time, in the incoherence ofinfanity, 
ihe uttered a thoufand wild exprclTions. As 
fhe called on many peribns by name, whom 
Aie imagined (he law about her bed; it was 
fuppofed by fuch as attributed her deje&ion 
to love, that Ihe fancied ibe beheld thcobje6t 
of her firll paflion, the Italian lover, whobad 
always ■ reigned in her affe^lions. For fome 
days before (he died, no hopes of her re> 
corery were entertained, and {he expired 
on the 27th of November 17f)3, after flrug- 
gling with }>er malady about a week. The 
Archduke her hulbaiid, who had attended 
her through every ftage of the diftemper, 
/carcely quitted her bedfide till llie breathed 
her ;;laft. Sinking under excefs of grief, 
add^ to the fatigue which he had under- 
gone, his attendants wore obliged to carry 
him away by force from fo affecting afeene. 

was long incoiifolahle for her lols, 
9^ fUU retains the warmeft attachment to 
ber E oemory. He loves to talk of her, to 
la , - dwell 
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dwell on her pralfes, and to ihew ber.pico 
tore, which he w'ears in the cafe of-his 
watch, and which I have myfelf feen. The 
young Archduchefs Therefa, according to 
her mothers prediction, died, as 1 have 
already mentioned, foon after ihe had com¬ 
pleted her feventh year, in January J770 ; 
a circuDiftance which naturally renewed hU 
forrow. 

After fo minute a recital of the pretended 
circumilances that preceded and accompa¬ 
nied the death of the Emperors hrft wife, I 
feel it indifpenfable to fubjoin my opinion 
of the degree of credit due to them. Cer¬ 
tainly, if human tedimony can prove any 
iacl out of the ordinary courfe of nature, 
there is the ftrongeft imaginable to be ob¬ 
tained in favour of the Archduchefs’s pre¬ 
dictions; namely, that of the Emprefs 
Queen berfelf, of her daughters, of half the 
ladies of the Court of Vienna, and of many 
other moil refpeCtable individuals. It ieems 
diHicult to fuppofe, or to aiUgn an adequate 

reafon, why they diould deceive themfelves, ‘ 

« 

or impofe upon others. But we mud make 
great allowance for Auilriam credulity and 

D D 2 fup^r- 
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fiiperftition. It is like^^ife to be remem¬ 
bered, that the Princefs of Parma, from 
v'hatever caufe, was unqueflionably a wo¬ 
man of a nervous, melancholy habit, who 
always imagined that ihe faw death before 
her diiiempered iancy. When under the 
influence of low fpirits, Hie faid that {he 
ihould not live long, and that her child 
would not furvive her many years. If 
the events thuH foretold, had not hap¬ 
pened,. they would have been ridiculed 
and forgotten. But, tbeir accidental ac- 
compUfliment gives them celebrity; and 
when we add behdes, the love of the mar¬ 
vellous, fo common in human nature, we 
{ball not And any thing very extraordi¬ 
nary or inctedibic, in the anecdotes above 
related. 

Scarcely more than four months after 
the deceafe of his wife, in i\pril 1764, the 
Archduke Jofeph was ele6ted and crowned 
King of the Romans ; an event which 
ierved equally to occupy the Imperial Court, 
hnd to diflipate its gloom. But, he was not 
eaflly induced to think of a fecond marriage, 
for'every propofltion of which nature. he 
10 exprefled 
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expreiTed the ftrongeil repugnance. Wearied 
by the importunities of his father the Em* 
peror, more than induced by his mothers 
entreaties, and being himfelf deiirous of 
male iiTue; he relu^antly confented at 
lengthy to gratify their wifties. A confider- 
able degree of embarradment and uncer* 
tainty occurred, neverthelefs, in the choice 
of a perfon to fupply the place of the de- 
ceafed Archducefs. There were iiiany 
parties in the Court, and each had a &vo* 
rite object of feIe6tion. Elizabeth of Brunf* 
■wic, who was fince married to the Prince 
Koyal of PruiTia, certainly nouriihed hopes 
or expe^iations of marrying the King of 
the Homans. She was mentioned to the 
Emprefs Queen, but, for whatever reafon, 
the application tailed of effect., The Prin* 
cefs Donna Benedi^a of Portugal, young- 
eft daughter of tlie late King Jofeph the 
hrft, had very nearly been chofen for the Arch¬ 
duke. She was at that time juft nineteen, 
beautiful in her perfon, and in all refpefts 
an eligible alliance. Some overtures, not 
amounting to a formal demand, were made 

D D 3 
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on'^c fubjed: to the Court of Lifbon, wllich 
■were favorably received. The Countefs 
Tarocca, one of the late Emperor’s moft in¬ 
timate friendsand confidents, warmly recom¬ 
mended and fupportedthe PortuguefePrln- 
cefs. Count Dietrichftein, Mailer of the 
Horfe, enforced Madame de Tarocca’s re¬ 
commendation, and offered to go in perfon 
' for her to Lilbon. But, Francis, informed 
that from her figure fhe did not feeni likely 
to produce children, reje£led the alliance; a 
circumftance juftly regretted in the fequel 
by himfelf, and by every one elfe. 

After long indecifion, the choice Teemed, 
from neceffity rather than inclination, to lie 
between two Princeffes, Maria Jofepha of 
Bavaria, and Maria Cunegonda of Saxony. 
The latter, who was youngcft daughter of 
Auguftus the 'Tliird, King of Poland, ap¬ 
peared for fome time likely to obtain the 
preference. Her interefts were llrongly 
fuilained by the Archduchefs Chriftina, who 
b^ng herfelf attached to Prince Albert of 
Saxony, naturally defired to cement by 

every 
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every means the connexion ivith that &miljr 

and country, as calculated eventually to fari- 

% 

litate her own wifties and objects. The Prin- 
cefsCunegonda was borninNovember 1740, 
only foi * months before the King of the 
Homans. She had not indeed the pr&* 
teniions to perfonal beauty, with which 
Voltaire has decorated her namefake, the 
daughter of the Haron de I'hunder-ten- ’ 
Th)nck, in “ Candide.” But, neither was 
her Bavarian rival more favored by nature 
in that refpe^t. Jofeph confented to fee 
her, in order to form an opinon, and Tub- 
fequently confult his own inclinations* In 
the fummer of the year 1764, it was con¬ 
trived that they (houldmeet, asif by acci^ ’ 
dent, at a little hunting party, not far from 
the baths of Toplitz, in Bohemia, near the 
Saxon frontiers. Thither the Princels 

4 

Cunegottda repairing on horfeback, was 
met by the King of the Romans. Their 
interview was (hort, but deciiive; Jofeph ' 
having declined any further efforts to obtain 
her hand. As fome fort of recompence 

> D 4 for 
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for £3 mortifying a re^6iion, the Court of 
Vienna has (mce intereiied itfelf in procur¬ 
ing her ele^ion as coadjutrix to the abbies 
of EiTen and Thorn, about three years ago. 
It is Guiious to confider the v'idc interval 
between the lot of an Abbefs and that of 
an Etnprefs; between the obfcure direc¬ 
tion of a female convent, in a fequeflered 
part of Germany, and the luftre of the 
Imperial Crown. But, the Saxon PrinceTs 
has probably had reafon to rejoice in an 
excluiion, which leaves her at leaft liberty, 
independence, and competence; while the 
unfortunate Bavarian, feledled in her 
place, prefented to the world a lpe6lacle of 
the highell rank, united with the greatefl 

Maria Jofepba of Bavaria was two years 
older than her intended huiband,having been 
born in March, 1739« Daughter to Charles 
the Seventh, Emperor of Germany, Maria 
Therefa's inveterate enemy and competitor 
at the commencement of her reign; Hie 
feemed to be precluded by her birth and 

connexions, 
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connexions, from fo clofe an alliance with the' 
Houfetjf Auftria. But, thefe antlent here¬ 
ditary animoHties were overlooked from rea- 
fons, of convenience, or obliterated by mo¬ 
tives of ftate. Some vague expectations and 
claims upon the Bavarian fuccelTion, founded 
on the pofTible extinction of the then reign¬ 
ing line, in the perfon of the EleCtor Maxi-, 
milian Jofeph, brother to the Princefs con¬ 
duced likewife, as is believed, to determine 
the choice in ifer favour. The event then 
forefeen, having lince taken place, has ^ven 
rife to the war which actually fubfifts be¬ 
tween Auftria and Pruffia. While the mar¬ 
riage was ftill undetermined, the Emprefs 
Queen, deftrous of hearing the private %i!ti- 
ments entertained by ibofe about her, 
relative to the perfons of the two PrincejJes, 
Saxon and Bavarian, took occafion to confult 
a Nobleman of the Court on the fubjeCt; 
requefting him to inform her candidly, 
w’hicli of them he would prefer, if it was. 
hU own cafe. As he had feen them both, 
and was a profefted admirer of fcmald 

charnUt. 
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ctiarms, no man could be more able to form 
a judgment. But, though he was accuftomed 
to converie with her Mnjcity in the mod unre- 
ferved manner, and to fpeak very freely to her 
on almod every topic; iic felt the quettion to 
be peculiarly delicate, and therefore williedto 
decline giving cither his opinion or advice. 
!Maria Therefa prefling him neverthelefs to 
Jpeak his fentiments, and aHuring him that 
he could not oiTend her by any remarks or 
obfervations, however fevere? “ Jevousavoue 
“ done, Madame, anfwcrcd he, queti j etois 
le maitre de mes anions, je ne voudrois ni 
“ runcnirautredecesPrincefles: mais, le 
** couteauaugofier, et (levant abfolument en 
“ jnendre uiie, je choilirois plutdt la 15avB- 
** roife, pareeque aumoinsatellede gorge.” 
The Emprefs, far from being prudilh, or 
affefting any gravity on theoccafion,laughed 
heartily at the rcafon afiigned for his pre¬ 
ference, which flie admitted to be excel¬ 
lent, and by no means devoid of foundation. 
The Nobleman to whom 1 allude, related to 
me himfel^^ this anecdote. 


On 
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On the fifteenth of January 1765, the 
Princefs Maria Jofepha having arrived at 
Viennafrom Munich, the marriage ceremony 
was immediately performed, without even 
allowing her previoufly to change her drefs, 
which was a riding habit. I amalfured by 
ladies who were prefent at the nuptials, that 
i[\e was at that time by no means an obje6l 
of diftafte or averfion; though Ihe pofTeHed 
neither the elegance of manners, nor the ac¬ 
compli (hments of her predecefTor, the Infanta 
of Parma. Her hufband himfelf, as far as 
external appearances indicated, feemed to be 
not diffatished with her; and it was hoped 
thal the plcafing or conciliating qualities of 
her mind and difpofition, might compenfate 
for the want of perfonal attra6tions. Even 
her enemies admit that ihe was amiable, 
obliging, affable to all, and difpofed to 
every kind or benevolent fentiment; but, 
her underftanding was narrow, as well as de¬ 
ficient in cultivation. Humble andrefpefii:- 
ful to a degree of obfequioufnefs in her be¬ 
haviour towards Jofeph, whom ihe loved 

with 
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x»ith ardor, flie vainly tried by every mean» 
to acquire feme intereft in his aflfediionsv 
Her careiTes and her fondnefs only tended 
^il! more to alienate from her bis heart. 

1 do not confider myfelf at liberty to di- 
Tulgeall thatimayknow, or may have beard, 
rekitivetotheperfon of the unfortunate Prin- 
cefs in queftion; nor, from the peculiarity of 
fbe fubje€l, could fueb a difclofure be made 
without wounding decorum. Itiscertainthat 

, ihe had natural defe^, which prevented the 
acconiplilbnient of the great objeft of the 
alliance; namel}’, her producing children. 
Thefe defers, from their very nature, could 
not, or ought not, to have l)een unknown 
to the Eledtor of Bavaria her brother; and 
it was perhaps no lefs injudicious, than it was 

I 

in fa6k diihonorable, not to have declared 
them previous to the treaty of marriage, 
]3y the confeiTion of the King of the Romans 
himfelf, the nuptials were fcarcely con- 
funimated, though (he was once believed 


tobe\t’ith child; and on that account, or 
that pretext, when the reft of the 

Imperial 
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ImperiaJ Family went into- the Tyrol, in 
the fummer of the year 1 7(15, flie remained 
behind at Vienna. But, all expe^lion of 
ilTueiTom this inauTpicious union having foon 
vunilhecl, Jofcph evenceafeci to cohabit with 
her, and expreiTcd towards her only dii^ft. 
The recollc&ion of his firft wife, naturally 
increafedhis diflike to thefecond,of which he 
made no fecret to thole with whom heJiied 
on terms of intimacy. As if to complete the 
misfortune of the Queen -of the Homans, u. 
violent fcorbutic humour, that covered her 
face and body with eruptions, rendered it 
ampoffible toapproachher withoutfcntimenU 
of repugnance- Jofeph, in the bitternefs 
of his vexation, frequently lamented hi* 
■deltiny, which had united him tol'uch a Prio' 
cefs. A Lady of the Court, with whom 
he lived in the deleft friendlhip, and who, 
from her virtues, as well as from tlie 
periority of l»er mind, merited all his con* 
ftdence ; has alTured me, that he nfed fre¬ 
quently to come to her, in order, by her 
confoling converfation and fociety, to eu* 
deavour to dilTipate bis chagrin. Dif^lq^g 

T to 
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to her his domeilic vexations, and contra(l> 
ing the perfonal as %vell as mental qualities 
of his firft and fecond wife; “Ma femme,” 
faid he, “ me devient infupportable. Je 
“ ny refifte plus. On veut que j’ai des 
“ en&ns. Le moycn d’cn avoir ? lincore, 
“ fi je pourrois mettre le bout du doigt 
** fur la plus petite partie de fon corps, 
qui n'6toit pas couverte de boutons, je 
“ tacherois d'avoir des eiifans.” Anne of 
Cleves could not have been more odious to 
Henry the Hightli, than was the Bavarian 
Princefs to Jofoph the Second. 

Of all the Imperial Family, the Emperor 
Francis alone treated her with teudcrnels, 
protected and flickered her. The goodnets 
of his heart, and the mildnefs of his nature, 
inclined him to pity a wretched Princefs, who 
was much more an objci^ of conipaflion, than 
of detefl^iou. But, his death, ^hich took 
place only feven months after her marriage. 


filled up the meafure of her misfortunes. 
Ojljl the arrival of the intelligence of that 
Ipfent from Infpruck at Vienna, flie w'ept 

' bitterly, 
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bitterly? often exclaming in the aoguifti of her 
feelings, “ Ah ! Malheureufe ! j'ai perdue 
“ mon feul Appui!” Jofeph, by his father’s 
deccafe, became Emperor of Germany; but 
the increale of her dignity produced no ame¬ 
lioration whatfoever of the young Emprefs’s 
private condition. During the remainder of 
her life, which was only a leriesof privations 
and mortifications, flie faw herfelf neglected, 
derpifed and abandoned. Even her inother- 
in-liiw, the EmprefsQueen, though naturally 
bencflcentand kind to all, vet is faid to have 
behaved towards her with coldnefs. The 
Archduchefs Chriftina, who hud always 
oppofed the alliance, was at no pains lo 
conceal her averfion for the Bavarian Prin- 
cclis. Jofeph, neither mollihed by her 
fubmiflion, nor touched by her attachment, 
continued to treat her with contemptuous 
iiegle6t; though her confeioufnefs of being 
difpleahng to him was fuch, and her appre^ 
benfion of him fo ftrong, that ftie would 
tremble and turn pale, whenever he entered 
the room. 

peath 
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Death at length releafed them from their 
mutual wretchednefs. The young Emprefs 
fickencd of the fmallrpox, in the month of 
May 1767} and thefymptoms» from the be* 
ginning, were confidered to be of the moft 
alarming nature. Alaria Therefa herfelf 
caught the diftemper from her daughter-in- 
law, but finally recovered. Ah long as his 
mother remained in health, the Emperor ex¬ 
cused himfelf from Yifiting his wife, under 
pretence that he Ihould incur the danger of 
communicating to the Emprcls Queen fo 
fatal a diforder. It was in vain that the 
unhappy Princefs, apprehenfive of licr ap¬ 
proaching end, aideutiy requelied once 
more to fee her hulband. SJje even wrote 
to him, as it is fuid, to demand this luft 
proof of his regard. Jofeph ftill continued 
iflfle.xible; but, after his mother had con- 
traid;ed the fame malady, there remained 
jko loQiger any decent excufe for his rcfufal. 
He vidted the dying Emprefs, and 

his concern for her fituation. 
fpecies of fmall-pox which fhe had 
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contracicd, ^vas of fo malignant a kind, that 
it is aflinncd, die mortified in many parts of 
her body before death. Portions of her 
luce became black and putrid ; fo that had 
Ihe even fun ived, ftie would probably have 
become an obje 6 t too hideous for ;ight. 
Under fiich circumftanccs, her diflblution, 
which took place on the 28 th of May 1767 , 
could only Ihj regarded by all as a fortunate 
rcleafe. It is not a little lingular, that the 
tw o wives of Jofeph tlie Second Ibould both 
ha^■e been carried off by tlic fame diftemper, 
in the courfe of three years and a half; after 
having eonftitiiled, one his felicity, and the 
other his inisi’ortunc. Hehas.conftantly re- 
jpfcted all propolilions of entering a third’ 
time into the married ftate, and it is be? 
lieved that he will perfift in his determi¬ 
nation. 

* 

During the life of the firft Archduchefe, 
to whom he was tenderly attached,, Jofeph 
was never fuppofed to feel a diftinguilhifig 
preference for any other woman. Even 
after her deccafe, he remained fo long'a 

s 
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jprey to grief, that the Emprefs Queen hcr- 
ielf did not fcruple to encourage and requcft 
the moft beautiful or accompliftied women 
bf the Court, to endeavour to roufe lum 
from his dejeftion. His fecond marriage 
fer from renewing the Ifappinefs that he 
had experienced in the firit, only rendered 
him by comparifon more wretched. In 
fneh a fituation, it Avas no lefs natural than 
venial, that he fhould form ah attachment, 
ht leaft of mind, to feme objeft. Among 
the ladies of the higheft quality at Vienna, 
might juftly be accounted Mademoifelle de 
Battiani. As fhe was the daughter of Mar- 
ihal Prince Battiani, who had been Jofeph s 
governor, their acquaintance commenced 
Bt a very early period of their lives. Her 
■peribn, if not beautiful, was elegant and 
interefting ; her mind and manners pleaf- 
ing, no lefs than accomphftied. When ’/cry 
young, ihe had been married to Count 
Windifchgratz, a match which was always 
cbhfidered as one formed by mutual in- 
i-cIMtiofi. 


Driven 
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Dri\«n by doraeftic infelicity to find 
confolation and amufement abroad, the 
Emperor, during feveral years, previous, as 
well os fubfequent, to the death of his 
fecoiid wife, fliewed towards Madame de 
Windifchgratz the moft confiant and diftin- 
giiiihing attention. In a felefl fociety with 
her, the Countefs Efterhazi her fifter, and 
a few others of both fexes, he was accuf- 
tomed to pafs moft of his evenings. Among 
the number of perfons ufually admitted, 
was Count Choteck, for wlioin it Weis fup- 
pofed that fhe felt a much greater par¬ 
tiality than for Jofeph. But, as (he always 
treated his imperial Mujefty with marks 
of regard and predileflion, he appears 
n(‘ither to have felt or expreffed any jea- 
loufy on that accoimt. His paffion, if fuch 
it can with propriety be denominated, was 
unqueftionably not of a nature to exad any 
fatrificos incompatible with female honor. 
Whether the moderation of his defii^s, or 
the virtue of the Countefs, formed her beft 
fecilVity,it is certain that her chara6ter never' 

£ £ 3 fofiered 
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fuffercd any juft attaint from the Emperor's 
affiduities. Tliey had for their principal, 
if not foie ohjeft, her converfation and fo- 
cioty. Content with this intercourfc, he 
probably afpired to nothing beyond it, and 
was rather to be confidered as her friend 
and companion, than as her lover. 

Madame de \^'indifchgratz’s healtli and 
confutation, which were iiaturaily deli¬ 
cate, having fuffered fo much from the 
fevero .clunate and penetrating winds of 
Auftria, that fhe w’as menaced with a con- 
fumption, the baths and air of Pila were 
recommended by Uil Ptiyficians. She ac¬ 
cordingly repaired thitlicr Ibme years ago, 
accompanied by her hufband. After palling 

about twelve months in Italv, flie returned 

♦< 

to Vienna, apparently in perlcct health, and 
completely recovered. Far from appearing 
to have fuftained any diminution by ab- 
fence, on the contrary, the Emperor’s at¬ 
tachment and; attentions redoubled towards 
j het.;' j^tjwith the approach of whiter, her, 
complaints,. which had lain dormant for 
15 fomc 
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ibme' months, reviving with violence, foon 

4 « 

alTumed a dangerous afpeft; and all the 
lymptoms of a confinned diforder of the 
lungs manifefted themfelves. In this fitua- 
tion, Jofeph lliewed her proofs of partiality^ 
which while they did honor to the gobdnels. 
of his heart, ftilliciently proved that his at¬ 
tachment had for its principal obje 61 , qua¬ 
lities unconne6led with perfonal beauty. An 
Ihe was rendered by her malady unable to 
partake of public diverfions, or even lo ap¬ 
pear in company, he ufed to pafs almpft 
every evening at her houfe. In the months 
of February and March 1777, when her 
cough had fo enfeebled her, that ftie w'as no 
longer in a Hate to converfe, he not only 
continued' liis vifits, but in order to amufe 
and enliven her, was accuftomed to read to 

4 

her for feveral hours at a time. 

Soon'afterwards, in April 1777, being 
then about to vifit France, he went on the 

t 

morning of his departure, to take a laft leave 
of Madame de Windifchgratz ; an inter¬ 
view which mull have bepn extremely pain- 

£ E 3 
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ful, as both were equally confcioqs that tjl^ey 
Cbould probably fee each other no more. A 
lady of the Court told me, that flie ac- 
cidentdJy paffed the Emperor, as he a as 
afcending the il»rcafe H’luch led to the 
Countefs's apartn^t. She added, that he 
ftopt, with intent to fpeak to her, bqt his 
voice, which was almoft choked, betrayed 
his agitation and dldrefs. In elTe^l, they 
never met*again, as Madame de M^indilch- 
gratz died in the following month. It is 
natural to fuppofe that Jofeph mud have 
been very deeply fenfible to fuch an event. 
I am nevertlielefs aifured, that if he was fo, 
be expreded at lead no extraordinary con¬ 
cern, nor manifeded much emotion 011 re¬ 
ceiving the intelligence ; a circumdance 
only to be explauied by fuppodng that he 
could not be ignorant of, or unprepared 
for it, the nature of her difordcr leaving no 
Iiope of her recovery. When the informa¬ 
tion re^cd him, it mud likewife be recol-' 
lei^d mat he was didant irom her, and 
^drrpunded at Paris hy a thoufund objefli, 

calculated 
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calculated to occupy his mind, or diiba^ 


his attention. 

Whatever was the nature of the Emperor s 
attachment to her, whether it partook moft 
of efteem, of friendAiip, or of tendernefs; 
his heart appears to have been by no meams 
Amt againft other female impreiTions, even 
during her life. Previous to her deceale, 
he had already maiiifcfted a ftrong partiality 
lor the Princefs Charles Lichtenftein; who, 
if Aic did not fupplant Madame de Win- 
difchgratz in his Majefty's affections, at 
lead occupied a very diftinguilbed place in 
his regard. . When the latter was no more, 
Jofepli transferred all his attentions to the 
Princefs, and they continue to fubfift at this 
moment in their full force. She is daughter 


of the Count of OetUngue Spielberg, and' 
may be now four-and-thirty years of age^., 
As long ago as the year 1761, Aie married, 
Priuce Charles Lichtenftein, one of the ' 
moft gallant, amiable, and hapdfome noble* 
men of the Imperial Court. Her perfbn is 
pleaftng».aQd though her features Moaot be 

£ E 4 efteemed 
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efteeracd regular, their exprefllon is admir¬ 
able. Her mouth is peculiarly beautiful, 
and over her whole fijmre is diffufed an air 

C/ 

of modefty, intelligence, and dignity, rarely 
blended in any woman. She poliellt^s be- 
lides, an enlarged and cultivated mind, a 
fund of amufing converfation, and powers 
of enteitaining, as well as improving, very 
fuperior to the generality of her lex in 
Vienna. In mentioning thefe particulars, 
i fpeak in fome meafure from my own 
knowledge, added to information, as I have 
the honor to he perfonally acquainted witli 
her. 

Flattered as ilic unqueftionably is with the 
partiality, and gratified by the attentions of 
the firft Crowned Head in Europe, Ihe has iu- 
variably a6ied wii h fuch caution and regard 
to her own honor, as to maiutain unimpeach¬ 
ed the purity of her character. No perfon 
here ventures to fuppofe, and ilill lels to af- 
fert, that,^e has made to him any concefiion 
inconiiftent with the ilri6tefi; virtue. She is 

i 

the obje6t'bf Jofeph’s ufife^tion and friend- 
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ftlip; not his mhtrefs. Thofe who know 

her, entertain the fimiell convi6iion, that 

even if the Emperors folicitations were 

ever fo firono;, yet her fenfe of what ihe 

owes to her family and herfelf, added to a 

religious and fcrious turn of mind, would 

render her fuperior to fedu6tion. But, 

Jofeph^s attachment to her is not perfonalj 

in the ordinary acceptation of the term; 

dioiigh it may be difficult to fay what are 

the prccife limits which his moderation, or 

her priiK-ipIes, affix to tire connexion. She 

j’arely, or never receives him alone, though 

ffie fees him continually at her own houfe, 

as well as in private fociety. Even at. the 

ibeatn?, a lady conftantly remains in the' 

box with her, when his Majefty is there. 

A conduct, which is the reverfe of the late 

Emperor s; who, when he was in the Princefe 
^ % 

of Auertberg’s box, never admitted any in- 
trulion, aud locked it on the infide. It is 
in the converfation of tlie Princels Charles 
Lichtenftein, that Jofeph finds the moH^ 
pleafing relaxation from public hufinefs, as 

well 
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as from priv’ate difquletade; and this 
confidence probably forms the principal tye 
by which they are united. She difclaims 
even tlie fm/tlleil political influence or credit 
with the Emperor. I have heard herdofo; 
while he, on his ilde, frequently cites as a 
maxim from which no Sovereign iliould 
deviate; that “ Princes never ought to al- 
“ low a woman, let her merit or talents be 
** wliat they may, to acquire an afcendancy 
** over their affections, on account of the 
political confequences which almoR al- 
“ ways refult from fuch a paflion.” 

At this very time, his Imperial Majcfiy 
nfiially pafles four evenings every week, 
with the Princefs Charles Lichtehftein, and 
a little circle chiefly compofed of females. 
Tlie ladies are, belides the Princefs herfelf, 
her After, the Countefs Emeft Kaunitz, her 
fifl«r-in-law, the Princefs Francis Lichten* 
ftein, and the two Princeffes Clari and 
Kiniki. Marfhal Lacy, who has locen at¬ 
tached near twenty years to the Princefs 
Francis Lichtenftein, is generally admitted 
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inlQ thU feleO^^ Tociety; and Count Roih»- 
berg, the Lord Chamberlaiii,*is 
^metimes, of the party. lie is one of the 
moft pleafing noblenien of 6ie 
Court; who, wuler a cold ejkterior, coHoesds 
<|ualkies ccjually and ingratisitiiig- 

Politbcd in his maimers, cultiratod in Urif 
uuilerdainling, and highly acceptable to im 
mailer; if he poileiled ambition e(}ttal to his 
talents, it is probable, that he might* »|; 
fome iiiture time,.a6la eoitfpicuoiH part on 
the political theatre. But, liis love of pWa- 
lure, joined to tlie indolence of his temper, 
will retain him alwa)*® in the fluitle. Neir 
ther Prince Charles Lichteiiftein, nor Id* 
broliier Prince Francis, ever prefurae !l» hi- 
\ ade this Coterie, though their w iv^s coip- 
{M)fe its moft interefting parts. TheFreueb 
Embaflador, Monlicur do Bretcuil, at ii» 
particular requeft, was once or t« ice allowed^ 
to be prefent there- Finding howe^r^ ^ 
hU iutruiion was not acceptable to thejEni**’' 
-peror, and that it impofed a degfoe of rer; 

Uraintv. 
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‘ftraint on the plcafures of tlie company, he 
/withdrew hhnfelf, and returned no more. 

Tlie perfons above named, male and fe¬ 
male, meet ^ternately at each other 8 lioules, 
to which Jofcph repairs with the utmoll pri¬ 
vacy, unattended and alone. I know that he 
himfelf conilitutes the principal entertain¬ 
ment of the party, and its chief occupation. 
He commonly talks, while the ladles liiten 
and admire. Lacy, as well us Rofemberg, 
are probably too experienced Courtiers, to 
invade fo facred a prerogative. Cards are 
never brought, for the Emperor difiikes them; 
the laft time that he over fat down to play, 
having been in 1764, after his coronation at 
Franefort. It is true that the ladies, defirous 
of varying tlic evening anuifomcnl, attempt¬ 
ed, fome time ago, to introduce a hook, by 
way of change; but, the experiment did not 
fucceed. Joleph prefers con\‘erfation. On 
the three evenings of the week, which he does 
not pafs in the above-mentioned fociety; un- 


kis prevented by public bulinefs, he com¬ 
monly 
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monly goes for a Ihort time tp the Prihcefs ' 
Etierliazi’s, oiv to Madame,^ Burckhaufeafs. 
During the courfe of tlie prefent 
unlike the laft, he has {hewn himfelf rarely 
at Prince Kaunitz’s, or in any numerous' 
companies. . .... 

Joleph the Second is rather above tbim 
below the middle fize, and in no.d^^nep in¬ 
clined to corpulency. Though not hand- 
fome, he may .be accounted agreeable inhia 
perfon, and when young, he mwft have 
been elegant. Thole j^erfons who faw him 
on the day of his nupthds with the Phncels 
of Parma, wdien he was magnificently ha¬ 
bited in tlie old Spaniih drefs, which ^.as 
calculated to add to the natural advantages 
of his figure; allert, that they never behelji, 
a finer youth. The Countefs of Pergen^' 
who was a fpefiatrefs of his cp^ondtionL at 
Fisuicfort in,1764, has declared to me,,that 
he appeared to her the molt majeltic. and 
Uriking obje6l on which {he oygr looked»' 
w hen he was inyeiled with tlie, ro}"al robes 
and Inlignia; his thick hair &lling dpwA 

over 
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oter bid back in nogIet'?i. He had tljen a 
bead of Iratf} fiMh as is aft^Hbed to polio 
Uy the Poets. SO'^ald is he now become 
fit only thirty-eight, tliat on the croWn of 
liiti bead, fcarcoiy any eoveriiig remains ; 
auid in order to conceal the defeO, ho wears 
toupee. His queue is very thin, Imt 
it is his lown, and not an artificial one, like 
thilt of the Great Predorir. 

*■ Ilk? Emperors cwinlt-nancr is full of 
, tttcaidng and mfelbgencp. I ha>c rarely 
&Oda'yhore fpcaking phybognomy; and it 
iohl^frihle to look at him, without con> 
ctdtbig a &voorable hlea of his umlerhand- 
ii^; His eye, which is quick, fparkles with 
amiittEdon. Tlte contour of his fare is long 
0^ thiiV, hio .c$miple\!on fair, his nofe aqui- 
fiaa, bis teeth w'Inte, evcii, and good. An air 
^ ^ind^ wddeh is fprend over his festures, 
piba fa and pr<^iKUccs in his favour. Tlte 
ibriMtkni of his body ahd legi is by no means 
iddnst deieti, though he is capable of fevere 
iWifCifK of htitflining great fatigue. 
Kbr^caa' bid general tiate of bealfii be ac* 

counted 

»t> 
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counted fuch, as to adbrd a reafonable proi^ 

4 

pe6t of his attaining; to veiy advanced «ge. 
Beiidcs the aneurifm in his leg, which 1 hove 
formerly mentioned, he has another extra* 
ordinary fource of difeafe ; it is an excrel* 
cence, of the nature of a wen, on the crown 
of his head, which naturally increafes in fiae* 
and may become dangerous in procefs of 
time. Confcious of the hazard that he mud 
incur, if it fliould grow large, or fuppurate; 
lie has already confuUed Brambilla his fui|^ 
geon, on the fubjedl, who means to extraft 
it with the knife: an operation, which it is 
probable Avill not be long delayed. .. ■ 
No Prince can be more indifferent, than 
the Emperor, with regard to ail the ‘deli* 
cacies, indulgences, and luxuries of 
Few fovereigns devote fo much thu^'to 
bufinefs, and fo little to pleafure or 
tion. It is very rare that he em-xsak^ 
any perfon wait, m Ho comes to ap^ 

pointment. * ** 1 was acciirt 0 intd;’’'fay 4 
“ to pafs too many hours in ttiy fetlifer’s an* 
tichamber, not to know from oxperiencai 

“ how 
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** how linpleafant fuch a detention muft bo 
“to others,” Francis by no means ob- 
ferved the fame punfluality in giving au¬ 
dience. Jofeph rifes early, and takes for 
breakfeft .either coifee and milk, or choco¬ 
late, witii which be mixes water, fcluom 
eating any thing at that time. In order 
todlfpatoh public bufinefs with more facility, 
he generally dines alone; his dinner being 
drefled in I'lc great kitclion of the palace; 

he has no pnvalf kilch(‘n. I’i.-* meal, 
except on meagre (la\s, or in J.enl, conlifts 
of ire dilhes; a fea;*, Donillk', vegetables, a 
FricaPee, and a Roli. Thofc arc brought to 
his. apai tmcn» in f. v. df;ep dilhes, plaeod 
one upon the odie/, a» llh '•’ra'Lcurs” are 
ufed to do; and when rerd), tiiey aic laid 
on the ilove which heats the - ooni, in order 
to keep them warm. The nominal hour for 
bis dinner is two o^clock, but frequently ho 
is fo, ocot^ied, that he does not iit dov n 
tiU fiv^;‘and ho'^tlien fwallows it half cold, 
with only 4 Hngl^ fervant to attend on him. 
Though, he /?ats heartil3% it is without any 

degree 
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degree of delicacy, or feleftion; and ha U fi> 
ind^erent about every thing relating to the 

28 game 

from poultry. Wine he rarely touchea; 
and when he does, only in veiy IhoaQ 
quapnty. 

AVhile the Emperor is at dinner, he ' 
generally talks to the perfon who wa’*3 on 
him, and afterwards frequently refumes the 
bufinefs of the day. This is his conftant 
mode cf Tfc here in Vienna, fcarcely ever 
jnl>endlng iii the fociety of a few inends: a 
part of his chai-aflM-1 y no meana ''riahle^ 
und in which he c«>rtmn)y does rot either 
imitate or refemblc tlie gmit philofopher o£ 

“ San® Souci,” who temper*' vhe cares of* 


table, that he fcarcely diilinguiil 


royalty bv tlie practice of Horace and AaOr 
creon ; by the rirc’'lation of the gla&, and , 
the company of men of letters, genius otg 
talle. JofepVs repails are fplitaxy, 
hnillied,and deititute of gaietyandc<nivT'i^; 
ity. Wlien travelling, or on a catnpMgttl h^ 
relaxes however from thb/everity, e4tj 
the officers or noblemen about bij|l|ieifo ^ 


vot. II. 
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fskl^tit^gh extrem^y temp^te m erery 

yet he » rommuntcutive^ hrelyi 
‘ai!td enterttining at table. 

la bodily accom^lilhm^ta the Emperor 
iff not deficieot; Aipplying in a^livity'what 
hft urants either in {kill or addrefs. He rides 
irdh ph^S'at Tennis, and b fond of bunt¬ 
ing, or rather of {booting. The exerClfes as 
welL m dittrBona peculiarly cbaxa^icriftic of 
youth, ha lio lotigci* confiders as proper for 
lus dmh of life; and that of dancing in. 
^paiti6n)ar, beUias long renounred. When 
Archduke, he dancetl extromel^ well; and 
eren hb accelTion to tiie Imperial 

digntt^l he has not declined it on particu- 
%>T OoeafioQ^* The lalt time that he dunced 
^»oil)fickfy.at Court, was foon after the death 
^hi^'jfehoad.'^ife, about eleven years ago, 
^ Sk fiQierb ** Bailor" with feveral of the 
yobhg pobihl^ of both fenes. His partner 

AtQttdt>Phe& Amelia* Ghee married 
PabiBL'-af Fama* and who was then 

iQfAr beatltiittl PrinceiTes in £u-* 
/wof© fif fiipefV fancy drefe ; and 

a air- 
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a circumftance -wliich feeait 
(lidory to the other featoteSiof hi* 1^ 
ter is, that he not only put on Rougl^! 
felf, but commanded ail the ^tlemen trlko 
danced in the Ballet” with him^^to dn 
the iame. ' 

The late Emperor FVaaeis, diough iUpe^ 
hcial and ignorant in the eil^tiai biraflehes 
of education or improTOdi e nt, yet 
many qu^hties calculated ^aarie'^'diid' 
Conciliate mankind. He* wae a litiiMi ' 
tedor of all the fine arfeSt partlciilaily'iid^' 
iic, Painting, and Sculpiura. 
hul to expend rery coniiderabie iazn4 in ^ 
encouragement, or the iqpport of artifla ei&H 
nent in thofe walks. jQ%>h, -on 'the cob^ 
trary, appeared be wholly isSetifible to 
the arts, not oidy beiore bis &tbei^e death, 
but, for a cofiiiderable time fubfe^pient ^ 
that eluent. So littie taBohad be jhr pak^ ^ 
ing, that he ufindly turned ids 'Wit 



eodo^red by nature widi ii'duBStei^ 
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he betrayed no partiality even for mufic. 
For fedentary occupations, for reading, and 
the improvement that rcfultb from the ftudy 
of polite letters, he manifefted a total difin- 
dinalion. Hy degrees, houcier, lusindifter- 
ence for v*orks of genius has diminiflicd. 
He found it impoHible to >ifit Italj', and to 
become fantiliar, with tlie inomimmis of 
art prohtfely fbattered over tlial beautiful 
cotmtiy, without catching fume portion of 
enthqGafm. On lus return from Rome and 
Florence, fome years ago, he l^egan gradu¬ 
ally to dilplay this change in his charafler ; 
1 )}’ caiiiing the GneR pie'*cs of painting to be 
rollefied from all the palaces of the lanprefs 
Queen, and brought to the “ Bchcdere/' 
He even fuperintended^in peifjn, and di- 
refted the placing of the moft capital piflurcs 
in the galleiy of the above-mentioned palace* 


Pnnee Kaunltz piques Inmfelf on liuMng, 
by hisexampld and exhortations, unakened, 
directed,' and formed the Emperor’s tallc. 


.He U no Itmger infenGble to the charms 
ofikiuGc^ aTi4 at this time has pri- 
< h't vate 
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vale concerts frequently in hb own apart> 
ments, where he and his brother the Great 
Duke of Tufeany perform in perfon. On the 
liarpficliord Jofeph plays in a malierly man¬ 
ner, acconjpanying the inftrument with his 
%oice ; and he Is no mean performer on the 
\ iolin. But, as a patron of learning, or of the 
fine arts, it muft nevcrtlielefs be admitted, 
that lie neilhermanifefts the fume pirinon,nor 
extends to tkcni the fume munificent pro- 
teHion, \\hicli diflinguifhed his father. 

By tiic (Icnvifc of the late Emperor, he 
fucceeded, vnhout farther form of elc6tion, 
to the Imperial dignity; and he was at the 
fame time conftliuted hy Maria Therefa, 
co-regent of idl the hereditary dominions 
of the rioufc jf Aiftria ; an example which 
has hitherto neitlicr been imitated by Ca¬ 
therine the Second in Ruffia, nor by Mary 
of Braganza in Portugal. Thofe Princeffes, 
though both of them have fons already at an 
age to mix in council, or to aflame an a£hve 
part in ftate-affairs; ^ ct, far from aflbeiating 
them to the Government, have on the con- 

rF3 ' triE^’ 
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tf^ny retfuned the whole royal authority in 
.their own hands. Perhaps their are moments, 
when the £mpre& Queen may regret that 
ibe has delegated any portion of her power 
to her fon. UnqueitiotBbly they have dif- 
ietod in featiment, on more than one im< 
por^t meafure; and Frederic well knows 
that it 16 Jofeph, not Maria Therefa, with 
whom he is in contending at this hour, 

. O ' 

le Bavarian fucceflion. She remains in¬ 
deed the efficient Sovereign, and is confidercd 
as fuqh by hor fubje^ts. But the degree of 
dignity and confequcncc which is annexed 
to the impeiiQl Crown, added to the con< 


fideration of her lex, age, and incrraling 
infirmities, conduce to give to the Emperor 
very great and indefinUe powers, both at 
home and abroad. Her maternal fondnefs 


has conferred, and the a^ivity, combined 
with the amlMtion of his chara 6 ler, impel 
him to hxercilc many prerogatives, which 
!ftn£hie& cannot be his till after her de- 
It ^is difficult, peihaps impoffible 
define, what arc the precile limits oi' 

their 
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ihfir rrfpe6tive preio^tives^ but many 
lilts* of Hate ei'idently originate witli, and 
arc promulgated by Jofeph, rather tJiao by 
Maria Tlierefa. They bear the Hnoip df 
liis mind, ^\hich only ^\aited for the fignal 
of his futiicr's death, to develope and ex¬ 
pand itfelf in a certain degree. I ihall illuT* 
trate this obfcrvatioii, which 1 have already- 
made elfewbere, by an enumemtion of 
fomeof the leadingmeafuresof Jofephlince 
1765, in his capacity of Emperor of Ger¬ 
many, as well as in that of co-regent of 
Hungary and Bohemia., It is by following 
thefc guides, tliat we Oiall be beft able to 
form an eftimale of his real.cliarafter, dif- 
pofition, and talents. 

The fird a6t of 1 ^ adminiftmtion, though 
one whicli was rather perfonal than political, 
merited great eulogiums, and tended to con¬ 
vey on elevated idea of bis way of thinking 
on pecuniary points. The late Emperor, who 
always conlidcred himfelf as a foreigner, left 
not only various landed eftates ur 
and Hungary, purchafed with his 0 

F f 4 during 


Germany 
rn money 
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daring his ; but, likewife, a contiderable 
fom in ready caih, all which dofcended to his 
eldeft ion. Joi^h retained the lands, but 
he inil&ntly ga%'e up the money, amounting 
to fome millions of florins, as a fund for 
paying the debts of the Crown; thus leaving 
hnnfelf, in fome meafure, dependent on the 
bounty of bis mother. Such a proof that 
he felt no feparate or priMite intereil dlfUn^l 
from that of the State, necefTarily imprcHcd 
his fubje^ with rcfpe^ for his chaTa6ler, and 
is never mentioned here without a juR tri¬ 
bute of praife. 1 

This aft of difinlcrcftednefs ’was imme¬ 
diately fucceeded by another, calculated to 
acquire uhiverfal popularity, and to conci¬ 
liate in a peculiar manner the affeftions of 
the lower ranks. On the north of Vienna 
arc iltuated two very extenhve porks, or 
gardens; one called the “ Prater,” the other 
the “ Ilof Garten,” almoft adjoining the 
city itfclf. As both were the immediate 
property of the Emprefs Queen, none ex¬ 
cept perfons jof quality were e\er allowed 

to 
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lo. filter them ; and eii that fa% ored order 
enjoyed that privilege onlyduring particular 
months of the year. Jofeph, inftantly after 
his accclTioD, threw open both thefo pleafurcs 
gardens, and gave tlie moft ample per- 
miffion to every perfon, of whatever dc- 
feription, to walk or lide in them, at all 
feafons. The game lavts have likcwife 
been relaxed, and leave has been granted to 
the peafants to fire on, and dcllroy the wild 
boars; animals, which, under the late reign, 
were regarded as facred, and who com¬ 
mitted with impunity the greateft ravages 
on the lands of the farmers. This cdiQi 
excitefl no little difeontent among the no^ 
bility ; but its effefls on the inferior orders 
may be cafily conceived. Other regulations, 
favourable to the perfond emancipation of^ 
the latter clafs from the feverity of feudal 
rights, and tending to diminilli the power 
of the great landed proprietors, have lince 
been ilTued by the Emperor. 

All his meafures feem more or lefs obvi- 
ouily dirod cd to fuppreis cxpence, and to 

expedite 
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expe<rite or facilitate the difpatch. of public 
bulinefs in everj" department. Francis 
lovpd diverfions, entertainments, and the 
fplendor of royalty; Jofeph refembles him 
in'none of thefe refpe&s. During the late 
reign, there always exifted a French theatre 
in Vienna; but, as the concourfe of people 
who ifforted to it, was not fufficiently nu¬ 
merous to defray the expenccs of the houfe, 
gtwnmg-tables were permitted by Govern¬ 
ment. Every Faro table paid ten ducats*, 
or. about four guineas, to the managers of 
♦he Aeatre; and* from tliis fource, aided 
by the Emperor's private liberality, the 
French Comedy derived a great part of its 
fuppQrt. His prefent Majelty publiibcd an 
Ordonnance,^' 011 his attaining the Im- 
periad^dignity, by which, Faro, and every 
odier Game of Hazard, ptevioufly allowed 
at the Frendi Theatre, were prohibited. The 
neceffery <x>nfequencc of fuch a regulation, 
^was the loft of the Comedy itfelf, wliich 
i.tjottld IK) longer fubfifr, unkfs by a pccu- 
gmtidpatioii from 'the private purfo 
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of the Sovereign, >»hich he did not think 
pi'oper to beftow on a company of foreign 
comedians. 

From the Theatre, Jofeph proceeded to 
regulate the Court, and all the public oflires. 
During the late Empcroris life, the number 
of birth-days and Gala-Hays obferved at 
Court, was pro^ligious, amounting to near 
forty in a year. AH the nobility, minifiers, 
and great ofticers, civil as well as militaiy« 
appeared at the drawing-room on thofe occa- 
iions; and the e> pence neceflarily incurred 
by the fplenclid fuits worn, was frequently 
productive of ferious inconvenience. One 
of the fiidl acts of Jol<*ph wiis totally to 
abolifli both Gala and birth-days. He ap¬ 
pointed at the fame time, the firft of Ja¬ 
nuary, as the anniverfary on which all the 
nobility ihould kifs the Emprefs Queen's and 
his hand; prohibiting any Ibrt of public 
notice to be taken, or any attention to be 
to all other days without exception. 
Ho even enforces fo rijrid an obfervance of this 
onier, as not to permit liisimmcdiatefer^’ants 

and 
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&nd Attendants to exprefs the lead mark of 
ieftivily, or to make the (lighteft alter¬ 
ation in tlieir ordinary drefs, on his own 
hirth-dav. 

Til! the death of Francis in 1765, the 

4 

old Spanifti liabit, derived from the time of 
the Emperor Charles the Fifth, w'as iini- 
vcrfolly vim at the Court of Vienna, on 
ell days of Gala or of rei'cniony. Francis, 
who fcarcely ever appeared in a uniform, 
vas accuftomed to change his drefles very 
frequently, and affefted magnificence of 
apparel. Jofeph ha** never worn any coat 
except a uniform, ilrice his fathcr^s dccoafc. 
The Spanifll habit, though fplendid and im- 
pofmg, connected it with many inconvenien¬ 
ces : among others, long prclcription had 
authorized, that the Aulic -Counfellors never 
could meet for the difpatch of bufinels, 
except in that drefs. Of eburfe, affiiirs of 
importance were frequeiltly poftponed, and 
even facriiced to an abfurd Etiquette. The 
p^efent Emperor, confclous of tlie abufc, 
Uhd of the public detriment that rfefulted 

from 
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from it, forbade the ufe of the Spaaifh.drefs 

on any occafion whatever. He commanded tlie 

% 

Aulic Counfellors, from that time forward^ 
not only to aiTemble in their ordinary drefes 
but even obliged tlie members to mee^afler 
dinner, as well as in the morning, for the 
more prompt tranfa6Uon of affmrs. . 

In external addreis Jofeph the Second is 
not deficient. His manners are eafy, hi^ 
converfation lively, voluble, and enteiv 
taining; running rapidly from one fubjeft 
to another, and difplaying frequently a 
vafl variety of knowledge. Perhaps ha 
mauifeds too great a confeioufnefs of pof*^ 
feffing extenlive information; and he may 
1)6 reproached likewife with frequently an-, 
ticipating the anfwers of the perfons with 
whom he converfes. A mixture of vanity 
and of impetuofity conduce to this defeat 
Wlillc he talks, efpecially if eager, he always, 
plays with the money in lus pocket,., 
writes witheafe, perfpicuity, and propriety.. 
I have feen many of his notes, evidently 
compofed without premeditation, addreH^ 
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to 'pei^ons /Avfao enjoyed his confidence, 
{^Qth^en and woqaen. They demonilrath 
ieeiing;'«nlargement of mind; and as 1 have 
thought, goodnefs of heart. Yet 1 know, 
from >indifputable authority, tliat he is a 
pmfemnd diiTembler, rarely or ncver fpcalc- 
iog his real fentiments upon any point of 
moment. On the other hand, he certainly 
permits thofe whom he loves or efteems, 
to deal &irly with him; to toll him not only 
plain, but painful truths; and even to re¬ 
prehend him on occaiion with ftn^erity. 

I have reafon to tliink, that his rcligious 
opinidns are by no means contracted or illir 
beiai. .!Thc bigotry and fuperftition which 
^ ages have been hereditary in the Houfc 
of. Auiiiia, and which ftill furvive in all 
^leir force in Maria Therefa, will probably 
be in her fuccelTor. But, I am fo 

^ from me^ng to inlinuatc that he is on 
tliat account tin&ored with infidelity, deifm, 
.orany.ofthc doCtriues inculcated atFemey, 
|^\at Sans Soucithat the very re> 
v^prfisis th^ fa^. - When he palled through 

Switzer- 
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Switzerland, he declined ieeing or .viiidng 
Voltaire ; not lefs, 1 believe, from hk oWn 
choice, than at 'liis mother's requefh 
though no bigot, is a. Catholic, cemvin^ 
of the great truths of tljo Chridian Religion, 
and conforming to many, if not to ah its in-., 
junftions in his' practice. He not only con- 
fefies regularly, but as fobn as he riles, he 
never fails every momhig, on his knefes to 
offer up his prayers to the Dinne Being; as 
he does in the fame devout pofture, before he 
retires to red. I Oannot err in this dicl, which 
I derive from an eye-witnefs of the highell: 
rank, who would neither flatter nor deceive. 
If, in the enuincralion offo many minute par¬ 
ticulars, I may have related fome which feem 
difconlant or contradiftory,. it mtid he re¬ 
membered that man is compofed of inconfif- 

tcncics, and ever at variance widi himfelf. 

• ^ 

At .no period of his life has the prefent 

4 

Emperor been a libertine, or addi^ed to e»- 
ceffes of women, as was Francis his ^ther, 
and as his brother Leopold is well known to 
be at this time. For tlw Counlfels Windifeh-' 

a 

gratz, and for the Princefs Clmrles Lichten- 

dein. 
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he probably never nouriilied any fen- 

timent except fricndibip, cemented by afiec- 

tiona^ eilecm and confidence. AfTiduous, 

rather than tender, moderate in all his de* 

hrest and content with the ibciely of his 

miflrefs, he is a compani<m, not a lover. 

His amours, M’hen he has had any, hu\e 

alw-ays been of fhort duration, managed w ith 

privacy, unaccompdtiied either Midi fcanda) 

•or cspence, and entailing no conii^qucnccs. 

Yet, in a crowd, under fhclter of the night, 

where he conceives that he is neither known 
# 

nor obferved, he likes to accofl women of in¬ 
ferior condition, and perhaps to take fome 
harmleia liberties with their perfon, which is 
ufually the Utmofl extent of his gallantry. 

* As the Emperor hvis no miflrefs, fo he 
has in reality no favorite. Several perfons 
wlw> have feomed to be" fo for a time, and 
who have billeted tliemielves in pofTefUon 
of Ins perfonsd. alffedtion, have been dc- 
i^ved. General Noilitz, whom he dif- 
^guiihed exceedingly during a cert^ pe- 
DM, has p|r(ived the trat|) of this aflfer- 
)^tion. The two Counts, Cobenael, and 

Jofeph 



COUftT Op SZRtlW, £tC. 449 

»tofepli Colloredo, both of whom accom¬ 
panied him to Paris in 1777, poifefs, it is 
true, much of his cftecra and confidence; 
but, tiiey aif not favorites. Count Die- 
Irii'hfieiji, from long habits of familiarity 
vith the Knipcror, added to the fpiril of 
independence, the franknefs, and gaiety of 
difpofiUoii, which eminently cliura6lerize 
him, enjoys, and exercifes perhaps more 
llian any nobleman of the Court, tlie pri\i- 
lege of fpeaking truth to his Mailer. That 
his Majefty honors, as well as refpetis 
Laudohn, and confults liim on every niilitary 
pCHnt of importance, is unquclHonable. For 
Lacy he reibr\'e$ his friendfhip, viiits him at 
all hours, converfes with him unrefervedly, 
and communicates to him his moll fecret 
thoughts. 

Jofeph and Frederic, unlikS the generality 
of Princes who know each other only by 
report, are perfonsdly acquainted, haTiog 
twice met in their refp€6rire dominforis. 
The furU of thofe two celebrated intervie^^'s, 
took place about four years after the death 

voi. n. Go 0? 
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of the late Emperor Francis, when his pre- 
fent Majefty was not nine-and-twcnty. It 
may be faid to have originated with the 
King of PnilTia, who defirous, no doubt oi 
forming his own opinion, (after a clofe and 
accurate infpe^on,) on the character and 
talents of the new head of the Empire, oauf- 
cd it to be fignified at the Court of Vienna, 
that a meeting between them would be high- 
ly agreeable to himfelf. The propofal ha\ ing 
plcafed, Count Dietrichllrin, Mallrr of the 
Horfe, \<as fent to Breflau, to confer with 
Frederic, and to fettle all the preliminaries. 
Ncifs, a town in Silcfia, was fixed on for the 
place of rendezvous, whither Joft‘ph repairi'd 
in September 1769, accampanied by his bro¬ 
ther-in-law Prince Albert of Saxony, Marflial 
Lacy, General Laudohn, Count Dietiichflein, 
and fe veral other noblemen or military officers. 

Arriving in his carriage, juft before the 
hour of dinner, he was received by Frederic, 
at the foot of-the ftaircafe of the houfe 
which he occupied at Neifs; and after mu- 
^Uy gazing on each other for a Tingle 

moment. 
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hioment tliey embraced, with demonftn,* 
tions of reciprocal pleafure. Each SoTweigii 
having prefented to the other the perlbns- 
who accompanied him; among whom, on 
the iide of his Pruflian Majefty, were tlie 
Prince Royal his nephew, the Hereditary 
Prince of Brunfwic, and feveral general 
oflicers; the tw'o Monarchsfat down imme¬ 
diately to a table of about thirty covers. 
Frederic wws in excellent Iiumor, and Jofeph 
appeared to be equally happy»• < About 
thirty thoufand Pruflian troops had been 
aflanbled, in order to entertain the Em¬ 
peror; and Fredeiic taking die command 
of them ill perfon, performed a varie^ 
of manmuvres, with which his gueft 
prefled the utmoft fatisfaftion. They pafled 
tlirec days together, during the whole of 
which time Jofeph was lodged at an inn in 
the town. A raiferable company of Ger¬ 
man comedians, brought thither for the ’ 
purpofe, lerved, if not to enkven, at leaffc 
to pais away the evenings. - Iti the day¬ 
time, the two Sovereigns rode out fide by 

0 0 8 
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ilder and conv^rfed witli great familiarity • 
but, from the moment of their meeting, 
to that of their feparation, they never ■were 
alone together, except once for about ten 
minutes. On the fourth morning they 
parted, mutually imprefled \i’ith a favorable 
idea of each other, ami on terms of aj>* 
parent amity. Political bufincis was not 
ever mentioned on either fide, nor was it 
intended to fonn any part of the inter>'iew\ 
Jo&ph has been accufed, I believe, without 
juii reafon, of treating the Hereditary Prince 
of Bninfwic with coldneis at Neils. Even 
had he felt any ill-will towards that illul- 
trious perfon, he is too ikilihl a di 0 embler, 
to make it probable that be would manifeli 
his diilike on fuch an occafiop, and before 
fuch fpeflators. 

. The firft interview between Frederic and 
Joiepb, unqaeCtionably arole principally 
from the curxohty natural to both Sovc' 
raigns, to fee and to converie with each 

Bull^ the fecond meeting was meant 
Ifir tnore.coiiwealed and important porpofes. 

14 * It 
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It took place juft a year later, in the ftrft 
< 3 ays of September 1770, at tlie little town 
ofNenftadt in Moravia, to which place his 
Prullian Majefty came, in order to return 
the villt. Unlike the Emperor, though 
far more advanced Ift years, he performed 
the journey from Breflau entirely on horfe^ 
back; accompanied as before, by his two 
ncphcw'8, the Hereditary Princes of Pruflid 
and Brunfwic, together with a numl>er of 
general officers. Defirous of ingratiating 
himfelf w ith Jofeph, whofe confent and cor 
operation he wanted intheprojefted partition 
of Poland, he arrived at Neuft^t, liabitcd in 
an Auftrian regimental, Not only the King 
himfelf, hut, all the perfons with him, were 
dreiled in white uni&ims, with facings or 
lapels, fuch as in the Imperial fen ice are 
iifually given to recruits, before they are put 
altogether in full uniform. That of Ffedcrio 
was diftinguLilied from the reft, by being em¬ 
broidered at tile button-holes wnth iilver. 
Wlicii he difinounted from his horfe, Jofeph 
was ready to receive liim; and after they 

005 
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embraced, as at Neifs, the King pointing 
to tbofe vho attended him, faid, “Votre Ma- 
“ jefte verra que je lui ai amcn6 des recrus.” 
The delicacy of fqch a compliment, which 
could not be overlooked or mifunderftood, 

4 

tended to produce mutual good humor on 

4 

their fird meeting. 

During the whole courfe of the rcpall 
which followed, Frederic ftudioufly obferved 
a degree of refpetl towards the Emperor, 
making a motion as if to rife, e^ cry time that 
.a plate.was fet before him, and offering it 
firft to Jofeph, as his fuperior. But, it was 
towards Prince Kaunitz that he exerted all 
bis endeavours to pleafe, to conciliate, and 
to captivate. That Miniftcr, duped by the 
offers, or gained by the blandifliments of 
Fruffia, had accompanied his mafter, for the 
expreis purpofe of fettling the preliminaries, 


andadjuffing the terms on which P<^nd was. 
to be difmembered. I have aimady entered 
-^lly on the ftbje^ elfewherc, and ftiaJl not, 
^therefore, relume it here. Frederic complete- 
jy.iucceeded in objeft, and the fate of the 

SO '* '' Poles 
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Po^cs uas decided atNeuftadt, Amufem^its, 
military as well as theatrical, fervcd to veil 
llie fccret of ftate from common eyes. Jofcpfa 
in his turn had aflembled thirty thouihnd 
troops, lor the infpeftion of his royal 
gueft, who pafled them in review, and 
beftoM’ed on them high encomiums. Un- 

O 

fortunately, the weather, during the whole 
time that the interview lafted, %vas fo rainy, 
ns greatly to diminiQi the pleafure of the 
two Sovereigns. Both were repeatedly 
wet to the (kin; and Frederic, on his re¬ 
turn from the field, having no other coat 
with him than the one which he wore, was 
obliged to ftrip, and to remain a prifoner in 
his own room, till bis coat could be dried at 
the fire. This event produced no little 
merriment. 

The Em^ror made every polhble exertion 
to araule and entertain his'Pniflian Majefiy, 
while at Neuftadt. A private lioufe, the 
beft that could be procured in the town, 
was fitted up for his reception:^in place'of 
a ftrolling company of Geoaxan comedians, 

c c 4 an; 
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an Italian opera was performed; and No^ 
verre, with all his “ Figurantes/' were 
brought from Vienna at a confiderable 
pence, to dance the “ Ballets." Frederic, 
with confummatc addrels, always placed 
Prince Kaunitz between himfelf and Jofeph, 
when at the theatre, and ihewed the Auf* 
trian Prime Minifter a thoufand attentions. 
After the performance, the political con¬ 
ferences were held. During the two tirll 
days, no cloud arofe to indifpofe the two 
IVlon^Tchs towards each other; but on the 
third, the King received , letters by a 
courier from PeteHburgh, the nati^re of 
which he did not immediately communi-K 
cate to the Emperor, who conceiving that 
he had a right to know their tenor, mani- 
fefted fome ill-bumor at their concealment. 
Frederic then grew in turn four, apd out 
of temper. In this frame of mind they 
feparated next morning, alienated from 
each other as much as they had been 
j^poflfelli^ fevorably at their firil inter-i 
view. But* Poland was not lefs £icrificed, 
Within two years afterwards,' to their 

mntuui 
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mutual ambition. Thefe particulars are de¬ 
rived from the beft information. 

Among the cbarafteriftic features of 
Jofeph, muft be accounted his paflion for 
travelling ; fcarcely any Prince of whom we 
read, having fo minutely examined his own 
dominions. Adrian, in antiquity, and 
Charles the Fifth, in modern ages, wliofe 
whole reigns were a perpetual journey, can 
alone he compared in tliis point of view, to 
the prefent Emperor. He has vifited m^arly 
all the Courts of Italy; and when he went 
to Paris, two yeara ago, it w’as lus intention 
to have profecuted his tour as fir as Ma- 
<lrid, if not to Lifbon. With that defign he 
traverfed the whole kingdom of France, artd 
was already arri\'ed at St. Sebafiian in Bif* 
cay, on Iiis way to the capital of Spain; 
. when a courier tram Vienna, informing him 
that theEmprefe Queen was greatly indif- 
pofed, and tliat his return was neceffary, 
corapdled him tp defift from his further pto- 
grefs. Every part of Bohemia, Hungary, 

find Tmnfylvania, he has rode over, almoft 

at 
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at a footpace: nor has he omitted to infpcci 
the Sdavonian frontier, as far as Semlin; 
and to go in a boat upon the DannW, to tlie 
ualls, and quite under the cannon of Bel> 
grade. Of all the extenfivc territories, fcat- 
tered o\*er fo great a portion of Europe, 
which will devolve to him at the death of 
Maria Therefa, the Auftrian Netlicrlands 
alone, he has not 3’et furvejed in perfon. 
Along the Turkilh, as well as on the Saxon 
snd Sileiian borders, he has caufed forts to 
be ere^cd, and has taken every precaution 
to guarantee thoTe provinces from nn alion. 
Lacy aiui Laudohn have ufually accom* 
pamed him in his progrefs tlirough his do- 
nrinioDs; during which, far from regarding 
inconvenience or fatigue, his enemies rather 
accuie lum of ncedlefsly expofing himfelf to 
both. In order to accuflom himfelf to 
bardihips and privations,he commonly flecks 
upon a fkin laid on the door, and his table 
is not more delicate flian his bed. 

, Still unfatisfitid, while any part of his,do> 
minions remained to vifit, he fet dut^ot 

mhnv 
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many years lince, to infpeft the xall portion 
of Poland fcized on in 1773, extending from 
the frontiers of Austrian Sileiia, along the 
Northern borders of Hungar)^ to thofe of 
Moldavia. The Emperor alfured Sir Robert 
Keith, on hU return from that expedition, 
in which he underwent every poHible incon¬ 
venience. and fuffered many hardfhips, that 
among others, he w’as almoR devoured by 
bugs., and in fpiteofall his precautions, he 
b(. canif louly to a great degree. As a proof 
of i t, he faid, that being one day employed 
in writing a letter to his mother the Emprefs, 
a loufe fell from his hair on the paper. 1 
blew him off,” continued he, and finiflied my 
“ difpatch. Juft as I was about to feal it, I 
recolleCled a circumftance, which in my 
“ hurry had efcaped me. Having opened 
the letter again, in order to.ini^ it, to 
** my furprize, I found the loufe had got 
pofleffion of his old poft. I attempted to 
‘‘ djflodge him, but he nuun^uned Iris 
ground, and 1 therefore let him alone, 
“ adding, as a poftfeript, at the foot of 
the paper—One of your Majefty's new 

Polilh 
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“ Polifli fubjefts abfolately on bcin" 
” prefcnted to you. I have endeavoured in 
. “ vain to prevent him, and I have, there- 
“ fore, enclofed him in tliis letler/’ The 
anecdote, however trifling, n^ay ferx c to Ihew 
the turn of Jofeph’s wind, M-hich U not 
deflitute of humor. 

In his expenccs and plcafurcs, public, as 
well as perfonal, he is very economical; a 
quality which has generally, though not iini- 
verially, diftinguilhwl fuperior Princes, and 
which mult greatly fiicilitate all his enter- 
prizes or ojxjrations, whenever he afeends 
the throne. Neither women, nor play, nor 
difllpations of any kind drain his purlc. I 
alked alady who knows him w'cU, whether ho 
was fuppofed to ha\e an^ natural cliildren. 
“ I can*t abfolutcly fay,” anfwcred fliej 
** but, this 1 can take upon we to aflert, 
** that if he has any, they will never be a 
“ cbaige to the State. Cinquante ducats 
“ par ana ferout tout leur Appenage.” In 
the month of January lafl year, a ** Courle 
de traineaux” was exhibited in Vienna, 
&r the amuiement of thp Archducliefs of 

Milan. 
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Milan. quantity of fnow liad been 
brought into the city, on the fame morning, 
in carts, wliich was fcattered over the ilreets 
through which the fledges mufl hecefiarily 
pafs. The expcnce might amount to about 
fix hundred florins, or fomewhat more than 
lixty pounds. 1 was ftanding in a balcony, 
to view the fpcctacle, with two ladies of the 
Court. “ You have no idea,” faid they, 
“ of the vexation that it will caufe the Ei»* 
** peror, to throw away fix huiulred florins 
“ in liiow.” llis attention on pecuniary 
points, extends to the miuuteft detail, and is 
imputed to him ;vs a fault : perliaps it/may 
be fuch; but it inufi be allowed tlmt ba 
fubje6ls derive no Utile benefit from Aicb 
parfimony. 

1 have heard the queflion much and fre-' 
quently agitated here, among perfons who 
are mofl competent to decide, w’hether Jofeph 
is naturaUy generous, or penurious. Opi* 
nions are greatly divided on the point. He 
certfiinly is open to the impreflions of gchu* 
pafiHou and benevolence, where he knows, of 

baiieves that tlie perfoa recommended, is » 

proper 
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proper obje8. of foch fuiitimcntsii. H.u tu 
heart is not one of thofc, which, like \* 
Therefa's, delights in giving ; and if it err;, 
only docs fo fi'om an cxcefs oflibt r 'lit}' .'lut 
kindnefs towards tlic unfortunate. Tlie Kn'- 
peror well knows that he is regarded iib un¬ 
like her in this refpeft. “ On m'ai oufe,’' 
faid he not long ago, “ do n*6trc pas gGiif*- 
“ reux; mais, fi je donnois comme ma m^re, 
“ nous n^aurionsbientotrienidonner.” It 
cannot however be denied, that the liberality 
of the Emprefs acquires her univerfal affec¬ 
tion and popularity ; while the il;ri6l eco¬ 
nomy of her Ton, though it may augment 
his reiburces, does not tend to conciliate tho 
love of his fubje6ts, or to give an elevated 
idea of hischaraiilcr and difpoiition to foreign 
nations. 

The Emperor’s perfonal courage is confi- 
dered as indifputable; yet, 1 thiidi it ffood 
higher in the public dlimation before the 
late campmgn, than it does at prefent. If 
however he is brave, it certainly is not the 
bravery of a heoo: it is neither the fublime 
bottrage that diffingulHied the great Cond^, 
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nor is it thf cool intrepidity and contempt of 
death, ^hich Frederic has frequently dif- 
pla^'od, when he has almoll wantonly ex- 
pofed himfclf in the heat of a6tion. The 
different lituation and motives of the two 
Princes, ought not, however, to be forgotten. 
So defperate was the condition of his Prudian 
Majedy at Lignitr, at Torgnu, and on a va¬ 
riety of other occations during the great war 
of fe\ en years, that defeat and death w cre to 
him in ede6l almod the iame thing, llib 


troops required not merely example, but, de¬ 
manded tile animation of defpair, to enable 
them to conquer. Jofeph, acting on the do 
ieniive, fecure in his entrenchments, liis num¬ 
bers, and his inattackable poiition ", might 
confult, like I,/)uis tlie Fourteenth, his own 
fafety, as w ell as his glory. It is certain, 
that during the laft campaign he never 
ihunned danger; but neitlier did he court 
it. No one ever faw him expofe his perfon, 
though he pafled the night repeatedly in 
the outpo(b, where Mardial Hnddick once 
furpriztd him, and took the liberty to re- 
>« prebend 
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preh€n<i him for fuch imprudeoce ; a free* 
dom, nliich it is faid, difpleafed the Em-* 


peror. 

His talents for war arc, howeter, much 
more problematical than his perfonul cou¬ 
rage. lliat his prcfcnce and interference 
were injurious to the Aullrian arms, during 
tlic late camp\ign, no longer can admit of 
any doubt. lf> likeliis father and grandfu- 
tlier, he had been content to reinai n at Vienna* 
and to delegate to otlicrs the conduft of mi¬ 
litary affair^) Laudohn would not hare let flip 
the moment of attacking Melleodorf, on his 
retreat into Saxony; an opportunity which 
noer ran return, and for the loft of which, 
that illultrious General will not ealily forgive 
hib* mailer. Tliat the Emperor has wifhed 
fora rupture, that he l>eheld with pleafure all 
tlie preparations for it, and tlmthe cxpe&ed 
to acqttire reputation in the £cld, is indi£> 
putable. But, experience may have unde¬ 
ceived him, and liavc convinced him how 
widely diiferent are tlieory and practice* 
Previous to the prefent hoililities, be panted 

for 
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tor an- occafion to put liimfelf at the head 

of his forces, and to meafure himfelf with 
_ $ 

Frederic. 

On hit journey to France, two years ago, 
paffing through Munich, he had there a 
Jong interview with the Duchefs Dowager 
of Bavaria, fifter of the prefect Eleftreis 
Palatine ; a Princefs whom I liave already 
mentioned ^ enjoying the confidence of his 
Pruflian Majefty, and who maintoms a re¬ 
gular correfpondence with him. The con- 
verfation, which was animated on both fides, 
produced infenf'bly a difeuflion of tlie com¬ 
parative merit of Sovereigns, warlike and 
pacific. The Ducheik artfully led him on 

I 

to fpeak his fentiments, by affecting to pre¬ 
fer the ^tter defeription of Princes to the 
form^, ^Jofeph’s ejes ilafbed fire, and np 
longer able to conc^ his wiilies; Madame/* 
faid he, “Taimerois mieux ^tre capitaine 
“ dans mes propres grenadiers,. que d*6Ue 
** Empereur, fi je ne devois pas ^tre Guer- 
rier." Confeious that he had difclofcd 

H H too 
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too much, he aftenvards endeavoured to do 
auay the impreflion ; but the Duchefb was 
not to be fo deceived. She fotctold, that he 
would feize the fii’ft favourable opportunity 
of coming to a rupture with Pniffia, and 
would appear in j>ci*fon at the head of his 
forces, whciievcr war commenced. Time 
has proved that Oic was not miftaken in her 
conjefture. 

All the qualities and palHons of the Em- 
peror are however evklenlly either fubfer- 
\icnt to, or fwallowed up in his ambition. 
Hence his affefiion for the foldiery, his in- 
fpe^tion of their barracks, his aife6iatioD of 
wearing, like Frederic, no other drels tlian 
a uniform, his folicitous attention to the iick 
and wounded; in d word, his‘^nxiety to 
acquire the confidence of the troops, and to 
fiiew tliem that in him they will find a fa¬ 
ther and a leader, no leis than a Sovereign^ 
Towards the Hungarians and Croats, he is 
accufed of having manifefted a partiality, 
which, if founded in fa6t, might occafion 
SS general 
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gpjieral tliflatisfa6tion ; but, he is probably 
too politic to alienate bv lb injudicious a 
preference, the hearts of liis forces. They 
couftitutc the engine, by wiiich he wiis ena* 
bled to I'ebs^ on fo large a portion of-Poland 
in 1772, and on Lower Bavaria in 1778. 
It is only to them that he am look in the 
iirii iiiltunce, for the future fupi}ort, 
tenliou, und aggrandizement of liis domi* 
nioiis. But, he mud iikewife look to ano<> 
ther quarter, for the mca;is of fully gruti- 
tying his wilhes on this, and on every other 
point: I mean, to the death of his mother, 
the Empreis Queen. He may, and I be¬ 
lieve he does, in common with his rubje6b, 
depa'cate more than defire^ fuch an event. 
It is, ncrerthelels, the only one, which, by 
(.mancipatiag him irom all reftraint, can 
unveil his real chara6tcr. The deccaife of 
the late Emperors while it partly difcloibd 
his qualities to the w’orld, left others fiiH 
conceded. I have delineated him as he now 
u, without partiality, as without prtyudice. 

n u 2 
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In order to knoyt him completely, it is rc-* 
quifite that he fhould furvive Maria The- 
refs. Then, and not'till then, we fliail be 
able to appreciate in their utmoil extent, 
the virtues, and the defedts of Jofeph the 
Second. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

rai 2 tfr, and anecdotes of Prince KaunitXyfrft 
Minifier cf Maria Tkertfa, 

VtENNA, March ijlb, 1779. 

^jpHE picture that I have drawn of tlie 
Imperial Court, would ftill be incom¬ 
plete and deficient, if not accompanied by 
fome particulars of Prince Kaunitz; who, 
though not at the head of the Auftrian 
finances, yet may juftly be denominated firft 
Miniftcr. His talents, fenices, and an un- 
intcn*upted polTelTion of powe^ during near 
five-and-twenty years, leave him no com¬ 
petitor in' the favor or efteem of Maria 
Thcrefa. His autliority is too firmly con- 
folidated, to be eafily fliaken, even by the 

event of her death ; and it is probable, that 

* • ' * 

he would occupy the fame lituatioa under 
Jofeph, which he has fo long filled in the 
Count*!!# of the Emprefs. Born i\j February 
^1711, he; has conlequently corfipleted his 

'II II 3 fixty-eighth 
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fixty^ighth roar; but, the aHvances of age 
. fe'em neither to ha\*e impaired tlie freihnefs 
of his intellefts, nor materially to ha\ e di- 
sninirtied his bodily ai^-ity and ftrength. 
At an early period of his life, he was initiated 
into public buliutis, baving a^led in the ca* 
pacity of civil Governor of Bniflels, during 
the firil years of the prefent reign. At tlje 
Congrofs of Aix-la-Chappclle in 1748, he 
was one of tlie Auftrian Plenipotentiaries ; 
and after the ednelufion of peace, he went 
Embaflador to‘the Comt of Veriuilles. 

Whether his refulonce in France con- 
, duct'd to imprefs him Anth favourable idea» 
of that country, or whether views of policy 
alone have iflthitnced him, it b unqueftion- 
able, tlnit his rulvice and opinion havo 
operated a total an<l a radical change in tlie 
Auftrian fyftem of foreign alliance. There 
' arc not wanting perfens here, and thofe 
perfe^iy well informed, who afllire me 
'(.that fo great an alteration of mcafurea ori- 
._.]^Sated in perfoual refentiaMit. They af- 

the treaty of Alx-la-C!h^pelle, 
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lie was over-reached by the Engliih 
potentarics, who not only figned the peace 
without his participation; but, afterwards 
compelled him rclufhmtly to affix to it his 
%nature» They add, that ICauuitz, whole 
gallantries hiive always formed a very pro¬ 
minent part of his chara6;cr, was occupied 
in paying his court to a lady of whom he 
was deeply enamoured, while tile Embaf* 
fadors of Great Britain terminated tlie buli- 
nefs. His refentment at being fo duped 
and over-reached, prompted him to feize a 
favourable occallon of precipitating his raif* 
tr( Is and the Houle of Aultria into the arms 
of their antient rival. If tliis ftory, and tlie 
inferences formed on it, are not true in 
their utmoft extent, .1 believe on the other 
hand, that tliey are by no means doftitute 
of foundation. 

In 1754, at forty-three years of age, Prince 
Kaunitz having fupplunted his'predeceilbr in 
the cabinet, Count Uhlfcldt, was. conftituted 
Mimfter for Foreign Afiairs. The great war, ‘ 
c<onmonly called in Germany, ** the Wa^r 

H H 4 
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“ of Seven years/' broke out foon afterward 
For a century and a Iwlt^ the Houfo of Bour- 
Imn had bceir the inveterale hereditary ene¬ 
my of e^ cry Emperor, from Ferdinand the 
Setrood, dovn to Cliarles tlie Sixth : ^hde 
J^giand, from^he acceffion of William tho 
Third, alinofl ■invanably fuftained the Auf- 
trian&mily and inlercfts. To the a6ti^ein- 
ferpodtion and adtflauce of the Cabinet of 
London, aided by tlie enthufiafm of the peo¬ 
ple, Maria TheVer.i herfelf, ^vhen attacked by 
France and Bavaria, at the beginning of her 
reign, was not a little indebted for her prefer- 
vation. Prince Kaunitz neverthelcfj* under¬ 
took, in defiance of every impediment, cloiely 
to unite die Courts of Vienna and Verfinlles r 
he furccoded in die attempt, however impro¬ 
bable, and concluded in 175G, thecclebrated 
treaty, which (till cpatinue» to connect them.. 
It isnot unworthy of remade, that in thehpie 
of two centuries, no matrimo&ial alliance had 
ever taken place betweentheImperial Brancb 
of thd Aufbiai^ Family, and that of Bour-- 
bon; ElLzabieth, daughter of the Enjfteror 
14 Maxi- 
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Maximilian the Second, who was the laft 

4 

inftance, having been married to Charles the 
Nintli of Franco, as long ago as 1570. The 
Archducheis Maria Antometta, by her union 
with Louis the Sixteenth, only eight years 
iincc, in 1770, formed the principal cement 
of this new fyftem, which feems likely to re¬ 
main unlhaken, at leait during the life of the 
prefent Miniller. At the moment that I am 
■writing, the Baron de Brcteuil, the French 
Embanatlor, ■who a 61 ;s openly as mediator on 
the part of Aullria, is about to appear in that 
character, at the approaching conferences 
for peace. We may neverthelefs reafonably 
doubt, whether tlie aQ’e6ted interpohtion of 
France in fiu or of her antient rival, is not 
more oltenlible than real; and whether the 
Cabinet of .Verfaillos,larfrom wiftiing to ex¬ 
tricate, does not fccretly enjoy the embarraff- 
inents of its Imperial Ally. How can France, 
in fa£l, fiiicerely delirc the aggrandizement 
of the Houfe of Aufiria? How can Louis the 
Sixteenth contribute to extend the territories 
of MariaTherefa an<l Jofeph? Prince Kaunitz 
himfelf, though the original author of the 

prefent 
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prefent fyftem of alliance; yet, appears t(y 
feel how ineilicacious it mull ever prove, in 
uniting or blending the interefts of the two 

s 

fiates. On a variety of occafions, he has even 
appeared to mnnilelt far more confideratipit 
for the Engliili nation, than for the French^ 
It is diihcuLt to conceive any afeendont 
more confirmed, or any influence more im~ 

4 _ _ 

perious, than Prince KaQ^itz^s over the Em- 
prels: a circumftance,tlie Angularity of which 
. is increafed, when we reflect that Die is nei¬ 
ther aweak,noran indolent w oman. In order 
to attain to fuch a height of power, we are 
naturally led to fuppofe, that befides his fu- 
perior abilities for Government, he has not 
been negligent of the arts which conciliate 
royal favor. That ho docs not maintain 
bimfolf in his prefent elevation, by an}’ fucii 
compliances or attentions, is how'ever cer¬ 
tain. Never did any Minilter appear to 
facrifice fo little cither to the pvtyudices, 
or even to the willies and roquefts of his 
Sovereign. Ho treats with equal mdifTer- 
ence, Uic ^oHimonies of her partiality, or 
of her refentment. Far from defiring to fee 

her 
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lier frequently, it is an aft of compUaiico 
on his part when he vihts her. His pa¬ 
lace in Viejina is contijiious to that of 
the Eniprcf^, and not a hundred paces from 

her rerv chamber.- He Is not ignorant of 

© 

the picafnre wbjeh ihc wo\ild receive, from 

♦ 

freirtg and converfing widi him on matters 

r' w> 

of public hufinefs; yet, in defiance, or in 
riegle^'t of her repeated mefiFages, he rarely 
viiits her, except on particular occafions, 

« I 

more tium once in twelve days or a fort¬ 
night. Every thing is iranfafted between 
them by correfpondence. 

As if the refund to gratify her rtfafonable 
demands, were not a fulKcient proof of his 
afcendancy over lier, he Ihocks her very 
prejudices. Nay, in more than one inftance, 

Maria Thcrefa has defeended to afts of 

* • 

GomplaHancc, and almoft of perfonal humi¬ 
liation. in favor of her Minifter, whicb I 
iiardly can venture to mention, from •their 
incredibiliiy. Prince Kaunitz, till within, 
the hdl; faw years, was not only attached to 
wohj^ ‘ nnd-''^ve himfelf no trouble to ,, 

conceal' 
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conceal his irregularities; but he feemcd aS 
if he vilhed to render them puhljc and noto¬ 
rious. Aftrclles, dancers, and opcni girls of 
diflinguilhed beauty or nccompUflmient.% 
lived under his immediate protc6tion. T])e 
Gabrieli, who has been fo celebrated from 
Palermo to Pelerlburgh; the Fuliaz/i, and 
various other Italians, Kiiown'cilher by llm 
ebarms of their roiev or their pevfon, lia\c 
iucceillscdy flinrcd tho Auflrian Minifleris 
aiie&ion. It is a faft, that when he has gone 
fo wait on the Emprefs, he has carried his 
miftrefb in the carriage with him to the gale 
ol the palace; and that flie has remained in 
the coach, whilu he vent to truiifaH bulind’s 
with her Jilajefty, from vhofu prclencc he 
immediately returned to licr. 

Tliat a diirohiie, or a libertine Princefs, 
fuchas Catherinf* the Second, or her prede- 
ceflbr Elizabeth, Einprefs of Ruflia, fljould 
from conlidenitions of policy, overlook and 
pardon fucli trefpailcsagmnfldecorum, would 
excite no furprize. But, that a Sovereign, 
rigidly virtuous in her own conduct, 

feverely 
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feverely reprelTcs all iiifra^ioiis of morality 
in others; ihould ucverllielefs periAit her firil 
Miniftcr with impunity to commit fuch irre^ 
gularities, appears a fort of paradox* It « 
certain that the greateft fubjeft in rank 
throughout the Auftrian dominions, v,hot en¬ 
couraged by the precedent, were to attempt 
the fame thing, would foon repent liis tome-, 
rity. Even Prince Kaunitz bimfelf, I am 
afliired, has been many times on the point of 
recci\'ing his difmilhon from all his oflices; 
more, howi'ver, from the unaccountable ob-r 
itinacy with which lie has refufed to obey the 
Emprefs’s commands, than from her refent- 
jnent at his conduct in other'refpefts* ■ In 
would any future Minifter attempt a 
fimilar experiment: his difgrace and ruin 
would be the infallible confequence. Not 
only the prefent Minifter’s talents and fer- 
vices plead for liim: long prefeription and 
l^bit have made his ver}* weaknelTes refpeo 
table in Maria Thcrefa’s eyes. Tliey have 
grown old together, have fliared the fame 

dimgera, weathered the fame ftorms, andarg - 

now 
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DOW too intifliately acquainted with each 
other’a failings, a§ well as virtues, to fcparate 
in the evening of life. Tbefe caufes fufiiciciit- 
ly account for his prefent power, and proba- 
Wy feoufe his future authority againfl ail 
attack under her reign. ^0 nian here looks 
forward to a change of adqfihiiltration, cx- 
eept by the death of the aftunl poflclfor. In 
cafe of fucli nn event, cilhcr Prince Starem- 
berg, who now governs the Low Countries, 
or Count Cobeuzcl, lately returned from 
Berlin, where he wa-s Envoy, are regarded as 
likely to fucceetl. The latter of thofeiMinif- 
tera is about to allumc an important part, 
in the approaching negotiations for peace 
between Auftria and Pruilla. 

Againit rfie es ent to ’ihich I have al¬ 
luded, as the only one capable of cauling 
an alteration in the councils of tlie Emprefs, 
Prince Kaunit^ takes every pebble pre¬ 
caution. No man ever dreaded diilbluti|p 
more, and age does not leeiu to have in 
«my meafure reconciled him to its approach. 
^ his exettioos fyiiematically tend to pro- 

.; ' Ion*:. 
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long his litc, and his powers of enjoymeift, 
or of gratification. He negle^ no means 
of protra6kbig the term of his exiftence, 
which ingenuity can devife, or wifdom- can 
fuggeft. At tabk, tliough he eats veiy plen¬ 
tifully, he no longer commits any excefs; 
and in order to maiiihiin his health, while 
he procures an appetite, he never fails to 
ride in the JMancjre for a confiderable time, 

o 

<'V(;ry day. A variety of horfes brought 
from all parts of Europe, which he mounts 
by turns, and manages with no little force 
as well as addrefs, confidering his age; 
equallv contribute to amufe,and to invigorate 
him. He has long fince renounced every 
other pleafure incompatible with lus great 
obje^, -the prefen ation of life. Thefe at¬ 
tentions would ftill be laudable, or at leaft 


cxcufable, if he had not the wcaknefs to fear 
and to deprecate ilcath, more than a wife 
man, who knows the iincerla'in tenure of 
mortality, can bojufiified iu doing. Hisap- 
prehenfions ai*e fo puerile, and fi> wtdl known, 

that no perfon even mentions death'in His 

prcfence; 
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pKfence ; a circumftatice of ^vhich {Irangera 
tire foon apprized, after their arrival at Vi¬ 
cuna. Above all, he dreads the fniall-pox ; 

a difeafe 'which he has never had, and 

% 

againft which he' is continually on his 
guard. Unlefs fome unexpe6lcd accident 
ihould (horten his career, he certainly bids 
fair' to attain the age of Cardinal Fleury ; 
•and like him, to govern with almoft unli¬ 
mited authority, long after the period when 
men are ufually incapacitated, or indif|)ofed 
by infirmities, for active exertion. 

Never, perhaps, did a Firft Illinifter re^ 
queft fo few, and receive fo many iavors 
from bis fovereign, as Prince Kaunitz. I 
know from indifputable authority, that the 
Emprefs confers, abfolutely uhafked and 
unfolicited, almoft every gratification or 
emolument, which is pofiTefied by himfeif 
and the other brandies of his family. . The 
eldeft of his four Tons, Count Erneft, i% 
eiqployed in a civil capacity at home, antf 
has ,belh honored with tlie order of the 

Odden Fkece, Two of the others, Do- 

« 

sunick 
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ttimick and Jofeph, are foreign Minifters, 
one at Madrid, the other at Peteriburgh. 
But, tlic Prince their father is not fuppofed 
to be rich; an inconlefiable proof that his 
adminiftration has been more dire^ed to 
public objects, than to the accumulation of 
private wealtli. Tliofe perfons who moft 
fevercly criticife, or reprobate his fyflem 
of policy; and many fuch are to be found 
hero; }*ct admit his fuperiority to every 
fordid or mercenary confideration. So 
inattentive is he even to tlie interefts of his 
own children, that they have themfehes 
frequently reproached him with indiffer¬ 
ence, or with want of exertion on that 
liead. It is difficult to afeertain whether 

i 

thb inattention arifes moft from genuine 
difintereftednefs, from corlcffiiefs of tem¬ 


per, or from a high fpirit of independence; 
perhaps from a*combination of all thofo 
<ayities. His appointments, as Chancellor 
oratate, and Minifter for foreign Affoirs, 
though coniidered as ample here, are for iiK 
ferior’to-the falary enjoyed by a Firft Lord 
. Vox., n. 1 1 . of 
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of the Treafury and Chancellor of the £2* 
chequer witli us, when thofe offices are 
united in the fame perfon. Including the 
allowance for his table, they do not exceed 
forty thoufand fforins, or about ibur thoufand 
pounds fteiiing a year. The difference in the 
value of money, and in the price of the ef* 
fential articles of ordinary confumption, muff, 
it is true, be allowed greatlyin&vorofVienna, 
when compared with London. But, Prince 
Kaumtz fits down regularly to a table of fix- 
teen or eighteen covers, every day; while an 
Engliffi Mimffer is not compelled to any 
fiinilar expence. 

In his perfon. Prince Kaunitz is tall, thin, 
and M’ell-made, though deffitute of elegance 
or grace. If his face bar not been hand- 
fome, it is nevertheleis a countenance, in 
which are ffamped the ftrong chara^n of 
-ieide and mtelligence. Hk manners are 
ftiffr; yet, there is in them fbmethukg 
ra 3 eriftk and peculiar, which, while it mr- 
<ib]^ attrads attention, by no Means dxfgafts 
or difpleafefl. Ha ufually dtt&s with fim- 
JJ plicity;. 



count OF BinLtK, Itc. 48j 

plicity t but on particular occaiions I iiave 
feenlummagnificentlyhabited. The “Toiroii 
“ d or,” omamenled witli brilliants, he never 
&ils to wear on his breaA. He has llkewife 
received the order of “ St. Stephen,” infUtut* 
edby Maria Therefa in 1764; and he enjoys 
the peculiar privilege of wearing the Har in 
diamonds, which the fuinptuary laws here 
forbid to every other fubjeft. The letter, or 
rather note, written to him by the Empreis^ 
when Ihe conferred on him tliis mark df dif> 
tin£tion,i8 couched in a fiyle fo di&rent from 
the ordinary one of Princes, and befpeaks fb 
much fenhbiUty, that I cannot refill inferring 
it here. It was addrefled to Prince Kaunits 
near thirteen years ago, on the marriage of 
the ArchduchelsChrifrina to Prince Albert of 
Saxony, in April 1766. The lady who gave it 
me, copied it fronn the original; and 1 prefer 
it to any of the brilliant and fludied letters 
^f Frederic, which are circulated and read 
with fuch admiration, all over Germany* 

“ Ce n'eft pas feulemsnt par difpenfe de 
” Grand Maitre, mais par didin^rion, que' 

11 a “ vous 
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” V0U8 pouvez porter la Croix de TOrdre de 
“ St. Elicime, en diamans. Vous avez tant 
** coiitribu^ d Villuftrer, que je faifis avec 
“ aviditd cette occafion ii chere k mon cceur, 
de vous temoigner ma reconnoiiTance, qui 
“ vous eft due depuis long tems^ et qui ne 
“ iinira qu^avec ma vie. 

“ Marie Therese.” 
After the careleft or independent manner 
in which Prince Kaunitz behaves towards the 
Emprefs Queen, it cannot excite furprize, 
that he treats his equals and inferiors, with 
ftill greater marks of contemptuous uncon¬ 
cern. Towards the nobility at large of both 
fexcs, as well as towards the Miniftcrs of fo¬ 
reign Courts, he hardly obferves any mea- 
fures of decorum^ Far from accofting them 
with civility whcR they enter his drawing¬ 
room, or as they furround his biUiard table, 
which is placed at one comer of it; he frc-> 
quently turns his back on them at the mo* 
ment when they are about to pay him their 
court, or wh^ they are defirous of entering' 
into converfivdoD with him. If tlie French 
14 ' Embaftador 
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Embaflador is exempted from lb humiliating 
a treatment, he owes it purely to the ne« 
ceffity that Prince Kaunitz feels, of mana¬ 
ging in fomc meafurc the reprefentative of a 
powerful Court, which has connc6ted itfelf 
by ties of marriage and of policy with 
Aullria, But, the prefence of Monfieur de 
Breteuil certainly impofes on him no re- 
ftraint whatfoever. In company with the 
firft perfons of rank of botli fexes, at his 
own table, he does not helitatc, every day, 
after dinner, to pafs at lead; a quarter of 
an hour, in the difguding occupation of 
cleaning his teeth, which he performs with 
all the minute ceremonies of the toilet, 
Perliaps, fuch an infult to decency and 
to good breeding, never was committed 
ill any civilized country. Certainly it is 
not known ellewherc ; and it would liavc 
exited aftonilhment mixed w ith averfion, 


if it had been praftifed by Charles the 
Twelfth liimfelf; who, though he was ac- 
cuilnmed to Iprcad his butter with his 
thumbs, yet never violated wantonly the 
rules of civility towards ladies, I have 

II3 been 
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been preimt frequently at the feene to 
uhieb I allude, in company with the moll 
diitinguiilied men and women in Vienna, 
Auilriana, as well as foreigners. Is is diiH- 
cult to pulh contempt for all the forms of 
polilhed fociety to a greater length. 

The Auftrian firft Minifter rife^ vciy late, 
ufually at, or nearly about noon; but 
he tranih^ public bufinefs in bed during 
the whole morning, where his fecretaiies 
nttend for that purpofe. At one o'clock 
he takes chocolate. His hour of dinner is 
uncertain, vaiying capricioufly from four 
o’clock, to five, lix, and feveh in the even* 
ing ; in confequence of which want of 
punctuality, all who are able, have running 
footmen ilationed in the Prince’s antlcham* 
ber, to bring them intimfeition when he is 
about to appear. If be accepts an invitation 
to dine with any perfon, however high his 
rank, it is only on condition that tlie wine, 
bread, and even the water be fent from his 
own |ioii(e, The principal difliet muit like-r 
wilfe be dr^fled by his cook t ftipt^tions, 
which, however humiliating, are never re-f 

fufed 
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fufed by thofe who afpire to the honour of 
entertaining him. No crowned head in 
Europe, I believe, exa6b fimilar marks of 
deference from his Courtiers ; nor could 
Louis the Fourteenth have experienced 
greater proofs of fervile refpe^, when he 
condefeended to vifit his favourite Minifters 
or fubje6ls. Naturally cheerful, and dif- 
pofed to the pleafures of fociety, Prince 
Kaunitz nevertbclefs unbends at table. He 
converfes well on almofl all topics, reafons 
with accuracy, and has a vaft coimnand of 
expreffion. Italian, French, and German, 
he fpeaks with no lefs eafe than fluency; 
but, French is the language which he ufually 
talks in company, as being mofl generally 
underflood. It is indeed rare to hear him 
utter a word in German ; for which lan¬ 
guage, like his PrulTian Majefty, he does not 
feenit to entertain any predilection. To 
Italians, of whom there are always many in 
the Court of Vienna, he never fails to ad- 
drefs hjmfelf in Italian, if they do not pof- 


fefe french iu perfection. 
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His favorite topics of debate or of conver* 
fation, are liorfes, mechanics, and carriages. 
It is fcarcely poflible to be a greater Con- 
noifTeur tlian he is, or affects to be, on thefe 
fubje6b ; and whenever any of them are 
mentioned, he harangues with no lefs perfpi- 
cuity than information. On politics, as may 
be fuppofed, he rarely or never touches; but, 
on hifiorical points he is eafily led out, and 
difplays, without affeftation, a very exleufne 
acquaintance with all tlie great events of nio* 
dern Europe. If not a man of ihiningtalents, 
he is unqueltionably poflefled of great en¬ 
largement of mind, much application, and 
found judgment, matured by themofl perfect, 
acqumntance with all the financial and mili¬ 
tary refources of the Houfe of Auflria. En¬ 
dowed with uncommon penetration, he ieizes 
with facility the difBculties of any affair; and 
never was a head better organized, iK>r more 
capable of uniting precifion with di^teb^ 
in the tranfa^on of public bufmefs. 

The w)fdom of his policy in forming an 
ellianc^Nritb France, though the feature in 

bU 
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his adminiftration, of which, above'all others, 
he is peculiarly vain, may yet be accounted 
very problematical; and time alone can affix 
to it the indelible ftamp of excellence, or of 
error. If opinions are however divided re- 
Ipeftiiig that meafure, theyare notfo relative 
to the partition of Poland, in confenting to 
which lie committed an irreparable hiult, 
never to be fufficiently condemned. QuiN 
ting the path of juftice and of honor, no Icfs 
tlian the true interefb of his Sovereign, he 
ftooped to divide with two other rival Powers, 
the plunder of a defencelefs nation, whom 
he ought lyllcmetically to have prote 61 ed 
and fupported againft every invader. Caught 
in the toils fpread for liim by Frederic, and 
either a dupe to his own vanity, or defirous 
by whatever means to augment the Au- 
Hrian dominions; he douhtlefs already feels, 
though he may not avow, the pernicious con- 
fequences of fo ffiort figlited a policy. It is 
evident that Prullia alone vus a real gainer 
by that dark tranfaftion, where the fuperior 

genius of Frederic achieved more in the 

Cabinet, 
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^bmet» than he had previoufly done in the 
Fi^; in which Auilria was completely 
duped or over-reached; and to which Ruilia 
was only a reludant, as well as an involun- 
taiy party. It conftitutes the greateft blot 
in Kaunitz*8 political chara6ier» and will pro¬ 
bably be iliU more reprobated by poiterity, 
than by the prelent age. 

His pleafures, at a period of life fo ad¬ 
vanced, can neither be very numerous, nor 
extremely varied. He is fond of Mufic, 
and likes theatrical entertainments, though 
he feldom attends them. 1 have feen him d»* 
lighted with the “ Ombres Chinoifes,” when 
exhibited in a pii^’ate room, before a feleft 
company. At cards he never plays; but, 
during the greater part of every evening, 
he amufes liimfelf at billiards, in his own 
drawing-room. One of his pafiions through 
life, has been architecture, practical as well 
as theoretical; and it is pretended, that he 
has not a little impaired his fortune by in- 
dulgiog this elegant propeiihly. Certainly 
be had immenfe fums; I am 

told. 
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told, near a million of Aorins, or full a hun« 
dred thoufand pounds, between bis houfe in 
the fuburbs of Vienna, and hUfeat at Aufler* 
litz in Moravia. Neither of them are yet 
completed, and he is perpetually pulling 
down, altering, and repaiiing. If there is 
not great exaggeration in thefe additions, 
they will explain the reafon, why, af^r fuch 
a long pofTeiTion of power, he has amalTed 
little wealth for his family. Indeed, it 
would be diflicult otherwife to account for 
‘it, fince lie is not generous; at leall not 
from difpofition, though he knows how to 
aire6t liberality on proper occafions. 

Prince Kaunitz is a good Catholic, but has 
not any tinfture of bigotry or fuperftition. 
I believe he rarely, if ever confelTes: I know 
that he never attends, nor hears mafs per¬ 
formed, except on Sundays; and then only 
for ten minutes, not publicly, but in his own 
houfe. Superior to the temptation or the 
love of gold, he isuotlefs exempt from any 
fpirit of vengeance. The natural elevation 
of his mind imihs him above Court^bal, 

and 
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and little miniftcrial intrigue. An enemy 
to every fpecies of conftraint, the freedom 
which he exercifes himfelf, he extends to 
thofe about him: yet, the confeioufnefs of 
his dignity never forfakes him for a moment, 
1 have feon him, in his own dmwing-room, 
as unconcerned, and as attentive to eveiy 
point of his game at billiards, wiiile the 
Emperor ilood on one fide of him, and the 
Archduke Maximilian on the other, as 
though they had both been private indivi¬ 
duals of no confequcnce. He is an A6tor, 
and be never appeared to me to play his 
part fo well, as on thofe occadons. To¬ 
wards men of genius, artifls, and perfons 
diftinguilhed in every line of letters or of 
fcience, he is afiable and polite to a high 
degree. Gluck not only dines frequently 
at his tabic ; but, I have known the Prince 
addrefs his difeourfe to him during * the 
whole rcpalt, in a mannep the moil flattering, 
wh^e he has not condefeended to notice 
the fifft nobility of Vienna feated near him. 
In t)us part of his character, he Hands 

\ridcly 
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widely oppofed to tlie Auftrian men of rank, 
who retain many of the feudal prejudices of 
their ancellors, and rarely open their houfes 
to men of merit or talents, on the footing of 
ac'quaintance, unconneded with the advan*' 
tages of birth. 

If dexibility is not to be reckoned among 
the qualities of Prince Kaunitz, as little 
hkewife is diilimulation. It forms an in- 
fiance, rare in tlie hiflory of the world, and 
more peculiarly of Courts, that a man of 
fuch a call, though his abilities may be ever 
fo eminent, fhould lia\ e attained to power, 
and lia\ e preferred it for fo many years. 
Far from concealing liis fentiments, even 
on points the mod delicate, as well as per- 
Jbnal, he has always exprefTed himfelf witli 
boldnefs. Nothing is better known than 
his difllkc, I might almoll fay his averfion, 
for the prefent Emperor, when he was fuc- 
ceffively Archduke and King of the Ro¬ 
mans, before his fether's death. The Prince 
never mentioned his charader, condu6l, or 


underdftDding, except with marks of difap- 
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probfltiofi. Even after Jofeplis acceilioti 
to the Imperial digmty»he did not alter his 
language. Tlie Emperor," iaid he more 

than once, ** fears me, and I dlilike Iiim” 
As a prote8»r of the fine arts, and parti¬ 
cularly of Mufic, Kaunitz was deeply hurt 
at the ** Ordonnance" which produced the 
ruin of the Italian opera. The fpirit of in¬ 
novation and reform, chara^riflic of all 
Jofeph's regulations, by no means fuited the 
taftc of the Minifrcr. Je ne vois," faid 
he, que des defences de tous tot^.^ At 
that time, his Imperial Majefty never vifited 
nor converied with him: on the contrary, 
it was no fecret tliat he held Prince Kaunitz 
in detefiation. 

Infenfibly, however, their mutual aliena¬ 
tion has not only ceafed, hut has been fuc- 
ceeded by apparent attachment, efteem, and 
confidence. Thofa ientiments can fcarcely 
be carried to a higher pitch of reciprocal 
deference and relied, than at* the pfefenl 
moment. How fer, views of p^icy or in- 
. tefeft oir^fher fide, have conduced to ope¬ 
rate 
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rate fo total a change, it is impolEble to 
afccrtain. Jofeph, %ho is unqueAionably a 
mailer of diiTimulation, maj only wait for the 
proper moment in wliich to manifeft his real 
fentiments; d)ut people here aie univerialiy 
convinced, tliat no reconcilia^n was ever 
more complete or more hneere. He feeias 
to be never iktisfied with giving the Prince 
the moil flattering teitimonies of oonfidera- 
tion and perfonal regard. During ^ courfe 
of the two lait winters, not content with 
qucDtly prefenting himfelf at die drawing¬ 
room of the firil Mioiiler, as one of the com¬ 
pany ; Jofeph has oflen vidted him in his 
bed-chamber, in order to converfe with him 
at more eafe, on every fubje^ of public hn- 
port. Thefe interviews have been conduced 
without ceremony or attendwts, and not 
unufually without any previous inti m atio a 
on the part of the Emperor. 

Whenever be has occafion to mention the 


Prince's name, it is accompsnied with ex- 


ra 


virtues. On the anniTerikiy of bis own iuith. 
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it iscuiiomary for Prince Kaunitz always to 
dino with his eldeft fon, Count Ernell, and 
a iele£l party. Upon the fecond of Febniaiy, 
laAyear, which wastheday to which I allude, 
the firft Minifier repaired to his Ton's houfe, 
about half pail four o’clock. Candles had not 
been brought in, though it was already duik; 
and the company expe&ing every minute to 
be fummoned to table, were converiing in the 
drawing-room, when the door opened very 
gently. A perfon entered, and on bis ad¬ 
vancing towards the Countels Erneft Kau- 
uitz, they perceived with furprize tliat it was 
the Emperor. ** I am come, Madam,’' faid 
he, unalked, to eat a part of your dinner. I 
hope you will permit me on this day to 
** fliew my refpe6l, and to pay my compli- 
ments to Prince Kaunitz.” He accordingly 
&t down with the other gueils; but, at table , 
he placedhimfelf on thcMiniiler’sriglit hand, 
and did not allow of the fmalled diilindUon 
being paid him, coniidering hiaafdf only as 
ooe of the. company* It was diiS 9 ult for & 
Sovereign to foew % more delicate or 
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ing mark ^ of attention. 1‘received thefo/ 
particulars from one of tho ladies who vras. 
prefeht on the occafion. 

If Jofeph manifefts fo decided an affee- • 
lion for the Prince, the latter, who now 
repays it with intereft, feems Jo Irave no 
more grateful or pleafing topic of conver- 
fation, than the praifes of his mader. His 
lilial piety and duty; his unwearied exer¬ 
tions for the grandeur of the Auftrian 
Houfe, and the felicity of his fubje^ts; 
his application to bufmefs; his rcsidinefs to 
I'xpofe his perfon in the field, when his 
country demands it; each of thefe, and 
j^any other of the Emperor's qualities, are tho 
"^frequont fiibjeCl of the Minifter s eulogium. 
On the eleventh of April, luft year, the day 
when his Majefty fet off ffoni Vienna to join 
the army in Bohemia, Kaunitz launched out 
at his own table,' on the great'endowments 
which meet in Jofeph the Second. ' L'Em- 
pereur," faid he feveral times, ‘‘ eft un vrai 
herds," It may, nevcrtheleft; be doubte^ 
whether, though he admired thft hero, he 

YOi. II. Kk jq)provetl . 
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approved the heroifm, Hnce the v>ur has 
never been confidered as either agreeable to 
his wifhes, or conibnont to his views and 
policy. Happily for both the Prince and 
the Minider, it feems now to be drawing 
to a conclufioD, according to every appear¬ 
ance : a fubjefl on mIiIcIi I iliall ha>e more 
to in rpy next letter, 
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LETTER XXXV. 

Appointment of tltc Congrefs at Tefckenyfor th 
condujion of peace.—Sentiments excited by it 
at Vienna.—Departure of the Grand Duke 
of Tufcany for Florence.—Charatler of that 
Princcy and of the Grand Duchefs of TSif- 
canyy his w(fe. — Rejie&ions on the tvarocca- 
foned by the Bavarian fuccejfum. 

VisNTiA, WarcA iTthj 1779.' 

A t length, after a painful period of fuf- 
penfe and anxiety, 1 believe I may 
announce the approach, if not the certainly 
of peace. As long ago as the syth of lad 
month, a courier from Breflaw arrived here, 
with intelligence of all the preliminaries 
being already adjufted, and only waiting for 
fignature. A congrefs, defigned to fettle the 
terms of the definitive treaty, was at firft 
. fixed to meet at Troppau in Auftrian Silefia; 
but the little town of Tcfchen, capital of 
the duchy of the fame name, near the 

K K a fron'* 
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frontiers of the Imperial Poland, is fince 
fubjrituted in place of Xroppau. As be¬ 
longing to - Prince Albert and tlie Arch'' 
duchefs Chriltina, Tefchen, which is a fort 

4 

of neutral fpot, may be thought proper for 
the meeting of plenipotentiaries. Other- 
wife, a more wretched and' defolale collec- 
tion of huts, could hardly have been found 
in any corner of Europe. An anniftice, 
preparatory to negotiation, took place on 
the 8th of the prefent month. The Baron 
de Breteuil, and Count dc Cobenzel, late 
Envoy Extraordinary at the Court of Ber¬ 
lin, were immediately named to repair to 
Teichen, on the part of France and Auftria. 
Prince Repnin, and the Baron de Ibedozcl, 
iMiniller to the Court of Vienna from bis 
Prudian Majeily previous to the war, are 
likcwife appointed on the fide of Frederic, 
and of his ally, Catharine. But, Count 
Cobenzel haring been unexpe^edly ieized 
with a.tit of the gout, which incapacitated 
him for travi^ling; his relation, John Philip 
Cobenzel) has been fubflituted in hU placCr 

Thp 
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The French Emhaflador and he iet off fyr 
the place of negociation, pn the eighth, the 
day \\'hen the armiftice commenced^ The 
Court of St. James's, which, on former oo 
cafions, might have been called in as me¬ 
diator, if not as umpire, in the quarrel, is^ 
completely excluded, and fcems to be as 
little confidered on either tide, as the meaned 
Italian Republic. Neither the vigor of our 
counfels, nor the fucccfs of our arms at the. 
prefent moment, tend to imprcis Qermany 
and Europe with refped. 

Notwithdanding the apparent certmnty 
of the. approach of peace, great difeontent 
premls in thb Capital. Not only the in¬ 
glorious manner in which the war has been 
conduced; the^circumdances likewife, under 
which a Congrefs is about to be opened, 
excite a degree of Yerment approaching to 
indignation; fince it is well known that the 
Prulhans dill continue in Bohemia. But, 
neither the Court nor the cabinet, neither 
Joi^h nor the Prime Minider, feem in¬ 
clined to profecute hoftilities. Relative to 

jc K 3 ’ the 
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the terms upon which peace will ultimately 
be made, we cantouly qpnjefhire: no one 
here, however, doubts that it mud be pur> 
chafed by a partial, if not by a total reiti- 
tution, of the territories which occaiioned 
4 he rupture. Frederic, ilrong in the caufe 
that he efpoufes, fufiained by the open aid 
of Saxony, and by the avowed fupport of 
Ruilia, polTetTes great advantages over bis 
< adyerfary. France is neither fuppofed to 
interfere with zeal, in favor of Maria The** 

a 

refa and her Ton ; nor, embarrelTed as 
Louis the Sixteenth now is by a war with 
England, can he, were he even fo difpofed, 
extend pffc£tual alliffance to tbe Emprefs 
Queen. Catharine, on the contrary, irri* 
tated agalnil the Aufhian. Minifler, whb, 
in the partition of Poland, and on other 
occafions, has Ihewn as little refpo6b for her 
interefls, as deference for her wiihes, a£ts 
▼igoroufly in favour of Pnif&a. The 
Princes of the German Empire look on, 
and enjoy with a malignant pleafure, the 

embarraifiaenitS) as well as the humiliation, 

' of 
% 
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of the Imperial Cabinet. Under thefe cir-i 
cumftaDCes, it ia prolmble that the Court of 
Vienna will not refufe, and has already re- 
folved, to make the facrifices, however ample 
or paini\4, neceHlary for enforing -peace. 

Another event, which confirms the fup* 
pofition, is the return of the Great Duke 
and Ducheis of Tufeany, to Florence. They 
doubtlefs delayed their departure, till the 
deciiion of fo great a point, in which Leo¬ 
pold muil neceflarily feel faimfelf deeply, 

K i not immediately involved. He is 
the prefumpdve, eventual heir, to all 
tlie dominions of Maria There&, as long as 
his elder brother is neither married, nor has 


any ifiue. On the fame day when the ar*' 
miitice took place, and on which the Auf* 
trian and French Embaffit^ors fet for 
Tefchen, the Great Duke and'^^chels leA 


Vienna, for Florence. AAer an af!e^oxiate 
and tender adieu on the part ^ the F^piefs, 
they^p^iwceeded to Baden, only finlr leagues 
dif^t, to which place Joleph and all the 
otl^r .oAxnben of the Imperud Family 9 cA 

4 odmpftmed, 
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compaiiied them. Tlicre they dined to^ 
g('ther, and the t^o brothers parted, with 
mutual telHmonics of adbftion and regret. 
Maria Tl^refivs infirmities did not allow 
her to be of the |)arty. , 

RelaUve to the Great Duke, I Have faid 
little ill theTe Memoirs; as, though he has 
been here fevcrol monilis, 1 Have had'com- 
parulbely few opportunities of feeing him; 
neither he nor tlic Great Duchefs mixing in 
fodety. He b fix years younger than tlic 
Emperor, of a middle iize, well made, and 
apparently of a more robuft conllitution 
than Jofeph. Never did two brothers lefs 
refemble each other in perfoti and* in man¬ 
ners. Leopold has not either the intelli¬ 
gence of countenance, the TGillefs afitivity 
of mind, or the jcommunicative and ai&blc 
dhp^tioQ the Emperor. His features, 
gntre <^d fatununc, are deficient m dignity, 
as wdl a^p ^imadon. / In their baMnefs 
upon ihe^rowp of the head, and in^ .that 
refpda the brother* are alike.' Rer- 

ham'ai&Dg finance in ItclVi mOThave 


con- 
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contributed to render the Great Duke more 
referv ed tlian if he had remained iu Ger- 
ftiany, where the national clmra6ter is frank 
and open. It is indifputable, tliat he likes 
Florence liettcr than Vienna; a preference, 
it mufl be owned, equally natural and pa}*^ 
donable. Independently of the pofttion and 
climate, which are in fovor of the Tufean 
Capital, he is there a Sovereign; here he Is 
^ly an elevated individual. Tliough lefa 
ingratiating and acceflible than hb elder 
brother, he ^ beloved and efteemed by 
thole who enjoy his confidence, and who 
know how to apprectitte liis merits. His 
mind is far more cultivated Hkew ife, by an 
exteniive acquaintance with polite letters, 
and even wllth fome branches of fcicncc. 
UnddV a Icriou^ exterior, he conceals from 
common eyes the defers, which Jof^>h*s 
more unguarded manners bipole; but, his 
gallantries have,)been sot Ids general or 
notorious, than' thofe of any of his prede- 
celTors df the celebrat^ Hoiife orMedicis. 
In the adminillratioii of.Ttdbapy, pequlkidy 
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in the amelioration of its latss and police, he 
is faid to l&ve difplayed application, {lea- 
dinets,‘and judgment; qualities, which h 
is probable, he may, at fome future time, 
ha\e bccadon to exercife on a greater and 
more confpicuous theatre, Jofeph, w^ofe 
intentions not to many a third time, are 
well known, regards him as bis fucceflbr; 
and the two brothers either fed, or affeSi to 
feel, a very warm attachment for each other. 
Of the Grand Duchefs of Tufcany, in 
common with almofl every |>erfon here, I 
know lliU lels from perTonal obfervation, as 
ihe is hardly ever in public; her deli¬ 
cate Aate of health incapacitating her for ‘ 
much ^ertion or amufement. Daughter of 
the prefent Kin^ of Spain, ChaAes the Third, 

, ihe refembles him in (he lineaments orcoun- 
tenaUce; and no Piincefs can have ilenderer 
pietenfions to pirfonal beauty, grate, or ele¬ 
gance. Her Sguie is meagre, her &ce thin 
and pole, her complexien Mow, her noie 
long, M*wcli as lai^, and her ii|ht con- 

her manoeri and de- 

4 


meaaor 
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meaner better calculated to repferetit the 
Majefly of the Imperial Throne, which it is 
poillble Ihe may one day afeend ; an event 
that Ihc laid nut to contemplate with madi 
complacency, or to anticipate with any im¬ 
patience. Like her huiband, (he is con(i- 
dered here as more partial to the Tufeans, 
than to the Germans. If (he is deficient in 
^^erfonal charms, (he is not iefs fo in female 
accomplifements. A Neapolitan education, 
completed in Spain, was probably not very 
fevourable to the difelofure or cultivation 
of her natund endowments. But, every 
deficiency of an extoinal and uroonicntal 
nature, is amply compeiifatod by the ill* 
trinfic worth and folid excellence of her 
character. Devoted to her children and 
her hufhaiid, beyond wliom (lie knows ad^ 
obje^ of afic£don or enjoyment, in theuk 
iicntre all her cares. Domeiuc and retir^ 
fhe fhuns publiov exhibitions, in whibii 
neithef her healtli, her tutu pf mind, 1 am 
her mwipMS, ‘ enable her to.qipeai* witk 
advantage; . A numerous * family. 
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ing of nine Princes and Princefles, by whom 
the Houfe of Auftria mnft in all probability 
be perpetuated, occupy her time, and en- 
grofs her whole attention. Little known 
beyond the limits of Florence or of Vienna, 
(he is W'ell rccompenfed for the wont of 
admiration and celebrity, by the refpc6t and 
attachment of the few, who aj*c acquainted 
with her virtues. 

I am now about to leave this Capital,* 
after having witnelTed the origin, the pro- 
grefs, and probably the termination, of the 
Bavarian quarrel. A rupture pf fuch im¬ 
portance, has awakened the Imperial Court 
from the long repofe of fifteen }'cars, which 
fucceeded the great w^ar terminated in 
1763. Jofeph the Second, and Prince 
Kaunitz, have found more ferlous occu¬ 
pations for their 
building. Frederic, in oppofing the am- 

. bition of the former, has difclofed the focret 

• ^ 

and difeordaut fprings, which actuate the 
'inovements of the A uforian Cabinet; and 
baa brought forward to the public eye« the 

tliree 


time, than travelling or 


t 
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three principal perfonages who compofe it, 
more than could have been done by a much 
longer period of tranquillity. Whatever 
portion of the Bavarian fuccelfion may be 
retained by Auftria, at the definitive treaty 
of peace; the efiential advantages, as well 
as tlie glory, of having taken up arms in 
defence of the Palatine Houfe, and of the 
Geimanic Syftem, remain with his PrufTian 
Mujefiv. If he has not acquired the fame 
laurels as in former wars, he. has at leail 
cheeked the career of Jofeph the Second, 
at its outfet; and he has proved to Europe 
at large, that time, though it may have 
tempered the ardor of his counfels, or the 
rapidity of his movements, has not di- 
ininilhed his vigilance, nor impaired his 
exertions. France, however flie may be 
conne6led by ties of marriage, or of pre¬ 
tended policy, with Maria Thereia, has 
rather, affedled to give, than haaresdly ex* 
tended, any aid to her on the prefent occa- 
fion : while Catharine the Second, neither 
mollified by the advanced, nor conciliated 
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by tbe blandidirncnts of the Auftriun Cabi¬ 
net, lias interpofeil as arbitrefs in the dil¬ 
ute,-and has compelled the Emprcls Queen, 
or rather her Son, to iheatlic the fword. 
Such is, or is about to be, the termination 
of Jofeph tlie Second's mrti attempt to ap¬ 
propriate a part of Bavaria. It has embit¬ 
tered the evening of his mother’s reign, 
Vitliout augipeiiting her glory, or raifing 
liis own reputation ; though it may poUibly 
tidd fomewhat to the extent of the Auftrian 
dominions. As I am on the point of fet- 
^ing out for Venice, I fliall not however 
xritnefs the final treaty, which, while it 
determines tliat point, will reftore tran- 
(juillity to this part of Europe. 

I remain, &c. &c. 


THE END, 
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